
 

Tidmarsh with Sulham 
Parish Magazine 

M
ar

ch
/A

pr
il 

20
11

 –
 5

0p
 



2 Tidmarsh with Sulham 

Secondly, a big thank you to all of you who 
have sent in subscription donations and to 
our advertisers who have agreed to 
advertise with us for another year.  We really 
value your support.   On the subject of 
financial support,   I had a lovely letter from 
the Parish Council thanking us for producing 
the magazine and offering financial support 
to ensure we can continue with it in the 
future.  This is a huge relief because, as we 
mentioned in the last issue, we only receive 
subscription donations from a small 
proportion of village households.  I refer to 
the subscription as a ‘donation’ as we 
always want to deliver the magazine to 
every household irrespective of whether 
that household pays.  The Parish Council see 
the magazine as a vital communication tool 
and we would not want to restrict its 
circulation.  The support of the Parish 
Council was therefore very gratefully 
received.   If you have not done so already, 
please send in your ‘donation’ or set up a 
standing order. 

I am sure I am not the only one who can’t 
wait for Spring to arrive – the snowdrops are 
out, daffodils and forsythia are not far 
behind and buds are appearing 
everywhere!  Soon be time to get out the 
lawn mower…..! 

As always, please continue to send in your 
news, views  and articles.  It is these 
contributions which really make this a 
village publication and make it so 
readable! 

You will see that the magazine this month 
features a theme of burglaries in the 
villages.  When these people target our 
church and village hall it is most upsetting 
as neither can afford the cost and 
inconvenience of putting  these act s of 
vandalism right.  We were also the target of 
burglary here at Mill Corner Farm just before 
Christmas and have now reluctantly had to 
resort to installing alarms in both the house 
and all the outbuildings and CCTV cameras 
which record 24 hours a day.  We never 
expected to have to do this but having 
been burgled four times now, there really 
was no option.  Please do read the article 
by the local police and follow their advice – 
you don’t want it to be you next! 

 

Jenny Cope 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

or 0774 777 5900 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to the March/April issue of the magazine!   

Firstly a HUGE thank you to Alan Maskell who has taken over the labour-
intensive task of settling out all the articles, information and advertisements 
which appear in the magazine.  I am sure you will agree that he has done a 
superb job and I, for one, really appreciate the many hours he has spent 
adapting the software to provide the printers with artwork that they are 
happy with. 
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Dates for your diary 
Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 
The Village Walk takes place on the first 
Friday of each month. Meet outside the 
Village Hall at 9.30 for a walk across fields 
and woodland lasting 1-1.5 hours. 

Sturdy foot wear is advised. The walks are 
not too strenuous and all age groups are 
welcome. Walks end at the Village Hall in 
time to join in with the Village Coffee 
morning. 

This is great opportunity to meet up with 
old friends and neighbours or meet new 
ones and catch up with Village news. 

For more details contact Gillian on 
0118 984 2729. 

Coffee morning 
On the first Friday of each month... 
The Village Hall coffee mornings take 
place from 11 am to noon on the first 
Friday of the month. Do come along for a 
chat. There’s a village walk that takes 
place prior to this, weather permitting (see 
above). 

Hall of sound 
On the last Friday of each month... 
...there is a music evening held in 
Pangbourne Village Hall. The music is 
performed by an ever-changing line up of 
talented singers and musicians of all ages 
and is always very varied. Bring your own 
drinks and have a really enjoyable 
evening not too far from home! All ages 
are welcome. For more information, or if 
you would like to take part in future events, 
go to www.hallofsound.co.uk. 

 

 

 

Book club reviews 
Thursday 3 March 
Please come along if you are interested in 
reading. New members are welcome to 
join in and discussion is very informal. We 
will be discussing Ladder of Years by Anne 
Tyler. Details of the location and time are 
available from Alison Boyland on 
0118 984 5202 and Gillian Alderton on 
0118 984 2729. 

Village bike rides 
 Friday 11 March 
There will be a lunchtime bike ride, 
meeting outside Sulham Church on Friday 
March the 11th at 12.00. It will be a gentle 
ride suitable for those who haven’t ridden 
for a while riding on mostly off road paths 
to a pub for lunch then home again. For 
more info contact Gillian on 9842729. 

Skittles night 
Saturday 12 March 
Friends and family will enjoy this lively 
evening at Tidmarsh Village Hall. For 
details, see page 4. 

Village Play equipment 
13 March, 11.30 
The play equipment stored on The Green is 
there for all villagers to enjoy. There will be 
a come and try it morning on Sunday 13th 
of March at 11.30. 

Village Fete 6 August 
The Sulham and Tidmarsh Fete will be held 
on August the 6th in the gardens of Sulham 
House by kind permission of the Scutt 
family. Keep the date free, tell your friends 
and remember it is never too early to 
volunteer to help or to suggest new ideas. 
Contact Gillian 9842729 or Gill 9844122. 

 

http://www.hallofsound.co.uk/


4 Tidmarsh with Sulham 

Dates for your diary (continued) 
 

Skittles Night 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Saturday 12th March 
Doors open 7.30pm for 8pm start 

Tickets At The Door 
Adults £5.00 

Children £2.50 
Available from Peter and Joy King 

on 0118 9844213 or email at king@f2s.com 

Includes Ploughman’s Supper. 
Please bring your own alcoholic and soft drinks 

...and your own glasses. 

There will be a raffle. 

Please join us for a night of family fun. 

 

mailto:king@f2s.com
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Village Hall News 
 

by Ann Robertson  

During the night of Thursday 27th January the hall was broken into. 
Although, there did not appear to be anything stolen, the damage 
caused to doors and locks is costly and inconvenient. While this is 
covered by insurance it still requires an excess to be paid by the hall.  
The Skittles Night on Saturday 12th March will be a fun evening for friends and family. 
We hire a skittles alley, supply a Ploughman’s Supper, and all you have to do is turn up 
with your own drinks and have a go at bowling. The previously advertised ticket prices 
have been reduced. See advert and dates for your diary section.  

The Village Hall Management Committee AGM takes place on Wednesday 20th April 
at 7.30pm in the hall. Everyone is welcome to attend and we hope that potential new 
members will join us. We are in great need of a Treasurer, as the current Chairman has 
been performing both roles. If you would like to know more then please contact Peter 
King on 0118 984 4213, or email king@f2s.com, or just come along to the AGM.  

We will be holding the annual plant sale at the hall on Saturday 7th May from 10am. 
Call in and browse at the selection of bedding plants and shrubs supplied by a local 
nursery. The hall benefits from the commission earned on the sale.  

 

Hiring the village hall (please note change of phone number) 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire for £10 per hour. 

For information on availability and booking, please contact Denise Randell on 0118 326 
6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
Chairs for Sale  
Tidmarsh Village Hall is offering for sale 24 Metal framed chairs 
with pink cushioned seats and backrests.   

Price £2 each. Available for single or multiple sale. 

These are used chairs that are still in good condition. 

Contact Peter King on 0118 984 4213 or email king@f2s.com 

 

mailto:tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com
mailto:king@f2s.com
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Break in at St Lawrence 
At the end of January, it was discovered that the Church had suffered 
damage from a break-in attempt, to discover if in the vestry any cash 
or valuables could be taken. 
Two leaded glass windows were broken, 
one of them a small stained glass window 
in the vestry, the other a large plain glass 
window into the main church building to 
the right of the porch entranceway. The 
heavy oak door into the vestry had its iron 
catch broken and it had been forced 
open by splitting the door surround. There 
was no cash or valuables taken, as 
nothing was left unsecure inside, but the 
cupboard drawers and all contents had 
been searched through and emptied all 
over the floor. It was a shock to see the  

mindless damage caused, and to 
comprehend how this can be done 
without feeling against one of our two 
community buildings in Tidmarsh, our 
ancient little church, which dates from 
the 12th Century. 

Thanks to several people the immediate 
clear up has taken place, and specialist 
repairers will begin work soon to return our 
church to its normal fine state of repair. 

John Butler  

St Nicholas 
 

Family services are held on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 11.00. 
There will be a service of prayers on Easter Sunday at 15.00. 
New gravel will be laid on the paths on Sunday April 10th at 14.00, 
come along with a rake and help if you can. 

Flower rota 
It is lovely to have fresh flowers in church but sadly the number of volunteers bringing 
flowers and making arrangements for Sulham Church has dwindled over the past year, 
leaving very few people to keep the church looking beautiful for the many visitors that 
come. Arrangements do not have to be grand or complicated and you do not have 
to be a florist or a churchgoer to join. If you feel you could contribute one or two 
arrangements this year please contact Joyce Ayerst who co-ordinates the flower rota. 

Film footage of times past in Sulham, Tidmarsh and Pangbourne 
The three churches have been offered some DVD’s of old film footage of the local 
area. These DVD’s are offered to local residents for a donation of £5 or more. The 
money raised will go into much needed funds to help maintain the three churches in 
the parish. Please contact the church office if you would like to purchase a copy. The 
number of copies is limited. 
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Local planning applications 
 
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the 
Tidmarsh and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these 
planning applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire 
Council web site at: 
http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx  
 
Application Ref. Address Proposal 

11/00096/HOUSE  16 Strachey Close 
Tidmarsh 
RG8 8EP 

Single and two storey extensions to rear 
elevation; associated alterations to 
fenestration and existing chimney stack. 

10/03097/LBC Sunny Brook 
Tidmarsh 
RG8 8ER 

External and internal refurbishment/alteration 
to Sunnybrook to include re-roofing, new 
windows and doors, refurbishment/ 
replacement to floor tiles. 

10/03165/HOUSE 1 The Street 
Tidmarsh 
RG8 8ES 

Proposed rear two storey extension including 
pitched roof dormer. 

 

 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx
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Table Tennis Club 
The Table Tennis Club are holding a Jumble 
Sale at Tidmarsh Village Hall on Saturday 
March 19th at 2.0pm 

   All contributions welcome 

They are also holding a Race Night at the 
Tidmarsh Village Hall on Friday March 25th at 
7-30pm. Tickets £6.00. 

  Please bring a bottle & glasses.  Buffet food is 
provided. Anyone wishing to attend please 
contact John Harland on  9842736      

Tidmarsh Poppy Appeal 2010 
The collection from the village amounted to £326.03 and from the 
Greyhound  £32.75.  
The total for Pangbourne area was £7,877.18, a record on all three counts.  
Thank you for supporting this very worthwhile cause. 
John Harland 

  
Jazz Evening 
An evening of jazz in the Rectory Garden, St James Close, May 1st  
Includes a four course meal and a welcome drink.   See advert page 7 

Tidmarsh & Sulham Summer Supper 
Friday 24th June   Full particulars in next issue 

A recent village 
walk 
A healthy looking bunch! 
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PANGBOURNE COMMUNITY LUNCH 
 
MONDAY 21st MARCH 12.30-2.00pm  PANGBOURNE VILLAGE HALL 
 Please encourage anyone living or working in Pangbourne and surrounding 
communities to come along. 
  
Pangbourne & District have invited three interesting speakers to our March 
lunch. 
     Linda Clark runs the Duke of Edinburgh (D of E)  Award Scheme and is 
coming to share information on The Internet Connectivity Project. Come 
and hear what it is about and how Pangbourne could get involved. 
     Simon Jackson has been running the successful Purley Youth Club for 
several years and is coming to share his experiences. 
    Colin Williams who runs Pangbourne’s regular musical Hall of Sound is 
coming to inspire us all. 
  

Information on new funding for community groups will also be 
available. 
  

If you would like a ploughmans lunch (cost £2.50) please contact 
June Hughes on 0118 9841346 before 16thMarch 2011 or 
email:june@pangbourne-on-thames.com 
 

mailto:june@pangbourne-on-thames.com
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Goring Gap Boat Club 
Goring Gap Boat Club News 
A dozen enthusiastic club members have recently started a Row2Win 
course on the River Thames at the club's base between Pangbourne 
and Mapledurham. Thiscourse is an opportunity for members who wish 
to develop their rowing skills to experience expert coaching and take 
their rowing to the next level. 
 

This year the course participants have the 
opportunity to use the newly acquired 8 
seat octuple scull (pictured) for the course 
- a super fast boat and great fun to row. It's 
also an excellent way to learn the sculling 
stroke ..... without fear of an early bath. 

An experienced coaching team works with 
the crews to improve fitness and technique 
over an intensive 10 session programme. 
Each session has a specific objective 
backed up with a variety of learning 
methods including a handbook, video 
analysis, training on the ergos, group 
discussion and experience in the rowing 
tank. 

This is just one of a regular programme of 
events and activities for club members. 
Other events lined up for the coming 
months include a Learn2Row course a 
Learn2Scull course, a touring weekend on 
the River Thames and the ever popular 
Goring and Streatley Regatta, which this 
year will take place on Saturday 16th July 
with a theme of Wind in the Willows. 

Further details can be found at 
www.goringgapbc.org.uk/Regatta.htm  

The club is interested in hearing from 
anyone who might like to exhibit or provide 
a themed activity based on the Wind in 
the Willows. 

 

Local companies may be interested in our 
corporate events which are very popular 
and provide an opportunity for a fun team 
building event in a lovely environment on 
the River Thames. For more information 
please go to:                    
http://www.goringgapbc.org.uk/Corporat
e_Rowing.htm 
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Pangbourne Heritage Group  
 

The year 2010 ended with an interesting talk by Rosie Nurick on the subject of Health and 
Disease and how to read death certificates from Victorian times. She had visited the 
Wellcome museum in London and the Royal Berkshire Hospital collection preparatory to 
her talk, and showed examples of family death certificates and data for various illnesses. 
She recommended use of a specialist dictionary (which I have since seen advertised) for 
anyone undertaking their own studies, which would help in identifying the terms 
described.  

December was the annual Christmas social, this year held in the Swan at Pangbourne, 
and the January meeting was back to business with a talk given by Catherine Sampson 
on her recently published book about the history of Purley village. This was very well 
received by those attending the meeting, and she gave some helpful guidelines to the 
group on how to arrange material in book form. 

At the February meeting we discussed the diary for the year and the arrangements are 
as follows:  

• 9 March  Film Show of the Wilder Family Collection 1930-1945, and Village photographs, 
many previously unseen  

• 13 April    Members Business Meeting   
• 11 May    Clive Williams talking about his recent publication ‘The Nabobs of Berkshire’  
• 16 June    Afternoon visit to Caversham Court gardens, imcluding a guided tour and 

tea  
• 13 July     ‘Do You Remember, do you Recall’? A discussion with village people of their 

memories of growing up, and of past years in Pangbourne  
• 10 August  Summer social and stroll – venue to be announced  
• 14 September   Nick Channer, author of books on Writers in Residence, talking about 

DH Lawrence and CS Lewis  
• 12 October   Annual General Meeting  
• 9 November   Dr Penny Billyeald talking about First World War poets and May 

Wedderburn  
• 14 December  Christmas Social  
• 11 January 2012  Lyn Davis continuing his studies into village history with a talk entitled 

‘Greater Bere Court’   
 

A website is being set up, which will give contact names of the Executive 
Committee,aims and objectives of the Heritage group and some general details of 
events. Some of the newly discovered photographs or requests for information will also 
appear, and be updated regularly. A newsletter from Rosie Nurick will also be released 
every six months. Rosie has details of the Berkshire Local History Association if anyone 
would like to know more (9842565).  

It has been suggested that with the interest in Family History, and how to research 
information, a Workshop Day be held at some point in the year. This would be organised 
by Catherine Sampson, and offer Hands On experience for those who would like to make 
a start. More information will be given as a date is arranged.                  Lesley Crimp   
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Police Parish Update  
Pangbourne Police Quarterly Parish Update  
Hello to you all and a Happy New Year from myself and the team at 
Pangbourne Police Station.          Vivienne Joyce   PCSO C9788 
There have been several non dwelling burglaries to sheds, outhouses and garages in 
the last few months, on the run up to Christmas 2010 and beyond.  Generally it is tools, 
metal and fuel that have been stolen, all of which are able to be sold on quickly and 
easily. 

A lot of burglaries can be prevented.  Most are committed by opportunist criminals, in 
two out of ten burglaries.  They don’t even have to force their way in – they get in 
through an open door or window. 

What can you do? 

• Ensure that your shed, in particular the doors and windows are in a good condition.  
If you are buying a new shed, make sure that you erect it in a position where you or 
your neighbours can keep an eye on it.  Security lighting will increase visibility at 
night and may deter a thief from entering the garden.  Consider a small shed alarm. 

• Make sure that all tools and equipment are put away and ensure that all sheds and 
outbuildings are locked when not in use. 

• Use good quality locks to secure your gates, doors and windows and check that all 
doors and frames are in a good condition, free from splits, rot and warp. 

• Most outbuilding hinges are exposed and easily removed by taking out the screws.  
You can replace ordinary screws with non-return screws or coach bolts. 

• To keep your car or motor vehicles safe in the garage, or if you store other expensive 
property here, it is worth fitting a ‘Garage Defender Bar’.  This is a cylindrical metal 
bar which sits horizontally at the base of the door.  Its fittings are drilled or cemented 
into the concrete and make it virtually impossible to gain entry.  The bars are around 
£80 to purchase, but are extremely effective and worth the investment if you have 
expensive property to protect. 

•  
Please call the Police on 08458 505 505 non emergency if you want to report 
something suspicious to your Neighbourhood Police Team or 999 emergency if you  
think there is a crime in progress. 

Thames Valley Police Web Site http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk has a wealth of 
information about the areas in which you live. Just click on ‘your neighbourhood’ to 
access details about crime, Police priorities and teams involved in your area.  There 
are also details of times and dates and venues that I will be in your area, should you 
need to see me.  If you do not have access to a computer, I also provide your local 
Parish Secretary with times and dates and venues of my visits. 

Note from Thames Valley website: Pangbourne only open Wednesdays and Thursdays 
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Book Club 
American Wife by Curtis Sittenfeld 
by Rosemary Thomas 

 

Having recently dipped into some classic 
American literature: “The Great Gatsby”  

and  “To Kill a Mockingbird”  it was decided 

the  next “read” would be something more 
contemporary. “American Wife” was the 
choice for our January meeting. 

 

This novel, published in 2008 during the second 
term of the George W Bush Presidency, is widely 
assumed to be a fictionalised account of the 
life of Laura Bush.  

 

Alice Lindgren, daughter of a smalltown bank 
manager, starts her story with a description of 
early life with her loyally democrat parents and 
her practical, worldly and secretly lesbian 
grandmother.  Then, later, as a liberal minded 
school librarian how she was seduced by, then 
married Charlie Blackwell. He, from a privileged 
and staunchly Republican family was wayward, 

spoilt, immature and crude. His family welcomed Alice in the hope that she may exert a 
civilising influence where others had failed. 

 

 Charlie subsequently became perhaps the most unlikely and disliked American President 
in recent history. Alice, meanwhile, was keeping a low profile in the political arena, 
preferring to be seen as the supportive wife while, privately maintaining her liberal views 
and Democrat loyalties.  

 

Alice is understandably relieved, that after two terms in office Charlie Blackwell is not re-
elected and after years of compromising her own principles she will not have to endure a 
third term as First Lady. In fact, she admits to having voted for the Democratic opponent 
in the Presidential elections. 

 This was quite a saga, 636 pages, which we as a group found fairly hard going. 
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Restaurant review 
London Street Brasserie, Reading 
by Richard Thomas  

Going shopping in Reading is not one of my favourite occupations. 
However, there are exceptions to every rule and sometimes two, such as 
buying Nigel Slater's book "Real Cooking" and a spur of the moment 
decision to have lunch at the London Street Brasserie. Both come within 
my definition of good news! 

The London Street Brasserie makes 
imaginative use of an older building. Its 
large windows are almost nestled by the 
Kennett and Avon Canal, between the 
bridges of London Street and at the 
eastern end of The Oracle shopping 
centre: very convenient if you find yourself 
in Reading, particularly at lunchtime or in 
the early evening for the luncheon menu is 
available until 7pm. A starter and main 
course is priced at £14.95 with desserts at 
£4.95. An à la carte menu of distinction is 
available, but we were more than happy 
with our fixed-price meal. 

We had a choice of six dishes for each 
course and had difficulty choosing 
between them. All sounded interesting 
and each of our choices had that extra 
something to lift them further out of the 
ordinary. 

To start with, Rosemary chose baba 
ganouj aubergine fritters with fennel, 
pomegranate and tzatziki salad. I had 
ham hock terrine with piccalilli and toast. 
Both dishes looked good and were 
delicious. My terrine was cleverly 
presented in a roll (had it been wrapped in 
clingfilm?) with the piccalilli incorporated 
and with mustard sauce squiggles on the 
plate. 

For the main course I could have had slow 
braised shin of beef baked under Dijon 
bread crust, but having eaten braised shin 
of beef the previous evening, I was very 
pleased to go for the lemon and smoked 

 paprika glazed chicken with grilled 
chorizo, Mediterranean vegetables and 
roquette (sic). This really didn't need that 
"extra something", but the chicken had a 
herb stuffing and the Mediterranean 
vegetables consisted of slices of stuffed 
aubergine, red and yellow peppers and 
courgette with the addition of sautéed 
potatoes. It was beautifully presented, 
colourful and very tasty: I had chosen well. 
Rosemary's dish was also very colourful. 
She had an onion and Jerusalem artichoke 
tart with spiced roasted pumpkin and 
butternut squash, sautéed chestnut 
mushrooms and beurre blanc. Interestingly, 
the tart was made with puff pastry. It was 
pronounced delicious, but with the 
observation that the pumpkin and 
butternut squash were identical and rightly 
were only slightly spiced (if at all) or the 
flavour of the artichoke would have been 
swamped. 

Not wanting to appear greedy, but entirely 
in the line of duty, we decided we really 
ought to try two of the deserts. Rosemary 
had a super nougart (sic) parfait with 
orange salad. Oh dear, that was what I 
hoped to have but, again entirely in the 
line of duty, I thought I ought to try the 
lemon tart with raspberry coulis for that is 
something which often shows up the 
quality of the establishment. I am pleased 
to report that the lemon really was nice 
and lemony but oh, if only the pastry had 
been crisp. In fact, I did well for by mistake 
I was given the à la carte version which 
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Restaurant Review continued 
included a really nice boule of raspberry 
sorbet. As you may gather, we had a 
thoroughly good lunch. Not only did we 
enjoy the food: we found the setting  

delightful, the ambience vibrant and the 
service both attentive and friendly. Next 
time you are shopping in Reading do go 
and enjoy yourself at The London Street 
Brasserie. 

PS Have you yet had brunch at Pierreponts (The Bridge Cafe) in Goring? (See the report 
published in the November/December issue.) We have recently been again and again 
thoroughly enjoyed interesting food in a most friendly atmosphere. 

  

Gardening Matters 

Purley Horticultural Society 
Trading 

The Store in the Memorial Hall car park is now open and will remain open from 10am - 
11am every Saturday and Sunday until the end of October.  Membership subscriptions for  
2011 are now due and at £2 is tremendous value.  Seed potato order forms and 
catalogues for Sutton's Seeds are available at the Store. 

 Talks 
On Wednesday, 16 March David Taylor will give a talk on Pelargoniums and Geraniums in 
Purley Memorial Hall commencing at 8pm.  David became interested in gardening when 
a teenager growing vegetables, but was soon swayed by the colour bug and started 
growing plants from seeds for summer displays.  His parents moved to a larger garden 
with a greenhouse and after visiting Hampton Court Flower Show in the early nineties 
caught the 'Pellie' bug. In 2005 he gave up fulltime employment in order to run a small 
nursery, moving to larger premises in 2007.  He has also been interested in photography 
and the two interests have become interlinked and wishes to share what he has learnt 
over the years with everyone.  Please come along to this talk so that we have a good 
audience for this interesting speaker. 
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Purley Horticultural Society contd 
Spring Show 
This will take place on Saturday, 9 April in Purley Memorial Hall and will be open to the 
public from 2.30pm until 3.45pm.  Tea and cakes will be available. Schedules are 
available at the Trading 

Store or can be obtained by looking on the Purley-on-Thames web site – 
www.purleyonthames.net  and the on-line notice board or Purley Groups. As part of our 
Spring Show being held on 9th April, and to celebrate the Royal Wedding we are offering 
a FREE competition to Members and local residents.  PHS have placed a ‘Spring Show’ 
poster on all of the Parish Notice Boards but only 3 will include a photo of the happy royal 
couple. 

To enter the competition you need to write down the location of these 3 posters and 
include your name, address and telephone number on a piece of paper and hand it in 
to the ‘Trading Store’ at Purley Memorial Hall, Glebe Road, open between 10-11 a.m. on 
Saturday or Sunday, at one of our meetings, or in the Royal Wedding Competition Box at 
the Spring Show.   The winner will be drawn after the show judging has been completed 
and the hall open to the public.  The prize will be a nice selection of ‘Gardening 
Goodies’.  So next time you walk your dog or just need some fresh air go the route of the 
‘Parish Notice Boards’ and you could end up with more than just a ‘Spring’ in your step! 

Stay Updated 
We would like to keep all our members who have e-mail addresses informed of the 
Society's activities and would be grateful if you could let Ian Burn know – 
ian.burn3@ntlworld.com if you have one. 

 

I hope you have a successful gardening season. 

 

Marion Dabbs, 9422349 

 

A year in your garden March & 
April  by Gillian Alderton 
 

March/April are busy months in the 
garden, below are some key tasks: 

Sow vegetable seeds such as lettuce, salad 
onions and peas. 

Plant snowdrops in the green, add compost 
and plant a little deeper than they were 
before. 

Plant early potatoes Prune shrubs with 
colourful stems, dogwoods or willows to get 
the best colour for next winter. The cut stems 
are easy to propagate, simply cut into 6-inch 
lengths and stick them in the ground to root. 

 

 

  

Feed and mulch roses, well-rotted manure, 
good garden compost, pelleted chicken 
manure are all good options. 

Pinch off spent flower heads of daffodils and 
tulips to channel energy from seed 
production into building up the bulb for next 
year. 
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Church matters 
 
Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 
The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the 
Christian community gather for worship. 
The oldest is medieval St Laurence in 
Tidmarsh where a lively family worship is 
held on the first Sunday of each month. 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful 
Victorian estate church and is very 
popular for weddings and baptisms. 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is our 
largest church and can seat 300 people 
for our community events. Weekly worship 
begins with Prayer Book Holy Communion 
in the early morning followed by Sunday at 
Ten contemporary worship for all ages. 

Each church has other services on a 
monthly pattern including a variety of 
evening services from Prayer Book to 
Contemporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

We are a worshipping community 
committed to the Word of God and being 
in Communion. We follow preaching 
series, keep the church seasons and 
celebrate Holy Communion three times 
weekly. 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 
in worship, we teach and baptise those 
seeking Christian faith and would like to 
encourage all members of the Church of 

 England to contribute regularly to the 
mission of the Church serving the people in 
our villages. 

How to contact us 
Church contact numbers are at the back 
of this magazine. You can email Reverend 
Heather Parbury at 
rector@pangbournechurches.info. 

Services 
Everyone is welcome at St Nicholas, St 
Laurence and St James the Less church 
services. For full service details, please see 
the church noticeboards. 

Regular services for St Laurence in 
Tidmarsh 
• Family service on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 11 am. 
• Family communion is held on the 2nd 

Sunday of each month at 11 am. 

Regular services for St Nicholas in 
Sulham 
• Family service on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month at 11 am. 
• Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

Your Roman Catholic church 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe 
Road, Pangbourne which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am 
and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by arrangement. 
For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on 0118 971 
5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 

 

mailto:rector@pangbournechurches.info
http://www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html
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                         PR Motors 
We can 

•     Collect and deliver your car free of charge 
•     Do all routine servicing 
•     Carry out any repairs 
•     Supply, fit and balance tyres 
•     MOT on the premises (while you wait if you like) 
•     Read fault codes to the same spec as many main agents 
•     Recover most vehicles 

 

    We are              We work on 
 

      Competitively priced             All cars 

      Efficient             Quads 

      Friendly             Horse lorries 

      Local             Trailers 

          Commercial vehicles  

              We have more than 1600 customers—why not join them? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            0118 984 4889            www.prmotors.biz                RG8 8HG 
 

http://www.prmotors.biz/
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Advertisements (continued) 
 

 
L.K. PROPERTY SERVICES 

 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 
REFURBISHMENTS 

AND CONSTRUCTION 
 

EXTENSIONS & BUILDING ALTERATIONS 
 

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 
 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCING & DRAINAGE 
 

WOOD FLOORING, CARPENTRY & DECORATING 
 

BRICK WORK, PLASTERING, FLOOR / WALL TILING 
 
 

 

CALL LEE KEELER 
Tel: 01635 579656 (Compton) Mobile: 07710 380408 

WEBSITE www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 
 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
 

COURTEOUS SERVICE 
 

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
 

ESTABLISHED 1992 
 

SERVING TIDMARSH, SULHAM 
& SURROUND VILLAGES 
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Advertisements (continued) 
 

  

 

 
 

CLEAN AND TIDY 
DUSTING.  HOOVERING.  
POLISHING.  IRONING.  

SPRING CLEANS  

REGULAR OR ONE-OFF  
VISITS  

CRB Checked 

Cather in e  

C a t  b y  n a m e . . .  

C l e a n  &  T i d y  b y  n a t u r e  

T e l  0 1 1 8  9 6 2 4 5 7 1  

E m a i l   c a t h y b a g n i u k @ a o l . c o m  
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The Floor Store 

 

           Carpet – Wood – Karndean – Vinyl 
 

• Free Estimating Service 
• Samples to your Home 
• Expert Fitting Service 
• Domestic and Commercial 
• Insurance Work 

 

Call Rob on 07872 468491 or 0800 022 4990 

 
We have the expertise, experience and the team to make everything 
easy for, the most important person, you our Customer. 
 

From selection advice to the fitting – our commitment is to make 
life as easy as possible for you. 
 
When you call us, you are calling a Family Business with combined 
experience, in the Flooring Trade, of more than 85 years. 

 
Visit us at: www.thefloorstore.org 
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Useful contacts 
 
Advice and support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew Street, Newbury ... 01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am .. 0118 984 4586 

Clubs and societies 
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 
Margaret Pawson (president) .... 0118 984 2619 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham 
Revd Heather Parbury................. 0118 984 2928 

Church wardens 
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636 
Edward Goddard ........................ 0118 984 2702 
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820 
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370 

Deanery synod representatives 
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051 
Ian Busby ....................................... 0118 984 2327 
Lucy Heyn...................................... 0118 984 2129 

To serve on Pangbourne PCC 
Tony Bacon ................................... 01491 671 440 
Graham Beckett .......................... 0118 984 4456 
Chris Dobby .................................. 0118 941 7759 
Luci Heyn ....................................... 0118 984 2129 
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698 
Graham Sharpe ........................... 0118 984 5232 
Judith Sumner ........................................................  
 

 Tidmarsh representative 
Susan Worthington ....................... 0118 984 2937 

Sulham representatives 
Gill Haggarty ................................. 0119 984 4122 
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729 
Judith Sumner ........................................................  

Friends of St Laurence 
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768 
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666 

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative) ...... 0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001 
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114 
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619 
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................ 07766 692 235 
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666 
Jim Hutchinson.............................. 0118 984 1860 
Mirian Kennet ................................ 0118 984 5194 
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194 

Libraries 
Pangbourne .................................. 0118 984 4117 
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900 
 

Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com. 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 
Full page – £100 Full page – £50 
Half page – £60 Half page – £30 
Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you for an additional, one-off fee of £10! 

mailto:tws.parishmag@googlemail.com
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Useful contacts (continued) 
 
Medical 
The Boat House Surgery 
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct 
 ...............................................................0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094 
West Berkshire office (Newbury) ... 01635 42400 

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466 
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729 
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202 
John Butler .................................... 0118 984 2621 
Alan Maskell .................................. 0118 984 5326 
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370 
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820 

Police 
Emergencies .................................................... 999 
All non-emergencies .................. 0845 8 505 505 

Public transport 
Rail travel 
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125  
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50  
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50 
 

 Bus travel 
Reading Buses................................ 0118 9594000 
Newbury Buses ............................... 01635 567500 
Thames Travel...............................01491 837 988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33 

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett ................ 0118 933 1615 
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488 
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615 
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765 
Brownies, Clare Pincock .............. 0118 984 4286 
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765 
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765 

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............. 0118 984 4213 
Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400 
Streetcare ....................................... 01635 519080 
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111 
 

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 
magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views 
expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 
alanrmaskell@hotmail.com by 15 April at the latest. 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this 
magazine, the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors 
or omissions that may occur. 

mailto:alanrmaskell@hotmail.com
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