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Editorial
Welcome to the March/April issue of the magazine…
I hope by the time this issue reaches you that the weather will have improved
as I am sure we have all had enough of the snow, rain and general damp
miserable weather!
As a gardener, I look forward to the ‘bonus’
days early on in the year when the weather is
good enough to get outside and start
preparing the beds for spring sowing; however,
no such days have presented themselves so
far and my beds lay water-logged and empty!
The greenhouse is therefore my refuge where
at least I can get some seeds underway which,
come summer, will give me great pleasure as I
pick vegetables and get them from garden to
table in less than half an hour.
I have had a couple of e-mails asking me
when we will be collecting subscriptions for
2009. We have decided to collect
subscriptions on the 1st March annually. The
easiest way is for each household to set up a
standing order for £3 to be paid annually into
the magazine bank account or, for those of
you who use online banking, then a payment
of £3 to the following account:
Account Name: Tidmarsh and Sulham Parish
Magazine
Account No:
33147541
Sort Code:
20-71-06
Branch:
Pangbourne

With this issue, we have also included an
addressed envelope for you to pop the cash
(or cheque) into and mail to me. More than
ever, the collection of subscriptions is of
paramount importance as we no longer
produce the magazine in-house we need to
pay the printer! Please assist us by making this
task as effortless as possible — as I am sure you
are all aware, the magazine is produced and
distributed by volunteers and there is a limit to
the goodwill we can expect and, as you will
appreciate, our distributors would prefer not to
have to collect subscriptions door to door. If
you think you didn’t pay last year, then please
feel free to include £3 for last year too! Don't
forget to include your name/address with your
payment.
This month we have been delighted with the
response from people and companies wishing
to advertise their services and from
contributors with articles for the magazine. The
response has been so great that this issue has
increased in size from 24 pages to a massive 40
pages! This is everything we hoped for when
we took on the challenge a year ago to
revamp the magazine. Please keep the
contributions and e-mails coming — it is great
to hear from you!

Jenny Cope
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Printed by Trinity Creative Resources
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Dates for your diary
Walking group

Friday 6 March and
Friday 3 April
These walks will start at Tidmarsh Village Hall at
9:30 am and will last approximately 1½ hours.
They will be at an easy pace on paths over
fields and woodland. Sociable doggies are
welcome! There will be coffee and chat
afterwards in the village hall (see below).

Coffee morning
Friday 6 March and
Friday 3 April

The Village Hall coffee mornings will take place
on the first Friday of each month from 11 am to
noon for a catch up and a cuppa.

On Friday 6 March our coffee morning is
for charity so come along for coffee
and cake and help to raise funds for the
Duchess of Kent House Hospice.

Plant and cake sale
Saturday 14 March

Come and enjoy tea, coffee and cake at
Pangbourne Village Hall, Station Road,
Pangbourne, RG8 7AN from 10 am to
12.30 pm. A raffle will be drawn at noon.
All proceeds go to the Aman Kapila Memorial
Fund (registered charity - Charities Aid
Foundation Number T/30193531).

Big tidy up

Saturday 21 March
The Parish Plan Environment Group are
organising a big tidy up by the roadside along
Sulham Lane and then Mill Lane ending at The
Greyhound.
Come and help to tidy up our hedgerows and
verges. We will have kits with refuse sacks and
so on provided by West Berks Council and
Campaign to Protect Rural England.

For those of you who haven’t yet been and
have thought about doing so, the coffee
mornings are a relaxed social get together for
anyone in the two villages, young or old,
working or non-working. Please come along,
we’d love to see you.

Meet at 10 am at Home Farm, Sulham Lane.
For further details see www.thebigtidyup.org or
call John Haggarty on 0118 984 4122.

Why not combine it with a walk with the
walking group starting at 09:30 am on the
same days (see above)?

You don’t have to be an ‘egghead’ to enjoy
this popular event. All you need to bring is your
own alcoholic beverage and glasses. Doors
open at 7:30 pm and the quiz starts at 8 pm.

Everyone is welcome to join in; discussion is
very informal. For more details please contact
Gillian on 0118 984 2729.
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Village hall quiz night
Saturday 21 March

Tickets cost £6 per person, £20 for a group of 4
(friends/family). This includes a light buffet.
There will be a small raffle.
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Dates for your diary (continued)
Table top sale

Skittles night

What’s in your attic? Do you like bargain
hunting? This is a new venture to replace the
jumble sale: a type of indoor car boot sale.
Anyone wishing to hire a table for £10, contact
Karen on 0118 930 2622

Friends and family will enjoy this lively evening
starting at 7:30 pm. No previous experience
required! Put the date in your diary. Further
details in the next issue.

Sunday 29 March — 11 am to 3 pm

Sellers set up at 10 am. Doors open to buyers
from 11 am. Admission 20p.

Book club

Wednesday 1 April
Discussion over coffee or a glass of wine will
take place on 1 April when the book will be My
Cousin Rachel and the venue Walnut Tree
Cottage, Sulham.

Village hall management
committee annual general
meeting

Saturday 9 May

Plant sale

Saturday 16 May — 10 am to noon
Our annual sale from a selection supplied by a
local nursery. The sales commission goes to the
village hall funds.

Forthcoming events

If you have any suggestions for events at the
village hall, please contact Peter King on
0118 984 4213, Karen Fountaine on
0118 930 2622, or any other member of the
village hall committee.

Tuesday 21 April

The AGM will be held at 7:30 pm in the Village
Hall. Anyone interested in joining the
Committee is welcome to stay for the meeting
that follows. There are usually five meetings
held during the year and the level of
commitment from members is their own
choice. New volunteers are always
appreciated.
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Dates for your diary (continued)
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Parish matters
Parish plan
Environment group update
by John Haggarty
Come and help to tidy up our hedgerows and
verges. The Parish Plan Environment Group are
organising a big tidy up by the roadside along
Sulham Lane and Mill Lane on Saturday 21
March. For more info, see Dates for your diary.

Traffic group update
by Jim Hutchison
At a recent Meeting of the Village Plan Traffic
Group, the six high priority action plans were
considered.
It was decided to request a meeting with Mark
Edwards, Head of WBC Highways and
Transport Department. To this end a letter has
been sent to Mr Edwards requesting a meeting
early in March 2009.
It was also decided to enhance requests to
WBC for action which have already been
turned down, by producing evidence of
problems experienced throughout Sulham,
Tidmarsh and Maidenhatch. To obtain this
evidence, it was agreed to implement a
system of reporting, collating and presenting
incidents of traffic accidents, near misses and
hazards. A system is presently being worked on
which should be up and running by mid
March, 2009.

Poppy appeal
by John Harland

The amount collected in Tidmarsh was £261.87
and the box in The Greyhound raised £23.92.
The total for the Pangbourne area amounted
to £6,684.76. This was a great effort for this very
worthwhile cause and thank you to all those
who contributed.

Village hall news

The Village Hall Party on Saturday 24 January
went well with a fun quiz, compiled by Gill
Haggarty. Attendance was less than previous
years, possibly due to the date being a little
later in the month.
Every year the Village Hall Committee
arranges events and sales at the hall. Whilst
attempting to cater for all tastes and ages,
these events also provide a boost to our
fundraising for improvements to the hall.
Currently, there are plans to convert the
kitchen into a small meeting room. Details of
our forthcoming events can be found in Dates
for your diary.

Hiring the village hall
Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10
per hour. For information on availability and
booking, please contact Karen Fountaine on
0118 930 2622.

It was also agreed to run a traffic census at
points throughout the parishes where there are
heavy volumes of traffic and where Heavy
Goods Vehicles are causing problems on
routes designated as unsuitable for such
vehicles.
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Parish matters (continued)
100 Club

The remaining 100 Club Draws have taken place and the winning tickets were:
Month

Prize

Ticket Number Winner

January Draw

1st Prize £25

13

Sam Hayes, Sulham

2nd Prize £15

30

Mike Smith, Sulham

3rd Prize £10

28

Mike Fountaine, Sulham

1st Prize £50

76

Dave Cooper, Tidmarsh

2nd Prize £40

64

John Careless, Tidmarsh

3rd Prize £25

7

Caroline Dixon, Sulham

4th Prize £15

116

Ivy Coussens, Tidmarsh

3rd Prize £10

108

Ann Robertson, Tidmarsh

Bonus Draw

Local planning applications

Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh
and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning
applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire web site at:
http://ww2.westberks.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx
Application Ref.

Address

Proposal

08/02058/FULD

Eaglesfield
Tidmarsh

Change of use of existing stables, menage and hardstanding for
use as part of a commercial equestrian enterprise involving the
foaling and covering of horses and the training of young horses for
equestrian shows. Erection of mono-pitch storage building and
siting of temporary equestrian workers dwelling.

08/02290/HOUSE

Windbreak
Sulham Lane
Sulham
RG8 8EA

Replace existing 2 storey side extension, front entrance porch, rear
utility and rear double garage plus car port with a new 2 storey side
extension, new front entrance porch, new rear utility and new
double garage with room over.

08/02394/HOUSE

Blackbirds
Tidmarsh
RG8 8ES

Formation of 2 bedrooms in roof, 2 new dormers and 1 new velux,
2 new doors into bedroom. New conservatory.

Parish Magazine
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Parish matters (continued)
Pangbourne Parish Council flood group
by Kay Lacey, Pangbourne Parish Councillor

Quite a lot of work has been taking place over the past few months on the
Sulham Brook to improve the capacity and flow of water. Both the
Environment Agency and West Berkshire Council have been taking steps to try
and reduce the risk of future flooding in this area.
The vegetation has been cut back on the
Sulham Lane stretch of the Brook and in the
two ditches that run either side of the A329. This
is part of the routine maintenance programme
that is due twice a year. Additional work has
also been done to dig out the bed of the Brook
where it goes under the bridge and this has
been taken down a good 12" which will
increase the amount of water that can pass
under the bridge at any one time. The bank by
the side of the footpath has been cleared and
the vegetation removed to allow access so
that rubbish and weeds could be removed
from this stretch. Any high spots in the bed
were lowered at the same time and the
stream regraded. At the far end the bank has
been lowered to allow excess flood waters to
flow out in to the field.
The railway culvert has also been cleared of
rubbish and the bed dug out as far as possible.
Access here was not very easy and the
amount of debris that was removed was

frightening. Some of it is in the next picture.
Finally the area downstream of the railway
culvert has been cleared and a number of
redundant structures that were in the Sul have
been removed.
This pretty much completes the works planned
for the Sulham Brook although it is hoped that
the section from Broom Copse to the A329 can
also be de-silted at some stage.
One other idea that is still being considered is
the possibility of constructing a flood bund at
the back of Briar’s Close. However we need to
ensure that this does not cause the school
ditch to back flow into the other houses. West
Berkshire Council are still looking in to whether
there is an existing drain that runs under the
A329 or failing that the possibility of digging a
new one to carry the waters across to empty
into the Sulham Brook on the north side of the
bridge. As there are a number of mains
services that also run along under the A329,
this is likely to be extremely problematical. The
aim of all these works is to increase the
capacity of water that the Sulham Brook can
carry without coming out of its banks and to
improve the flow of water away downstream.
We are also looking at the Pang and are very
aware that the flooding of the Sulham Brook in
2007 was greatly exacerbated by large
volumes of water from the Pang. We are trying
to improve the flow of water down the Pang
and have been looking at the disused sluice in
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Parish matters (continued)

the Thames Water compound by Mill House to
see if this can be operated again. This would
allow more control of the waters in the Pang. It
is heavily silted up and this needs to be
removed first. It is then proposed to remove the
existing fish trap and replace this with a trash
screen similar to that at the end of school
ditch. The Environment Agency has had a
contractor look at the silt and unfortunately
there is too much weed in it for his suction
pump to handle, so we are now looking at
alternative methods. West Berkshire Council
have been given the go ahead by the
Environment Agency to remove the silt in the
river below and outside the Cross Keys but this
will not happen until the next financial year.
The BBOWT site also caused problems with
fallen trees last year and the Environment
Agency has been in touch to advise them of
their riparian responsibilities.

when you walk by and report them quickly to
the numbers below. Watch out for fly tipping
and report offenders — it may be your house
that suffers if the river floods. Inform your
children as to the risks involved if debris is
chucked in the streams — it is not only harmful
to the environment but can prevent the free
flow of water. If you’re a riparian owner (have
a garden that borders a river or brook), ensure
that fences are in good repair and that there is
nothing on the bank that could be washed or
fall in to the water and cause a blockage. Cut
back weeds as this causes silting up.
To sum up, although we can try and reduce
the risk of flooding, your best defence is to
register with Flood Warnings Direct. It is a free
service and will notify you if there is a flood
warning on the river near you. You may then
have a chance to prepare.
To report flooding and river blockages, call the
Environment Agency Incident Hotline on
0800 80 70 60 (24hrs). For river level information
and to register with the Flood Warnings Direct
service, call the Environment Agency Floodline
on 0845 988 1188. For information on our area,
press 1 followed by 171215 to get information
on The Thames at Pangbourne, Whitchurch
and Purley or 0112411 to get information on
The Pang and Sulham Brook.

Finally, we are working with a landowner of a
stretch further down towards the Thames to try
and ensure that overgrown vegetation that
poses a potential risk of blockage is cut back.
So, a lot has been done to try clear the rivers
and reduce the risk of flooding, but we do
need your help. Please keep an eye out for
potential blockages or problems in the rivers

Parish Magazine
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Parish matters (continued)
Moor Copse through the winter

by Andy Coulson-Phillips, Berkshire Reserves Manager (BBOWT)

It may seem like a quiet time over the winter in Moor Copse, and whilst it isn’t
green and lush and filled with bird song, there is a lot of wildlife to be seen in
the woods and meadows. As the cold weather finally eases up, signs of spring
will return to the landscape.
Another sign of animal life that can be seen on
the reserve at the end of winter, are the
“messy” trails of grass left by badgers. Most of
the winter they will be tucked up asleep
underground, but once we have a few milder
days they will take the opportunity to freshen
up their bedding, so they drag out the old stuff
and leave it strewn about near the sett
entrances or across paths.

Goldfinch

Birds are often easier to see in winter as they
flock together and their natural cover has
fallen off or died back. In the fields and around
the woodland edges you can see mixed flocks
of yellowhammers, linnets, green and
goldfinches — these birds are all small and
may appear fairly drab in the winter light, but if
you look through with binoculars you will see
yellows, reds and greens of the different
species.
Larger brown birds in with the flock may turn
out to be skylarks or corn buntings. Siskin and
redpolls are also about, but can be hard to
spot, tending to be high in the alders, picking
the seeds from the cones. A hedge with
hawthorn berries or rose hips is a good place to
see the winter thrushes, redwings and
fieldfares. Like the siskin, these birds come
south to avoid harsher weather in northern
Europe.
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We (BBOWT staff and the Friends of Moor
Copse Volunteer Group) have been working
over the winter to increase the opportunities
for wildlife to use the woods and meadows.

Badgers

The coppice block in Park Wood has been
finished and the majority of the coppice stools
protected from deer browsing. The purpose of
this type of woodland management was to
provide materials for building or crafts, but
nowadays we continue the practice because
of the benefits in terms of diversity that it gives.

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Parish matters (continued)
The open temporary glades are bathed in
sunlight allowing bluebells and primroses to
flourish, and these in turn support butterflies,
bees and beetles, some of which are now rare
as the practice of coppicing has dwindled.
We have also opened up some of the historic
rides in Moor Copse and Park Wood — the
objective here is slightly different in that we
want to create permanent grassy areas
through the woods which allow small
mammals, birds and insects routes to move
around. The profusion of wildlife in rides makes
them attractive places for owls, sparrowhawks
and foxes to hunt.

thick dense cover along the banks; it also
leads to erosion which puts more silt in the river
and this in turn damages the invertebrate and
fish populations.

Common blue damselfly

Finally, we are hoping to have a new set of
colourful interpretive signage erected very
soon, certainly in time for the increase in visitors
that accompanies spring, to make a visit to the
reserve more informative and rewarding.

Fox

Other works you may see happening this
spring are a small section of hedgelaying that
we hope to complete before the majority of
birds begin nesting. We will also install several
short sections of fencing alongside the Pang in
Hogmoor Copse. This is being done to protect
the river banks and the vegetation from
excessive damage. Recently there has been
trampling of the vegetation and physical
damage to the banks in places. Loss of
vegetation is detrimental to wildlife,
particularly the dragonfly and damselfly
populations and should water voles be in a
position to re-colonize the Pang they will need

Parish Magazine

Sparrowhawk

For further information about the reserve or
how to get involved with volunteering at Moor
Copse Nature Reserve, please visit our web site
at www.bbowt.org.uk.
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Children matter
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Children matter (continued)
Rainbows, guides and rangers
1st Basildon Rainbows
The Rainbows have had a busy start to the
term. We have spent a meeting making
Scoobies, a first for me and most of the
Rainbows! The Rainbows appeared to enjoy
the activity and went home proudly showing
off their finished articles to their parents. We
also had an evening to celebrate the Chinese
New Year. Future plans include pancake
making, making Valentine's cards and our
District Thinking Day, where all the local
Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units get
together to participate in international
activities and think about our founders.

1st Pangbourne Guides
The Guides have been spending time thinking
about their promises and completed a variety
of activities around this, before they renewed
their promise. The Guides have been building
on the patrol system and have started the year
with planning and organising their first evening
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within their small groups. The activities ranged
from putting up tents, tin can cooking and
fashion parades to making multi-coloured fairy
cakes. Plans for the rest of the term include
pizza making, a craft evening and a night hike.
We welcome Ella and Lisa to Guides this term.
We also congratulate Sarah, one of our
Guiders, who got married in January.

Pang Valley Rangers
We have had two meetings this year, the first
was to plan the term and the last meeting was
spent doing a dance routine. The rest of the
term includes a manicure evening, pancake
making and the Rangers' promise ceremony,
which will involve fish and chips from our local!

Want to know more
If you would like to find out more about any of
the above units, please contact Helen on
01635 48765.
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Restaurant review
The Royal Oak at Yattendon
by Richard Thomas

On Monday 9 February we went to The Royal Oak: restaurant food served in
the bar. To get a criticism out of the way, the chairs seemed calculated to put
us off our lunch, being very hard and coloured a revolting greeny yellow.
However, we were reassured by the new proprietors that they are to be
replaced as soon as possible to the same high standard we found with
everything else. Yes indeed, the meal was excellent and the staff most
efficient and friendly. A great improvement over recent times which really
weren’t at all bad, so if you haven’t been recently do give it a try: you will
surely not be disappointed.
Each course had a choice of three dishes. The
starters and mains both gave a choice of
meat, fish or vegetarian and each dish was
interesting and beautifully presented —
without the pretentious squiggles that one so
often encounters nowadays! I thoroughly
enjoyed my hot-seared smoked salmon with
horseradish cream and watercress salad,
followed by a pan-fried filet of sea bream with
chive crushed potatoes, buttered green
beans and a white wine sauce. All delicious:
how nice to find a chef who really knows how
to cook! Rosemary started with a pressed
terrine of ham hock, sauce gribiche (made
with finely chopped hard-boiled egg and
capers) and a baguette crisp. She then had
what was described as a wild mushroom
risotto with parmesan crisp. In fact the wild
mushroom turned out to be mixed fungi and
the parmesan crisp was a little soft. However,
the lack of crispness was the only criticism we
could make of four excellent dishes.
The dessert choice was of two sweets or
cheese. It was perhaps not sensible that both
sweets had citrus fruit accompaniments. With
my sweet tooth, I could have gone for vanilla
pannacotta with blood orange soup, but was
pleased to have the luscious chocolate and
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sponge terrine with pink grapefruit sorbet.
Rosemary had a good selection of four
excellent local cheeses accompanied by
several assorted biscuits, a stick of celery and
an unusual and delicious sweet chutney which
we thought was made of dried fruits. To finish
we both had an espresso. This too came up to
the same high standard: strong but with a
mellow taste and with a piece of home-made
pistachio fudge.
For weekday lunches the price is £15 for two
courses or £19 for three with home-made
bread included. Having each had a glass of
wine and coffee our bill came to £55.44
including the usual 10 percent service charge
and jolly good value it was. There really is no
need to go a la carte with such a good menu
du jour. If you can’t get there for a weekday
lunch, do look at their web site particularly if
you might like to go to one of their special
evenings such as a winter barbecue raising
funds for the air-ambulance.

The Royal Oak
The Square, Yattendon, RG18 0UG
Tel: 01635 201 325
www.royaloakyattendon.co.uk
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Gardening matters
This month in your garden
by Gillian Alderton

Late February/March is the time to prune late
flowering plants such as buddleias (right) and
late flowering clematis. After pruning give the
plants a feed to boost spring growth.
It is now time to look for poor drainage areas
on your lawn. Spike these areas with a garden
fork and brush sharp sand (not builder's sand)
into the holes. A lawn choked with moss should
be raked over now.
Start vegetable seeds off in a greenhouse or
on a windowsill. Plant early potatoes.
Don’t forget there will be a charity plant sale
on Saturday 14 March in Pangbourne Village
Hall where there will be potted bulbs which are
ideal for Mother’s Day gifts.
Buddleja davidii

Parish Magazine
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Out and about
Pangbourne Bowls Club needs you!
by Joy King, Social Secretary, Pangbourne Bowls Club

Whenever I write an article about Pangbourne Bowls Club, I no longer assume
that everyone in the area knows exactly where the bowls green is. For those
of you who are not aware, the club and pavilion is situated at the far end of
the recreation ground in Thames Avenue, Pangbourne next to the tennis
courts. The location is arguably one of the most idyllic in Berkshire.
The first important diary date for the new
season is the club “Open Day” on Saturday
18 April at 2pm. This day is for club members to
re-register with the club (and pay
subscriptions!) and also for anyone interested
in joining to come along, view our set up and
see if they might enjoy the game. Our club
coaches will be on hand to introduce you to
the sport and offer advice. If this date is not
suitable, however, then do please come along
to the green at any time during late April or
May when most days and evenings (weather
permitting) there will be either matches being
played or club members practicing to get
ready for the new season. Thursday evenings
are especially good as both of the club's
county coaches will be on hand for guidance
or assistance. Coaching sessions are available
for all (cost refundable through club
membership).
Bowls is no longer a game designed just for the
older generation! For sure it is a sport that can
be played well into later age, but you only
have to watch the game on TV to see it is
played now by a large number of younger
players. At Pangbourne we too are looking for
some younger players, but all ages are
welcome.

would like to participate in some competitive
matches, then do please turn up at the green
some time and introduce yourself to any club
member who I am sure will “point you in the
right direction”.
However, everyone who has not played bowls
before will be made equally welcome.
Playing bowls can take as little or as much of
your time as you want — from a club afternoon
practice game once a week to playing in
local friendly and league games; and club
competitions, most afternoons and evenings in
the summer. There is also a thriving social life at
the club: bowls holidays, social and quiz
evenings, an annual winter social event,
skittles evenings, canal trips — we even got
together to make the popular ‘Shrek’ for the
Pangbourne Scarecrow Trail!
For more information, look at our web site at
www.pangbournebowls.co.uk or phone me
(Joy King, CherryTrees, Manor Farm Lane,
0118 984 4213).
I look forward to seeing some Tidmarsh and
Sulham faces on the green this summer!

As a bowls club we are always interested in
improving the overall quality of the playing
membership so if you are already a player, or
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Out and about (continued)
Goring Gap Boat Club
by Jenny Pond

The Goring Gap Boat Club was founded in 1991 by a group of friends, to
provide an opportunity for local people to enjoy recreational rowing.
From its early years within a small boathouse at
the Thames Bank Nursing Home in Goring, it
has evolved into a highly successful club with
over 120 active members. Now based at the
Oratory School Boathouse at Whitchurch, it
holds a niche position in the local rowing
scene; a club dedicated to encouraging
people of all ages and abilities to row and
punt.

fancy taking to the water alone — a capsize
and swim test is mandatory for this! New for
2009 is the Row2Win course. This intensive 12
week course aims to give participants a taste
of crew rowing and training, culminating in a
head race against the best crews in the
district.
Social events are also an important part of the
club's calendar. During 2008 there were trips,
touring weekends, BBQs, fun rows and the
annual dinner dance at the Swan Hotel.
Anyone who would like to try rowing at any
level can find out more about this friendly and
inclusive club by looking at the website
www.goringgapbc.org.uk where there are full
details of the new Committee, club activities,
how to join and who to contact.

Rowers enjoying an outing in ‘Snuffy’, a tub pair

There is no pressure to compete or train, just
turn up and enjoy the river, or take the sport a
little more seriously and form a crew to train
and compete. We like to think of the club as
offering diverse opportunities, something for all
recreational rowers, with the highlight of the
year being the Goring and Streatley Regatta,
this year taking place on Saturday 18 July.

Sculling on a summers evening

If you are interested in trying rowing, the
Learn2Row courses are a great way to get to
grips with the basics but, be warned, they are
very popular so early booking is a must. We
also have a Learn2Scull course for those who

Parish Magazine
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Out and about (continued)
Have you ever wondered how far you can go by rail from
Pangbourne?
by Valerie Worsley of Tidmarsh

www.seat61.com told us you can go all the way to Singapore except for two
short stretches between Saigon and Phnom Penh and a few miles at the
Cambodian/Thai border.
When our son was to be married in New
Zealand in 2006 Brian and I decided to try to
get to Bangkok by rail. So, on the morning of
18 April, Mary Rollinson took us to Pangbourne
station and we set off via Waterloo and
Brussels to Köln for the overnight sleeper to
Warsaw.
Our plan after a day sightseeing was to
continue by train to Moscow. Unfortunately
the taxi driver took us to the wrong terminus
and by the time we had found that out our
train had left. As we were being met by friends
in Moscow we had to catch a plane to get
there in time. Three days in Moscow were
followed by three days on the train to Irkutsk
near Lake Baikal. We spent three days in a
remote log cabin on the shores of Lake Baikal
which was still completely frozen making
walking along the shore a lot flatter!
Back to the train for two days including nine
hours at the border and we reached Ulan
Bator in Mongolia. I realised a long-time dream
when we went yak trekking for five days
staying in a ger/yurt. They are very warm — a
good thing as it snowed.
You can’t book tickets in advance on the
weekly trans-Mongolian express from Moscow
to Beijing. If nobody gets off at Ulan Bator
nobody gets on! And so we found ourselves in
the air again — to Beijing. After a few days
there we entrained to Xian to see the
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Terracotta army and on to Guilin on the Li
River. The stretch from there to Yangshuo is a
familiar sight to those with Windows Vista — it’s
the lovely wallpaper with karst mountains and
the river.
Another night on the train brought us to Hanoi.
From there we had three days on a junk in
Halong Bay famous for its hundreds of
spectacular limestone islands. The
Reunification Express (average speed
30 mph!) sped us from Hanoi to Saigon. This
brought us to our first scheduled break — a
leisurely journey up the Mekong to Phnom
Penh. A visit to the infamous Killing Fields
reminded us how depraved humans can get.
As we wanted to visit Angkor Wat we forsook
the train to the Thai border and got a taxi (200
miles for US$60) to Siem Reap. We stood where
Angelina Jolie was filmed in Tomb Raider and
saw many other memorable sites.
A taxi to the Thai border, a frantic tuctuc
(motorbike taxi) ride from there to the station,
and we were on a nice leisurely seven hour
journey on the train to Bangkok. We didn’t
continue to Singapore as round-the-world
airline tickets are much cheaper in Bangkok.
After flying round the world we ended up in
Bangkok again — but that was a year later
and another story.
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In days gone by
Winter blues
by John Haggarty

As we struggle through the past few weeks of snow, frost and then rain, I
thought it may be interesting to look back to the winter of 1962-63 which was
the coldest since records began.
Salting the roads proved ineffective because it
was so cold, and frozen canals spelt the final
death knell for freight carried on waterways.
Diesel engine trains suffered fuel problems and
the steam locomotives used as replacements
struggled with frozen water and coal supplies.

A van and double-decker bus marooned in snow

The statistics show some amazing facts and
there was a serious thought that a new ice age
might be on the cards. The freeze started
towards the end of December 1962 and by
Boxing Day thick snow swamped much of
England. It had the longest run of snow
covering the lowlands on record — a total of
67 days in England. Many people did not see
their streets clear of snow until early March.
In early January a blizzard tore through the
south of England and Wales with snowfalls that
changed the landscape out of all recognition.
In Dorset two double-decker buses were
buried up to their rooftops. By mid February ice
extended along the north Kent coast for seven
miles.
Conditions in the uplands were ferocious. On
20 January at Fylingdales early warning station
on the North York moors, stranded workers
were trapped for several days and the RAF
rescued them by helicopter in one of the
biggest airlifts ever to take place in Britain.
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Watercress Line

Hundreds of London buses were put out of
action as their fuel froze and on the 22 January
a car drove across the frozen Thames at
Oxford. Almost the entire length of the nontidal Thames was frozen over.

Walking on the frozen River Thames in Windsor
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In days gone by (continued)
Some 49 people died outdoors of the cold —
many trapped in cars in blizzards. Two groups
of climbers were killed by avalanches on
moorlands in Lancashire.
As the winter continued,
food supplies ran low as
the price of fresh food
rose by 30 per cent.
Millions of milk bottles
disappeared smashed
open by the frost. Ports
all over the country
completely froze and in
East Anglia explosives
were used to release trapped ships. The
football season ground to a halt and on the
2 March, Halifax Town FC opened their
football ground to the public for ice-skating.
Power supplies were stretched and the UK
relied for a large part on electric storage
heaters, in the years before North Sea gas
came on stream. As a consequence the
electrical supply industry made a huge

investment in the following years, far more
than was needed, with extra capacity that
was not needed for another 20 years.

St Andrews Road, Henley

As spring came, the thaw started and flooding
was a problem, particularly in the southwest.
Global warming was unheard of outside
academic circles and, instead, there was a
belief that the planet was heading for a new
ice age.

"And you tell kids today and they just do not believe you!"

20

Tidmarsh with Sulham

In days gone by (continued)
Sulham and Tidmarsh in World War II — Early memories
from Jean Harland

As a child growing up in the late 1930s in the small village of Sulham life was
very idyllic; we were still free to wander in the meadows and woodlands with
no fear of being frightened by strangers.
We hardly ever saw many people apart from
our neighbours and tradesmen. We were,
however, aware that something was about to
happen from the concerned look on the faces
of most villagers and, of course, our parents.
The only communication then was either by
newspaper or our ancient radio. Television was
way in the future so we had to rely on what
little could be had and I do remember there
was talk that another war could be possible
and many said this would be very different
from the Great War.
All this began before 1939. Many of the local
men (both my Grandfather and Father were in
the army in France) had served in WWI so it
must have been a very worrying time. And so
those of us from that era will remember
gathering round the old radio on September 3,
1939 to hear the Prime Minister announce we
were at War with Germany.
In the four months leading up to Christmas,
1939 life went on much as usual as many
thought it would be all over by that Christmas.
Although a big evacuation programme
began for the children from London and other
large cities, we in Sulham did not have any in
those first few months; this was to happen later
in 1940.

wherever we went we had to carry them in a
little cardboard box on our backs. If you
wanted to be a bit more up market you could
purchase a smarter version covered in a
waterproof material, but not for us, too
expensive.
As this area was deemed to be one of the lines
of defence should there be an invasion, so
began the building of the many pillboxes we
see today on farmland surrounding the two
villages.
Also, from Pangbourne through Tidmarsh and
on out to Theale, there was a deep wide ditch,
rather like a moat, called a tank trap and
where it crossed the road by Moor Copse a
bridge had to be built. And, on Mill Lane were
three large concrete blocks which were
referred to as Dragons Teeth and there they
remain to this day. To us youngsters it all
seemed exciting, so many strange things
happening so quickly after the peaceful life
we had been used to but I’m sure the older
villagers didn’t find it so.
However in 1940 all that was to change with
rationing, air raids, evacuees and young men
called up to fight for their country, with still the
threat of an invasion.
More in the next issue...

So the first indication of war was that everyone
had to go along to the village school to collect
our gas masks. I well remember what horrible
smelly objects they were and, of course,
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Church matters
St Nicholas church
Carol singing and Christmas services
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Sulham carol singing and attended the
Christmas services at St Nicholas.
This year the carol singing collection totalled
£130 which has been donated to the Duchess
of Kent House Hospice. The Christingle service
raised £89 for The Children's Society and the
Christmas day service collection for the CIRDIC

drop-in centre for the homeless in Reading
raised £106.

Family service
St Nicholas has a family service on the third
Sunday of each month at 10.30. This easy to
follow informal service lasts for 35-45 minutes.
All ages are welcome from babies to grannies
and grandads. The service is always followed
by refreshments and time to chat.

Friends of St Laurence

The church has stood in Tidmarsh for nearly 1,000 years and has a special
place in the social, religious and historic heritage of the village.
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) as
representatives of the small regular
congregation is charged with the routine
upkeep and maintenance of the church
fabric. They are able to do this partly through
the support of the local community at events
such as the annual fete. However this is not
enough to ensure the preservation and
enhancement of the historic building for future
generations. To help address this gap the
Friends of St Laurence were formed in 1998
with the aim of supporting the PCC in
maintaining and improving the fabric of the
building as an historic building for the benefit
of this and future generations.
The Friends raise funds through annual
subscription and fund raising events, typically
a summer concert and an autumn talk. These
events, held in the church, are usually free with
a retiring collection. The funds raised by the
Friends are not used to pay the day-to-day
running expenses of the church. The
committee of the Friends is a secular group
that decides, in consultation with
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representatives of the PCC, how the funds
raised should be spent.
Over the last few years the Friends have
funded the following projects:
• The restoration of the mediaeval wall
paintings.
• The repair and cleaning of the unique floor
tiles.
• The repair of the roadside flint wall.
• The repair of the west stained glass window
which was damaged more than 30 years
ago.
• Replacement of the rusted window guards.
• Treatment of the east wall of the church
which was suffering from damp.
• Repair of the guttering over the east wall.
These have been quite major undertakings
costing in total about £18,500 and the Friends’
funds are now seriously depleted.
Membership of the Friends is by annual
subscription. Subscription of £25 per year for a
minimum of four years earns a certificate of
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Church matters (continued)
membership signed by the Bishop of Reading
who is the patron of the Friends of St Laurence.
A single donation of over £250 will earn a
Benefactor certificate signed by the Bishop. Of
course, the Friends will be extremely grateful
for any donation. If you would like to become
a member and make a regular donation to
help to preserve this historic building for the
future, please complete the form on our web

site at http://www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk/
church.htm (or call Jon Chishick on
0118 984 3666 for a copy) and return it to Jon
Chishick at Conyers Green, Tidmarsh, RG8 8ES.
If you are a taxpayer, please also complete
the Gift Aid section so that we can recover an
extra 25p from the taxman for every £1 that
you donate.

Church of England services
Date

St James the Less
St Laurence
St Nicholas
Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne Tidmarsh Road, Tidmarsh Sulham Hill, Sulham

Sun 1 Mar
First Sunday
of Lent

07:45
09:30
10:30
18:00

Holy communion
Family service
Sung communion
Choral evensong

Wed 4 Mar

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 6 Mar

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 8 Mar
07:45 Holy communion
Second Sunday 09:30 Family communion
of Lent
11:00 Mattins
18:00 Evening service
Wed 11 Mar

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 13 Mar

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 15 Mar
Third Sunday
of Lent

07:45 Holy communion
09:30 Family service
10:30 Sung communion

Wed 18 Mar

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 20 Mar

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 22 Mar
Fourth Sunday
of Lent

07:45 Holy communion
10:00 Family communion

Wed 25 Mar

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 27 Mar

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 29 Mar
Fifth Sunday
of Lent

07:45 Holy communion

Wed 1 Apr

10:00 Midweek communion
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10:30 Family service

10:30 Family communion

10:30 Family service

18:00 Evensong

10:30 United parish
communion
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Church matters (continued)
Date

St James the Less
St Laurence
St Nicholas
Pangbourne Hill, Pangbourne Tidmarsh Road, Tidmarsh Sulham Hill, Sulham

Fri 3 Apr

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 5 Apr
Palm Sunday

07:45
09:30
10:30
18:00

Wed 8 Apr

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 10 Apr
Good Friday

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 12 Apr
Easter Day

07:45
09:30
11:00
18:00

Wed 15 Apr

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 17 Apr

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Holy communion
Family service
Sung communion
Choral evensong

Holy communion
Family communion
Mattins
Evening service

Sun 19 Apr
07:45 Holy communion
Second Sunday 09:30 Family service
of Easter
10:30 Sung communion
Wed 22 Apr

10:00 Midweek communion

Fri 24 Apr

10:00 Noah’s ark*

Sun 26 Apr
Third Sunday
of Easter

07:45 Holy communion
10:00 Family communion

Wed 29 Apr

10:00 Midweek communion

10:30 Family service

10:30 Easter family
communion

10:30 Family service

18:00 Evensong

* Noah’s ark takes place each Friday morning in the term time at St James the Less in Pangbourne.
It’s very popular with 0-5 year olds and their parents. Two leaders are supported by six or seven
helpers. There is a short, informal service aimed at the very young followed by playtime and craft
activities. Drinks and biscuits are served during which time there is much chat and social
interaction. Everyone is very welcome.

Roman Catholic Church

Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road,
Pangbourne which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and
Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by arrangement.
For more information, please contact Father Benedict at Douai Abbey on
0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Classifieds
Advertise your unwanted goods here — it’s free for local residents!
Simply e-mail your ad to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
I have the following items for sale due to lack of space!
• Late Victorian, pine 3 drawer chest with
brass drop handles - size 3'4"wide by 18"
deep. £200.
• Solid wood curved pedestal desk with
cupboards and drawers - 59" wide by 26"
deep - would look good 'stand alone' - a
really nice piece! £250.
• Edwardian Oak console table with 2
drawers - 4'6" wide x 18" deep - £100.00
• Pine chest of drawers, painted cream, size
3'6 wide by 18" deep. £45.
• Old pine chest of drawers, 4 drawers, in
need of renovation, 38" x 20". offers around
£45.
• Mahogany-coloured wood, 2 seater sofa
with adjustable back and 4 cream fabric
cushions - really nice piece of furniture (cost
£850 new) - offers around £200.
• 3 drawer ‘Punchline’ metal filing cabinet brown/beige. £10.

• Childs bicycle - Reflex Y frame 12" wheels suit 4-6 years. £15.
• McCulloch MAC320BV Leaf Blower and
Vacuum. £48.
• Lawn Aerator - 'Tudor' - £20.
• 2 off 5 foot canvas air beds - £5 each.
• Selection of framed prints - several limited
edition prints by Col Harwood-Eve and a
Sturgeon print of Henley bridge, etc.
• STOMPA ‘Rondo’ cabin bed in siennacream – dimensions, height 120cm, length
209 cm, depth (including ladder) 128cm.
Has 4 drawer chest and 2 door cupboard
which fits underneath (we no longer have
the desk extension part). This is a really
space-efficient bed which comes with a
mattress but, as the bed is now 5+ years old,
you may want to purchase new. £150 (cost
£799 new).

Please call Jenny on 07747 775 900 to view any of the above items.

Parish Magazine

25

Advertisement feature
The Orchard Clinic
The Orchard Clinic, founded by Osteopath Kelley Waters is a wellestablished centre offering Osteopathy and Cranial Osteopathy
alongside Remedial & Sports Massage, Counselling,
Psychotherapy and NLP, Yoga, Reflexology, Podiatry and
Chiropody.
The Clinic's well-equipped and
relaxing consulting rooms are a
haven of peace and tranquility. Safe,
easy parking is available within its
own private grounds. The Orchard
Clinic successfully combines a ‘family
feel’ with total professionalism. The
team's experienced, friendly
practitioners are registered with their
own professional bodies and
committed to providing the very best
care for each client.
We would like to offer readers of the Tidmarsh
with Sulham parish magazine an introduction
into our various therapies with some general
information which you will hopefully find
informative and interesting. Starting this issue
with:

What is the difference between podiatry
and chiropody?
In 1993 the more internationally recognised
podiatry became the new name for
chiropody. Podiatry is also slightly more
appropriate as podiatry means foot physician
while chiropody refers to both feet and hands.
This reflects how much the profession has
evolved over the past 30 years. Chiropodists
traditionally saw mainly elderly people
providing a cut and come again service for
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corns, nails and callus. Podiatrists see all ages,
including children, diagnosing and treating a
greater scope of foot and lower limb
problems, often preventing them recurring.

What’s so exciting about podiatry? What
are biomechanics and orthoses?
A combination of the introduction of the BSc
degree in Podiatry, specialist post graduate
education, modern technology and the
clinical hands on experience of podiatrists, has
enabled the profession to understand better
how the foot and lower limb function —
biomechanics. The science of biomechanics is
now being applied to prescribe orthoses which
are custom-made insoles for shoes specifically
designed to improve foot function. New
materials such as carbon fibre (used in Formula
One racing) has also meant prescriptions are
more accurate and effective; gone are the
days of bulky arch supports in orthopedic
shoes! For more information on orthoses, check
out www.rxlabs.com.

Where is podiatry heading?
In the future anyone with a lower limb or back
problem that is being caused by mechanical
overuse will see a podiatrist. At the Orchard
Clinic we have had a podiatrist working closely
with the team of osteopaths and massage
therapists for over 6 years. What has become
very apparent is how much patients benefit
from a team approach.
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Advertisement feature (continued)
Lastly a word of warning! At The Orchard Clinic
many new patients have been coming in with
problems having been given orthoses
elsewhere; this has generally been due to
existing, underlying back problems having not
been dealt with first. They were given orthoses,
often at great expense, from someone who
was not fully qualified.

If you wish to know more about the problems
you may have and whether a podiatrist can
help you or confirm whether your foot
specialist is qualified, check out the society
website on www.feetforlife.org or contact Mel
Greenaway at The Orchard Clinic on 01491
672332.

Next issue we will be covering osteopathy and cranial osteopathy for adults
and children.
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Advertisements
Please support our advertisers and, when you contact them, mention that you
saw their advert in the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine.
If you would like to advertise here, please call Jenny Cope on 0118 984 3644 or send
an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
Prices for one year:
Full page advert - £100
Half page advert - £60
Quarter page advert - £35

Prices for six months:
Full page advert - £50
Half page advert - £30
Quarter page advert - £17.50

We can design your advertisement for you for an additional, one-off fee of £10!
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Useful contacts
Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew Street, Newbury.... 01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ... 0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president)..... 0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury ................. 0118 984 2928
Church wardens
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard......................... 0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard.............................. 0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Deanery synod representatives
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051
Ian Busby ....................................... 0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn...................................... 0118 984 2129
To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon ................................... 01491 671 440
Graham Beckett........................... 0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby .................................. 0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn....................................... 0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe............................ 0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner .......................................................
Tidmarsh representatives
Colin Limb...................................... 0118 984 2635
Susan Worthington ....................... 0118 984 2937
Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty ................................. 0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Anne Bolam .................................. 0118 942 1020
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Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Martin Salter (Labour) .................. 0118 954 6782
Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280
Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................ 07766 692 235
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson.............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194

Libraries

Pangbourne.................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne . 0118 984 2234
NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury).... 01635 42400

Parish magazine committee

Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3644
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Margaret Truscott ......................... 0118 984 4194
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Useful contacts (continued)
Police

Emergencies ................................................... 999
All non-emergencies................... 0845 8 505 505

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50
Bus travel
Reading Buses ............................... 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses .............................. 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988
Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

Scouts and girl guides

Beavers, Simon Pickett................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock.............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee

Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Karen Fountaine (bookings) ....... 0118 930 2622

West Berkshire District
Council

Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ...................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but
the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason. The editor
accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.
Please e-mail any items for the next edition of magazine to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com
by 15 April at the latest.
Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine,
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that
may occur.
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