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Our services include:
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• Servicing
• 4 Wheel Alignment
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Includes FREE retest
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Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5:30pm
A very British
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Editorial
Welcome to the Autumn issue of the magazine and apologies for its’ late arrival to
your door.
Although the magazine is produced quarterly, I am finding it more and more tricky
to coordinate my time in the UK with the printing deadlines which leads me neatly
on to an appeal for someone to take over the editorship. I have loved being
involved with the magazine and the task of collating the content is not a
particularly onerous one, but, I have always said from day one, that it really needs
someone who is around a lot more than I am and who is out and about in the
community. For many reasons, this has not been possible for me over the past
12 years I have been editor. I have always felt I was doing a ‘holding position’ and
that at some point someone would come along and offer to take over but to date
this has hasn’t happened.
My colleagues on the magazine committee are fabulous but at the end of the day,
one person needs to be responsible for the collation, submission, advertising and
deadlines so if there is anyone out there who is interested and would like to know
more about it, please get in touch and I will tell you more!
Regular readers will no doubt notice the absence of the Restaurant Review and
Notes from the Sul – both regular contributions from Richard Thomas of Sulham.
Both have been enjoyed by many and will be missed as Richard feels he can no
longer find the time to carry out the necessary research. If anyone out there would
like to volunteer to write an occasional restaurant review, it would be greatly
appreciated. Huge thanks to Richard for all the entertaining pieces over the years.
As you will know, the annual fete this year was due to be held here at Mill Corner
Farm. My family and I would like to express our gratitude to Fi Warren-Smith who,
when we suffered a sudden family bereavement in July, stepped in and offered to
host the annual fete in her garden. It turned out to be a fabulous day and a lovely
venue.
We are so lucky to live within such a lovely caring community and we never take it
for granted. We are truly thankful for all the support we have received this
summer.
Jenny Cope
Editor
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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datES For YoUr diarY
DATE

EVENT

TIME

05-Oct

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

05-Oct

Coffee Morning – Village Hall
(Raising funds for Macmillan Cancer Support)

9.30am
11.00am

13-Oct

Quiz Night – Village Hall

7.30pm

02-Nov

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

9.30am

02-Nov

Coffee Morning – Village Hall

17-Nov

Down Memory Lane – Village Hall
Exhibition of local photographs and pictures

2.00pm – 5.00pm

Down Memory Lane – Village Hall
Exhibition of local photographs and pictures

2.00pm – 5.00pm

18-Nov

11.00am

07-Dec

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

07-Dec

Coffee Morning – Village Hall

9.30am
11.00am
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VillaGE Hall NEWS
Village Hall News
The village hall continues to keep busy and financially sound despite the rising
costs of maintenance. Our thanks to those who regularly use it and the occasional
hirers who together enable us to put on community events.

Bookings the Hall
We look forward to receiving your bookings and enquiries on 0118 984 2561
or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night
On Saturday 13th October we invite teams from Tidmarsh and Sulham to compete
for the prized Quiz Shield. Could this year see a Sulham revival? The dynamic
quizmaster duo John and Annette Chiswick will be setting testing questions and a
ploughman’s meal and raffle should add to the evening’s enjoyment.

100 Club
Hopefully members of the Village Hall committee will have been selling tickets for
the fund raising 100 Club at the end of the summer. Please contact chairman Alan
Maskell if you don’t have any yet. The first draw is normally made at the Quiz
Night.
If you have any ideas for community events that we can help put on, please
contact chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326.

down Memory lane
Came and take a nostalgic journey from a bygone era at an exhibition of
old photographs and pictures of Sulham, Tidmarsh and surrounding area
at Tidmarsh Village Hall on:
Saturday 17th November and Sunday 18th November
from 2.00-5.00pm.
Donations for St Nicholas Church, Sulham
and St Laurence Church, Tidmarsh.
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Hard Landscaping, Groundworks,
Paving and Driveways, Construction
Professional Service. Call for a Quotation.
Email: info@perfectboundarylimited.co.uk
www.perfectboundarylimited.co.uk
Tel: 0118 968 009 Mob: 07796 202217
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016
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EVENtS
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EVENtS
tidmarsh & Sulham Fete 2018
Due to a family bereavement very close to the date of the fete, the Cope family were
not able to host the fete, as planned, on their property. With a great act of kindness,
Fi Warren-Smith at Oaklands Farm stepped in and agreed to host in her garden
with the car parking remaining on the Cope’s field as usual.
The general feeling seems to be that, despite the heat, the fete was a great success.
Fi’s garden was a lovely setting and the there was a lovely atmosphere.
The total takings were £2786 which is very good for a small event.
The money taken at the gate indicated that 345 adults attended; luckily most of
them did not stay the whole afternoon as the garden could not accommodate so
many at any one time!
As a team, Jennifer Nutt, Julia Sheppard and John Butler, have organised the last
8 fetes in Tidmarsh but now feel the time has come for them to step down. They are
hopeful that a new team will step up and take over but if not, then there will no
longer be a fete held in the ‘Tidmarsh’ year.

MaCMillaN CoFFEE MorNiNG FridaY oCtoBEr 5th

There will be a Coffee Morning held in Tidmarsh Village Hall
on October 5th at 11.00am, raising funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Please come and join us for coffee and cake to help raise money for this charity
that offers essential support to people living with cancer.
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EVENtS
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EVENtS
Sulham and tidmarsh Summer lunch
Sulham and Tidmarsh Summer Lunch held on July 1st at Sulham Farm by kind
permission of Henry Scutt.
The lunch was attended by 52 residents from both villages who were able to
socialise and enjoy a simple but delicious lunch.
Although this was a community event and not intended to fundraise, there was a
little money left over which has been donated to our village churches.
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EVENtS
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1826
READING
THATCHAM

0118 957 3650
01635 873672

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS
DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN
MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, AND LATER LIFE LEGAL
SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE
WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES
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BooK rEViEW
Book Club review
The Lido by Libby Page
Kate is a twenty-six-year-old riddled
with anxiety and panic attacks who
works for a local paper in Brixton,
London, covering forgettable small
stories. When she's assigned to write
about the closing of the local lido
(an outdoor pool and recreation
center), she meets Rosemary, an
eighty-six-year-old widow who has
swum at the lido daily since it
opened its doors when she was a
child. It was here Rosemary fell in
love with her husband, George;
here that she's found communion
during her marriage and since
George's death. The lido has been a
cornerstone in nearly every part
of Rosemary's life. But when a
local developer attempts to buy the lido
for a posh new apartment complex, Rosemary's fond memories and sense of
community are under threat. As Kate dives deeper into the lido's history – with the
help of a charming photographer – she pieces together a portrait of the pool, and a
portrait of a singular woman, Rosemary. What begins as a simple local interest
story for Kate soon blossoms into a beautiful friendship that provides sustenance
to both women as they galvanize the community to fight the lido's closure.
All the blurb surrounding this book made me think it was going to be a twee little
tale that was all sunshine and cupcakes and at times The Lido is just that.
Underneath the surface though there is far more substance. Kate has to battle with
anxiety and the loneliness that comes from leaving home and moving to a big city
where you are just an anonymous person, Rosemary is dealing with the loneliness
of loss. OK, so this is a sugar-coated Brixton that is just a little too clean and
friendly to be believable but as a modern-day fairy tale this is a really lovely read.
Sally Puxley
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SWaN UPdatE
Swan update
There are still three cygnets and a parent on the Pang who make an appearance
every few days around Tidmarsh Grange.
The cygnets have gone through the fluffy stage and now have sleek grey feathers.
Having observed other swans, it looks like the surviving parent is the female
or pen.
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GardENiNG

alan Maskell

This year has seen a very abundant harvest again for some fruit although small.
Vegetables have been a mixture of success. Good soil, plenty of organic material
and mulching help keep moisture in the roots, a necessity when rain is in short
supply. Lawns may need attention.

Gardening in october
October is ideal to move trees and shrubs, and plant hedges. Hardwood cuttings
can be taken now from deciduous shrubs. Clear up fallen rose leaves to prevent
diseases such as black spot from over-wintering – don't compost the leaves, put
them in general waste or burn.
Tidy borders and mulch with bark chips, well rotted manure, leaf mould or spent
mushroom compost to insulate plant roots for the winter and keep weed growth in
check. Reuse spent compost from containers.
Change summer bedding for winter bedding plants such as pansies, primulas.
Plant daffodils.
Sow winter peas, broad beans and winter lettuce. Prepare bean plots for next year
with well rotted manure. Divide clumps of rhubarb with spade and re-plant the
healthiest looking pieces.
To test when apples are ripe gently lift them in the palm of your hand or give them
a gentle pull – they should come away easily.
A last mowing can be made this month before leaving your lawn for the winter.
Aerate your lawn with a garden fork, rake thatch from the surface and repair dead
patches. Autumn lawn feed can be applied and is a good time for turfing.

November
Tender plants will need protecting from frost, gales and
freezing rains. Move plants into the greenhouse, or into a
sheltered spot, but if you can't, it is worth wrapping plants
or pots in situ. Remember our feathered friends by
leaving out food and especially water.
Winter flowering shrubs like fragrant honeysuckle,
daphne, sweet gum are very fragrant to tempt insects;
others such as dogwood have colourful stems or foliage.
Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and
beds.
Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent water logging.
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Dapne Odora

GardENiNG

alan Maskell
Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year.
Prune roses to prevent wind-rock which affects the roots.

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the trunks.
Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden.

december
Keep an eye on winter protection, and if you have a greenhouse, make sure the
heater works.
Check your winter protection structures are still securely in place. Prevent ponds
and stand pipes from freezing.
Prune open-grown apples and pears except
those trained against walls. Prune acers,
birches and vines before Christmas to avoid
bleeding.
Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be
planted and transplanted. Keep mice away
from stored produce.
Reduce watering of houseplants.
Alan tends gardens in the Tidmarsh and the RG8 postcode area.
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rECENt SUrFaCiNG oF tHE a340 BEtWEEN tHEalE
aNd tHE M4 oVErBridGE
The Parish Council made an enquiry into the recent re-surfacing of the this
section of road and thought it might be of interest to see the response from
West Berks – Highways Dept . . .
Thank you for your enquiry regarding the recent resurfacing on the A340 between
Theale and the M4 overbridge.
West Berkshire Council carry out a series of nationally approved surveys each year
using specialist vehicles to determine the condition of the local road network.
These surveys record various highway defects including ruts, cracks, ride quality
and surface texture and with this data we are able to assess and prioritise repairs
objectively and produce our annual highway improvement programmes. Working
to 'asset management' principles enables us to target maintenance at the right time
to enable a cost-effective solution. Lesser treatments carried out at the right time
are much more cost effective than full structural repairs after the onset of failure.
This is why sometimes it appears that some roads are being resurfaced before other
roads that appear in a better condition visually. In fact, it is considerably less
expensive and more cost effective to treat a road prior to the onset of failure as this
negates the need for a deeper treatment, usually involving the removal of lower
layers of construction.
For roads that have reached this level of failure, unfortunately, more often than not
budget allocation only allows us to keep these roads in a safe and serviceable
condition until funds become available for a deeper, more expensive repair. It may
also be helpful to know we carry out extensive analysis of deterioration trends
assessing many years of road condition data available to us. As I have explained
above different roads deteriorate at different rates because of the complex
mechanisms involved in the degradation of a road pavement. This analysis helps us
build a picture of how quickly certain roads deteriorate and enables us to prioritise
maintenance to minimise costs.
The treatment carried out on the A340 recently was essential for safety reasons.
The previous surfacing was worn and “fatted” surface dressing that had poor
skidding resistance in many places, and lacked texture depth throughout. Texture
is extremely important on high speed roads, as it assists with the dispersion of
surface water during wet conditions, reducing the risk of aqua-planing, especially
during braking. The new surface will significantly improve the grip and surface
texture, reducing the likelihood of a high speed crash in wet conditions on the
50mph section.
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rECENt SUrFaCiNG oF tHE a340 BEtWEEN tHEalE
aNd tHE M4 oVErBridGE
You may also be interested to know the resurfacing on this road was not funded
locally, but by the Department for Transport (DfT) as part of a £3m bid we were
successful in winning last year to improve our network. I am sure you will also be
pleased to know that sections of Common Hill (from the A340 to Bradfield
crossroads), Union Road, Dark Lane and Chalk Pit Farm Road have recently been
resurfaced/surface dressed in the Bradfield/Tidmarsh area.
I hope this explains in a bit more detail how we prioritise maintenance and some
of the problems we face and indeed why some roads are resurfaced when there
seems to be little wrong, visually. However, if you would like a more detailed
explanation of how this process is carried out, our Highway Asset Management
Plan (HAMP) explaining the process, can be found on our website at
www.westberks.gov.uk.

EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR
OUR CARPETS, RUGS,
RUGS UPHOLSTER
UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOORS

The most thorough cleaning you’ve
ou’ve ever seen… or it’
For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning
ng of your carpets, u
upholster
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today 0
0118
118 3
329
2 0058
W
Wee have our own dedicated rug wash
facility in Bradfield. Free collection
delivery
rugs..
y of all
and deliver
ry
al rugs

All floor tiles and g
grout
gro
out cleaned,
ffullll restoration off allll naturall stone
floors (incl. marble floor polishing).

“We
“W
We always take the time to visit
vis you to sur
survey
vey all yyour requirements and leave you with a
no obligation written quotation, which doesn’
doesn’tt chang
change. You know where you are on price.”

www.abfab.uk.com
www
.abfab.uk
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CriCKEt MatCH tHrillEr – tidMarSH rEtaiN tHE SHiEld
Despite a noon pitch inspection in driving rain and a less than favourable forecast,
the inter village cricket match went ahead at Sulhamstead cricket ground on
Sunday 12 August, and proved to be one of the closest matches since the annual
event started in 1997.
Tidmarsh captain Brad Read won the toss and elected to bat and after losing an
early wicket, they raced to 69 with young Andrew MacEwen hitting 25 runs before
retiring. The strong batting continued with Neil Hooper and Bobby Buck both
striking 22 runs before Sulham edged back into the game by bowling both batsmen
in the penultimate 2 overs with the score at 107. Tidmarsh then struck some hefty
blows in the final over to reach an excellent total of 118 for 4, in 16 overs.
After a fine tea provided by the ladies of both villages, Sulham’s openers got off to a
good start hitting 25 off the first 3 overs but Tidmarsh fought back with 4 quick
wickets and some tight bowling to slow the run chase. With the help of a fine 26
from Rob Evans, it all came down to the last over with Sulham needing 12 runs to
draw level but despite a valiant effort by captain John Alderton and John Haggarty,
Sulham ended their innings at 112 for 4; just 6 runs short.
It was great to see that both teams comprised of players from all ages, and for the
first time included a lady cricketer (Emma MacEwen), who boosted Sulham’s ranks.
A big thanks to Sulhamstead CC for their hospitality, all the players, the people who
kindly helped with the teas and the supporters from both villages who made this a
really great community fun day.
John Alderton and Brad Read (Sulham and Tidmarsh team captains)
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tirEd oF JUSt SiNGiNG iN tHE SHoWEr?
You like singing – but do not fancy the formality of a traditional choir, then you
may just love this!!
A small group of 25 people max, no audition or indeed other requirements needed
except for enthusiasm and the ability to hold a tune. Claudia our very talented
leader teaches all the harmonies by ear . . . . much easier than it sounds! Claudia
already runs two longstanding adult singing groups in Goring and will in
September start another adult singing group in Pangbourne at Pangbourne
Primary School on Wednesdays 7.15pm-8.45pm (term time only).
We live in Tidmarsh and have now been singing with a group for about 2 years and
honestly find it a fantastically uplifting, positive and fun evening – you literally
leave humming!! We sing a great variety of rock/pop, folk and gospel. Come along
and see for yourself . . . . Try a Free Session on a Wednesday at Pangbourne Primary
School.
Please get in touch if you want more information.
Julian & Eva Gray – graysinn1@yahoo.com
To book a space for a taster session email Claudia Gibson:
Email: c@claudgibson.com or text: 07796 776461

• GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS
• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
• FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY • SHELVING
• FENCING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS • DRAFTS • SQUEAKS
• NO JOB TOO SMALL
• MANY JOBS UNDER £50

Call Peter on 07504 266151
16 Childrey Way, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5EA
Tel 0118 9624571 E: peterspropserv@aol.com
Visit our website on www.ppmhome.co.uk
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Bradfield Fuelwood
Pickup loads £80
Netted bags of logs £5
Netted bags of Kindling £6
Call Roger on
07809 182329 / 0118 974 4577
Free local delivery
roger_shilton@yahoo.com
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YattENdoN SCHool

tidmarsh and Sulham parents invited for a tour of
Yattendon School
Parents in Tidmarsh and Sulham with children due to start school next year are
invited to visit Yattendon C of E Primary School. West Berkshire Council
encourages families to view a range of schools in their area – not just their
catchment school – and submit their choices before the January deadlines.
Head Teacher, Rachel Manley, says: “The majority of our pupils come from outside
the village as the number of families in catchment is low, so no application is
wasted. Families choose Yattendon School because we are a friendly village
primary school with small class sizes and a family feel. But they also appreciate our
excellent teaching and the opportunities that we offer, which rival many other
local schools.”
Yattendon School is celebrating a busy and successful year – an Ofsted inspection
that resulted in a Good rating with a number of strengths highlighted; the highest
Key Stage 1 results in the Local Authority; being one of five schools to achieve at
least the expected level in Reading, Writing and Maths at Key Stage 2 and the
second highest score in reading; a 100 per cent Phonics pass rate; securing the
School Games Mark Gold Award; plus dozens of enrichment activities, trips and
residentials and a community garden party.
Rachel Manley, added: “I’m so proud of all the staff and children for their drive and
commitment every day. Achieving great results is an indicator that our pupils are
progressing well. However, just as important is that they are happy, independent
learners, with plenty of opportunities to be challenged and enjoy a rich range of
extra curricula activities.”
The school will be holding an official open day in October but is also happy to
arrange private tours. For more information and to contact the office:
yattendonschool.co.uk
Rachel Jones
23
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BERRINGTONS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

• CLEAN, RELIABLE, HAPPY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• CERTIFICATES ISSUED • DISCOUNT ON GROUP BOOKINGS
• FULLY INSURANCED

FOR MORE INFORMA
INFORMATION
ATION
TIO TEL: 01635 813279
TION
79

For all your
printing needs
Our family run business has been established
for over twenty years and has a client base as
diverse as their requirements. Whether you’re
an individual or a blue chip company we can
provide for all your printing needs.

HERALD
G R A P H I C S

• creative services • personal and company stationery
• brochures and leaflets • magazines
• promotional material • personalisation and mail-merging
• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround
• conventional print • large format and display systems
• finishing • storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact
Peter (0118) 9311 488 or
email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
272 Elgar Road South, Reading, Berkshire RG2 0BZ
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loCal iNForMatioN
advice and Support

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Jonathan Pearson (Chairman)
0118 984 4837
Steve Webb (Vice Chairman)
0118 984 4194
John Haggarty
0118 984 4122
Colin Pawson
0118 984 2619
Mike Broun
0118 984 3114
Sima Elliot
07720 469 316

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury
01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am
0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical

libraries

The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Pangbourne
Newbury

Rector of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close,
Pangbourne
0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 4117
01635 519 900

Medical
The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne
NHS Direct

Church Administrator
Rachel Buckingham
Church office open
Wednesday and Friday
12.00-3.00pm
0118 984 5066
admin@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 2234
0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office
0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury)
01635 42400
Parish Magazine Committee
Jenny Cope (editor)
Gillian Alderton
John Butler (treasurer)
Jennifer Nutt

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne;
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham
Jill Palfrey
0118 984 2698
Julia Sheppard
0118 956 1820

0118 984 4671
0118 984 2729
0118 984 2621
0118 984 2370

Parochial Church Council
Emergencies
All non-emergencies
Floodline

999

PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud; Wilma Grant

101
0345 988 1188

Sulham Representatives
Gill Haggarty
Gillian Alderton
Judith Sumner

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)

0118 984 4122
0118 984 2729

Friends of St Laurence
Jon Chishick, Chairman
0118 984 3666
John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)
0118 942 8001
Rick Jones (Conservative)
0118 962 3793

Committee Chairs
St Laurence:
St Nicholas: Gill Haggarty
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TBC
0118 984 4122

loCal iNForMatioN
Public transport
Rail Travel
First Great Western
08457 000 125
National Rail Enquiries
08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50
Bus Travel
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)
Reading Buses
Newbury Buses
Thames Travel

We welcome all advertisements,
articles and letters submitted for
inclusion in the magazine but the
editor reserves the right to refuse,
alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no
responsibility for, nor necessarily
agrees with, views expressed in
such submissions.

0118 933 3725
0118 959 4000
01635 567500
01491 837988

Please email any items,
including photographs, for the
next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
by 1st December at the latest.

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info
0871 200 22 33

Scouts and Girl Guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett
Cubs, Jane Barkshire
Scouts, Simon Pickett
Rainbows, Helen Randall
Brownies, Clare Pincock
Guides, Helen Randall
Rangers, Helen Randall

Whilst we make every effort to ensure
the accuracy of the information
printed in this magazine, the editor
cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors or
omissions that may occur.

0118 933 1615
07811 446 488
0118 933 1615
01635 48765
0118 984 4286
01635 48765
01635 48765

adVErtiSiNG
If you would like to advertise
in our magazine, please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671
or send an email to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson

07768 237132

Village Hall Committee

12 Months

Alan Maskell
0118 984 5326
Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes)
0118 984 2561
Emergency Contact
07954 140048
Email:
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

(4 issues)

Full page: £125.00
Half page: £75.00
Quarter page: £50.00
Please send your advert details
or changes to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

West Berkshire district Council
Main switchboard
Streetcare
Planning applications

01635 42400
01635 519080
01635 519111
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www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk

