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Welcome to this special summer  issue of the magazine…

Gosh, where to begin? There is so much going on this summer in the villages 
we thought we would have a special cover to ensure that you are in no doubt 
that this is a brand new magazine and will rush to read up on what has been 
happening and what is planned for the next two months…

There are two really important dates for your 
diary — the first being The Party in the Paddock 
on Friday 30th July! This is a brand new event 
for Tidmarsh and will be held here at Mill 
Corner Farm. You will be picnicking by the 
River Pang and listening and dancing to music 
from the 70s to the current day by “Anything 
But” a fabulous band that will be guaranteed 
to create a wonderful atmosphere. Please 
bring family and friends along and make this a 
truly wonderful evening.  All proceeds from the 
ticket sales will be going to The Teenage 
Cancer Trust.

Following on the next day is the Tidmarsh and 
Sulham Summer Fete — again here at Mill 
Corner. More about this later in the magazine 
but, once again, a plea for help on the day 
and for you to bring your friends and relatives 
along.

Both of these events are, of course, weather-
dependent! However, we still put the same 
amount of work in and incur the same costs 
whether they are well supported or not! In the 
event of inclement weather, please dig deep 
for that good old British spirit and don wellies 
and raincoats and come along anyway — we 
will have a ‘wet-weather’ plan and the show 
will go on!

Subscriptions are still coming in and if you 
haven’t already done so, can I remind you 
that you can either  set up a standing order for 
£3 (our bank details are: Barclays Bank, 
Account No: 33147541, Sort Code: 20-71-06, 

Account Name: Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish 
Magazine) or pop a cheque in an envelope 
and drop it into me or post it to Mill Corner 
Farm, Mill Lane, Tidmarsh, RG8 8EB. Please 
don’t put coins in an envelope and post it — I 
received an envelope this week where the 
corner had been torn off and the coins 
removed — all I was left with was an empty 
envelope with no idea who had sent it!  

There have been many more lovely comments 
about the magazine; Richard Thomas will also 
be pleased to hear that he has a fan of his 
restaurant review feature! He does such a 
fantastic job on this that I am a little concerned 
we might lose him to the Sunday Times should 
Michael Winner ever decided to throw in the 
napkin and retire!

If you would like to make your voice heard 
about anything that is going on in the villages 
or in the surrounding ones, please do email me 
or call. 

Looking forward to seeing you all at the Party 
in the Paddock and the Tidmarsh and Sulham 
Summer Fete! If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to give me a call 
anytime on 07747 775 900 (please use my 
mobile rather than the landline as I am always 
outside!)

Jenny Cope
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

or 0774 777 5900
Editorial
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Art classes
Mondays and Wednesdays
Art classes are held in the village hall on 
Monday mornings, Monday afternoons and 
Wednesday afternoons. For further details, 
contact Christina Taylor Smith at 
artdynamics@btinternet.com or call 
01491 671870.

Walking group
Friday 2 July and Friday 6 August
Meet outside Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9:30 am. 
The walks last approximately 1½ hours. They will 
be at an easy pace on paths over fields and 
woodland. All are welcome, including well-
behaved dogs. There will be coffee and chat 
afterwards in the village hall (see below).

Coffee morning
Friday 2 July and Friday 6 August
The Village Hall coffee mornings take place 
from 11 am to noon on the first Friday of the 
month. Do come along for a chat. There’s a 
village walk that takes place prior to this, 
weather permitting (see above).

100 club draw
August and early September
Tickets cost £5. Members of the Village Hall 
Committee will be selling them during August 
and early September. See Village hall news on 
page 14 for details.

Book club
Wednesday 8 September
and Tuesday 19 October
The books for summer reading are:

• Murder at Mansfield Park by local author 
Lynn Shepherd, which will be reviewed at 
Box Cottage, Sulham on 8th September at 
7.30 pm.  From 8 pm, Lynn will be there to 
answer any questions on her book.

We suggest you read Mansfield Park by Jane 
Austen first, but it’s not essential.

• Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Steig Larsson, 
will be reviewed at Sulham Farmhouse, 
Sulham on 19th October at 8 pm.

Tidmarsh vs Sulham village 
quiz
Saturday 9 October
PLEASE PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARY NOW!

7:30 pm for 8 pm start. Ploughman’s supper. 
(cheese/pate/ham, crusty bread, etc).

Peter and Joy King have had the trophy shield 
in their bungalow for two years now - so here's 
the chance for someone else to win it!

It was lovely to see so many supporters at the 
last quiz for St Nicholas funds — please do 
come along and support the village quiz too! 
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Picnic in the paddock
by Alison Boyland

For those of you who are lucky enough to have been to the last 
two fabulous evenings picnicking and listening to live music you 
will be pleased to know we are having another!

Thanks to Jenny and Nigel Cope who are kindly hosting the 
Tidmarsh and Sulham summer fete and the picnic in their 
paddocks.

Thanks also to local band, Anything But, who are very 
entertaining. The band will play covers from the 70s through to 
present day so there will be something for everyone.

It will be a lovely chance to get groups of friends together to eat, 
drink and dance the evening away.

I hope you will come and join us. You can buy tickets from Jenny 
Cope, Gillian Alderton, Sally Puxley and Alison Boyland.

The picnic will be held the night before the fete on Friday 30 July 
and the gates will be open from 6:30 pm.

Mill Corner Farm is close to the Greyhound Pub, as you come 
towards Sulham and go over the little bridge and it’s on the right.

All proceeds from the event will go towards Teenage Cancer 
Trust.
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Tidmarsh and Sulham summer fete
by Jenny Cope

This year’s fete will be hosted by Tidmarsh and we have a change 
of venue. The fete will be held at Mill Corner Farm, Mill Lane. One 
of the reasons for moving the fete from the Village Green was that 
we were unable to hold the ever-popular dog show there (not to 
mention the problems with electricity and water!) — these issues 
have all been overcome and we hope that the sun will shine and 
we will have a fantastic turnout!

As in previous years, the money 
raised at the fete will be put to 
funding repairs to our church, St 
Laurence’s which in part (the nave) 
dates from the 12th Century. 
Maintaining a building such as this 
requires a constant supply of cash 
and this event is key to ensuring the 
fund is topped up. There is an 
excellent booklet all about the history 
of the church and Tidmarsh which 
has recently been reprinted and is 
available from the church — it is well 
worth reading.

The fete will commence at 1 pm and 
there will be a Barbeque in full swing 
to enable everyone to come early 
and have lunch.  Afternoon teas will 
be served throughout and there will 
be a beer tent and Pimms bar. All the 
tried and trusted stalls will be present 
and, as ever, we rely on donations 
from everyone — from raffle prizes to 

cakes to unwanted goods (good 
quality please!) for the White 
Elephant to plants for the plant stall. 
Please feel free to drop off any 
donations for the above, AT ANYTIME, 
to me here at Mill Corner. Please, 
please, take the time to donate 
something — the more we have the 
more we can sell!

Taking advantage of the fact that 
Mill Corner is bordered by the River 
Pang, we will be having a Duck 
Race! I have seen these done in 
villages in Surrey and they really are 
great fun — come early to secure 
your duck!

We will all be working really hard to 
make this day a fantastic success 
and a really fun day out for all the 
family so please bring your friends 
and family along to support it!

                                     
Dates for your diary (continued)
6 Tidmarsh with Sulham



                                     
Dates for your diary (continued)
Parish Magazine 7



                                     
Dates for your diary (continued)
8 Tidmarsh with Sulham



                                     
Dates for your diary (continued)
Parish Magazine 9



Tidmarsh vs Sulham annual cricket match 2010
by Rob Robertson 

In the wake of England's brilliant victory in the Twenty20 World Cup, an even 
more eagerly anticipated event looms on the horizon — the annual village 
cricket match.

Still smarting from the ignominy of the last two 
years, Sulham will be pounding in like Merv 
Hughes, mustachios bristling, determined to 
reverse the trend.

Meanwhile Tidmarsh, with Gower-like 
insouciance, will be attempting to retain the 
bragging rights for another year.

Battle will commence at 2 pm on Bank Holiday 
Monday August 30th at Englefield Cricket 
Club.

Unfortunately, because of rising costs of 
ground rental, participation this year will be 
£10.00 per person, but worth every penny for 
four hours of manly contest punctuated by a 
sumptuous tea lovingly prepared by the WAGS 
(I’ll probably go hungry for that one! ).

Enjoyment of this sporting extravaganza is 
absolutely free for supporters, cheerleaders 
and casual observers so crack out your 
vuvuzelas, come along and boost your team.

Team managers will be on the prowl gathering 
their forces, but if you would like to offer your 
talents to either side please contact:

Sulham Scorpions
John Haggerty: 0119 984 4122
John Alderton: 0118 984  2729

Tidmarsh Tigers
John Harland: 0119 984 2736
Rob Robertson: 0118 984 3163
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Timarsh and Sulham evening bike ride
by Gillian Alderton

Bikes were taken out of sheds, tyres pumped 
up and five enthusiastic, if out of practice, 
cyclists met outside Sulham church on a sunny 
Friday evening at 6:30 pm for an easy bike ride 
down Nunhide Lane to Theale and then along 
the beautiful canal path to the Spring Inn at 
Sulhamstead for a refreshment stop before 
returning home. The ride was approx 10 miles in 
total and was easily managed and enjoyed by 
all.

If you would like to join in future rides please 
contact Gillian on 0118 984 2729.

You don’t have to be super fit, it doesn’t 
matter if you haven’t been on your bike for 
years — the route will be easy and the pace 
slow, all ages welcome!
Social matters
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Quiz nite at The Greyhound
by Jenny Cope

On Sunday 9th May a quiz night was held at 
The Greyhound pub in Tidmarsh. Paul very 
kindly threw open his doors on what would 
normally be ‘wind down’ time for him and his 
staff following his usual very busy Sunday lunch 
time. (On this note, if you haven’t had one of 
Paul's Sunday roasts, you are missing out — 
they are THE best!). The evening was organized 
in support of the Teenage Cancer Trust by  Rani 
Sharma from The Mill House.

The response was overwhelming and meant 
much shuffling of tables and finding more 
chairs before Paul could get going with the 

questions. It would have been difficult to 
squeeze one more person in! 

The questions were great fun and the mood 
very jolly with a raffle giving an opportunity for 
some ad hoc auctioning! Thank you so much 
(you know who you are) for your generosity 
and thanks to Paul and his staff for hosting this 
event. The evening raised £750.

The Teenage Cancer Trust is a charity very 
dear to Rani and once again this year she will 
be trekking over 100 miles in September to 
raise funds for this worthy cause. We will look 
forward to her Trek Report later in the year.

Quiz nite at the village hall
by Gill Haggarty

Many thanks to everyone who came along to the quiz night on Friday 
14th May. The quiz was written and presented by professional quiz writer Julia 
Hobbs. Julia was ably assisted by Pauline (her sister) and Martin Ross.

The quiz had a number of unusual elements 
including a final round where if the teams 
submitted any answers that were wrong the 
whole score for the round was wiped out - 
fortunately only one team was caught out by 
this (the one I was in!!) but it all added to the 
excitement.

The event was a sell-out and we raised a  
tremendous total of £606 for St Nicholas 
Church, Sulham, which will go towards the 

long list of work that needs to be done to the 
church including the replacement of the lead 
on the church roof, repainting of the ornate 
metal railings, new storage heaters and repairs 
to the vestry wall.

Once again a big THANK YOU to everyone 
who came and supported us — we hope you 
enjoyed the quiz and the supper, and we look 
forward to giving you updates on how the 
repairs are going in the next magazine.
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Open Farm Sunday at Sulham Farms — 13th June
by Gill Haggarty

This year to coincide with the National Open Farm Sunday, Sulham Farms held 
their farm walk in the afternoon. More than 50 people came along to join the 
guided walk, led by John Haggarty.

The afternoon kicked off with a sheep shearing 
demonstration, given by Stephen Waters. This 
was very interesting — and lots of questions 
were answered by Stephen.

This was followed by a visit to the beef cows 
and their calves — one calf born just a couple 
of days earlier has now been named “Alfie”, 
which was chosen by some of the younger 
walkers.

The guided walk then went in the direction of 
Nunehide and we learnt about the wheat and 
bean crops being grown, the woodland and 
the environmental schemes which are in 
place.

Karen Elliot gave a very interesting talk near 
the site where there had once stood an inn for 
pilgrims on their way to Reading Abbey and 
which later became known as French's 
Workhouse.
                                     

The walk then 
proceeded to the 
pigeon tower 
where Heather 
Scutt spoke about 
how the tower 
was built by one 
of her ancestors 
who built it so that 
he and his 
sweetheart — 
who lived at 
Sulhamstead 
House — could 
both look at it and think of the other. Originally 
the pigeons would have been bred for food 
but eventually the value of the corn crop 
became more than the value of the pigeons.

The walk finished with a tractor and trailer ride 
back to Sulham where tea, cakes and beer 
were provided.

This was an excellent afternoon, enjoyed by all 
who came. Many thanks to the Scutt family for, 
once again, opening the farm to the local 
community.
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Christian Aid collection in 
Tidmarsh
by Jennifer Nutt

As a result of the recent collection in the village 
in May, £358.30 was collected. This was a little 
more than last year and over 40% was Gift 
Aided which was a higher percentage than 
previous years.

Thank you for your continuing generosity. I am 
very grateful to the five collectors who 
cheerfully visit the homes in the village.

Millenium Green update
by Gillian Alderton 

At last we have a storage bin coming to the 
village green to in which to store the childrens’ 
outside games. These games, that village 
families will be able to use on the green, 
include footie goals, mini tennis/badminton 
sets and rounders sets.

Once the bin is in place, we will organise a 
“come and try it” day during the summer 
holidays.

Village hall news
by Ann Robertson 

There are no events planned for the summer 
months; however, in August and early 
September members of the Committee will be 
knocking on your door to sell the 100 Club 
Draw tickets.

We hope you will buy one, or more, as they 
provide extra funds towards the upkeep of the 
hall, and also, the lucky winners each month 
can receive £25, £15 and £10 in prize money.

It runs for 5 months (September to January 
inclusive), with a draw for each month, plus a 
bonus draw for the New Year. The proceeds of 
ticket sales are shared equally between the 
hall and the prize money.

Hiring the village hall
Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10 
per hour. For information on availability and 
booking, please contact Denise Randell on 
07909 114 213 or by email at 
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.
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Local planning applications
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh 
and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning 
applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at:

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx 
                               

                                     

Application Ref. Address Proposal

10/01152/FULD
10/00812/FULD

Oaklands Farm
Mill Lane
Tidmarsh
RG8 8EB 

Change of use from equestrian to residential to provide bedsit.

10/01068/FULD Lawrence House
Tidmarsh
RG8 8ES 

Single dwelling house with associated access, garaging/
parking, landscaping and amenity, on land adjacent to 
Laurence House.

10/00764/HOUSE Rose Cottage
Tidmarsh
RG8 8ES 

Two storey extension to the rear and conservatory.

10/01097/COND1
10/01095/COND1

Yew Tree Cottage
Sulham Lane
Sulham
RG8 8DX 

Application for approval of details reserved by Conditions

10/01094/HOUSE 15 Strachey Close
Tidmarsh
RG8 8EP 

Single storey front extension comprising a study, porch and 
garage and internal alterations

10/00801/COND1 Sunny Brook
Tidmarsh
RG8 8ER 

Application for approval of details reserved by Condition (2) - 
Details of Windows of planning permission reference 09/01558/
LBC.

10/00793/LBC
10/00790/FULD

Nunhide Farmhouse
Nunhide Lane
Sulham
RG8 8EF 

Refurbishment of existing farmhouse; separation of existing 
rooms to north of main dwelling to become an independent 
dwelling unit, whilst retaining integrated external composition. 
Addition of a new double garage.

10/00323/CERTE The Studio
Moor Copse
Mill Lane
RG8 8EB 

The use of 'The Garden Flat' (also known as 'The Studio') as a 
dwelling house
Parish matters (continued)
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The Leatherne Bottel, Goring-on-Thames
by Richard Thomas

A reader of this parish magazine kindly suggested that Rosemary and I should 
try The Leatherne Bottel. We were pleased to take up the suggestion, 
particularly as lunchtime on 25th May was beautifully sunny but not too hot. 
We were very happy to be sitting on the riverside enjoying one of the best 
positions for a restaurant or public house on the Thames.

It really is lovely, albeit that the “henpecked 
happy husband: John Abbey” needs to look to 
the care and upkeep of the very pleasant 
outside eating area on the riverbank: surely 
something that his wife “chef boss: Julia 
Storey” would not overlook if she was not so 
busy in the kitchen.
                                     

If you wish to eat a la carte (and hang the 
cost) you could start with caviar and then go 
on to an expensive saddle of venison. That is 
not necessary. Julia and John offer an 
“affordable luxury lunch menu” at £14.95 for 
two courses or £18.50 for three. Each course 
gives a choice of three dishes, mostly 
interesting without being over the top.

Rosemary started with spiced chicken livers 
with roasted pear and blue goats’ cheese in a 
rocket salad. She expressed delight, albeit 
tempered with a little disappointment at the 
minimalist amount of cheese. I was pleased to 
have sea-trout with English asparagus (picked 
close nearby) but, like Rosemary, I too was 
disappointed for I was given only two spears of 
asparagus.

For the main course Rosemary had roasted 
skate wing, saute potatoes, a garden salad 
and sauce vierge. Very nice, but it would have 
been improved by crisply sauted maincrop 
rather than new potatoes. I had seared and 
poached breast of guinea fowl with 
tagliatelle, roast peppers and sorrell. Again 
very nice, albeit also a little on the small side.
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If you go with a good appetite, do not be put 
off by the fact that Julia Abbey serves up 
comparatively dainty dishes. Even the fixed-
price lunch was served with an introduction of 
excellent homemade nibbles and several 
interesting homebaked breads were offered 
more than once. All in all we had an excellent 
and sufficient midday meal, so much so that 
Rosemary went without a pud or the offered 
trio of cheeses. I, being my usual greedy-guts 
(and for proper research, don’t you know) had 
the baked honey and peanut tart with Greek 
yoghurt. It was nice, with excellent thin pastry, 
although perhaps not as luxurious as similar 
walnut tarts found in the south of France: but 
one really should not expect walnuts at the 
price.

If you want to push the boat out (speaking 
figuratively rather than literally) have a good 
look at the wine list. It is extensive and often 
expensive! However, there is a reasonable 
choice of more modest wines and we enjoyed 
an excellent half bottle of chablis. This brought 
the bill up to very nearly £60, including one 
coffee (served with several excellent petits 
fours) and the 10% service charge. We felt that 
was good value for a most enjoyable meal 
eaten right on the river bank with lovely views 
over the river and of wildlife.

We do recommend that you eat at The 
Leatherne Bottel, particularly before the 
summer is out if you are to make the most of 
the lovely situation.

Visit www.leathernebottel.co.uk or ring 
01491 872 667 for a reservation. You will not 
regret it.

The Leatherne Bottel
Goring-on-Thames, RG8 0HS
Tel: 01491 872 667
www.leathernebottel.co.uk 
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New residents join our villages and victory at last
by Jean Harland 

When the bombing of London began to be a nightly occurrence, many of 
those who were better off fled to the countryside to find properties to rent. 
One couple I remember well who rented Sulham Farm House was an artist, his 
wife and his elderly mother. With them they brought their Czechoslovakian 
maid and their English Springer Spaniel.

The maid was really their cook so they were 
looking for someone to help with the 
housework. As we still had our evacuee at the 
time and another mouth to feed (the 
allowance of 10/6 (52½p today) that she 
received did not stretch very far) so she 
applied and soon got the job.

The maid, whose name was Ella Rosenburg, 
got on well with my mother even though her 
English was somewhat limited. She often came 
to tea with us on her day off so meal times 
could be quite amusing.

She had a brother, a violinist and a great friend 
of Yehudi Menuhin. Sadly she had not heard 
from him for a long time and I often wonder 
when the war ended if she ever found him 
again. As for the spaniel (whose name I can’t 
remember), I was given the task of taking him 
for walks each day for which I received 10/- 
(50p) weekly. Riches indeed in those days.

Other residents to arrive in Sulham were two 
Swiss brothers with their elderly employer who 
rented Purley Hall Lodge on the Sulham Lane. 

Their names were Maxi & Willie, but were very 
different in character. Maxi was very shy and 
quiet but not so Willie. Between them they 
cooked, cleaned, did the gardening and in 
general looked after the old gent whom we 
seldom saw. But in the evening when their 
chores were over for the day, whilst Maxi 
stayed at home, no doubt to keep the old 
man company, Willie would get on his bicycle 
and pedal round the village to find someone 
to chat to, as on a summer evening most men 
would be busy in their gardens. He also loved 
to sing as he rode along and his favourite tune 
was a popular war time song “Ma I miss your 
apple pie” —- you could hear him before he 
came into view.

But the most memorable resident of all was a 
lovely lady who lived in Keepers Cottage 
between the two villages. Mrs David was a 
middle-aged lady who somehow managed to 
apply and get an extra sugar ration to enable 
her to make and sell homemade sweets from 
her cottage.

                                     
Sulham and Tidmarsh in WW2
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As you can imagine this soon became very 
popular and everyone saved up their sweet 
ration to be first in the queue when the new 
month’s coupons were due.

Many people who had been evacuated here 
in the early days of the war but were now back 
home in the cities would come down by train 
and make it a day outing, so the queues would 
stretch for quite away along the road. If you 
went into her small kitchen when she was 
making the sweets the smell was wonderful.

As children we found it difficult to choose what 
to have as we were only allowed a quarter of 
a pound per week, but she was always very 
patient with us and let us take our time. The 
names of some of the sweets I recall were Satin 
Cushions, Barley Sugar Twists, Pink & White 
Coconut Ice, Chocolates decorated with little 

violets, various flavoured Fudge and much 
more. It was a sad day for us when she retired 
and moved away.

Then at last the day arrived in 1945 when 
peace was declared. VE day. We had waited 
so long for it. Of course it would be another 
year before the war in Japan was won, but it 
was a great relief to everyone that there would 
no longer be the threat of bombing or 
invasion. I don’t recall quite how we 
celebrated, but I’m sure we did. I know we 
unearthed the ancient Union Jack (or Flag as it 
is now called) from the cupboard under the 
stairs where it had gathered dust with rest of 
the junk that might come in handy one day. 
But it was hung on the front of the house with 
pride.

I hope those who have read my memories of our two small villages in wartime 
and the part they played have found it of interest. For myself I have looked 
back on period that at times was often very frightening.  However in spite of it 
all there were good times as well as bad, some of them even funny, but above 
all it was a time that should never be forgotten.
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Help needed
by Jennifer Nutt

Help is needed on Thursday 29 July at 6:30 pm to load the fete equipment onto a lorry so that it 
can be transported to the fete site at Mill Corner where it will need to be unloaded and stacked. 
We have a forklift so there shouldn’t be any heavy lifting – just co-ordination/direction, etc.
If you can spare an hour, please be at Sulham Farm by 6:30 pm.
If you can’t manage Thursday evening, we should be grateful  for help on Saturday 31st July at 
about 4:30 pm to clear and load up for the return trip.

Cake stall
by Peter and Joy King

Last year was our first ‘go’ at running the cake stall, and we are extremely grateful to everyone 
who so generously donated cakes etc. The stall looked wonderful — piled high with lots of lovely 
goodies. We were sold out within two hours making a well over £300 for the village funds.
PLEASE CAN WE ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT AGAIN THIS YEAR. EITHER GIVE US A RING (0118 984 4213) 
to let us know you can help with cake donations, bring them to us the day before (Cherrytrees, 
Manor Farm Lane, Tidmarsh) or just turn up at the stall on the day!

Plant and produce stall 
by Penny Norris and Jennifer Nutt

We shall be very grateful for donations to the above stall.
Plants, cut flowers, vegetables and fruit all sell well and jams, marmalade and honey are always 
popular.
If you cannot come on the 31st July and have goods for our stall, please ring us and we will 
arrange to collect your gifts.
Penny Norris   (01189 842243)
Jennifer Nutt   (01189 842370
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Purley Horticultural Society
by Marion Dabbs

Plant sale
On Saturday 8 May the Society held a 
successful plant sale. The weather was rather 
chilly with a small amount of rain and, 
therefore, sales were slightly down on last year.  
The Society is very grateful to all the customers 
who supported us and hope you are all 
pleased with the plants.

Outing
The Society had a successful trip to The 
Waterperry Gardens, near Wheatley on 
Sunday 6 June. We had a fine sunny day and I 
hope everyone who came along had an 
enjoyable time.

Late summer show
This will be held in Purley Memorial Hall, Glebe 
Road on Saturday 11 September. Schedules 
will be available at the Trading Shed towards 
the end of June or you may visit the Purley on 
Thames website at www.purleyonthames.net 
and see the Online Notice Board or Purley 
Groups.

Trading
The Shed in the Memorial Hall car park is open 
from 10 am to 11 am on Saturdays and 
Sundays until the end of October.  
Membership of the Society is only £2 and 
garden supplies can be purchased at 
discounted prices. Further discounts can be 
made at certain nurseries, etc (list in trading 
shed). If you have not renewed your 
membership we would be grateful if you could 
do so as soon as possible.

RHS
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that 
provides entry for paid up members to the RHS 
Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr and 
Hyde Hall for one member and one guest at a 
special rate.  If you require further information 
or would like the card, please contact Wendy 
Chapman on 0118 942 9067.

July and August in your 
garden
by Gillian Alderton

August is a good time to take semi-ripe 
cuttings from shrubs. Look for cuttings that are 
about 3 inches long and just going woody at 
the base. Put the cuttings into a shaded bed or 
pots prepared with sharp sand for good 
drainage; cover with a cloche or cut-off 
plastic bottles and they should root well. This is 
the time to cut back perennials to encourage 
the plant to put its energy into enlarging itself. 
Early flowering plants such as delphiniums, 
geraniums and violas can be cut right back to 
the crown. 

Plants for July/August
Phlox paniculata, alstroemeria, late flowering 
clematis such as ‘Madame Julia Correvon’, 
Monarda didyma commonly known as 
bergamot or beebalm, and Lavatera Barnsley.

Well rotted manure
Well rotted manure can be collected from Mill 
Corner in Tidmarsh. Fill your own bags. Contact 
Jenny on 07747 775 900.
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St Laurence churchyard tidy up
by John Butler

Eight green fingered volunteers gathered at St Laurence on Saturday morning 
May 9th to help to keep the churchyard as neat and tidy as possible. Among 
the tasks taken on by this small energetic band were the removal of weeds 
and ivy growing on the walls, cutting back overhanging tree and shrub 
branches and the tidying of three very overgrown graves.

In the two hours a great deal of gardening was done. The rain held off and 
even the sun shone brightly as refreshments were being enjoyed.

Many thanks go to those in the photograph: Geoff and Pat Eastlake, Jennifer 
Nutt, Susan Worthington and Julia Sheppard with her daughters Louise and 
Elizabeth.
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Church of England
St Nicholas, Sulham
Regular services for St Nicholas are:
• Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 11 am. Everyone of all ages is welcome.
• Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of each month at 6 pm.

Services
Everyone is welcome at St Nicholas, St Laurence and St James the Less church services. For full 
service details, please see the church noticeboards.

Contact details
Church contact numbers are at the back of this magazine. You can email the rector at 
Churchoffice@vodafone.net.

Roman Catholic church
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne which has 
Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by 
arrangement.
For more information, please contact Father Benedict at Douai Abbey on 0118 971 5300 or see 
www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Please support our advertisers and, 
when you contact them, mention that 
you saw their advert in the Tidmarsh 
with Sulham Parish Magazine.

If you would like to advertise here, 
please call Jenny Cope on 
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to 
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.

Prices for one year: Prices for six months:
Full page - £100 Full page - £50
Half page - £60 Half page - £30
Quarter page - £35 Quarter page - £17.50

We can design your advertisement for 
you for an additional, one-off fee of 
£10!
Advertisements
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Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew Street, Newbury....01635 516 605

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ...0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president).....0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury .................0118 984 2928

Church wardens
Cherry East ....................................0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard.........................0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard..............................0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt..................................0118 984 2370

Deanery synod representatives
Dennis Jones .................................0118 984 4051
Ian Busby .......................................0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn......................................0118 984 2129

To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon ...................................01491 671 440
Graham Beckett...........................0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby ..................................0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn.......................................0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey .......................................0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe............................0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner .......................................................

Tidmarsh representatives
Colin Limb......................................0118 984 2635
Susan Worthington .......................0118 984 2937

                                     

Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty................................. 0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton............................. 0118 984 2729
Anne Bolam .................................. 0118 942 1020

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative) ....... 0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................07766 692 235
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson.............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194

Libraries
Pangbourne.................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne .0118 984 2234

NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury).... 01635 42400
Useful contacts
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Parish magazine committee
Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820
Margaret Truscott......................... 0118 984 4194

Police
Emergencies ................................................... 999
All non-emergencies................... 0845 8 505 505

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125 
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50 
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50

Bus travel
Reading Buses ............................... 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses .............................. 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

                                     

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock.............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee
Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings) .......... 07909 114 213

West Berkshire District 
Council
Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ...................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications................... 01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but 
the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason. The editor 
accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com by 15 August at the latest.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that 
may occur.
Useful contacts (continued)
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