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Editorial

The big news this issue is the closure of The Greyhound pub! And do we miss it... 
It’s so easy to wander up there when there is not the inclination to cook or just to 
have a drink and see who’s around. Invariably we bump into someone and it’s a good 
opportunity to catch up and exchange news. This was certainly the case prior to its 
closure on the 9th September. The good news is that work seems to be steaming ahead 
if the amount of vans and contractors are anything to go by. We are looking forward 
to the re-opening around mid-October. 

The next Village Quiz night takes place on Saturday 21st October – this is always such 
a fun evening so be sure to come along!

It’s great to have so many contributions in this issue which I have not had to beg for! 
Please keep them coming and I look forward to meeting our new resident, Edward (see 
Page 6) at our newly refurbished pub in October!

Jenny Cope

Editor

Our thanks to Rose Lewis of Daydream Equine Art for her loverly cover photo – more 
information about Rose on page 17.
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Dates for Your Diary

… contined from article on page 7

Church Events 
Saturday  October 7th  Maasai Warrior Concert, St James the Less,    
  Pangbourne 7.00pm 
Free entry, retiring collection in aid of the Osiligi Maasai and the parish church. 

Saturday  October 28th  Charity Market and refreshments in  
  Pangbourne Village Hall 

Sunday  November 12th  Royal British Legion Parade and Service, 3.00pm  
  St James the Less 
with the rededication of the War Memorial and new surround, 
with the addition of the name of Fergus McIndoe Rennie  

Wednesday  December 6th  Carols by Candlelight in St Nicholas, Sulham, 7.00pm  

Friday December 8th     Christmas Trees Evening in St James, decorated by  
  local organisations, from 6.00pm onwards 

Date Event Time
06-Oct  Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am

06-Oct Macmillan Coffee Morning – Village Hall – with cakes! 11.00am

12-Oct Re-opening of The Greyhound  
  following refurbishment!   TBC

14/15 Oct Pangbourne Art Group,  
  Annual Exhibition – Pangbourne Village Hall 10.00am – 5.00pm

21-Oct Quiz Night – Village Hall 7.30pm

  

03-Nov Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am

03-Nov Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am

07-Nov Book Club Meeting – Box Cottage, Sulham Lane 8.00pm

15-Nov Parish Council Meeting – Village Hall 8.00pm

  

01-Dec Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am

01-Dec Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am

24-Dec Christingle Services – St Lawrences and St Nicholas’ 3.00pm
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Village Round-up

Village Hall News
The village hall continues to keep busy and financially sound despite the rising costs 
of maintenance. Our thanks to those who regularly use it and the occasional hirers 
who together enable us to put on community events.

Booking The Hall 
We look forward to receiving your bookings and enquiries on 0118 984 2561 or by 
email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com. 

Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night
On Saturday 21st October we invite teams from Tidmarsh and Sulham to compete for 
the prized Quiz Shield. Could this year see a Sulham revival? The dynamic quizmaster 
duo John and Annette Chiswick will be setting testing questions and a ploughman’s 
meal and raffle should add to the evening’s enjoyment.

100 Club
Hopefully members of the Village Hall committee will have been selling tickets for the 
fund raising 100 club at the end of the summer. Please contact chairman Alan Maskell 
if you don’t have any yet. The first draw is normally made at the Quiz Night

If you have any ideas for community events that we can help put on, please contact 
chairman 

Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326

Afternoon Tea in the garden
Thank you to Gill and John Haggarty for allowing their lovely home to be used as a 
venue for Afternoon Tea on August 12th.

St Nicholas church was full of beautiful flowers following the Flower Festival at this 
years fete and over 50 visitors came to see them again and then enjoy tea and cake in 
the garden. £150 was donated that will go to St Nicholas church funds.

Thank you to everyone who came and supported this event.
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Village Round-up

Seeking Village Community Spirit …
As a person who has been lucky enough to reach the age where the hard grind of the 
9-5 and constant striving for financial security is behind me, I have recently decided 
to settle in what I consider to be one of the most beautiful parts of the Country. Not 
only am I still within a stone’s throw of the Capital and my much-needed cultural 
fixes every now and then, but I have the benefits of being within the glorious 
Berkshire countryside and within a community that draws upon cherished childhood 
memories of the good old days when we all (more or less) knew our neighbours and 
the local vicar! I am still yet to meet the vicar, but I hear from my newly found friends 
that she is quite amiable. 

Naturally moving from Central London to such a contrasting way of life has brought 
with it many high expectations, most of which were my dreams of finding a quaint 
little hamlet where everyone supported the local village offerings and community 
activities, such as the village fete for example, which recently left me speechless for 
both the local immersion and attendance. It was simply heart-warming. But there are 
a couple of areas that I feel we are all failing at and the general lack of support that I 
have witnessed has quite honestly left me feeling quite disheartened.

The first is the delightful butchers, Green’s of Pangbourne. Where else would you find 
such charm, quality and genuine caring service? I can tell you – nowhere in London 
or anywhere that I have visited (and I am well-travelled). Are you actually all aware 
that they have opened an add-on to the existing shop that now sells local, organic 
produce? The owner explained at length to me how he had planned this to be very 
much a ‘community shop’ where locals would bring their own home-grown fruits 
and vegetables (which he would purchase) to be then sold on to other locals. What an 
amazingly good idea!!! But the reality is far from the dream sadly, as he is not being 
supported by all the local growers in the vicinity and is therefore having to buy in 
stock to sell from elsewhere. Defeating the initial objective entirely wouldn’t you say? 
Now whilst I don’t purport to be an avid cultivator of produce because I simply don’t 
know what I’m doing in that field, I can at least grow herbs that resemble the real 
thing and therefore I intend to ‘do my bit’ for the community by supplying him with 
fresh Basil, Thyme and Rosemary. You never know, next year I may even branch into 
tomatoes and cucumbers which I am told I can’t really fail at! 

So come on all of you! Let’s do a much better job of supporting Green’s with the 
fruits of our labour – and the best thing about all this? There is nothing healthier 
than eating freshly harvested produce, nor more satisfying than knowing that we are 
supplying food to our own little community.

My next point is the Greyhound Pub, which is now my new local. I can happily and 
easily walk there, enjoy a few drinks and not have to worry about drink driving. I will 
wait with interest to see how the ‘make-over’ turns out and just hope it does not take 
too long – I am missing the place already!

Edward (aka Tidmarsh’s new-comer)
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Village Round-Up

The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham

St James the Less : St Laurence : St Nicholas
Rector and Area Dean of Bradfield Deanery   
 Reverend Heather Parbury 0118 984 2928 
 rector@pangbournechurches.info   
 The Rectory, St James Close, Pangbourne, RG87AP  

Church Warden   Julia Sheppard  

Parish Administrator   Vanessa Saunders admin@pangbournechurches.info 

Website : www.pangbournechurches.org.uk 

Parochial Church Council representatives 
Tidmarsh:  Wilma Grant, Janice Proud 
Sulham:  Jacky Rix Brown, Carol Atkins  

Social 
Tuesday Teas in Pangbourne Village Hall, 4th Tuesday each month for seniors, 2.00pm

Noah’s Ark for babies, pre-schoolers, mums, dads and carers, Friday weekly in term 
time, 10.00am 

Sunday Worship – everybody welcome.
Weekly Parish Service 10.00am in St James, Pangbourne

Family Worship 
1st Sunday  St Laurence, Tidmarsh, 11.00am 

2nd Sunday  St James the Less, Pangbourne, 10.00am 

3rd Sunday  St Nicholas,  Sulham, 11.00am 

Holy Communion 
2nd Sunday  St Laurence,  11.00am 

Weekly in St James, Sunday 7.45am;  Wednesday 10.00am

For other Services and Specials, including Christmas, and events please see the church 
notice boards and website or contact Vanessa on admin@pangbournechurches.info 

Church Events 
… contined on page 4
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Village Round-up

Tidmarsh vs. Sulham Cricket Match 2017
Sunday 20th August saw battle lines drawn as teams from Tidmarsh and Sulham met 
at Sulhamstead & Ufton Cricket Club on the Bath Road. Anticipation was rife as 2017 
represented the 20th Anniversary of the inaugural fixture; on this note, it was great to 
have the three original Johns from that 1997 game present – Messrs. Haggarty and 
Alderton for Sulham, together with John Harland umpiring for Tidmarsh.

Tidmarsh were keen to avenge defeat in the 2015 match, as well as save face for 
inability to field a team in 2016, and arrived with a relatively strong team of both 
youth and ‘experience’.

Having decided on a Twenty20 format with 8 ball overs (which kept the umpires on 
their toes), Sulham won the toss and elected to bat first on a good looking pitch.

Tidmarsh surprised themselves (and their captain) by keeping the bowling very tight 
throughout their overs, which made scoring tough for Sulham, although Aaron Briggs 
took the attack to Tidmarsh, scoring a rapid 25 before retiring. Wickets continued to 
fall however as Sulham pressed to compose a competitive total. Tidmarsh continued 
to bowl well in the latter overs, including 3 wickets coming from the spin of Richard 
Norris, and Sulham were bowled out for 92 in the 18th over.

Both teams enjoyed a fantastic match tea before the Tidmarsh openers headed out to 
begin their response. Despite some useful bowling and good fielding from Sulham, 
notably John Alderton’s caught and bowled and Rob Evans’s running one-hander to 
dismiss James Maloney, it was always going to be difficult to defend a relatively low 
total. Openers Dan Waller and Bobby Buck set a good platform for the batting side 
and Tidmarsh were able to knock off the winning runs in the 13th over, with some 
useful middle-order hitting from Brad Read and Mark Ambrose.

The game was played in great spirits and it was fantastic to see so many supporters 
and family members enjoying the day – huge thanks to everyone involved in 
producing such a great spread for us all to enjoy, arranging entertainment for the kids 
(the bouncy castle was a particular hit), John Alderton for liaising with Sulhamstead & 
Ufton CC for the use of their ground, and lastly both teams and umpires.

The Cricket Shield is now being proudly displayed on the bar of the Greyhound Pub

Roll on 2018!

Brad Read (Captain, Tidmarsh)
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Village Round-Up

Where is this?

Do you recognise it?
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Things To Do

Book Club Review

Night Train to Lisbon by Pascal Mercier
Book club members found this book a struggle to 
complete, and most decided not to; therefore this  
review is based on one reader’s opinion.

The story is about a man who, triggered by a single 
shocking event, stops in the middle of his working  
day and walks away from his responsibilities. The  
impact of the event makes him decide to research the 
author of a philosophical Portuguese manuscript.

It is essentially the tale of a language scholar who,  
nearing retirement, starts to question his life, and 
prompted by the manuscript sets off on the night  
train to Lisbon. Once there, he tries to discover as  
much as he can about the author, his past and his 
motivations. In doing this he makes discoveries  
about himself, although it wasn’t always clear what  
they were. The book was not an easy read, and there 
seemed very little substance to the story.

Maybe it is a book that you need to read more than once to understand it fully, but it 
was not enjoyable enough to give it a second read.

The author is undoubtedly a philosopher, but the content and style of his writing 
were not enjoyed by any of Sulham and Tidmarsh book club readers.

Next book club:
November Book Club

Box Cottage, Sulham Lane. Tuesday November 7th.

Book to be reviewed:

I See You by Claire Macintosh
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Things To Do

There will be a Coffee Morning held in Tidmarsh Village Hall on October 6th at 11 am 
raising funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Please come and join us for coffee and cake to help raise money for this charity that 
offers essential support to people living with cancer.

Pangbourne Art Group

Annual Exhibition

Pangbourne Village Hall

Saturday 14th October and  
Sunday 15th October  
10.00am – 5.00pm

Free Entry. Refreshments available

The answer to this issue’s “Where is this?”
Those residents of this parish living in one of the 13 
dwellings at Maidenhatch will have had no difficulty 
recognising the instruction to drive slowly
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Things To Do
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A Look Back at the Fete

Fun at the Fete
For the only time in several days, the weather was kind. Admittedly there was a 
very heavy shower at mid-day, but most of the stalls were up by then and sheltered 
by gazebos, and between 2.00 and 5.00pm when the fete was open not a drop fell 
(despite threatening to sometimes).

There was so much to do! All the usual stalls – bottle tombola, books and DVDs, toys, 
plants and preserves, cakes, white elephant, raffles (luxury and ordinary), lucky dip, 
hats and handbags (ie accessories) – were complemented by all sorts of games, and 
serenaded by Pangbourne Silver Band. An ice cream van was on hand, and a BBQ 
serving hot dogs and burgers – and of course there were delicious teas and cakes to 
enjoy, or beer and Pimms for the adults.

One game really took my fancy … Pat Predictor! Beyond the ha-ha bounding the 
garden and the course of obstacles for the dog show was a pen in which a cow was 
grazing. At 4.30 pm she was let into an adjacent pen and everyone waited with bated 
breath to see where she would deposit her first cow-pat. Its position was carefully 
measured and the point transferred to a scale map of the pen which had been marked 
in squares. People had paid to own each square, and the owner of the one on which 
the pat was dropped won the prize!

Of course there were other games! A traditional coconut shy, splat the rat, a golf game, 
skittles, hoopla, welly throwing, fishing, treasure map, all tempting you to spend 
a little to gain a prize. Many people entered their pooches in the Dog Show. This 
involved getting the pets to go round an obstacle course, many dragged to the right 
place by anxious owners! Their competitive spirit came to the fore.

If you needed a little peace away from all the bustle of the fete, St.Nicholas’ church 
next to Sulham House was open and was decorated with flowers in every possible 
place, the displays were fantastic.

What an afternoon! I came home exhausted, but very content.

Jacky Brown
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St Nicholas Church

2017 Fete Day – A Big Thank you to Everyone!
Thank you to Henry Scutt and family, who again kindly offered their beautiful garden 
to be used, sponsored the silver band and allowed the ‘tea ladies’ to take over their 
kitchen for the afternoon.

Huge thanks to the lovely people who helped set up and put away all the gazebos, 
tables, chairs etc. It is a mammoth task, particularly at the end of fete day when 
everyone is tired. 

For many years we have been fortunate to have Bob Guest bringing a truck to ferry 
equipment to and from the fete site. Sadly this year is the last time he can do this, as 
he will no longer have a suitable vehicle. Everyone from St Nicholas and St Lawrence 
is very grateful for everything he and his team of helpers have done for our two 
churches.

Thanks to GigaClear who sponsored the fete programmes.

Rob Holden was again our fantastic MC for the afternoon; huge thanks to him and to 
Andy Sumner who set up and managed the PA system.

Everyone loved the fun dog show; thanks go to Alison and Rob from Sulham for so 
brilliantly arranging and running this event (see Dog Show results)

Thank you to Richard, Rosemary and John who spent an afternoon helping us to 
count the fantastic £5,952 that the fete raised this year. This money will be shared 
equally between the two village churches and is vital to their survival.

Finally thank you to all the cake bakers, tea makers, and washing up helpers, beer tent 
team, Pimm’s team, donors of raffle and lucky dip prizes, bottles, plants and produce, 
toys, books, bric-a-brac, coconuts, owners of the beautiful classic cars, car park 
helpers, entrance gate ticket sellers, the band and those who organised and manned 
stalls for the afternoon. 

We are so grateful to everyone who helped and to everyone who came along to enjoy 
the day. It is a lovely community event that we hope can continue for many years.

Gillian and Gill

A Look Back at the Fere
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Fete Dog Show Results
Thank you to all the dogs and their owners 
who came along and entered the show – lots 
of rosettes were given out (which were kindly 
sponsored by Freyasway Mobile Dog Grooming 
– Alison: http://freyasway.com )

The winners were:
Semi Finalists:
Sue and Daisy
Maxine and Lenka
Willow and Twig
Helenie and Bob
Overall 2nd place:
Sue and Daisy
Overall 1st Place:
Helenie and Bob
Special Place Rosettes:
Alison and Skully – most graceful

Flower Festival 5th August /  
Tea and Cake 12th August
On the afternoon of the Fete, St Nicholas 
Church was open and all who attended the Fete 
were invited to visit our lovely village church.

Thank you so much to everyone who took 
the time to fill the church with vases and 
arrangements of flowers – it looked and smelt 
beautiful. The brief of country flowers was 
definitely fulfilled. 

Thank you so much too to the lovely people 
who spent time in church welcoming visitors 
and to John for ringing the bells. 

The collection jar contained £118. This money 
will go to the St Nicholas church funds.

So that even more people would have the opportunity to see the flowers in the 
church, on the Saturday after the fete, Tea and Cakes were served in Sulham in the 
garden adjacent to the churchOnce again, we had an amazing turn-out: 48 people 
came along – including two walking groups – between 2.00pm and 4.00pm to enjoy 
tea, cake, chatting and seeing the flowers. A further £150 was donated which will also 
go to the St. Nicholas Church funds.

Thank you from everyone at St Nicholas. 

A Look Back at the Fete
	  

STALL Net Total Raised 
Adult Raffle £196 
Real Ale Bar £612 
Books £91 
Bottles £302 
Bowls £53 
Cakes £289 
Welly throwing £44 
Coconut shy £157 
Lemonade £64 
BBQ £425 
Dog show £38 
Entrance  £734 
Golf game £45 
Fish game £37 
Hats & handbags etc £62 
Hoopla £117 
Lucky Dip £83 
Luxury Raffle £688 
Splat the Rat £44 
Pat Predictor £103 
Pimm’s  £511 
Plant & Produce £238 
Teas £598 
Toys £65 
Treasure Map £38 
White Elephant £130 
Ice cream £100 

 £5,864 

  
Sponsorship - Gigaclear £400 
Donations £200 
                      
Expenses -£512 

  

GRAND TOTAL £5,952 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



16 Autumn 2017 Tidmarsh with Sulham

Restaurant Review

Orwell’s Restaurant 

at Shiplake
It is always disappointing to go to a long-loved establishment only to be served a 
meal that one could so easily have prepared at home. Equally, it is really pleasing to 
try somewhere new and be served truly delicious dishes in delightful surroundings. 
This time I went to Orwell’s Restaurant, advertised as being in Shiplake but actually 
in Binfield Heath, on the recommendation of my daughter Lucy who lives nearby. 
Clever Lucy getting her father to take her out for a super meal!

As soon as you go into Orwell’s you can tell that you are in for a treat. This former 
public house has been beautifully fitted out with comfortable dining rooms, a garden 
room and attractive garden. The tables are laid with linen cloth and napkins.

Chef Ryan really does know how to cook. It is not only we who think so: shortly 
after this review was written he was due to appear on BBC 2 representing the central 
region in the Great British Menu program. Perhaps you saw it? The other members of 
staff are to the same high standard. They made us feel most welcome and gave superb 
efficient and friendly service.

To give you a flavour (yes, a pun was intended) of what Ryan offers, the starters on 
the à la carte menu were rabbit bolognese, scallops, veal sweetbreads with morrels and 
lobster: all very tempting. But the lunch menu also sounded most attractive and was 
reasonably priced, particularly when considering the standard reached, at two courses 
for £25 or three for £29.95.

While waiting for our starters we were given two different sourdough breads with 
butter soaked in honey. All these items were home-made, even the butter, with the 
bread seeming to have come straight off the ferry from France. For her starter Lucy 
chose the most interesting spinach soup with confit egg yolk, lardo (ie lardons) and 
croutons. The raw egg yolk, lardo and croutons were already in the bowl and the jug 
of thick soup was then poured over: dramatic and delicious. My dish of plaice, in 
three pieces, with a little deep-fried cauliflower, thinly sliced radish and samphire was 
beautiful in presentation and equally delicious. As with all our dishes the cooking was 
superb.

For the main course I kept with fish, choosing monkfish with artichoke, peas, bacon 
and sea spinach. This too was really good to look at and delicious. Lucy had pork 
tenderloin with carrots, brown butter mash and spring greens. I am pleased to say she 
couldn’t eat it all so I enjoyed a piece of really superb tenderloin.

The desserts were just as good: raspberry clafouti for me and a chocolate confection 
for Lucy. Both were accompanied by super home-made milk ices and the highlight of 
Lucy’s dish has to be a home-made trimming of white honeycombed chocolate. 
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Restaurant Review

Need I say more? As you may gather, I feel it well worthwhile making the effort to go 
through Reading to reach Orwell’s. I have no doubt that Rosemary will make sure that 
I take her there sooner rather than later. I look forward to doing so.

Orwell’s Restaurant
Shiplake Row

Binfield Heath RG9 4DP
(0118) 9403673

orwellsrestaurant.co.uk
Richard Thomas

About Rose …
I’m Rose, an equine photographer based in Berkshire; my area of speciality 
is portraiture. With a lifelong passion for horses, I love to capture the special 
realtionship between horse and owner. Every owner and their horse has a lifetime of 
memories to share; my job allows me to capture their story.

My enthusiasm for telling stories through my images has taken me on an incredible 
journey – 3 years ago I finished my A-Levels and set up my own equine photography 
business. Without expectation, it has gone from strength to strength, including 
allowing me to work with my equine sporting idols. My relaxed approach to portrait 
sessions makes everyone feel comfortable in front of the camera, allowing me to 
capture their true character; my background images have become well-sought after 
and I regularly travel around the country to meet clients and their horses.  

A massive highlight for me was photographing the retirement ceremony of Valegro 
at Olympia – with the world’s media covering the event, my aim was to ensure my 
images were the stand out ones! Charlotte herself contacted me to express her love of 
the images! She now uses several of my photographs across social media, including 
one as her profile picture – which is still a bit surreal!

I simply adore my job and love what I do – and the inspiration behind my business is 
my much-loved pony, Dolly.
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Gardening in October, November and December  
by Alan Maskell

This year has seen a very abundant harvest. The seasons also seem to changing early. 
These are said to be signs of a hard winter ahead. Keep an eye on berries on bushes like 
Pyracanthus; birds may start eating them or migrating early.

October
October is ideal to move trees and shrubs, and plant hedges. Hardwood cuttings can 
be taken now from deciduous shrubs. 

Clear up fallen rose leaves to prevent diseases such as black spot from over-wintering – 
don’t compost the leaves, put them in general waste or burn.

Tidy borders and mulch with bark chips, well rotted manure, leaf mould or spent 
mushroom compost to insulate plant roots for the winter and keep weed growth in 
check. Reuse spent compost from containers.

Change summer bedding for winter bedding plants such as pansies, primulas. Plant 
daffodils.

Sow winter peas, broad beans and winter lettuce. Prepare bean plots for next year with 
well rotted manure. Divide clumps of rhubarb with a spade and re-plant the healthiest 
looking pieces.

To test when apples are ripe gently lift them in the palm of your hand or give them a 
gentle pull – they should come away easily.

A last mowing can be made this month before leaving your lawn for the winter. 
Aerate your lawn with a garden fork, rake thatch from the surface and repair dead 
patches. Autumn lawn feed can be applied and is a good time for turfing.

November
Tender plants will need protecting from frost, gales and 
freezing rains. Move plants into the greenhouse, or into 
a sheltered spot, but if you can’t, it is worth wrapping 
plants or pots in situ. 
Remember our feathered friends by leaving out food  
and especially water.

If I could recommend one plant for winter it would 
be helleborus niger or White Christmas Rose. My one 
produces more beautiful white flowers every year.  
Make sure the one you buy has plenty of buds at the 
base. 

Winter flowering shrubs like fragrant honeysuckle, 
daphne, sweet gum are very fragrant to tempt insects; 
others such as dogwood have colourful stems or  
foliage. My favourite is Daphne.

Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and beds
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Gardening in October, November and December  
by Alan Maskell

Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent water logging. 

Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year 

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock which affects the roots

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the trunks. 

Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden

December
Keep an eye on winter protection, and if you have a greenhouse, make sure the heater 
works.

Check your winter protection structures 
are still securely in place. Prevent ponds 
and stand pipes from freezing

Prune open-grown apples and pears  
except those trained against walls. 

Prune acers, birches and vines before 
Christmas to avoid bleeding

Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be 
planted and transplanted. 

Keep mice away from stored produce

Reduce watering of houseplants. 

Alan Maskell

Alan tends gardens in the Tidmarsh and the RG8 postcode area.
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Centuries of History Fill the Gap
The Pang Valley between Theale and the Thames is known as the Sulham Gap. 
Originally the Kennet and Pang rivers flowed through it to join the Thames at 
Pangbourne, together cutting a wide flood plain and deposing gravel terraces on 
either side. 

Land heave at the end of the last Ice Age diverted the Kennet and turned the Gap into 
a swamp, later known as “Tudda’s Marsh”. The marshy area at Theale was probably 
crossed by a boardwalk (Theale in old English means ‘planks’), and the winding road 
between Tidmarsh and Sulham almost certainly runs on an ancient causeway.

Reading Abbey drained the swamp, most likely in the 12th century, to make very 
valuable grazing and hay meadows. The Pang and Sulham Brook were embanked and 
led down the Gap’s west and east sides respectively, with a joining grid of channels. 
Watermills were inserted at Pangbourne, Sulham Home Farm – and Tidmarsh (where 
milling ceased in 1937 after at least 700 years of operation), though the large stones 
remain for passers-by to see.

During World War Two an anti-tank ditch was dug along the Gap and concrete 
gun-emplacements built as part of a ‘stop line’ against invasion and an advance on 
London. The emplacements would have housed two-pounder guns, supported by Bren 
machine-guns. How effective these would have been was luckily never tested, but the 
“pill boxes” are extremely solid and generally land-owners have not tried to demolish 
them. Indeed when volunteers tried to turn one into a home for bats the concrete 
proved too tough for their drill bits.

Annually for nearly 20 years, the Society and its predecessors have cleared Oxford 
ragwort from a Site of Special Scientific Interest close to Pangbourne. The ragwort 
seeds are said to have escaped from Oxford Botanic Garden to the city’s railway 
stations, finding a new habitat in the railway lines’ clinker beds and spreading to 
other parts of the country.

Recently the Society has helped maintain coppices west of Sulham Lane and worked 
in the water meadows close to Home Farm, clearing trees overhanging Sulham Brook 
to improve biodiversity.

We have also held well-attended walks led by local experts to explore the Gap’s varied 
geology and history. A 3.5-mile route, including a brief incursion into Sulham Wood, 
includes twenty-nine points of interest.

Dick Greenaway and Terry Crawford

West Berks Countryside Society

www.westberkscountryside.org.uk
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Do you need a Will or Lasting Power of Attorney?

Hillhampton Wills & Probate 
Services has recently relocated 
to Sulham to give local residents 
the opportunity to access 
the support of a will writing 
professional who can make their 
final wishes ‘come true’.
Appointments offered in the 
day, evening and weekend held 
in the comfort of your own 
home.

Wills from £140, Lasting Powers of Attorney from £250.
Contact Hillhampton Wills on 0118 984 3167 / 07979 155 986 or  
email info@hillhamptonwills.com www.hillhamptonwills.com
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H E R A L D
G R A P H I C S
272-274 Elgar Road Sth,

Reading, Berks
RG2 0BZ

For all your printing needs
Our family run business has been established for over twenty years
and has a client base as diverse as their requirements. Whether
you’re an individual or a blue chip company we can provide for
all your printing needs.

• creative services • personal and company stationery

• brochures and leaflets • magazines

• promotional material • personalisation and mail-merging

• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround

• conventional print • large format and display systems

• finishing • storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact 
Peter (0118) 9311 488 or 

email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –  
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016 
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS  SERVING  THE COMMUNITY 
SINCE 1826

READING 0118 957 3650
THATCHAM 01635 873672

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY  FUNERALS
DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN 
MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, AND LATER LIFE LEGAL 
SERVICES 
BEREAVEMENT CARE 

WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES
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Gigaclear offers ultrafast broadband services, ensuring that you 
stay better connected. You can get the UK’s fastest* pure fibre 
broadband, which means that you can finally experience Internet 
speed and reliability most could only dream of.

Gigaclear.com/purefibre
Place your order today at:

In the middle of nowhere, 
stay connected to everywhere.

Find out more:        www.gigaclear.com         info@gigaclear.com         @Gigaclear         www.facebook.com/gigaclear

Just some of the reasons to choose Gigaclear

The power to
use muliple

devices at once

Download and 
Upload speeds of
up to 1000Mbps

All the family
online at the
same time

1000Mbps  

From only £41.30 per month

*Based on Ofcom’s review of UK broadband speeds published 1st December 2015
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E.A.LAMING
Flat Roofing

15 years
Guarantee on all high

performance felts

also
Tiling and Lead

Repairs

Phone Bradfield 
0118 974 4701

Mobile
07880 930958

Email: eddylaming@hotmail.co.uk

36 years’ experience
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 1 December at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Ecclesiastical 
The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne 
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Rector of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close, Pangbourne

0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

Church Adminstrator
Rachel Buckingham

Church office open Wednesday  
and Friday 12.00-3.00pm

0118 984 5066 
admin@pangbournechurches.info

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne; 
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham 
Jill Palfrey 984 2698

Julia Sheppard 956 1820

Parochial Church Council 
PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud ; Wilma Grant

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

Committee Chairs
St Laurence : John Butler 984 2621

St Nicholas : Gill Haggarty  984 4122

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

Rick Jones (Conservative)  0118 962 3793 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes) 0118 984 2561 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048
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Local Information

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 4671

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson 07768 237132 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  

0118 984 4671 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

 12 Months 

 Full page: £125.00 

 Half page: £75.00 

 Quarter page: £50.00  

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


