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Editorial 

A very happy new year to all our read-

ers from your editorial and production 

team! 

I would also like to say a big thank you 

to our advertisers, especially those who 

support the magazine year after year. 

I do hope you all had a very enjoyable 

Christmas.  The mild weather made 

travelling to see relatives far easier than 

last year and the absence of below 

freezing temperatures makes life with 

horses much more pleasant! 

 

 

In fact today, the 27th December, I 

have spent the day tidying up my gar-

den and mowing the lawns as they are 

looking so long and tatty!  I can hon-

estly say I don‟t think I have ever 

mowed the grass in December!  

It was delightful to be outside and not 

be cold during the Christmas break;  I 

always receive lots of gardening-

related presents for Christmas and usu-

ally they are put away in the green-

house and forgotten about until March 

but not this year!   

I put on new gardening gloves, tried out 

my new ratchet secateurs (which cut 

branches 1” thick with ease), planted 

some lovely Cornus shrubs  and 

planned where to plant out all the flow-

ers and vegetables which I will be rais-

ing from the seeds I received!  A pretty 

perfect way to spend the 27th Decem-

ber I think especially after eating far too 

much turkey and drinking far too much 

champagne over the previous three 

days! 

As always, please continue to send in 

your news, views and articles.  It is these 

contributions which really make this a 

village publication and make it so read-

able! 

And finally on a really positive note - we 

have had the shortest day so Spring is 

just around the corner and before you 

know it, we will be asking for your help 

with the Summer Fete! 

Welcome to the January/ February 2012  issue of the magazine! 

Jenny Cope   jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or  0774 777 5900  
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Dates for your diary 
Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 

Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Vil-

lage Hall at 9.30 . 

The routes are not hard and the pace is 

not too fast, walks usually last for 1.5 - 2 

hours. All welcome, including well-

behaved dogs. 

 Next dates are, Friday 4th November,, 

Friday 6 January, Friday 3rd February, and 

Friday 2nd March  

Coffee morning 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

These are usually held on the first Friday of 

the month from 11am to 12noon. Normally 

the village walk precedes the coffee 

morning. 

  

Next dates are Friday 6th January, Friday 

3rd February, and Friday 2nd March  

 

 

Village Bike Rides 

There will be easy bike rides leaving from 

Sulham church. If you would like more 

information before coming on a ride 

please call Gillian on 9842729. 

 

Hall of sound 
On the last Friday of each month... 

...there is a music evening held in  

Pangbourne Village Hall. The music is per-

formed by an ever-changing line up of 

talented singers and musicians of all ages 

and is always very varied. Bring your own 

drinks and have a really enjoyable eve-

ning not too far from home! All ages are  

welcome.  

For more information, or if you would like 

to take part in future events, go to 

www.hallofsound.co.uk. 

 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

Diamond Jubilee And The Big 

Lunch 

 
As part of the celebrations for the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee all communities across 

the UK are invited to join in  "The Big Lunch" 

on Sunday, 3 June 2012 

 

In recent years Rosemary and Richard 

Thomas have run the Tidmarsh with Sul-

ham Summer Supper. They have decided 

not to hold it this year due to the proximity 

of both the Diamond Jubilee celebrations 

and Olympic Games. Perhaps The Big 

Lunch could take its place. 

 

To establish whether there is sufficient in-

terest, please let them know if you would 

like to join in a Tidmarsh with Sulham Big 

Lunch 

 

Rosemaryandrichard-

thomas@btopenworld.com  

               (or 0118 9845740)  

http://www.hallofsound.co.uk
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Village Hall News  

100 Club draw 
A Happy New Year to everyone. 

 

The 100+ Club draws for November and December have taken place, and the winners 

are as follows:- 

 

November Draw:   1st prize £25 Tony Capewell 

                2nd prize £15 Rex Ward 

                   3rd prizes £10 Charles Vincent, C Woodward 

 

December Draw:    1st prize £25 John Harland 

         2nd prize £15 Margaret Truscott 

                   3rd prizes £10 Cathy Tucker, John Lindsey 

 

The final draws are planned to take place at the coffee morning on Friday 6th Janu-

ary. 

 

The Children’s Christmas Party  
The Children‟s Christmas Party, held in the 

village hall on Sunday 4th December, was a 

great success. Thank you to everyone who 

helped, especially to Joanne and Ian 

Walker for running another fun party for the 

children of the villages. The children were 

delighted to see Santa arrive on his sleigh. 

Thank you to Margaret and Colin Pawson 

for providing the sleigh and, of course, to 

Santa for taking the time to visit us when he 

is so busy.  

 

 

Hiring the village hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire.  

 

For information on availability and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, 
Denise Randell on 0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 
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The Boathouse Surgery 
Help us Help You! 

The Pangbourne Medical Practice  

Patient Participation Group Seeks Your Views 

The Pangbourne Medical Practice Pa-

tient Participation Group (PPG) has now 

been meeting for almost a year. Our 

aim is to help the practice give a good 

service to its patients by gaining a bet-

ter understanding of what patients 

want. We‟d also like to enable patients 

to take part in shaping what local medi-

cal services are provided for the com-

munity.  

The PPG consists of around 20 patients 

and meets every two months with a 

break over the summer. We are chaired 

by Sir Neil Macfarlane.  

Dr Matilda Oppenheimer and Dr Nicki 

Williams also attend, and the group is 

administrated by Veronica, surgery Re-

ceptionist. 

Meetings include talks from surgery staff 

and we discuss matters affecting the 

surgery and its patients. Although we 

currently have enough patients attend-

ing the meetings you can still get in-

volved as we are really keen to hear 

from a wider population and hope to 

be representative:  

 

For your information minutes of the 

meetings are published on the surgery 

website for all patients to view: 

www.pangbournesurgery.gpsurgery.net  

We are aware that patients may want 

to raise issues with us without attending 

meetings so you can e-mail the PPG 

with general queries: 

ppg.pangbourne@nhs.net  

If you would like to join the group or 

consider that you represent a particular 

group of patients please contact Ve-

ronica and she can fit you in if there is a 

vacancy.  
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 TV is switching to digital all over the UK and in Febru-

ary 2012 the traditional TV signal will be switched off 

in the Meridian region. If you don‟t have digital TV 

by the time of switchover, you will lose your TV 

channels and have a blank screen. 

 

The BBC-run Switchover Help Scheme is concerned 

that no-one is left with a blank screen after the 

switchover and offers practical help for older and 

disabled people to convert one TV set to digital, 

including installation of the easy-to-use equipment, 

a demonstration of how to use it and 12 months of 

aftercare service including a free helpline. 

 

Eligible people have been sent a Help Scheme information pack through the post 

explaining the help available. Most people will be asked to pay £40 towards the 

standard option of help.  

You are eligible for the Help Scheme if you are: 

 

aged 75 or over, or 

live in a care home (for six months or more), or 

receive (or could get): 

 Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or  

Attendance or Constant Attendance Allowance, or 

 Mobility Supplement, or  

registered blind or partially sighted 

 

There will be extensive TV coverage about the Help Scheme and eligible people 

will receive an information pack but to get the help they are entitled to they must 

respond to the letter.   

 

The Switchover Help Scheme has helped hundreds of thousands of people to 

switch to digital. For more information, call 0800 40 85 900 or visit 

www.helpscheme.co.uk. 

 

Perhaps you know someone who needs a helping hand at Switchover time?  That 

person will have to ask for the assistance so you could help them make that 

„phone call  to the Switchover Help Scheme.  

 

If you are not eligible for the help scheme, information is available from Digital UK. 

If you are watching Freeview channels already you are using the digital signal 

and you will only have to re-tune your set twice in February when prompted to do 

so.  

08456 50 50 50 or www.digitaluk.co.uk 

Switch to digital TV 
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Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and 

Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, includ-

ing their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at: 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Application Ref Address Proposal 

 11/00218/

COMIND  

Berkshire Retail 

Park Pincents 

Lane Tilehurst   

Erection of Class A1 retail store with associ-

ated car parking, landscaping, servicing 

and access arrangements.  (IKEA) 

11/01423/HOUSE  6 Tidmarsh Barns 

Tidmarsh Lane 

Construction of porch extension and instal-

lation of conservation type roof windows.  

11/01424/HOUSE  7 Tidmarsh Barns 

Tidmarsh Lane 

Construction of porch extension and instal-

lation of roof windows and installation of 

log burning stove with enlarged chimney.  

11/02429/HOUSE  Lawrence House 

The Street 

Erection of a single storey timber and dou-

ble glazed orangery  

11/02157/OUT  Old Rectory Cot-

tage Tidmarsh Rd 

Outline Planning Permission for Replace-

ment Dwelling. Matters seeking consent: 

access, layout and scale  

Planning Applications 

Long established Sulham resident Mrs Joan Walker recently celebrated her 90th 

birthday in December with a small party of family and friends!! 

 

Joan came to live in Thatch Cottage in Sulham 50 years ago with her husband 

and son Adrian. She has recently moved to Sussex to live closer to her son. 

 

All her friends and neighbours from Sulham will miss her but wish her much happi-

ness in her new home. 

Happy Birthday 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/advancedSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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by Colin and Margaret Pawson 

 

The main courtyard of the Royal Mews in 

Windsor Castle on a bright , bracing Octo-

ber morning, cobbles glistening, brass fit-

tings gleaming in the stables , the Royal 

Standard fluttering over the Round Tower. 

The two 19th Century-style stage coaches 

stand side by side, the team of four English 

Hackneys in front of the "Monarch", four 

Household Cavalry black horses on front 

of the “Nimrod". The Crown Equerry, Colo-

nel Toby Browne, accompanied by his 

Border Terrier, has brought a message of 

good wishes and, as the clock strikes one, 

the two red-coated coachguards raise 

their coachhorns and blow the traditional 

call for the Start; passengers sit up, horses 

lean into their collars, iron tyres rumble on 

the cobbles and the 113 mile journey be-

gins. 

 

This is the fourth annual coaching Tour by 

these two coaches and a group of like-

minded friends, all determined to couple 

five days of fun and enjoyment with raising 

funds for the two Armed Service charities, 

Help for Heroes and The Household Cav-

alry Operational Casualties Fund. 

 

At which point, a very big "Thank You! " to 

all of you who gave so generously at my 

talk on "Coaches and Coachhorns"  in the 

Village Hall. A magnificent £302 was raised 

for the Charities. 

 

The logistics of these journeys are quite 

complex including arranging overnight  

Leaving Windsor 

 

stabling this year for thirteen horses and 

hotel accommodation for twenty-six pas-

sengers and support team. We try to avoid 

main roads to minimise disruption to other 

road users and besides, minor roads and 

lanes make for more attractive driving. We 

aim to travel about twenty miles each day 

with a longish lunch stop for the horses to 

be rested or teams changed. There are 

two support cars to "manage" traffic at 

junctions, roundabouts and narrow lanes, 

and this year the comfort of a mini-bus to 

move passengers to and from stables to 

the Hotel when necessary. 

 

Wide-eyed Windsor tourists and residents 

paused in astonishment as the coaches 

rolled past - one waits 100 years for one, 

then two come together! On to The BeIl at 

Waltham St Lawrence and a large and 

generous crowd of well-wishers including 

many friends from our two villages.  
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The Cavalry Blacks are changed for a 

team of grey Gelderlanders, bystanders 

watch fascinated as buckles are undone, 

straps thrown, chains unhooked and re-

hooked and horses led into the horsebox: 

then with horses, passengers, coachmen 

and guards well refreshed it's a tootle on 

the coachhorn and we're off, through 

Wargrave and along the Thames to 

Henley. There was an educational start 

the next morning when the coaches 

stopped outside Rupert House (School) in 

Henley where the children lined the pave-

ment, the guards answered innumerable 

questions and one of the teachers was 

cajoled into a tentative blow on the 

coachhorn, much to the children's delight. 

More village friends at The Bell in Crow-

marsh Gifford and then to Dorchester 

where the second night was to be spent 

and the historical excitement of driving 

the coaches and teams through the 

coaching arch of The George Hotel. 

 

Rupert House, Henley 

 

On leaving Dorchester our route ran 

through Abingdon with a late diversion as 

the town centre had been closed for the 

Michaelmas Fair (on a Tuesday!), then 

over the Thames at the two humped-back 

bridges at Newbridge, calling in at The 

Rose where we were  revived with a re-

fresher before stabling at Stanton Har-

court. 

 

The next day all the horses had to lean 

into their collars for the long slopes up to 

the market town of Charlbury and then a 

switch-back of lanes to Hook Norton and 

a very liquid welcome from the Brewery. 

Almost due north then to the last major 

challenge, circumnavigating Junction 15 

on the M40: with escort cars in front and 

behind, coachhorns toofling and at a 

spanking trot this was accomplished with 

style and dash!  

 

 

A brief call in to the headquarters of the 

Riding for the Disabled Association, then 

into the grounds surrounding the louring 

bulk of Warwick Castle. On the first stroke 

of two o'clock 'Nimrod" followed by 

"Monarch'' drove through the portcullised 

arch into the central courtyard : 113 miles, 

no untoward incidents (not even a lost 

horseshoe), much food and drink taken 

and £4500 raised from the bucket  collec-

tion alone. 

 

Al1 that remained that evening, once the 

horses had been settled down, was to 

mark the end of the Tour with a truly 

memorable bash in the Great Hall of the 

Castle! 

Tootlin‟ On ...........Continued 
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 By Richard Thomas 
 

In the last issue of the Parish Magazine (for November/December) I wrote that by late 

September the flow of water in the Sul brook appeared to be improving. I finished by 

saying "if only .....". Indeed, if only. Within a couple of days of writing the flow again 

reduced to a mere trickle, disappearing into the gravel beds before reaching the old 

watermill at Home Farm. Even now, in mid December, things have not really improved. 

We still have little more than a trickle of water at the bottom of our garden and the rest 

of the stream is still completely dried up. Good heavens, only a very few years ago we 

were faced with the stream flooding in July! 

Notes From The Sul 

These notes brought me lovely correspon-

dence from Don Hambleton (thank you 

Don), now of Chard in Somerset but formerly 

a longtime resident of Sulham. He writes that 

his grandfather was butler to the Rev John 

Wilder of Sulham. Don remembers swimming 

in the bathing place by Sulham Farm: appar-

ently the water was jolly cold! He describes 

the bathing place as being constructed as a 

proper swimming pool made of (probably) 

elm boards, with both a shallow and deep 

end, and being fed by the stream flowing in 

at the bottom of the deep end and out over 

the top of the shallow end. It must have 

been delightful. "If only ..." again seems to be 

an appropriate sentiment! 

 

Now for some better news: the pair of Man-

darin ducks with us last winter have bred 

successfully. We now have five of them hid-

ing themselves away, often on a fallen tree 

that lies across the brook in an inaccessible 

part of the wood. They are so shy and fly 

away if we go anywhere near them. Let us 

hope that we have a successful breeding 

season again next year. 

 

Another success has been with the wrens. 

We have never before seen so many as we 

have this year. 

 

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and let 

us see what we shall see. 

 

Richard Thomas. December 2011 

 

POSTSCRIPT 

 

No sooner had I written the above than the 

downpours started. On 13 December the Sul 

revived, advancing over the dry bed at a 

rate of about 50m an hour.  
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Countryside Matters 

Pang & Kennet Valley 
The Friends of the Pang and Kennet Valley 

Countryside Project has been set up to repre-

sent all of the people who care about the 

countryside in the two valleys. The events be-

low are co-ordinated by The Friends and give 

you the opportunity to come out on practical 

tasks, learn new skills, meet new people and, above all, enjoy yourself.  

The tasks usually begin around 10am and finish by 4pm but you are very welcome to 

come for as much time as you wish to give during these hours. Please wear suitable 

footwear and clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you are coming for the full day. 

Hot drinks are usually provided, as are the necessary tools. 

For further information please contact the Project Office 0118 930 5336 or see the  

website - www.pangandkennetvalleys.org.uk 

Tue 10th Jan - Hockett Field, Upper Bucklebury – Hedge maintenance – 10am  Park on the 

area of concrete standing, south of the Bucklebury to Chapel Row Road a few yards east of 

the Cox‟s Lane junction at SU 547687. It may be possible, on the day, to drive through this 

hard standing, follow the track and park in Hockett Field. 

Tue 17th Jan - Garden Cottage, Streatley - Water Meadow Management - 10am  Meet at 

the Recreational Ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Rd. Grid Ref: SU 593 812 

Tue 24th Jan – Grove Pit Common, Leckhampstead – Coppicing – 10am 

Access the common via the track which leaves the B4494 Westward at Cotswold Farm 

SU440777. Drive approx 700 yards up the track to the common. Please take care this is a 

car‟s width track used by horse riders. 

Tue 31st Jan - Mapleash Copse, Snelsmore Common – Coppicing - 10am 

Come coppicing for stakes and binders in Mapleash Copse ancient woodland. Meet at 

Bussock Hill House, Snelsmore Common, Chieveley.  Grid ref:  SU 462 718 

Tue 7th Feb - Garden Cottage, Streatley - Water Meadow Management - 10am 

Meet at the Recreational Ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Rd. Grid Ref: SU 593 812 

Tue 14th Feb - Holt Lodge Farm – Coppicing - 10:00am nr  Kintbury.  Grid ref:  SU 387 648. 

Tue 21st Feb - Ashampstead Common – Creating Veteran tree halos  - 10am 

Help clear and create a new veteran tree halo. Car park,Grid ref:  SU 587 751 

Tue 28th Feb- Bucklebury Common - Heathland Management - 10am 

Meet at Angel‟s Corner on Bucklebury Common.  Grid ref: SU 550 688 
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Miles for Macmillan   The Way Ahead 
Macmillan Cancer Support is invit-

ing you to don your walking boots 

to explore the local countryside and 

enjoy fresh air and stunning views. 

At the same time you will be taking 

steps to improve the lives of people 

living with cancer by fundraising to 

support vital health and information 

services across the region. 

 
If you enjoy walking at a time, pace or 

place convenient to your life-style, the 

charity is urging you to consider registering 

for the Wayfarer‟s Walk on its website 

www.wayfarerswalk.org.uk. 

 

Macmillan adopted the 70 mile trail -

which stretches from Inkpen in Berkshire to 

Emsworth in Hampshire - as part of last 

year‟s centenary celebrations. The project 

is called The Way Ahead. 

 

There is an online fee of £12.50 but once 

registered there is unlimited access to a 

wealth of information about the walk, in-

cluding a variety of maps and route de-

tails, 10 special hidden geocaches and a 

package of discount vouchers. 

If you prefer being part of an organised 

event, there are currently two such walks 

available which partially incorporate the 

Wayfarer‟s as part of the charity‟s national 

walking programme, Miles for Macmillan. 

 

  

 

On Sunday, February 12th, a six mile circu-

lar Valentine‟s Walk will take place in 

Hambledon, renowned as the „cradle of 

English cricket‟ and well worth a visit.  

 

And on Sunday, May 6th, there are two 

circular route options, 7 ½ miles or 12 ½ 

miles, starting at Ecchinswell and encom-

passing the famous Watership Down on 

the Berks/Hants border. 

 

Registration for the organised walks is 

online at www.macmillan.org.uk/walking 

and there is a £10 entry fee. 

 

If you prefer to register over the phone, 

please call 01264 343813. 
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Police Update  PCSO Vivienne Joyce 

In the past Sulham & Tidmarsh have 

had their fair share of crime.! The 

favourites in this area are generally 

burglary, bike and lead theft and 

traffic concerns. 

 
Of late the only real concern reported 

to us is the sexual activity taking place 

in the area of Moor Copse highlighted 

by several members of the public.  

Please be assured that patrols are regu-

lar in this area and the situation is being 

dealt with. 

 
It‟s been peaceful in these areas of late.  I 

do think that the Neighbourhood Watch 

group in Sulham with Dorothy Pickering at 

the helm has really helped to keep crime 

to a minimum.  They are always quick to 

report anything suspicious to the Police 

and to make themselves known to people 

who are acting suspiciously in the area.  

This kind of action really makes a differ-

ence and criminals will think twice about 

committing crime here if they think they 

are being watched.  Well done to all the 

residents of Sulham & Tidmarsh. 

 

Underage Drinking 

 

I have seen a decline in the public display 

of underage drinking in parks and public 

areas in our community since I began pa-

trolling the West Berkshire area five years 

ago.  It is now quite rare for me to have to 

seize alcohol from young people under 

the age of eighteen in the Pangbourne 

Police area. 

 

That is not to say that youngsters are no 

longer drinking.  They have perhaps just 

„got smart‟ and have become more artful 

in how they gain access to alcohol and 

where they consume it. 

 

We all have a part to play in ensuring that 

our youngsters approach the consump-

tion of alcohol sensibly and responsibly.  

The supply of alcohol is not limited to pubs, 

clubs and shops.  In my experience it is 

often taken from the family home, particu-

larly in the festive season, when most 

adults have an abundant stock of booze.  

A few cans or the odd bottle of spirits is 

seldom missed. 

Otherwise, some youths may ask an older 

brother or sister to buy alcohol for them, or 

approach and persuade random shop-

pers over the age of consent outside a 

shop to help them with a purchase. 

 

Whatever your opinion is regarding under-

age drinking, if it is not monitored appro-

priately its consumption can have a pro-

found and negative affect on the wider 

community.   Anti social behaviour includ-

ing littering, verbal and physical abuse, 

assault, criminal damage, graffiti, loud 

music are more likely to occur when 

someone has had a drink. 

Your child is at risk and vulnerable when 

they consume alcohol, their awareness to 

danger lessens and their senses become 

distorted.  They lose their inhibitions and all 

their natural defences of fight or flight 

when placed in danger will disappear. 

 

THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL AND THE 

SUPPLY OR SALE OF ALCOHOL TO MINORS 

UNDER THE AGE OF 18 IS ILLEGAL.  
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Restaurant Review by Richard Thomas 

The Bull Inn, Stanford Dingley 
 

Do you remember how popular the Bull 

used to be? It was our loss when this 

quintessentially English pub closed 

down. Well, the Phoenix has risen again. 

An excellent pub, now almost a gastro-

pub, has revived and is there to revive us 

with good food and accommodation for 

those wishing to stay. Let's use it or again 

we may lose it. 

On a cold drizzly day, we found a warm 

welcome from a chatty young man at The 

Bull Inn and were seated in front of a nice 

warm fire. A bit more of a smile from she 

behind the bar would have perfected the 

experience. We didn't have time to try the 

ales of West Berkshire Brewery or from Ork-

ney, of all places, or to play "ring the 

bull" (if you don't know the game, I shall 

leave you as intrigued as I was) before 

ordering from an eclectic menu rather 

than choosing from the list of interesting-

sounding bar snacks (£3-£4) including 

stuffed bell peppers and gypsy eggs. 

 

The Bull offers six starters, mostly at £7.50. I 

was tempted to try either the local pigeon 

breast, home-made black pudding and 

crispy poached egg or the smoked Berk-

shire rabbit and venison terrine with pear 

and quince chutney. Unfortunately there 

wasn't enough time before the grandchil-

dren's school run. The deserts (all at £6) 

won the battle of which second course to 

choose! 

 

The braised pork cheeks with creamy 

mash and crushed celeriac (served also 

with kale, as it turned out) (£13.50) 

sounded interesting. It was a good choice: 

soft, juicy and tasty: just the thing for lunch 

on a miserable winter's day. Rosemary did 

equally well with Cornish mussels cooked 

in Tutt's Clump cider with bacon and 

creamy leeks and served with chunky 

chips (£13). She was very happy with her 

choice. The chips were admirably chunky 

but, being particularly critical for the pur-

pose of this review, they would have been 

improved by a little more cooking to make 

them truly crispy. 

Rosemary didn't hesitate to choose the 

chestnut bread-and-butter pudding with 

caramelised pear. It sounded interesting, but 

had the chef perhaps forgotten to add the 

chestnuts? We certainly couldn't taste any 

and the pudding was much like a square of 

soggy sweet sandwich. On learning of this, 

the admirable young man made an immedi-

ate report to the chef and knocked the cost 

off the bill: most commendable. I fared much 

better. My winter fruit crumble with white 

chocolate custard was excellent and went 

down very well - particularly the delicious 

custard. 

 

Please don't let our (really only minor) criti-

cisms put you off eating at The Bull Inn. You 

are sure to enjoy it. It is good to have The Bull 

back in business providing a quality interest-

ing meal almost within walking distance. Start 

by having a look at their website:  

wwwthebullinnstanforddingley.org 

Reservations: 0118 974 4582 
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 Gardening Matters    

A Year In Your Garden   Jan/ Feb 
Gillian Alderton 

 
For an early start for your vegetable garden sow some seed indoors and prepare a 

small area for planting them outside in mid February. Put cloches or black plastic 

sheeting over the area to warm the soil and to keep the worst of the winter weather off 

it. Once the soil has warmed (2 weeks or so), plant the seedlings out under cloches. 

 

Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes - stand them on 

end in a module tray or egg box and place in a bright 

cool frost-free place. 

 

You can start growing potatoes in containers under cover 

for a very early crop (Charlotte potatoes are a good vari-

ety for this). Potato Patio Planters are ideal for growing 

early potatoes in small spaces. 

 

If you find boggy areas in your lawn spike the area with a fork and brush in some sharp 

sand to improve drainage. 

 

Prune rose bushes now whilst they are dormant. Cut back to just above a bud and 

remove any crossing or dead branches. 

 

Cut back the old foliage from ornamental grasses before growth begins - clip them to 

within a few centimetres of the ground. 

Cut down the old stems of perennial plants like Sedum - be careful of any new growth. 

 

Remove old Hellebore leaves to make the new blooms more visible as they emerge 

this spring. 

 

Cut back damaged, diseased and the oldest stems of brightly coloured willows, and 

thin overcrowded stems. 

Remove any faded flowers from your winter pan-

sies to stop them setting seed. 

 

Some lovely plants for January are Hamamelis 

(witch hazel) that scents the air and Skimmia with 

evergreen leaves and lovely long lasting berries 

(only female plants flower).  

 

If your garden is looking a bit bare try growing 

a winter-flowering evergreen Clematis such as 

'Freckles'.                                                                                   SKIMMIA JAPONICA 

                                                                                             



 

16                Tidmarsh with Sulham

 

Church matters  
Remembrance Sunday 
 

The collection from the Remembrance service held at St Nicholas church in November 

has been donated to BLESMA (British Limbless Ex Service Men‟s Association. 
 

Thank you 
Many thanks go to two long serving helpers at St Nicholas church. 

 

Joyce Ayerst 

Joyce has organised the flower rota and the cleaning rota for many years. During this 

time she has helped many marriage couples with their wedding day flowers and has 

taken responsibility for the flower festivals in St 

Nicholas that have raised hundreds of pounds for 

much needed church funds. 

 
Dorothy Pickering 
Dorothy has regularly helped with church clean-

ing for 20 years! 

 

Both have decided it is now time to retire and all 

the St Nicholas church committee would like to 

say a huge thank you to them for their hard work 

over the years  
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Church matters  

The oldest is medieval St Laurence in Tid-

marsh where a lively family worship is held 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful Victo-

rian estate church and is very popular for 

weddings and baptisms. 

 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is the 

largest church and can seat 300 people 

for our community events.  

Weekly worship begins with Prayer Book 

Holy Communion in the early morning fol-

lowed by Sunday at Ten contemporary 

worship for all ages. 

 

Each church has other services on a 

monthly pattern including a variety of 

evening services from Prayer Book to Con-

temporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

 

We are a worshipping community commit-

ted to the Word of God and being in 

Communion. We follow preaching series, 

keep the church seasons and celebrate 

Holy Communion three times weekly. 

 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 

in worship, we teach and baptise those 

seeking Christian faith and would like to 

encourage all members of the Church of 

England to For full service details, please 

see the church noticeboards. 

  
contribute regularly to the mission of the 

Church serving the people in our villages. 

 

Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh 

  

Family service on the 1st Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Family communion is held on the 2nd Sun-

day of each month at 11 am. 

 

Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham 

  

Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

 

Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 

The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the Christian 

community gather for worship.  

Your Roman Catholic church 

 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne 

which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. 

Confession is by arrangement. 

 

For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on  

0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 
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   MASKELL HANDYMAN       

& GARDEN SERVICES 

                                  Tidmarsh RG8 8EX 

        Clearing Gutters ,Exterior Maintenance 

Painting, Decorating, Tiling 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Fencing, Gates, Sheds 

Tree, Shrub and Hedge Trimming 

Lawns, Flower/ Vegetable Beds 

Pond Cleaning, Garden Tidying 

        Other jobs considered 

References Available 

Contact Alan 

Tel:-   0118 984 5326 

Mobile:- 07954 140048 

alanrmakell@hotmail.com 

Happy New Year to all customers and  

residents of Tidmarsh & Sulham 
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Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business. 

 

Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience. 

 

Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.  

 

All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets. 

 

Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden 

and impress your friends just ask! 

 

Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades. 

 

Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties. 
 

Call now for a free estimate  

0118 984 4391 

07920 776 116 

info@chilternelectric.co.uk 

or visit 

www.chilternelectric.co.uk 

 

We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask! 

mailto:info@chilternelectric.co.uk
http://www.chilternelectric.co.uk
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 

New treatment offer  

Aromatherapeutic Facial only £31 Save £5  
Offer ends 31st 0ctober  2011 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk 
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

 

PREMIER GARDENS 
& FENCING 

 

FENCING   PAVING & PATIOS 

T URFING      SHED  BA SES  

BLOCK P AVI NG    D ECKI NG  

BRI CK WA LLS  

C A L L  F O R  F R E E   

Q U O T A T I O N  

 

P HONE :   01 1 8  97 1  4 98 7  

M OBIL E :  0 7 83 3  6 42 74 0  

E m a i l : a d y qu i c k @ y a hoo . c o .u k  

    w w w . p re mi e r ga r d ens . b i z  

mailto:holly@holtherapy.co.uk
http://www.holtherapy.co.uk
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PR Motors 
    We can 

    Collect and deliver your car free of charge 

    Do all routine servicing 

    Carry out any repairs 

    Supply, fit and balance tyres 

    MOT on the premises (while you wait if you like) 

    Read fault codes to the same spec as many main agents 

    Recover most vehicles 
  

             We are              We work on 
  
                 Competitively priced             All cars 

                 Efficient               Quads 

                 Friendly               Horse lorries 

                 Local               Trailers 

           Commercial vehicles 

          

          We have more than 1600 customers—why not join them? 
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                          

 

 

                 0118 984 4889            www.prmotors.biz                RG8 8HG 

 

http://www.prmotors.biz
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CLEAN AND TIDY  

Catherine  
 

C a t  b y  n a m e . . .   

C l e a n  &  Ti d y  b y  n a t u r e    

T e l  0 1 1 8  9 6 2 4 5 7 1   

E m a i l   c a t h y ba n i u k @ a o l . c o m  

DUSTING.  HOOVERING.  
POLISHING.  I RONING.  

SPRING CLEANS  
 

REGULAR OR ONE -OFF VISITS  
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L.K. PROPERTY SERVICES 
  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 

REFURBISHMENTS 

AND CONSTRUCTION 

  

EXTENSIONS & BUILDING ALTERATIONS 

  

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

  

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING & HEATING 

  

LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCING & DRAINAGE 

  

WOOD FLOORING, CARPENTRY & DECORATING 

  

BRICK WORK, PLASTERING, FLOOR / WALL TILING 

  
  
  

CALL LEE KEELER 

Tel: 01635 579656 (Compton) Mobile: 07710 380408 

WEBSITE www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 

  

FREE QUOTATIONS 
  

COURTEOUS SERVICE 
  

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
  

ESTABLISHED 1992 

  

SERVING TIDMARSH, SULHAM 

& SURROUND VILLAGES 
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Advice and support 

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 

Bartholomew St,  Newbury 01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 

Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Clubs and Societies 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 

Margaret Pawson (president)    0118 984 2619 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  

Tidmarsh and Sulham 

Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928 

 

Church wardens 

Cherry East       ...........................0118 984 2636 

Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820 

Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370 

Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698 

Ann Bolam ................................ 0118 942 1020 

Parochial Church Council 

  

Tidmarsh representatives 

Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912 

 

 

Sulham representatives 

Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

 

Friends of St Laurence 

Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768 

Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666 

Government 

MP for Reading West 

Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881 

 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 

Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280 

 

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 

Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860 

Colin Pawson ..............................0118 984 2619 
Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837 

Libraries 
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117 

Newbury       ...............................01635 519 900 

 

Local Information  

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 

magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 

reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views ex-

pressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 February at the latest. Whilst we make every effort to 

ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot 

accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur. 



Parish Magazine  31 

 

 

If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 

0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 

Full page – £100 Full page – £50 

Half page – £60 Half page – £30 

Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of 

£15. Please send your advert details or changes to alanrmaskell@hotmail.com 

Medical 

The Boat House Surgery 

Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne.....0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 

Reading office ............................0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  ........................... 0118 984 5202 

John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370 

Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820 

Public transport 

Rail travel 

First Great Western ....................08457 000 125  

National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50  

TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50 

 

Bus travel 

DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)..0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  .............................0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500 

Thames Travel...............................01491 837988 

Traveline 

National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33 

 

Emergencies ............................................999 

 

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505 

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire...............    07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286   

Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765 

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard ...................... 01635 42400 

Streetcare  ...................................01635 519080 

Planning applications  ................01635 519111 

Local Information ..... Continued 
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