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Editorial
Welcome to the July/ Aug 2012 issue of the magazine!
Welcome to this bumper issue of the magazine which features a write up on the
various activities that took place over the Diamond Jubilee weekend. The ‘Big
Lunch’ was a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended.
Richard & Rosemary Thomas worked tirelessly to make this a really special event
and I know everyone was extremely appreciative of the effort they went to create a truly memorable occasion. More on this and other events on pages
19,20,21 & 22.
The next big event will be the Village Fete on Saturday 4th August here at Mill Corner Farm. There is more information on this on page 5 and as always I am sure it
will draw huge crowds. Please bring your family and friends and enjoy the afternoon.
The ongoing campaign to try and slow down the traffic along Mill Lane continues.
Another accident occurred on Friday 15th June between two cars driving too fast
just outside my drive. Both cars were sure to be ‘written-off’ given the extent of
the damage. A friend of mine also had a very near miss the same week – again
somebody coming in the opposite direction in the middle of the road. The more
information we can provide to the Highways Department on accidents along our
lanes, the more chance we have of persuading them to review the installation of
signage and speed management structures. Unless the police are involved, they
do not get to hear of these incidents unless, we the residents inform them and
more often than not, the police are not called so please forward any information
you have to the highways department with a copy to me as Sima Elliot is keeping
a detailed log.
For the past year and a half, Alan Maskell has taken on the task of creating the
magazine layout in readiness for the printers. Due to work commitments, this is the
last magazine Alan will be able to work on for us and we are now seeking someone carry out this job. If you know of anyone who is well versed in using Microsoft
Publisher and who has time to spare to devote to this task on a bi-monthly basis,
please ask them to contact me below as soon as possible. I would also like to
take this opportunity of thanking Alan for his hard work and extensive contributions during his time on the magazine committee.
It has been fantastic to have so many different people contributing to this issue
and I look forward to receiving even more next issue!

Jenny Cope jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or 0774 777 5900
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Dates At A Glance
6 July

Parish Walk

Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am

6 July

Coffee Morning

Village Hall starting at 11am

3 August

Set Up Village Fete

Meet at Sulham Farm at 6pm

4 August

Tidmarsh & Sulham Mill Corner Farm 2-5pm
Village Fete

25 or 27

Sulham vs Tidmarsh

August

Cricket Match

Englefield (see notice in mag)

7 Sept

Parish Walk

Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am

7 Sept

Coffee Morning V

illage Hall starting at 11am

12 Sept

Book Club Meeting

venue to be advised

12 Sept

Talk on Greater Bere St James the Less at 7.30pm
Court

6th October

Quiz Night

Village Hall, 7.30 for 8

Further details of all these events can be found within this issue
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Dates for your diary
Village walks
On the first Friday of each month...
Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9.30 .
The walk has grown in popularity with men and women joining in to enjoy easy routes
lasting approximately 1hr 30 mins .
If you would like more information please call Gillian Alderton on 9842729.
Next dates are Friday 6th July and Friday 7 September
Coffee mornings at Tidmarsh Village Hall
These are usually held on the first Friday of the month from 11am to 12noon.
There is a village walk that takes place prior to this (weather permitting). Meet up outside the hall at 9.30am. All welcome, including well-behaved dogs.
Next dates are Friday 6th July, and Friday 7th September.
100 Club Draw
Tickets will be sold by Committee Members during August and September. See Village
Hall News for more details.
Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night
Saturday 6th October 7.30 pm for 8 pm start.
Ploughman’s supper. Please bring your own drinks and glasses.

Village Hall News
The Committee has no events planned over the summer months; however, during August and early September members will be calling at your door to sell 100 Club Draw
tickets.
We hope you will buy one, or more, as they provide extra funds towards the upkeep of
the hall, and also the lucky winners each month can receive £25, £15 and £10 in prize
money.
The draw runs for 5 months (September to January inclusive), with a draw for each
month, plus a bonus draw for the New Year. The proceeds of the ticket sales are
shared equally between the hall and the prize money.
The annual Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night will be taking place in the autumn, so please
make a note in your diary for Saturday 6th October, 7.30pm for 8pm start. Further details will be in the next issue.
Hiring the village hall
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on availability
and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com
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TIDMARSH & SULHAM FETE
SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST
2-5 PM
AT MILL CORNER FARM, MILL LANE, TIDMARSH

ATTRACTIONS WILL INCLUDE:
MUSIC BY EMC JAZZ
FUN DOG SHOW
DOG AGILITY DISPLAY
PONY RIDES
DUCK RACE
BARBEQUE WITH LOCALLY REARED RARE BREED PORK
SAUSAGES
THE ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE IS VERY TRADITIONAL IN
STYLE AND THE AIM IS TO GIVE ALL AGES A FUN AFTERNOON WITHOUT THE NEED TO SPEND A FORTUNE!
THE PROCEEDS FROM THE FETE ARE DIVIDED BETWEEN
THE TWO PARISH CHURCHES – ST LAURENCE, TIDMARSH AND ST NICHOLAS, SULHAM. BOTH THE
CHURCH COMMITTEES WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR THANKS TO THE
COMMUNITY FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT. WITHOUT THIS HELP IT
WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP THESE TWO CHURCHES OPEN.
IN ORDER FOR THIS YEAR’S FETE TO BE SUCCESSFUL, WE NEED HELP
IN THE FORM OF DONATIONS OF PRIZES FOR THE RAFFLE, CAKES FOR
THE CAKE STAFF, PLANTS AND PRODUCE AND BOTTLES FOR THE BOTTLE TOMBOLA. THERE IS A LIST PRINTED ADJACENT OF THE STALL
HOLDERS WHO NEED GOODS TO SELL OR RAFFLE. GOODS MAY BE
DROPPED OFF AT MILL CORNER FARM AT ANY TIME DURING THE
WEEK RUNNING UP TO THE FETE WHERE COLLECTING BOXES WILL BE
AVAILABLE BY THE FRONT DOOR.
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Appeal For Cakes
We need cake/bread/biscuit donations for
the fete. Please phone Joy on 984 4213 if you
can help and bring them along to the bungalow (Cherry Trees, Manor Farm Lane, Tidmarsh)
the day before, or bring along to the fete
cake stall at Mill Corner Farm on the day.

Planning Applications
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and
Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at:
http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/

Application Ref

Address

Proposal

11/00218/
COMIND

Berkshire Retail
Park Pincents
Lane Tilehurst

Erection of Class A1 retail store with associated car parking, landscaping, servicing
and access arrangements.
(IKEA - APPROVED)

12/01421/FUL

Glebe Orchard
Tidmarsh

Demolition of existing single storey building
and erection of new building in B1 use
class. Storage site

12/00896/
HOUSE
12/00897/LBC2

7 Tidmarsh
Barns
Tidmarsh Lane

Enlarged chimney.
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Cricket Match 2012
THE ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH BETWEEN TIDMARSH
AND SULHAM WILL TAKE PLACE OVER THE BANK
HOLIDAY WEEKEND IN AUGUST.
THE VENUE WILL AGAIN BE ENGLEFIELD
DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILTY OF THE GROUND IT
WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY 25TH OR MONDAY 27TH
AUGUST
THIS YEAR TIDMARSH WILL BE TRYING TO WIN BACK
THE HONOURS AFTER THE SULHAM VICTORY LAST
YEAR
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE PART PLEASE CONTACT
ROB ROBERTSON
robo_51@hotmail.com
OR
JOHN HAGGARTY 07770583128
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Useful Info for Senior Citizens
Question - My Mother is housebound but really does need to see a dentist. Her old
dentist (last visited many years ago) cannot help her. Are there “travelling” dentists?
Answer - The Community Dental Service provides treatment for people who may not
otherwise receive dental care, such as your Mother.
You can contact them by either contacting your local Community Dental Service
(number in your local telephone book) or by going to NHS Direct on 0845 46 47. The
call is charged at local rate and the service is open 24 hours per day.
Question - My brother, who is a pensioner, lives in Spain. He is a British National who has
lived there for the past five years after retiring from work. He lived and worked in Britain
for all his life before retirement. He now has a health problem and wants to come back
to my home and have treatment under the NHS. However, he has been advised that
he is not entitled to free treatment and will have to be treated as a tourist and pay for
his treatment in advance. Is this the case?
Answer - Yes, the Government is trying to cut the cost of a healthcare loophole that
allows foreigners to travel to the UK for treatment and receive it free when they would
have to pay for it in the country where they live. Unfortunately this includes British people who have chosen to live elsewhere in Europe.
Question - I think my health situation qualifies me to register as a disabled person as I
understand I can then claim some benefits for myself. Can you tell me how I register as
a disabled person?
Answer - You can register as a disabled person with your local council. They have a
statutory duty to keep records of disabled people in their area in order to allow councils to plan appropriate services. The council may then check with your GP to seek
verification of your disability. Once you are registered you can then receive some concessions as a disabled person such as reduced public transport fares. Being registered
as disabled will also stand as proof when applying for discounts from non council services/facilities e.g. British Rail Discount Card
Question - I would like to arrange to be buried at sea. How can this be arranged and
have you any idea of the cost?
Answer - To be buried at sea you have to obtain a licence, for which there is no
charge from the Dept. for the Environment, Food and Rural affairs (DEFRA).
Burial at sea is only arranged at specific locations approved by DEFRA. Off the South
Coast there is an approved location near Newhaven in Sussex and to the West of the
Isle of Wight.
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Useful Info Page 2
Funeral directors can arrange the burial for you or you could contact a charity such as
The Maritime Volunteer Service. They have a vessel which is licensed by DEFRA to carry
out committals in conjunction with your undertakers. To contact your local DEFRA look
in your local telephone book and to contact the Maritime Volunteer Service call 01892
853500
Question - As a pensioner I have been told that I can register with my gas and electrical company for free services. What are they please?
Answer - Gas and electricity suppliers should have a Priority Service Register which
gives certain groups of people free services. The group includes pensioners, disabled
people, blind and visually impaired people, people with hearing impairments or people who are chronically sick.
The free services available are a free safety check of your gas appliances including
fitting special controls and adaptations to help make your gas and electricity appliances easier to use and a Password Scheme that can protect you against bogus callers who pretend to be from your energy suppliers.
Membership of the scheme also entitles you to extra advance warning if your electricity supply has to be cut off for planned work and you can have your bills or a copy of
them sent to a friend or relatives if you feel this would be helpful.
There are also other benefits in that if everyone who is living in your home is eligible to
become a Member and there are circumstances when your gas supply has been disrupted or turned off for safety reasons, then your gas transporter will provide you with
alternative cooking and heating facilities. Bills can also be sent in Braille, large print or
via a tape.
To become a Member look on the back of your gas or electricity bill for the phone
number and address of your supplier and contact them to join.

Resuscitation Training
Have you ever wondered how you could help someone who collapses and who
needs cardiac massage?
The Pangbourne Community First Responder group will be offering a short demonstration and practice session for basic life support in Tidmarsh Village Hall in August.
There will be an opportunity to practice on an adult and a baby dummy. Anyone can
do this; from teenagers up, it could save a life.
Date TBA. For more info contact; Alison on 9845202 or Gillian Alderton on 9842729
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Book Club
By Alison
Boyland

We had a fabulous trip out to the Watermill Theatre following our last review of
Mice and Men. The play was so true to the
book we did feel we could have guessed
what they were going to say next!
The next book we talked about, after discussing and solving issues of the
world!,was “Before she Goes To Sleep” by
S.J. Watson. This was quite a gripping

book. It would be a good book to read if
you are in need of a distraction. It explores
the world of a character who has lost her
short term memory and offers an almost
murder mystery seen through her daily
diary. There was a predictability about it
and there was a frustrating part in the middle when we felt it wasnt progressing
quick enough and it did have a couple of
unrealistic pieces in the plot. Overall everyone enjoyed it and it did get you thinking about how life would be without this
part of your brain working and how essential memory is to your own self identity. We
did, however, want a more substantial
ending.
Future meetings:
Wednesday 20th June The Paris Wife by
Paula Mclain
Wednesday 12th Sept Tom-All-Alone's by
Lynn Shepherd
State of Wonder by Anne Patchett

Swanning Around
From the new ‘almost farrow and ball’
exterior, with its eye catching new logo
design, that is as far from your average
pub sign that graces most properties, you
would almost be forgiven for thinking that
Pangbourne now finally had a food offering worthy of some accreditation.
Even upon walking into the entrance vestibule, both the mind and senses are awakened by the sight of the artisan breads
being displayed and you are then further
delighted upon casting your eyes around
the new contemporary interior, which is
both inviting and cosy, without being fussy
or overcrowded.
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Swanning Around cont....
So all is well then? Well, actually no…
Whilst our hosts have now provided us with
somewhere to sit comfortably, relax with
friends and enjoy the stunning riverside
location, they have made a slight oversight on the food, and food being as crucial to life’s pleasures as is simply being
able to walk or breathe, this really does
burst one’s bubble of highly anticipated
gourmet delights.

Our second visit was filled with hope (and
everyone deserves a second chance)
and whilst it was far better than the first
visit, we still left feeling disappointed and a
little cheated.

On this occasion, we chose the’ pan fried
cod wrapped in parma ham with a chorizo drizzle and green beans’ and ‘honey
glazed pork belly with apple’. We both
chose not to have the mashed / sautéed
The actual menu doesn’t sound so bad,
potatoes as listed on the menu, but inbut from the enticing description to the
stead swopped these for their rustic chips.
end offering, there is a rather large void
The cod was ‘okay’, but a tiny portion and
waiting to be filled. Yes, the menu could
overcooked, with green beans that had
be improved overall, no it doesn’t really
maybe been boiled for about an hour just
cater well for all tastes, yes they have
to ensure that both the colour and flavour
tried, but it’s not working, well not for myhad entirely disappeared. The pork presself and my dining companion at least,
entation and flavour was good although
who have now visited twice, as we
tough and a challenge to cut into and
thought the first visit may have been too
whilst the chips were wonderful, they only
soon after re-opening, and therefore they serve about 10 little ones in a bowl the size
deserved a second review.
of a coffee cup! Disappointing to say the
least – Le Gavroche this is not. Dessert was
On our first visit we had one of their spemuch better though – we both chose their
cials ‘the sticky ribs’ and their ‘Nibbles for
special of ‘flourless blueberry and almond
sharing plate’, which consisted of humcake, with blueberry compote and vanilla
mus, bread, olives and pesto. Whilst the
ice cream’ (written as bluberry and comribs were good and maybe should be a
pot on the menu!) Both the cake and
permanent fixture on the menu, the hum- compote were a pleasure to eat but the
mus was tasteless and crying out for garlic, ice cream sadly nothing memorable
seasoning and lemon juice and the pesto whatsoever.
could only be described as similar to eating grass – not that we have ever eaten
Overall we thought the service was attengrass, but if one was to, then we are sure
tive and the staff are friendly and seem
this is how it would taste.
genuinely interested in you, but the food is
not up to par and the prices are way over
Thereafter followed a burger (not bad)
the average for the portions served.
and a risotto, but again, no seasoning,
tasteless and the Chef could certainly
benefit from learning how to cook a risotto Sioux Lees
as the consistency was akin to day old
(Sioux Lees is an independent restaurant
porridge.
reviewer)

Parish Magazine

11

Sulham Farm Walk By Karen Elliott
After weeks of unseasonably cold and wet weather in early May, the sun returned for
this year’s walk around Sulham Estate. A larger than usual group of enthusiastic walkers and their many dogs were warmly greeted by Henry Scutt, who owns the Estate,
before John Haggarty gave a brief overview of the afternoon’s event.
We started off by looking at the cattle, several of whom had calved in the past couple
of days. Those of us who were annual visitors to the farm were given the task of trying
to identify Buttercup - a new ‘Mum’ in the field who was herself named during the farm
walk two years ago by one of the children on the walk when she was only a day or so
old. We then set off to discover more about the 2nd World War Defences that abound
the farm, but which, until then, many residents of Sulham and Tidmarsh knew little
about. We started by looking at one of the many pillboxes that formed part of the
local defences in case of invasion. We were lucky enough to have an expert on hand,
in the form of Rex Ward who was able to tell us all about the design and building of
these concrete giants and answer the many questions.

Passing over what was once an anti-tank ditch, we then looked at several concrete
‘dragon’s teeth’ now hidden in the undergrowth next to Mill Lane but which, had an
invasion occurred, would quickly have been dragged into the road to slow down the
invasion force.
Our walk then took us across the farm to hear about and look at the different crops
being grown and the environmental Stewardship Scheme undertaken to protect the
abundance of wildlife. Buffer zones round the fields prevent spray drift from reaching
the water courses, while providing food and habitats for ground nesting birds etc.
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Sulham Farm Walk contd..
We then passed out of Sulham Estate land onto that owned and managed by
B.B.O.W.T (Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust) where Andy Coulson Phillips explained
the management of the pastures. We saw first-hand how careful grazing by their small
herds of white park cattle and Aberdeen Angus’ ensured the survival of many species
of wild flowers and the insects that rely on them.
We then returned to Sulham Estate’s land, looking at the healthy looking fields of
wheat and beans as we went. At this point some people returned to the farm along
Nunhide Lane while others climbed the gentle slope to Sulham Woods, taking in the
wonderful view as we did so. It was certainly worth the walk – masses of wild flowers
and the green of the foliage that can only be seen in May.
When we arrived back at the farm we were greeted by the very welcome sight of tea
and homemade cakes plus something a little stronger in the form of a very tasty local
cider.

Gardening
Things to do in July/August by G. Alderton
If you get a chance dodging the rain showers it is worth cutting back herbaceous perennials. Cut back to where the clump is strong and leafy, this pruning will reduce the
ultimate height a little but gives the plant more stability and fullness. Also known as the
Chelsea Chop.
July and August is a good months to take semi ripe cuttings from shrubs. Look for cuttings that are about 3 inches long and just going woody at the base. Put the cuttings
into a shaded bed or pots prepared with sharp sand for good drainage, cover with a
cloche or cut off plastic bottles and they should root well.
Don’t forget if you have cuttings you have potted up to spare, bring them along to the
Fete for the plant and produce stall.
A lovely garden to visit this summer is at Blenheim Palace. From June 16 th until September 17th there will be a display of ceramic flowers at the entrance to the formal gardens..www.blenheimpalace.com
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Gardening Matters
PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Trading
The Trading Store in the Memorial Hall car park, Glebe Road is now open every Saturday & Sunday from 10am-11am until the end of October. Membership of the Society
is only £2 and garden supplies can be purchased at certain nurseries(list in trading
store). If you have not renewed your membership, we would be grateful if you could
do so as soon as possible.
Outings
The Society held a successful trip to Exbury Gardens on Sunday, 6 May. The rain stayed
away whilst everyone was at the gardens, but it was a bit on the chilly side. I would
like to thank Wendy for organizing this trip. On Wednesday, 12 September the Society
will be organizing a trip for members to Wisley Gardens, cost £10 per person If you are
interested, please contact Molly Haughton on 9423551 for more details.
Plant Sale
We held a very successful plant sale on Saturday, May 12 in Purley Memorial Hall Car
Park. Due to ill health, our usual supplier was unable to supply plants this year, but we
are grateful to Waterfield Nursery, Goring Heath helping us out at short notice. Thanks
are also due to Graham Chapman and Paul Humphreys for producing vegetable
plants, etc. to boost our display, also Wendy Chapman for co-ordinating everything.
Jubilee Trough Competition
The trough competition was very well supported. Mary Grant won first prize and
Wendy Chapman and Purley W.I. were commended. Purley Brownies and Purley PreSchool also entered. The Committee would like to thank everyone who entered the
competition and made it very successful.
Late Summer Show
This will take place on Saturday, 8 September in Purley Memorial Hall. Schedules are
available at the Trading Store and on the Purley-on-Thames website.
RH.S.
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the
R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one
guest at a special rate. If you require further information or would like the card, please
contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.
If you would like more information on the Society's activities you can visit the Purley-onThames website, www.purleyonthames.org.uk/Phs
Happy gardening, Marion Dabbs,

14

July/ Aug 2012

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Whitchurch Bridge Update
As the reconstruction of Whitchurch Bridge approaches the Whitchurch Bridge Company will be making a special effort to communicate its plans and to address any concerns of Bridge users and local residents. Two issues we’re currently being asked about
are Bridge Card Tolls and how we’re raising the funds for the reconstruction of the
Bridge.
1 Bridge Card Tolls
After the Public Inquiry in 2009 and the granting of a Toll increase to 40p the Company
voluntarily entered into a formal undertaking not to increase the 20p concessionary Toll
(ie that paid with Bridge Cards) before 1st January 2013, and then to not more than
30p. The expectation in 2009 was that the Company would increase the Bridge Card
Toll to 30p on 1st January 2013.
However, we are pleased to announce that the Bridge Card Toll will stay at 20p until
the Bridge closes for reconstruction in October 2013, and an increase to 30p will not be
implemented until the Bridge re-opens, which is planned for May 2014. To encourage
Bridge Card holders to retain their Bridge Cards throughout the closure period we will
allow “preloading” of crossings at 20p before the Bridge closes which will be valid for
crossings after the Bridge re-opens. Further details, including a new upper limit to which
preloading will be allowed, will be decided later.
2 Raising the funds for the reconstruction of the Bridge
We expect to collect Tolls from 1.5 million crossings in the year ending 30th June 2012.
Bridge Card users account for just over half of these and the remainder pay cash, giving us a total Toll revenue of about £440,000. Of this, just over a third goes to operating
and administrative expenses, and the rest is put into our investment portfolio which
holds the funds required for the reconstruction of the Bridge.
We have in place management systems and internal controls to ensure that all revenues and expenses are carefully accounted for. Since the Public Inquiry in 2009 we
have grown the market value of our Bridge reconstruction fund by £1 million. However,
the sharp and unexpected rise in reconstruction costs over the last 7 years means we
will still have to borrow some £1.4 million to meet the estimated cost of £4.5 million. We
will be paying down this borrowing from Toll revenue for at least 10 years after the
Bridge re-opens.
Our website will be regularly updated as more details about the reconstruction work
become available. Please contact us if you would like more information on any specific points. Geoff Weir Company Secretary, the Whitchurch Bridge Company
www.whitchurchbridge.com
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Notes From The Sul
of the Bible.
In mid-April, for the last issue of this magazine, I wrote of the Sul "we still have little
more than a dribble ... what will the summer bring?"

The Book of Revelation, chapter 14, verse
13 (in the authorised King James version)
reads "And I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
A few days later the Today programme on dead which die in the Lord from henceBBC Radio 4 reported that the Pang was
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
dry at Bucklebury. Well, talk about tempt- rest from their labours; and their works do
ing fate. Within a few days it rained ... it
follow them."
rained ... and it rained. By the end of April
the Pang was full to overflowing. The over- Final question: why, in Sulham, has the
flow in the northern corner of Moor Copse American spelling of "labours" been used?
was in full spate, sending water to the Sul
Does anyone know the answer? It strikes
through Oaklands Farm. The Sul brook was me as being very non-U.
again running vigorously, thank Heavens.
Talking of thanking Heavens, where in the
parish will you see the following?
"BLESSED ARE THE DEAD
WHICH DIE IN THE LORD
THEY REST FROM THEIR LABORS"

In the last issue, the floral beauty of St
Nicholas' churchyard in springtime was
noted. But did you notice how pretty the
churchyard of St Laurence is in late April

The answer is that it is written up in letters
of iron within the lichgate at the entrance
to the churchyard of St Nicholas.

and early May? Most of us must frequently
drive past the church, but how many of us
looked over the wall to admire the lovely
display of cowslips? When I visited there
were also two small floral displays in the
church porch. Well done, whoever made
them. They were so pretty.
Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and
Next question: where does the quote origi- let us see what we shall see.
nate? The answer is almost at the very end Richard Thomas. May 2012
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Restaurant Review
The Queen's Head, Bradfield
I don't know why, but although we had
heard good things of The Queen's Head in
Bradfield, we had never felt tempted to
try it. Perhaps that is because from the
outside it looks to be just a very ordinary
pub rather than an inviting place to eat.
Well, we were wrong. We should have
followed advice long ago.
On a wet and windy Tuesday evening we
ate in front of a lovely warm fire in the bar.
Perhaps at weekends it may be better to
eat in the small dining room, but the bar
was comfortably inviting and the young
waitress was delightful. The menu is also
most inviting with an interesting choice of
nine starters and nine main courses, plus
six puds (£6 each) plus a platter of local
cheese (£7). At The Queen's Head the
accent is very much on fish with seafood
being the basis of half of the starters and
main courses. A fruits de mer platter is offered on Friday evenings. Having a professional chef prepare fish dishes suits us fine,
particularly when it is made clear that "all
our food is cooked fresh and to order".

crayfish butter and chunky chips (£18).
That does sound tempting.

We had an excellent meal off a good
solid table and ate so well that we were
not tempted by the puddings. The prices
at The Queen's Head are a little more than
we would normally expect to pay in a
pub/restaurant but we did not begrudge
it even though we should perhaps have
gone for their Wednesday evenings' special offer. The expression "you get what
you pay for" comes to mind. They do ask
that you always book a table. We recommend that you do so and be prepared to
pay the price. Go to The Queen's Head for
a really nice meal, particularly if you enjoy
I started with an interesting and tasty crab fish.
and parmesan hotpot (£9) and Rosemary
with salt 'n pepper squid with aioli (£7). We
continued with the fishy theme. My fillet of
The Queen's Head, Southend Road,
halibut with sautéed new potatoes and
Bradfield Telephone: (0118) 974 4332
chorizo (£18) was a delicious dish, nicely
prepared and with a generous helping of
halibut. Rosemary also dined well having
chosen a whole roasted lemon sole with
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Sulham Resident’s Marathon Tale
On Sunday 22nd April, Alison Boyland ran the London Marathon! We have persuaded
her to tell the story of her experience…
Alison writes… I have been told off for keeping it quiet
about running in the London Marathon. It was my third
attempt to get to the start line due to injuries hence I
didn,t blog or announce it! On Sunday 22nd April I finally managed it and it surpassed all my expectations.
It was like a massive carnival. There was a fabulous
atmosphere and you could talk to anyone and I did!! I
chatted most of the way. I arrived at the start line by
boat just because I happened to notice runners going
to the boat stop, so my day started with a boat ride
down to Greenwich with some VIPs from Virgin!
I was in the last pen as I guess I had put down a conservative time. So I started with Rhinos and two men
carrying an enormous blue head. It did help cure my
nerves when I saw what they were attempting to do. It
was so packed you really couldn’t run fast so I had no
worries about not pacing myself.
The hardest time was in the middle about 13 miles when it was hard to imagine repeating what I had just done. Not long after that though I knew I was going to see my
friends and that did lift my spirits. The crowds were also amazing. A friend told me to
put my name on my t-shirt which was great advice as you get support from everyone. I
think I wore a silly smile all the way round as the five official photos showed!
I did run the whole way, without a loo stop in 4 hours and 39 minutes and really did
enjoy it. I wouldn’t do another unless others want to do one as a group. ( Any takers?!!!) The training would have been tedious without friends like Jenny Cope who was
training for a half marathon in Edinburgh, which I have to say was amazing considering
it was her first and she was feeling so rough the day before she went to have a lay
down.( Anyone knowing Jenny knows she never stops so I knew it was bad). Yet she
chin wagged her whole way round in 2 hours and 26 minutes.
I would also love to thank all those who supported the charity I ran for which was Get
Kids Going which provides funding for disabled young people up to 28 years old to
access sports. We have almost raised £2000, so thank you.
I also learned that we have another multi marathon runner our own Dorothy in Sulham
who ran london twice and the coast of china and still runs today.Did you know that?!
That is a tough example to follow! Watch this space !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Alison Boyland

18

July/ Aug 2012

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Royal Jubilee Big Lunch
Well, what a day to remember, when
members of the Sulham and Tidmarsh
community and their families, young and
old, got together to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee with a Big Lunch. Richard
and Rosemary Thomas’ immaculate Sulham suppers, held every June, are well
known locally , and in the event the Jubilee lunch was oversubscribed, with 78 of
us sitting down to lunch and an afternoon
of entertainment in the Barn at Sulham
Farm.

Christian and then a quiz : ‘What do you
know about Royalty and the Local Area?’
Not a lot for some of us, but two tables
competed fiercely for the prize, with Dorothy Pickering and the Sulham Syndicate
finally clinching the tiebreak.
Then followed Colin Pawson and a
‘Beginner’s Guide to Horn Blowing’. What
Colin doesn’t know about coaching horns
really isn’t worth knowing! The use of the
horn to sound calls to forewarn approaching coaches, hostelries and the like was a
really interesting education for us all.
The barn itself was properly festive,
And finally a rousing royal toast led by Rob
decked with swathes of bunting overhead Robertson, with Jubilee celebration cake
and with two rows of tables running the
befittingly decorated with red white and
length of the building, laid out with union
blue icing.
jack tablecloths, hats and royal party
Very many thanks must go to all those
paraphernalia.
who helped prepare the barn and dining
tables, put up and put down the marThe opening welcome of cold pea and
quees, the local ladies who lovingly premint soup was served in the marquee ad- pared the food, those who entertained on
jacent to the barn, accompanied by our
the day, and not forgetting all those who
very own up-and-coming songstress Clare tackled the massive clearing up job afterHaggarty and Christian on the acoustic
wards.
guitar.
Most notably we must thank Richard and
Lunch itself was a delicious feast of coroRosemary who so impressively made it
nation chicken, green vegetables and
happen, and also to Jill and John Hagpasta, jelly for dessert and finally, for those
who still had space to fill, cheese and bis- garty and the Scutts for enabling our community to come together to enjoy a
cuits.
Thankfully, the rain stayed away while we unique celebration in our country’s history,
enjoyed the appetisers in the marquee,
that we will all remember for years to
but as the afternoon progressed the
come.
weather set in, at times actually encroaching the side entrances of our sanc- For those of you who took photos, please
tuary with horizontal blasts of cold and
send them to Christopher Alderton, who is
wet. I have to say that we were all glad of
compiling a set for the village Jubilee
the shelter offered by the barn, and
counted ourselves very fortunate that we week-end, at sirhc.uk@hotmail.co.uk.
weren’t braving the elements outside, as
many communities were having to do!
After lunch we enjoyed more beautifully
sung music from Clare accompanied by
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Jubilee Fun

Richard & Rosemary Thomas – the organizers of this event – Richard wearing a very patriotic and appropriate waistcoat!

Big lunchers enjoying the event
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Jubilee Fun

Clare & Christian provide entertainment

Colin Pawson demonstrating
coach horn calls

Jubilee celebration cakes
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Jubilee Beacon by Lucy Clow
Thanks to John Haggarty there was
a wonderful Jubilee beacon at the
Pigeon Tower on the Nunhide on
June 4th.
John lit the fire at 9.30 just as it was
getting dark and a gathering of Sulham and Tidmarsh residents and
friends watched as the beacons in
the surrounding area lit up too.

The Sulham beacon was
really special as Sheila and
Rex Ward had worked together to design and cut out
a ‘60’ from an old farm oil
drum, the effect was brilliant.
Colin Pawson proposed a
toast to Prince Phillip and
everyone raised a glass to his
health.
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Notes From A Very Small Holding
Our bees are all confused, they started
gearing up for summer and now it feels
like winter again.
The colony would have over wintered by
reducing their numbers to about 10,000
and clustering together to keep warm.
They do not hibernate, but their activity
levels decrease and they will only fly on
fine days in order to do a little housekeeping!
As the days grow longer the queen will
start to lay eggs again to increase the size
of the colony. The bees that overwintered
will care for the growing larvae by feeding
them on pollen, honey and a small
amount of royal jelly. The cell is then
capped over in order for the larvae to
metamorphosis into a new bee. That new
bee will emerge all furry and if it she a
worker bee will for the first few days of her
life stay in the hive as a 'house bee’. She
will look after larvae, keep the hive organized by storing pollen and nectar in the
correct places and clean the hive. At
about 10 days old she will start to take
training flights in which she practices flying
and orientates herself for her future job as
a foraging bee. This is when you will see
her visiting your gardens and providing the
vital job of pollination.

she carries out her job of laying 2000 eggs
a day.
If however the bee is born male, called a
drone, it will do nothing other than fly, eat
and if lucky mate with a new queen!
The numbers will increase to around 60,000
at the height of summer when there is
much foraging to be done and start decreasing again as the days grow shorter
ready for the winter.
We take the main harvest of honey in the
autumn, but aim to leave enough honey
on the hive to feed the bees during the
winter.

Elsewhere, I have to admit the ham has
been sampled. It has been hanging in the
barn for seven months tempting us and
A queen is produced when the colony, as we finally gave in! It is superb! Now we
a whole, decides that a new queen is rehave mastered the slicing machine and
quired. A special queen cell is produced
managed to get it to produce thin
into which a female egg is deposited. This enough slices (yes, this involved lots of
chosen individual will be fed continually
practice tastings) I think we have someon royal jelly and this will ensure a queen is thing to be proud of. We are going to
produced. Once she has been on a mat- have to make two this year. We also tried
ing flight when she will mate with a numour hand at bacon, it only takes four days
ber of drones and return to the hive. She
in a salt and sugar cure and again was a
will be cared for by the worker bees while success. More of that on the way too.
Cathy Tucker
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Community First Responders
Pangbourne CR meets every 2nd Weds in the Month 7:30 Pangbourne Fire Station
If you had a medical emergency and dialled 999 you might be surprised to find a
neighbour coming to your assistance before the ambulance arrives!
A Community First Responder (CFR) is a member of the public who volunteers to help
their community by responding to medical emergencies. Trained by South Central Ambulance Service they can respond to medical emergencies in their own communities
before the arrival of an emergency ambulance.
The concept of CFR originated in America due to the work of Dr Richard Cummins. He
discovered that if a series of events took place in a set sequence, a heart attack victim had a greater chance of survival. These events are known as the “Chain of Survival”. When this chain was put into practice in America it improved the pre-hospital
survival rate to between 25% and
30%.There is also evidence to suggest
that in cases of cardiac arrest, for
every minute that goes by without
defibrillation a patient’s chances of
survival decrease
by between 10% and 20%. By developing groups of Community Responders who are trained to provide the first three events in this chain, there should be a significant improvement in the survival rates in cases of cardiac arrest.
CFRs are trained in the use of automated external defibrillators (AEDs), oxygen therapy
and how to assist with a wide range of potentially life threatening conditions such as
heart attack and asthma. This initial training is provided by qualified instructors from
South Central Ambulance Service NHS Trust and takes place over two evenings and a
weekend. The CFR is dispatched to an incident in their community if the call is deemed
potentially life threatening and they are identified as available to respond by the Ambulance Service Communication Centre. However an ambulance response is always
dispatched at the same time in order to ensure the highest degree of patient assessment and treatment is received. The Pangbourne and District scheme covers an area
within 5 minutes drive (west to Basildon, north to Whitchurch, south to cover Tidmarsh
and east into Purley and Tilehurst). Responders are dispatched (in their own cars) to
the majority of potentially life threatening calls that the services receives, but are not
sent to incidents which could put them in danger, such as violence or road traffic collisions.Anyone who wants to help their community can become a CFR (subject
to an interview and CRB check). No previous medical experience or training is necessary although you will obviously need a caring attitude and be able to cope with potentially distressing situations. You need to be over 18 years old with no upper age limit
so a retired person could be a real asset. To find out more come to our regular meetings. Martin Maynard http://www.scas-responders.info/Pangbourne
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Goring Gap Boat Club
It has been observed that Great Britain
tends to excel at those Olympic events
where you compete sitting down – cycling, yachting, equestrian events, and, of
course, rowing.

Club in Henley. Good luck to them all!!

At the opposite end of the competitive
rowing scale, I would also like to unashamedly plug the Goring and Streatley Regatta!! This takes place on Saturday 21st
Rowing has been part of the Olympic
July, and is a unique event in that it is only
Games since 1900 (it was scheduled to be open to novice rowers. Over the next six
part of the first modern Olympiad in 1896
weeks, 50 crews of friends, colleagues and
but the events had to be cancelled due
drinking companions will be trained by
to poor weather). Over this 112 year peGoring Gap Boat Club to race against
riod, Great Britain ranks third in the Olymeach other for your entertainment and
pic rowing medal table behind the former enjoyment. Please come along and cheer
Eastern Germany and the USA. Neverthe- them on.
less, our squad this year ranks as one of
the strongest ever, and expectations are
The Regatta is a fantastic family day out.
that we should at least match the Beijing
In addition to the rowing there is a funfair,
rowing medal tally of six. In particular, look live music, archery, crafts, food stalls,
out for the men’s four, the women’s douPimms, beer, and many other attractions –
ble, the women’s pair, and the men’s
and unlike the Olympic rowing tickets are
lightweight double.
readily available!!
More details on the Regatta, and on GorThere is plenty of local interest within the
ing Gap Boat Club, can be found on our
2012 GB rowing squad, with rowers from
website at www.goringgapbc.org.uk.
Reading University RC and Wallingford RC
– as well as many based at the Leander
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Church matters
Christian Aid
As a result of the recent house to house collection in Tidmarsh £385.40 was collected.
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously. I am very grateful to the five collectors who helped me cover much of the village.
Jennifer Nutt

St Nicholas Diamond Jubilee Flower Festival
All the St Nicholas church committee would like to say a huge thank you to all the
lovely ladies who designed and made such inspired floral arrangements to celebrate
the jubilee.
The church looked beautiful and was filled with fragrance. Thanks also to the many
visitors, who despite the rain came to enjoy the displays and made generous donations totaling £106 towards the much needed roof repairs.

Summer Preaching Series The Letter to the Ephesians begins
15th July in Sunday at Ten
For more information about Bible Study :
rector@pangbournechurches.info
Mid week Services at 10am
Wednesday Holy Communion
A short quiet service with Coffee and Chat afterwards. Come and join us!
This could be particularly useful for Mums while children are at school and nursery,
and anyone who has to work on Sunday.
Friday Noah’s Ark Worship suitable for babies and toddlers and their carers.
Mums come and meet each other. Babies from Bumps to preschool very welcome.
Tea and Coffee and children’s drinks served.
Our worship in church often includes time for fellowship over coffee or tea.
If you would like to discuss living the Christian faith with others ask about the small
groups that meet for study and prayer.
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Church matters cont.....
July

1st

8th

15th

22nd

29th

7:45am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

Order 2

Order 2

Order 2

Order 2

Order 2

10am
Sunday
at Ten
St
James,
Pangbourne

Sunday at
Ten
Holy
Communion
Children’s
Church

Sunday at
Ten
Family
Worship

Sunday at
Ten
Holy Communion
Children’s
Church

Sunday at
Ten
Parish
Communion

5th Sunday
Parish
Communion
St James

11am

Family Worship
St Laurence
Tidmarsh

6pm

Evening Service
St James
JJs Village
Hall
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Holy
Communion
St Laurence
Tidmarsh
Matins
in St James
Quiet service
St James

Order 1

Family
Worship
St Nicholas
Sulham
Evening
Service
St Nicholas
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Advertisements
Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business.
Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience.
Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.
All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets.
Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden
and impress your friends just ask!
Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades.
Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties.
Call now for a free estimate
0118 984 4391
07920 776 116
info@chilternelectric.co.uk
or visit
www.chilternelectric.co.uk
We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask!
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Please mention Tidmarsh & Sulham Parish Mag when replying to adverts

Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered
Mobile Massage Therapist
30 minute massage - £25 45 minute massage - £30
60 minute massage - £35
Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36
Mini Facial - £20

07747 102141 holly@holtherapy.co.uk
www.holtherapy.co.uk
Male clients on referral only

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield

CLEAN AND TIDY
DUSTING. HOOVERING.
POLISHING. IRONING.
SPRING CLEANS
REGULAR OR ONE-OFF VISITS

Catherine
Cat by name...
Clean & Tidy by nature
Tel 0118 9624571
Email cathybaniuk@aol.com

Parish Magazine
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PREMIER GARDENS
& FENCING
FENCING

P A V I N G & PA T I O S

TURFING

SHED BASES

BLOCK PAVING

DECKING

BRICK WALLS

CALL FOR FREE
QUOTATION
PHONE:

0118 971 4987

MOBILE: 07833 642740
Email:adyquick@yahoo.co.uk
www.premiergardens.biz
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Property Services

Renovations & Extension Specialists
Building / Structural Alterations ♦ Period Properties
Brick Work ♦ Ground Works ♦ Hard Landscaping
Building Repairs ♦ Home Improvements
Kitchens ♦ Bathrooms ♦ Carpentry
Plastering ♦ Flooring ♦ Decorating

All your building needs in one company
Free advice / All work guaranteed
Local references available
Telephone 01635 579656
Mobile 07710 380408
Email leekeeler@lkpropertyservices.co.uk
www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk
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Local Information
Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury 01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am 0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928
Church wardens
Cherry East
...........................0118 984 2636
Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370
Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698
Ann Bolam ................................ 0118 942 1020

Parochial Church Council
Tidmarsh representatives
Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937
Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881
Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280
Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114
Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194
Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860
Colin Pawson ..............................0118 984 2619
Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837

Libraries
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117
Newbury
...............................01635 519 900

Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729
Judith Sumner

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the
magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.
Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 June at the latest. Whilst we make every effort to
ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot
accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur.
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Local Information ..... Continued
Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne.....0118 984 2234

Reading Buses .............................0118 9594000
Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500
Thames Travel...............................01491 837988

Traveline
NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office ............................0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury) 01635 42400 Emergencies ............................................999

Parish magazine committee
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland ........................... 0118 984 5202
John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621
Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326
Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820
Cathy Tucker.............................. 07773 379920

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire............... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765

Village hall committee
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138
Emergency Contact .................. 07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council
Bus travel
Main switchboard ...................... 01635 42400
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)..0118 933 3725 Streetcare ...................................01635 519080
Planning applications ................01635 519111
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Prices for one year:

Prices for six months:

Full page – £100

Full page – £50

Half page – £60

Half page – £30

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of
£15. Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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