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Editorial
Welcome to first issue of the magazine in 2009!
Well I am sure you are all wondering what this ‘credit crunched’ year will have
in store? The thing is nobody actually knows but it is sure to be an interesting
one.
Living here in Tidmarsh and Sulham we are
extremely fortunate to be so close to nature
that every day we can see green fields, trees
and wildlife — things that we can so easily take
for granted but that you would surely miss if
you lived in a town.
We can, if we choose, forego the expensive
gym memberships in favour of lovely country
walks with a few hills thrown in for more
energetic training!
Most of us have gardens large enough to grow
our own produce, so we don’t have to pay
extortionate supermarket prices for organically
grown vegetables.
Many of us even have space to keep some
livestock — I can highly recommend chickens!
These creatures are extremely friendly, are
happy to eat our leftovers and reward us with
beautiful free range fresh eggs every day
which simply do not compare to anything on
offer in the supermarket! Anyone can get
started with chickens very easily and cheaply
as The Battery Hen Welfare Trust are always
looking for homes for ex-battery hens — these
chickens adapt very quickly to their freedom
and continue to lay for a long time.

And let us not forget our Classifieds page — in
2009 this could become a valuable way to sell
what we no longer have any use for and to
buy what we need. We are a small community
but I am sure we all have things which might
be of use to someone else and this magazine
is the way to tell everyone about it. It could be
something as simple as swapping seeds or
plants but if things do get tougher, it all helps!
Can I also remind you that if you do have a
product or service to advertise, we would love
to include you. This will not only help to fund
the production of the magazine but also
provides a service to the local community as
it’s often the first port of call when looking for a
tradesman or even a babysitter or dog walker!
Information on our advertising rates and how
to go about it are included in this issue.
Finally, I would like to welcome the Roddick
family to Tidmarsh — Bev & Mark and their
children will moving here early in the new year.
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy new
year.

Jenny Cope
on behalf of the Editorial Team

Printed by Trinity Creative Resources
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Dates for your diary
Walking group

Book club

These walks will start at Tidmarsh Village Hall at
9:30 am and will last approximately 1½ hours.
They will be at an easy pace on paths over
fields and woodland. Sociable doggies are
welcome! There will be coffee and chat
afterwards in the village hall (see below).

The next Tidmarsh with Sulham book club read
will be The Colour by Rose Tremain. Discussion
over coffee or a glass of wine will take place
on January 14 at Hill Rising, Green Lane in
Pangbourne at 8 pm.

Friday 9 January and
Friday 6 February

Coffee morning

Friday 9 January and
Friday 6 February
The Village Hall coffee mornings will take place
on Friday 9 January (a week later than normal)
and Friday 6 February from 11 am to noon for
a catch up and a cuppa.
For those of you who haven’t yet been and
have thought about doing so, the coffee
mornings are a relaxed social get together for
anyone in the two villages, young or old,
working or non-working. Please come along,
we’d love to see you.
Why not combine it with a walk with the
walking group starting at 09:30 am on the
same days (see above)?

Annual bereavement
service

Wednesday 14 January,
Wednesday 25 February and
Wednesday 1 April

Further meetings will be on 25 February when
we will be discussing The Great Gatsby at
Sulham Farmhouse and on 1 April when the
book will be My Cousin Rachel and the venue
Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham.
Everyone is welcome to join in; discussion is
very informal. For more details please contact
Gillian on 0118 984 2729.

Village hall party
Saturday 24 January

We will be running our annual Village Hall Party
Night on 24 January starting at 7:30 pm.
Families are welcome. Please bring a plate of
food and your own alcoholic drinks with you
(soft drinks will be provided on the night).
Come along and enjoy a fun family quiz,
catch up with friends and welcome in the New
Year. A raffle will also be drawn on the night.

Sunday 11 January

The annual bereavement service to remember
loved ones who have died will be held on
Sunday 11 January at 6 pm at St James the
Less in Pangbourne. The service is open to all
who know the pain of bereavement.
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Dates for your diary (continued)
Plant and cake sale
Saturday 14 March

Come and enjoy tea, coffee and cake at
Pangbourne Village Hall, Station Road,
Pangbourne, RG8 7AN from 10 am to
12.30 pm. A raffle will be drawn at noon.
All proceeds go to the Aman Kapila Memorial
Fund (registered charity - Charities Aid
Foundation Number T/30193531).

Forthcoming events...

The Village Hall Committee is planning events
for 2009 and, so far, has agreed to run a skittles
evening, probably in late April.
If you have any suggestions for forthcoming
events, please contact Peter King
(0118 984 4213), Karen Fountaine
(0118 930 2622) or any other member of the
committee.

Village hall quiz night
Saturday 21 March

The annual Village Hall Quiz Night will take
place at 7:30 pm and will be run by our expert
quizmaster Jon Chishick. Please put this date in
your diary and start to pull together your team
of experts now. Further details in the next
magazine.
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Village matters
Village hall jumble sale
update
Saturday 8 November

Thank you to all of you who helped out and/or
provided donations for the recent Village Hall
Jumble Sale. We raised £80 towards the
upkeep of the hall.
Next year we plan to add to this event a little
with a table top sale (where you need to
pre-book your table). We’ll also provide tea
and cakes in order to entice a few more
punters! Details will follow next year.

Hiring the village hall

Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10
per hour. Please contact Karen Fountaine on
0118 930 2622 for details and availability.

Pamper evening update
Thursday 20 November

A huge thank you to all the exhibitors and
attendees at our first ever pamper evening.
All those involved in organising the event
thought it was a very enjoyable evening —
especially Karen Fountaine who could barely
stand up after her very relaxing Indian head
massage!
The mini beauty sessions were very popular
with manicures, facials and reflexology
treatments in high demand, as was the
“impromptu” tarot card reader.
We have more ideas for this event for next year
and we definitely plan to run it again in 2009.

Children’s Christmas party update
Sunday 7 December
by Joanne Walker

The challenge for this December was could we beat our attendance at last
year’s Village Hall Children's Christmas Party? Well, we did it; 27 eager
youngsters duly arrived on the day (parents in tow) hopeful that Santa may
come again this year.
After a very useful Mickey Mouse Christmas
movie (on our brand new Village Hall screen
and projector), we played a few party games
to get into the party mood.

The McBain twins also did a great job of
judging the musical bumps game — far too
contentious for me to shout (especially with
two children taking part!).

Thanks to Imogen’s dad (sorry, everyone is
someone’s parent in this write up) for
adjudicating in the rather competitive game
of musical chairs!

Alex Woodward did a great job for us as DJ (he
was a bit too cool to take part) and the mums
did a fantastic job of providing food, serving it
up and cleaning up afterwards.
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Village matters (continued)
Of course, the star of the show was Father
Christmas himself, who this year (clearly
affected by the credit crunch) turned up in a
Land Rover Discovery, beautifully driven by
Santa’s elf (John Harland).
Santa looked very smart in a shiny new Santa’s
outfit and quickly had his audience eating out
of his hands. He was clearly a little worried by
the amount of drum kits requested this year by
the children of Tidmarsh and Sulham — he may
need a larger sleigh as a result on Christmas
Eve.
After singing some Christmas songs, Santa
gave everyone a lovely present and then left
for his afternoon nap (well, he is rather busy at
this time of year).
Many thanks to everyone who helped —
especially Peter, Joy, Karen, Ann, John and
Tessa from the Village Hall Committee. A big
thanks to all the mums and dads who helped
and, of course, to Santa for paying us a visit.
Hope to see you all again next year!
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Farming news
Autumn/winter at Sulham Farms
by John Haggarty

At this time of the year, work in the fields comes to a stop as the soil becomes
too wet. In most years, wheat and barley for harvesting the following summer
have been planted and have made their first stages of growth before the
colder weather slows down the development of the plants.
Following this year’s delayed harvest,
preparing the ground was held up and
November saw a prolonged spell of wet
making sowing impossible. Our last few fields
intended for planting this autumn have been
postponed and will be planted in the spring.
This has been the case throughout the country
and may have an effect on yields and supply
of grain next harvest. Farmers have also had to
give considerable thought into the economics
of cropping as prices of grain are fifty percent
down on last year. This is due to very good
harvests throughout the world grain growing
areas and the crash in prices of all
commodities during the past few months.
One of the main tasks to complete now is the
trimming of all the hedges around the farm.
The hedge cutter has been on the tractor for
the past few weeks to cut the large amount of
growth which resulted from the wet summer.
We leave the cutting until the end of the year
so that wild birds have completed nesting and
have had a good supply of feed from berries
during the autumn.
We also cut the hedges in rotation, so that
many are not cut every year but once every
two or three years. Hedges alongside roads
and footpaths are cut every year.
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Now that the fields are becoming wet and
grass growth has stopped, we bring all the
cattle inside for the winter.
The cows have been grazing all summer with
their spring-born calves and these are now
separated to give the cows a well-earned rest.
The cattle are housed in sheds with straw for
bedding. They are fed on barley grown on the
farm.
Autumn is also the time of cattle sales for us
and cattle which have reached 18 months of
age are sold. Some of these are purchased by
other farmers for breeding and some for further
fattening.
I am still a supporter of livestock markets and,
although the market in Reading closed several
years ago, there is still a very active one in
Oxfordshire.
We were fortunate in achieving very good
prices; our cattle from Sulham attained a
premium for their condition and the way they
have been reared. This brings satisfaction to all
the hard work it has taken to reach that stage.
Work over the winter now revolves around
feeding cattle and carrying out all the
numerous maintenance projects until drier
weather enables the fields to be ploughed
ready for spring planting.
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Restaurant review
The Leatherne Bottel in Goring-on-Thames
by Steven Webb

“You must go” said our friend, having taken his family there, “it’s a lovely spot
by the river, and the food's fantastic!” Since we went on a damp and dark
November night, we’ll take his word about the river view, but he was totally
correct about the food.
One member of staff spotted us coming in
from the cold and came out to hold the doors
and take our coats; this set the scene for the
excellent service we received. The staff were
friendly, knowledgeable about the courses
and where the ingredients and wines came
from, and attentive without being overly
conspicuous.
Since neither of us could decide what to order,
we both opted to go for the tasting menu that
offers samples of the starter and main courses.
We started with some seared scallops — tricky
to get right but these were spot on — followed
by a miniature terrine of foie gras, pigeon
breast, and ham with toasted brioche and an
apple and grape chutney accompaniment.
The seared fillet of sea bass that came next
had a creamy risotto accompaniment, and
was followed by the final main course taster —
venison, one of my favourites and beautifully
cooked.

To round things off, we were presented with a
light lemon tart with a raspberry sorbet
accompaniment that was the perfect finish —
I don’t think either of us could have dealt with
a heavy dessert by then!
As an introduction to the food on offer, we'd
both heartily recommend the tasting menu —
possibly not the cheapest at £58 per head, or
£95 with wine. Individual starters begin at £8.50
and main courses are from £17.50.
Thoroughly enjoyable — now all we need is a
drowsy summer's afternoon to sample the
riverside setting!

Leatherne Bottel
Goring-on-Thames
RG8 0HS
Tel: 01491 872667
http://www.leathernebottel.co.uk

The cheese board was possibly my partner's
favourite course; she's often disappointed with
the limited selection offered by some
restaurants, but no such worries here. There
was a range of some fifteen or more to choose
from, including a local soft Oxfordshire brie.

8

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Book club news
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
by Alison Boyland

Wow, probably the meatiest read yet!
Even though it is classified as a children’s book
it was very thought provoking. It was about the
second world war as told from death’s point of
view which was unique.

It captures the power of the written word, how
it can transform and empower a girl’s life, but
can also have a negative power, as shown by
the devastating effect of Mein Kampf.

It was surprisingly difficult to get into the book
as the style was so different and I found
death’s ability to predict what was about to
happen disturbing and off-putting. Eventually,
however, you realise that enhances the book’s
effect on you.

In the end, it is an uplifting book showing how
even in adversity love in families and friendship
can really offer joy.

Parish Magazine

Certainly worth a read.
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Across the Appalachian Trail
by Brian Worsley of Tidmarsh

In October 1988 Valerie and I were in Maine, celebrating our silver wedding
anniversary. At the suggestion of our guide book, we climbed the 5,000 foot
Mt Katahdin in Baxter National Park.
It was subzero so we were surprised to meet a
man loafing around on the top. He had just
finished the Appalachian Trail and was
awaiting his friends. We asked what the
Appalachian Trail was and he said it started
over 2,000 miles away in Georgia on Springer
Mountain.

The trail crosses roads occasionally and if there
was a hotel/motel/guest house within a short
distance, we luxuriated in a bed — bliss!

Later we looked up the Appalachian Trail and,
although we had never done anything like it,
thought it might be an interesting way to start
my retirement. In February 1995 I retired; two
weeks later we flew to the USA on our way to
Springer Mountain.

We tried to take off every weekend to go to
church. It was unusual for us not to be invited
for a meal which reminded us that as Christians
we are part of a large world wide family. We
even stayed with one family for a week when I
had bad tendonitis.

We arrived back at Katahdin six months, one
week and a day less 5½ hours and 2,162 miles
later!

We walked a minimum of 4 miles, a maximum
of 23 miles and an average of 13.1 miles on our
walking days. Besides carrying camping gear
and food for up to 10 days, we had to carry
clothing to cope with temperatures varying
between zero and 35°C. We carried about
115 lbs between us. Although we lost about
34 lbs each, our packs felt just as heavy on the
last day as the first which seemed very unfair.

Those who have read Bill Bryson’s A Walk in the
Woods may have some idea of what it is like —
although he only walked 800 miles of it!
The trail goes over every peak — no going
around the sides! It ascends the equivalent of
Everest 80 times and an average-sized person
takes about 5 million paces — we didn’t
check!
We backpacked (for the first time in our lives)
the whole way. There are wooden shelters
along the trail with platforms on which to put
sleeping bags. There was room for 4 to 20
people — more if it’s raining. We carried a
small tent for when there was no shelter or it
was full.
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We even slept in a couple of shop fronts. One
had a public phone and the number of a local
pizza takeaway — we dined well that night.

Would we do it again? NO WAY! If we hadn’t
been sponsored by Greyfriars Church
members for their missionary trust, we would
have given up fairly early on. About two
thousand people start the trail each year but
only about 200 finish. So we are a little smug
about completing it!
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Classifieds
Advertise your unwanted goods here — it’s free for local residents!
Simply e-mail your ad to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
TREK girls pink bicycle for sale with 16" wheels,
suitable for age 5-8 years approximately, good
condition, stabilisers included. Bought from
Mountain High in Pangbourne. £15ono. If
interested, contact Ian on 07747 074865.

Buyer to collect following items from
Pangbourne. Please call 0118 984 2623.
• Solid pine triple wardrobe with central
mirror. 1.8m wide. £200.
• Solid pine dressing table with 8 drawers. £80.
• Writing bureau, mahogany veneer. 1m high
by 74cm wide. £50
• Gilt edged mirror. 55cm high by 80cm wide.
£20.
• John Lewis cot bed, excellent condition.
£110
• Habitat hat stand. £15.
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Childrens ski clothes for sale. Please contact
0118 984 2729.
• Black and beige Quicksilver ski jacket (11-13
years).
• All in one ski suit to fit child aged 10-12.
• Black Gortex (waterproof) salopettes and
good quality crash helmets.
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Church matters
Services for January
Date

St James the Less
St Laurence
St Nicholas
Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne Tidmarsh Road, Tidmarsh Sulham Hill, Sulham

Fri 2 Jan

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 4 Jan
Epiphany

07:45
09:30
10:30
18:00

Wed 7Jan

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 9 Jan

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 11 Jan
First Sunday of
Epiphany

07:45
09:30
11:00
18:00

Wed 14 Jan

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 16 Jan

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Holy communion
Family service
Sung communion
Choral evensong

Holy communion
Family communion
Mattins
Bereavement service

Sun 18 Jan
07:45 Holy communion
Second Sunday 09:30 Family service
of Epiphany
10:30 Sung communion
Wed 21 Jan

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 23 Jan

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 25 Jan
Third Sunday
of Epiphany
Week of prayer
for Christian
Unity

07:45 Holy communion
10:00 Family communion

Wed 28 Jan

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 30 Jan

10:00 Noah’s ark*

10:30 Family service
celebrating Epiphany
with music and drama

10:30 Family communion

10:30 Family service

15:00 United service

* Noah’s ark takes place each Friday morning in the term time at St James the Less in Pangbourne.
It’s very popular with 0-5 year olds and their parents. Two leaders are supported by six or seven
helpers. There is a short, informal service aimed at the very young followed by playtime and craft
activities. Drinks and biscuits are served during which time there is much chat and social
interaction. Everyone is very welcome.
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Church matters (continued)
Services for February
Date

St James the Less
St Laurence
St Nicholas
Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne Tidmarsh Road, Tidmarsh Sulham Hill, Sulham

Sun 1 Feb
Fourth Sunday
of Epiphany

07:45
09:30
10:30
18:00

Holy communion
Family service
Sung communion
Choral evensong

Wed 4 Feb

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 6 Feb

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 8 Feb
Third Sunday
before Lent

07:45
09:30
11:00
18:00

Wed 11 Feb

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 13 Feb

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Holy communion
Family communion
Mattins
Evening service

Sun 15 Feb
07:45 Holy communion
Second Sunday 09:30 Family service
before Lent
10:30 Sung communion
Wed 18 Feb

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 20 Feb

10:30 Christmas celebration

Sun 22 Feb
First Sunday
before Lent

07:45 Holy communion
10:00 Family communion

Wed 25 Feb

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 27 Feb

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Parish Magazine

10:30 Family service
celebrating
Candlemas

10:30 Family communion

10:30 Family service

18:00 Evensong
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Advertisements
Please support our advertisers and, when
you contact them, mention that you saw
their advert in the Tidmarsh with Sulham
Parish Magazine.
If you would like to advertise here, please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 3644 or send an
e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
Prices for one year:
Full page advert - £100
Half page advert - £60
Quarter page advert - £35
Prices for six months:
Full page advert - £50
Half page advert - £30
Quarter page advert - £17.50
We can design your advertisement for you for
an additional, one-off fee of £10!
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Advertisements (continued)
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Useful contacts
Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew Street, Newbury.... 01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ... 0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president)..... 0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury ................. 0118 984 2928
Church wardens
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard......................... 0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard.............................. 0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Deanery synod representatives
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051
Ian Busby ....................................... 0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn...................................... 0118 984 2129
To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon ................................... 01491 671 440
Graham Beckett........................... 0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby .................................. 0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn....................................... 0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe............................ 0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner .......................................................

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Libraries

Pangbourne.................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne . 0118 984 2234
NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury).... 01635 42400

Parish magazine committee

Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3644
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Margaret Truscott ......................... 0118 984 4194

Parliamentary
Member of parliament
Martin Salter
(constituency number)................ 0118 954 6782
Purley, Tidmarsh, and Sulham councillors
John Chapman ............................ 0118 946 6999
Tim Metcalfe ................................. 0118 942 8001

Tidmarsh representatives
Colin Limb...................................... 0118 984 2635
Susan Worthington ....................... 0118 984 2937
Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty ................................. 0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Anne Bolam .................................. 0118 942 1020
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Useful contacts (continued)
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jim West (clerk) ............................ 0118 984 2747
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson ............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb................................ 0118 984 4194

Police

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50
Bus travel
Reading Buses ............................... 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses .............................. 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988

Emergencies
.......................................................................... 999

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

Non-emergencies
Thames Valley Police................. 01865 841 1148
Pangbourne police station ......... 0118 953 6000
Newbury police station .............. 0845 8 505 505
Reading police station ............... 0845 8 505 505

Village hall committee

Scouts and girl guides

Beavers, Simon Pickett................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock.............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Karen Fountaine (bookings) ....... 0118 930 2622

West Berkshire District
Council

Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ...................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but
the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material which is unsuitable for any
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in
such submissions.
Please e-mail any items for the next edition of magazine to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com
by 15 February at the latest.
Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine,
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that
may occur.
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