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EDITOR	  REQUIRED!	  

	  

Tidmarsh	  with	   Sulham	   Parish	  Magazine	   are	   seeking	   a	  
new	  editor	  for	  their	  bi-‐monthly	  parish	  magazine.	  	  

The	  magazine	  has	  developed	  significantly	  over	  the	  past	  
few	  years	  but	  we	  now	  need	  someone	  with	  a	  bit	  more	  
time	  on	  their	  hands	  who	  can	  seek	  out	  local	  stories,	  co-‐
ordinate	  and	  encourage	  contributions	  and	  manage	  the	  
advertisers	  and	  their	  advertisements.	  	  Although	  useful,	  
typesetting	  experience	  is	  not	  necessary.	  

We	  have	  feedback	  to	  show	  the	  magazine	  is	  very	  much	  
valued	  by	   the	  villagers	   and	   they	  very	  much	  want	   it	   to	  
continue.	   	   The	  editor	  will	   have	   the	   support	  of	   a	   small	  
committee	   who	   fulfil	   various	   other	   administration	  
functions.	  	  	  

This	   is	   an	   unpaid,	   purely	   voluntary	   position.	   	   The	  
magazine	   is	   non	   profit	   making	   and	   is	   a	   community	  
publication.	  	  

For	  more	  information,	  contact	  Jenny	  Cope	  on	  0774	  777	  
5900	  or	  email	  jenny@candcsystems.co.uk	  
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Editorial

Although we have not yet had anyone come forward to take over editorship of 
our magazine, we are still hopeful that there is someone out there who might be 
interested …

In the meantime, our little committee are committed to continue to bring you the 
magazine and to maintain continuity. Rather than lose it we have decided to produce 
it quarterly from July of this year. This will reduce the workload and costs and 
hopefully maintain its viability. Eventually we are expecting that the magazine will 
just be available ‘on line’ but for the foreseeable future, we will continue to produce 
a printed magazine as there are still many villagers who do not have access to a 
computer or the internet. 

We would still love a ‘reporter’ to join our team – someone who gets around the 
villages (maybe a dog walker?). We are convinced there is more news out there – we 
just do not have the time to find it!

I don’t even want to mention the rain! As I write, both Mill Lane and Sulham Lane are 
closed to non-resident traffic. You would think that a ‘road closed’ sign and barriers 
together with a ‘flood’ sign would put most people off trying to navigate a flooded 
lane. You would be wrong – all day yesterday cars just moved the barriers and drove 
through the flooded road completely ignoring the closure. The police (who put the 
signs in place) were excellent – stopping the offenders for a few hours and giving 
them a stern warning although they could well be liable for prosecution. 

Many properties have been affected by the rising ground water and I have even had 
reports of one villager having to move into a hotel as their septic tank was so full of 
flood waters it was backing up into the house. So this is the second year running we 
have suffered with the heavy rain and flooding and I guess we are all getting a bit fed 
up with it! This year many of us cleared our ditches and the river Pang was cleared 
of all fallen branches but this has had little effect due to the huge volume of rain 
falling and water coming from upstream. The banks of the Pang have breached in 
Moor Copse and more or less the whole area either side of the Pang is under water. In 
the next issue we will bring a report from the Parish Council and the Environment 
Agency.

Jenny Cope

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk – 0774 777 5900

Front cover photograph taken by Cathy Tucker on Sunday 5th January at 07.50 hours.
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Village Round-Up

The 7th Rifles Come to Our Aid....
Following the continual rain and the never ending flooding, Saturday 15th February 
was a bit of an all-time low after the high winds and downpours overnight. Following 
a telephone call from one resident we were so delighted to see the 7th Rifles come 
down our lane on Saturday afternoon in their huge truck. I think I speak for all 
residents in Mill Lane that this provided us with outstanding support – everyone in 
attendance was absolutely superb and their work ensured property was saved from 
flood damage with the rising waters. There is no way we could have possibly obtained 
or indeed installed sandbags with the speed and efficiency of these chaps on Saturday 
… and I know I speak for everyone impacted to say a huge thank you. 

It not only provided support by way of much-needed sandbags but it also gave 
everyone a massive lift on what was a very difficult day for all involved.  

I made the chaps tea and coffee and they were so shocked – they said that in the past 
week that they had been bringing aid to people affected by the flooding – not one 
person had offered them anything! Fi Warren Smith topped my offering of coffee/tea 
and biscuits with bacon and sausage sandwiches! Suffice to say, I think we will be top 
of their list when we call for help again!

Jenny Cope 

7th Rifles unloading sandbags
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Village Round-Up

Jenny with the 7th Rifles

The 7th Rifles enjoy bacon and sausage butties at Fi Warren-Smith’s house
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Village Round-Up

New Resident in Sulham
Welcome to Sulham to Bridget Keel who has moved into Sulham Lodge.

Where Is This?
Do you recognise it? Answer in our next issue.

The answer to last issue’s “Where is This?”: 
Hogmoor Bridge. It used to carry the old A340 over 
the River Pang near Moor Copse Nature Reserve car 
park and is a superb work of both art and science, 
with bricks laid on their corners to give stability, 
strength and beauty.

 

Poppy Appeal
The amount collected in Tidmarsh for the Poppy Appeal in November 
2013 was £478.39 and I would like to thank all those who contributed 
to this record breaking amount for the village. This amount was part 
of the total of £6285.35 raised in the Pangbourne area for this very 
worthy cause.

John Harland

Welcome to Elliot …
Elliot Read was born on the 12th January 2014 to Brad & Fiona 
Read. Here he is pictured with his big brother William.
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Village Round-Up

Sluice Gate Damage Moor Copse
Recently there have been several incidents related to unauthorised use of a sluice gate 
that is situated in Moor Copse on the BBOWT land. The activities range from the gate 
being fully opened when the Pang has been at a high level to unfortunately it being 
removed altogether and completely discarded which then causes huge volumes of 
water to cascade towards houses on Mill Lane and potentially onto Sulham. The gate 
is owned by BBOWT and after checking with both the Environment Agency and West 
Berkshire Council is not used or required by them to maintain any flow on the Pang. 
Indeed it was the Environment Agency who very kindly shut the gate when it was 
wide open on the 23rd of December to prevent my house from flooding.

If you exclude the Environment Agency, BBOWT and West Berkshire Council from 
any activity with the sluice gate, it then unfortunately means that it is a member of 
the public that has for whatever reason decided to take the control into their own 
hands! The matter has now been reported to the police as damage has occurred to my 
property as a result of the unauthorised activities on the sluice gate. I would therefore 
urge anybody with any information to get in contact with myself and would also 
ask that we all act to support each other within such a small community and think 
carefully of the impact of any actions on others as well as ourselves. 

George Davidson

The Cottage

Mill Lane 

Are Power Cuts a Serious Problem for You?
The floods and strong winds this past winter have led to power cuts for many of us 
living out in the countryside. Do you realise that Scottish and Southern Electricity run 
a Priority Services Register for those who may be seriously affected by a power cut? Are 
you dependent on electricity for home or medical care? For example do you:

•	 use	a	kidney	dialysis	machine,	or	have	a	chronic	illness	or	short-term	medical	 
 condition such as recovering from a major operation?

•	 have	special	needs	because	of	your	age	or	difficulty	with	your	sight	or	hearing?

•	 have	a	young	baby?

If so, or for any other reason, you feel in need of special support the service may be of 
interest to you. To register call 0800 294 3259 or go online to www.ssepd.co.uk.
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Village Hall News

Village Hall News
This year has got off to an interesting start. The 1950s tea to mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Village Hall was well attended and enjoyed by residents of 
Tidmarsh and Sulham. In particular John and Jean Harland were thanked for their 
many years of service to the parish. Many compliments about the realistic choice 
of food and crockery have been received by organisers Gill Haggerty and Gillian 
Alderton.

The next events will be a skittles evening and plant sale. Watch out for dates on 
posters, flyers and reminders in future magazines.

The village monthly walk at 9.30 and coffee morning at 11.00 will continue to be 
available on the first Friday of the month. All are welcome; a good natter is normally 
enjoyed.

We welcome any ideas for community events at the Village Hall. Please contact 
chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326 if you have any suggestions. Our bookings 
secretary Denise Randall will be happy to provide information on hall availability on 
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

Tidmarsh With Sulham Village Hall 60th Anniversary Celebrations
On Sunday 12th January a celebration of the 60th anniversary of the opening of the 
village hall on January 1st 1954 was held.

It was very well attended by villagers from both Sulham and Tidmarsh and former 
members who had served on the Village Hall Committee in the past.

Everyone enjoyed a 1950s style tea and the ladies on the present committee, who 
looked very smart in their 1950s dresses, helped with the excellent refreshments and 
everyone would like to say a very big thank you to them all.

A tribute was made to Tessa Hutchinson who sadly passed away in August 2013. Tessa 
joined the committee soon after moving to Tidmarsh and became its chairman in 
1999. She was mainly responsible for gaining two lottery grants for major alterations 
to the hall and put in a lot of time and effort in raising money in other ways which 
enabled the Hall to have a new floor and to replace the old tables and chairs. All of 
this has helped to make the hall what it is today.

(See photos on page 9 opposite)
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Village Hall News
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Dates for your Diary

Tidmarsh and Sulham

March
1st  Parish Gift Day

7th  Village Walk and Coffee 

19th Parish meeting-Flooding

20th Book Club

April
4th Coffee Morning and Walk

18th  Meditation @St Nicholas Time TBC See Church notice board

20th  Easter day service St Nicholas and St Laurence 11am

Sulham Farms – Farm Walk
Sunday 11th May 

Meet Sulham Farmhouse 2.30pm

For Further Details Contact John Haggarty

Jandghaggarty@Btinternet.com

Purley Horticultural Society
The Society will be holding the following events in 2014:-

March 19th – Talk by Graham Talbot on Dahlias & Chrysanthemums, 8pm in Purley 
Memorial Hall

April 5th – Spring Show, 2.30pm in Purley Memorial Hall.

May 10th – Plant Sale, 9-11.30am in grounds of Purley Memorial Hall.

Further information can be seen on our website, www.purleyonthames.org.uk/Phs.
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Village Hall News

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting
 Wed 19th March 7 pm

 Tidmarsh Village Hall

 Flooding
 This meeting, open to all Parishioners,

 will focus on

	 •	 The	flooding	crisis

	 •	 Plans	by	the	Parish	Council,	 
	 	 West	Berks	Council	 
	 	 and	the	Environment	Agency

	to	minimise	any	future	flood-risk

 PLEASE ATTEND
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Notes from a Very Small Holding

Doris … or is it Dennis … ? Part Two
We felt dreadful, the aquarium sat in the room empty, a reminder of our stupidity.

We looked everywhere, behind books, under furniture, in cupboards. It was pointless 
she is a small rodent very capable of hiding anywhere. We had no chance. She was 
nowhere to be seen. After a couple of weeks of active searching we admitted defeat.

Brodie, our terrier, still was the main suspect, after all that is what she was bred for.

‘Catherine, I’ve had an email from Dan, he would like to borrow Doris this week to 
run a handling course!’

‘Oh no…. Well you’ll have to be honest and tell him what happened.’

Dan took it rather well considering. And I promised to call him if we found her …  
Fat chance!

About a month had passed; Catherine was up early for her shift at work. 

‘Jerry, come quick! We have had a visitor! Either they are uninvited or Doris is back!!!’

‘Great! How are we to catch her? The mouse trap will kill her, we need her alive.’

That night we set up a wildlife camera we had purchased a couple of years ago to track 
the fox in the back garden whilst trying to protect our hens; not very successfully it 
has to be said.

Still it was worth a go to see who the visitor actually was. Aiming it at the fruit bowl 
on the dresser, we went to bed.

Eagerly we downloaded the card onto the laptop next morning; surprising how many 
photos the camera takes over the whole night – one a minute!!!! Trawling through 
took ages then suddenly, there in the corner! We had caught her. No doubt about it. 
Definitely not an ‘ordinary’ mouse!

Over the next few nights we honed in on her nightly antics. She was too small to fire 
the sensor for video, still photos would have to do.

The dresser was her Dormouse adventure playground! Climbing up a lamp wire from 
behind the adjacent sofa, she leaped up the wine rack onto the shelves. Sitting next 
to the bone china cups high up, she would have a wash before breakfast (or was it 
dinner?). Anyway she managed to chomp through a whole apple in a week before 
disappearing off to bed at about five in the morning. But how to catch her? 

A brilliant ‘Heath-Robinson’ drop trap contraption was fashioned, though we say so 
ourselves. A deep plastic jug, jam funnel and an apple below did the trick! Supporting 
the apple near the top of the jug with the funnel resting on top the first night, we 
lured her into a false sense of security.

The next night the apple was at the bottom of the jug, and in she slipped! Success!!!

She was reunited with the aquarium. A wire mesh lid was installed; ventilation 
but no escape possible, things returned to normal. Dan was dutifully informed. 
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Notes from a Very Small Holding

Unfortunately he had moved regions so was unable to provide the training needed for 
licensing wildlife volunteers.

June came, time for Doris to back out into the big wide world. We built a nest box 
for her, rather like a bird box but with the hole in the back to allow her to climb out 
down a tree. 

We carefully packed it with some of the hay from the aquarium, so as to smell of her, 
and sealed her in with duct tape. We were definitely not going to lose her in the car 
on the way to where she was found!

We tied the nest box in an Elderflower tree, not more that 10 feet from where she was 
rescued and removed the tape to the hole.

Did we see her again? No but strands of hay have been seen in different locations 
around the entrance. We can only hope that she, or was it he, has found a mate in the 
run of hazel bushes bordering the field.

We do know however, dormice do live in Berkshire!
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Notes from the Sul 

If you go for a walk across the meadows below Sulham farm you will see the water 
measurement station managed by the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, part of the 
Natural Environment Research Council. 

It lies in the brook right next to where the Victorian bathing place used to be: but 
that’s a story for another time.

Isn’t it amazing the information you can 
get by going online. We all know how 
extremely wet it was in the last three 
months of 2012, but just look at this 
graph. It shows the daily flow measured at 
this station. 

The graph shows unusually good flows 
throughout the summer of 2012, with 
peaks in April and June, followed by 
consistent heavy flows in October to 
December. No wonder the marshes of 
Tidmarsh returned. Perhaps the most 
astonishing thing shown is that although the brook normally dries up in July and 
August the greatest peak flow occurred in a July. Do you remember the flood in July 
2007? 

The black line shows daily flows in 2012.

The top and bottom envelopes show lowest and highest flows over the past 10 years.
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Notes from the Sul 

Last November I attended a public meeting of the West Berkshire Farming and 
Countryside Project, kindly invited by the powers that be of Sulham Estate. There we 
learned of just how much work is being done to maintain the Pang in particular, but 
also the Sul, and were reminded of what should be done by riparian owners to keep 
the streams in good condition and to encourage wildlife. 

Sometimes wildlife has to be 
discouraged! In a recent issue of this 
magazine I complained that the 
deer are eating the regrowth where 
the understory had been cleared in 
Herridge’s Copse, beside Sulham 
Lane. Perhaps you have noticed 
that the Pang Valley Conservation 
Volunteers have been erecting 
protective fencing and brushwood 
barriers round some of the hazel 
stools to protect them against the 
constant browsing by those pesky 
deer. Apparently the Forestry 
Commission will be doing so as 
well. 

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see

Richard Thomas
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Book Review

Book Review
We reviewed two books and had a fabulous dinner thanks to Pauline Ross, definitely 
the tastiest book club yet!

The first book we reviewed was The Two Brothers by Ben Elton. A few of us had low 
expectations of him as a writer, maybe because Dawn French’s book we reviewed some 
time ago was a bit of a let-down in terms of writing ability.

This book really was unanimously loved. It brought the really disturbing subject of 
the holocaust alive. It demonstrated the outrageous ideas and punishments of the 
Nazi party so vividly. The fact that you had to have a blood test to find out your 
level of superiority just seemed to make a mockery of their ideals. The hideous and 
ridiculous treatment of the Jews was sharper in this book because two boys brought 
up as twins were in fact from two different biological families, one had superior pure 
Aryan blood the other was Jewish.

We all hated one of the main characters, Dagmar, showing how realistic and 
believable his characters were.

This was possibly helped by the final revelation that the story was based on a real part 
of his family’s history.

The second book Jamaica Inn by Daphne du Maurier was described as a “rip-roaring 
story”. It was certainly a book that you couldn’t put down and made most of us anti-
social members of our household! It was also informative historically.

We hadn’t fully appreciated what “wrecking” the ships entailed. It was more violent 
than we had realised and hadn’t realised how widespread corruption in society had 
kept it going.

The characters again were very three-dimensional with Jem as the lovable rogue and 
the priest playing a very convincing and sinister villain.

 

Next book reviews
At Sally Puxley’s House, Sulham Lane, Thursday 20th March 7.30pm – Cookoo’s Calling 
by JK Rowling

Future books:

Poison Wood Bible

The Apple Tree Yard

The Rosie Project
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Restaurant Review

Beetle & Wedge Boathouse
at Ferry Lane, Moulsford

It is many years since we last went to The Beetle and Wedge at Moulsford. We used 
to go quite often but got fed up finding that the menu never changed, albeit that it 
was extensive. The Boathouse Restaurant remains much as before but now the menu 
is more focused with the seven or eight dishes offered for each course frequently 
changed. One thing that has not changed is that, as for many years hitherto, rosti 
potatoes are served with all main courses: even with the gnocchi: potato on potato!

This lovely restaurant is right on the river with a splendid view of the meadows. Such 
a position is comparatively rare on the Thames, so sitting at a well furnished table in 
the window overlooking the river is a real treat.

Perhaps we should have gone earlier in the week rather than on a Friday, for on 
Monday through Thursday (as they say in American) both lunch and dinner are 
offered at £15 for two courses or £19.50 for three. That sounds really good value in a 
restaurant of this quality and in this lovely situation, albeit that a limited choice of 
only three dishes is offered for each course and the almost obligatory rosti will set you 
back an additional £1.50!

We would surely have enjoyed trying the crispy duck, ginger risotto cake and plum 
sauce (£8.75) or the fillets of Cornish herring, tomato, lime and coriander salsa (£7.25) 
among other starters but wanted to keep room for a pud, so resisted the temptation. 
Rosemary did enjoy her baked wild mushroom, black truffle and green pea gnocchi 
with Parmesan shavings (£13.75) but unsurprisingly she only picked at her helping of 
rosti. My slow-cooked ox cheek casserole with bourguignonne garnish (£16.75) was 
delicious. A side dish of vegetables (£2.50) would have been superfluous.

For her pud Rosemary had a very acceptable and really rather large crème brûlée. As 
so often seems to be the case, my choice of pud was not so successful. The prune and 
walnut sticky toffee pudding was little more than okay, being really rather bready and 
in need of a little more of the fruit.

We can recommend The Beetle & Wedge Boathouse Restaurant. To make the most of 
its riverside situation go at lunchtime in winter. Better still go on a sunny summer day 
for an aperitif on the riverside. You may even wish to hire their electric launch for an 
hour or so before eating: that would make a really splendid outing.

The Beetle & Wedge Boathouse Restaurant

Ferry Lane, Moulsford OX10 9JF

01491 651381

www.beetleandwedge.co.uk

Richard Thomas. January 2014
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Church News

St Nicholas Church Sulham
St Nicholas Church will be having a churchyard tidy on Sunday March 23rd 2-4pm 
and a spring clean on Saturday 12th of April 10-12am.

Easter decorating will take place on Saturday 19th of April at 10 am.

All helpers will be very welcome.

We would love to have some volunteers to help with flowers in church. You do not 
need to be a florist, simple arrangements suit the church very well and volunteering 
to do this even once a year would be a huge help.

Please contact Pauline 984 5432.

Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham
Church Services for Easter

13th April Palm Sunday

 St James  07.45   Holy Communion

St James  10.00   Family Worship

 St Laurence  11.00   Holy Communion

 

18th April Good Friday

St James  10.00    With Hot cross buns

St Nicholas  time tbc  Meditation   

 

20th April Easter Day 

St James  05.30   Daybreak HC 

St James  10.00   Family Comminion

St Nicholas  11.00   Holy Communion

St Laurence  11.00   Holy Communion

 

27th April Easter 2 

St James  07.45  Holy Communion

St James  10.00   Parish Communion

St Nicholas  18.00   Evening service
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Whitchurch Bridge Update

STATEMENT BY THE WHITCHURCH BRIDGE COMPANY
Delay to the Re-opening of Whitchurch Bridge
Balfour Beatty, the main contractor 
for the reconstruction of Whitchurch 
Bridge, has informed the Whitchurch 
Bridge Company that it will be 
unable to re-open the Bridge to road 
traffic on the advertised date of 14th 
April 2014. It is now expected that 
the Bridge will re-open in July 2014 
– the exact date will be announced 
later.

Although many options have been 
explored for recovering the time lost 
prior to the start of the demolition 
works and more recently due to 
the adverse river conditions, Balfour Beatty has been unable to devise a plan which 
will get the project back on schedule. TheWhitchurch Bridge Company’s project 
management team will continue to work collaboratively with Balfour Beatty to 
evaluate all opportunities for saving time during the remainder of the project.

Mike Beckley, Chairman of theWhitchurch Bridge Company, says “The Company very 
much regrets the inconvenience that the delay to the re-opening will cause to local 
residents, residents on the diversionary routes and local businesses. We will continue 
to press Balfour Beatty to complete the works as soon as possible”.

Background Notes
1  The Whitchurch Bridge Company is the commonly-used name for The Company of Proprietors of  
 Whitchurch Bridge, which was established by the Whitchurch Bridge Acts of 1792 and 1988. 
2  The Bridge now being reconstructed was originally built in 1902.
3  The Bridge is normally used by about 1.8 million vehicles per year, or about 5,800 vehicles per  
 weekday.
4  The navigation channel will open for river traffic on 31st March 2014 as originally planned.
5  Birse Civils Ltd, the division of Balfour Beatty to which the Bridge reconstruction contract was  
 awarded, is now known as Balfour Beatty.
6  More details about the Whitchurch Bridge Company are on its website at www.whitchurchbridge.com
7  For further information please contact the Company Secretary.

Geoff Weir

Company Secretary

0118 984 4172

secretary@whitchurchbridge.com
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What to do in Your Garden

March
Whatever you do in your garden, you must prepare the ground. It has to be 
reasonably drained, so if it is waterlogged dig in organic material and grit or sharp 
sand to improve drainage. It should also not be frozen when planting. Dig in a 
5cm (or more) layer of compost or well-rotted manure into your beds and a general 
purpose fertiliser such as chicken manure or fish, blood and bone. Most plants do not 
like poorly drained soil.

Prepare vegetable seed beds by removing all weeds and forking in plenty of compost. 
Cover prepared soil with sheets of black plastic to keep it drier and warmer in 
preparation for planting. Now is the time to dig green manures in whilst their stems 
are still soft.

Plug plants are very inexpensive as long as you have time and patience to look after 
them, but keep them out of the frost. Give the tips a pinch a couple of times while the 
plants are young, this will make them nice and bushy, with more flowers.

Deciduous trees or shrubs can be moved. Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a 
slow-release fertiliser by lightly forking it into the soil surface. Be careful to identify 
whether your shrub is ericaceous (acid-loving) as special fertiliser and compost will be 
needed.

Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as Gladioli, Lilies and Alliums. Divide snowdrops 
while leaves are green.

Lift and divide established perennial plants to improve their vigour and create 
new plants. Put plant supports in now so the plants grow up through them. Pot up 
begonia tubers that have new leaves.

If you haven’t done so, prune roses now to encourage strong new growth. Remove 
any stem less than a pencil’s thickness.

Finish cutting back shrubs grown for their colourful winter stems such as Cornus and 
Salix cultivars. Cut them back to their bases. Cut out the top rosette of leaves from 
Mahonia shrubs after they have flowered to encourage branching. 

Cut off the old leaves of Hellebores to remove any 
foliar diseases and make the spring flowers more 
visible. Deadhead daffodils as the flowers finish and 
let the foliage die back naturally.

Begin chitting (sprouting) seed potatoes on delivery. 
Towards the end of March plant your chitted early 
potatoes outside in the ground.

Plant onion, shallot and garlic sets provided the soil 
isn’t frozen or waterlogged. Alternatively pot up 
sets into individual pots for transplanting outdoors 
later on. Start to direct sow vegetable seeds such as 
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carrots, radishes and lettuce in greenhouse borders or under cloches.

Continue to plant raspberry canes. Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the ground 
to stimulate new canes, which will fruit in the autumn. Cut the tips of summer-
fruiting raspberry canes that have grown beyond the top of their supports; cut just 
above a bud. Remember to feed your blueberry plants with ericaceous plant fertiliser.

Spray the emerging leaves of peach and nectarine trees with Bordeaux Mixture to 
prevent peach leaf curl.

Start sowing winter brassicas in a seed trays in a cold greenhouse.

Repot orchids and other houseplants before they start into active growth again. Pot 
on rooted cuttings of tender perennial plants taken last summer.

Recut any lawn edges if necessary. Lawn edging makes maintenance easier. Turf can be 
laid if the ground is not frozen or waterlogged. If you’d rather grow your lawn from 
seed, prepare the soil now to allow it time to settle before sowing

If your lawn needs mowing choose a dry day to complete this, after ensuring the 
blades are set higher than usual.

It is worth giving your watering cans and pots a scrub to prevent fungal diseases. 
Seeds can fail to thrive if planted in dirty trays, pots, etc.

Move plants from the greenhouse to a cold frame before planting out to give them 
time to adjust to cooler temperatures.

April
Divide Hostas before they come into leaf. Divide Primroses after they have finished 
flowering.

Prune Forsythia as soon as they have finished flowering

Thin your carrot seedlings to achieve good-size carrots – do this in the evening when 
fewer carrot flies are around. Parsnips, cabbages and radishes can be direct sown into 
the ground.

Protect fruit blossom from late frosts by covering with fleece on cold nights.

Apply a slow-release fertiliser around the base of raspberry canes, fruit bushes and fruit 
trees to encourage good crops.

Covering your strawberries with a cloche will encourage earlier fruiting.

Start to sow tomato seeds indoors, ready to plant out after all risk of frost has passed.

Sow lawn seed now on well prepared soil and keep the soil moist whilst the seed is 
germinating.

Aerate compacted areas of lawn by spiking it with a garden fork. Mower blades can be 
lowered towards the end of the month.

Alan Maskell

Alan Maskell looks after gardens in Tidmarsh and the RG8 area
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General Building
Extensions & Alterations
All Brickwork & Paving

All Plastering & Render/Coloured Render
Groundwork, Driveways & Block paving

Fencing, Decking & Landscaping 

Contact Tim Roberts 
Direct: 07776 233239 Tel: 01635 579672 (Ashampstead)  

E-mail: tim@tjroberts.co.uk 
 *Free Quotations* *Courteous Service* *Workmanship Guaranteed*

*We will better any other professional quote* 
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk	  
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 



Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Pangbourne Magazine 44 January 2014

COOKS’ CORNER

Wine drinkers beware, there could be trouble ahead. 
Apparently there is likely to be a shortage of wine on 
the shelves because of the increasing amount drunk by 
America and many of the emerging nations, in particular 
China. Not only that, it would appear that the supermar-
kets have been less than open about what wine actually 
costs. Sometimes wines on ‘special offer’ have been sold 
at a lower price some 6 months earlier, and then the price 
artificially inflated for a few weeks, so that the ‘special 
offer’ could be sold at a higher price that the original 
price. I don’t know how you can combat this practice 
apart from noting down the price of your favourite 
wine each week and asking the management about any 
surprise increases. 
For the first time, three new countries are producing 
Whisky: England, Japan and of all places Mexico. Both 
new products have had a very favourable press, they 
might be worth a try by Whisky drinkers if only for 
novelty value.
It is almost impossible to read about food and not hav-
ing ‘health’ appearing somewhere in the article. At the 
moment I have found three articles, all dealing with 
different angles. First of all, a study by the British Heart 
Foundation claims that the size of portions of ready 
meals sold by the major supermarkets has in many case 
doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say 
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the 
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at 
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple 
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are 

responsible for what you eat – and long may you have 
the right to do so. But beware, the Government is taking 
steps to control your eating. I am not a lover of junk food 
sweets, but the Government has re-instated plans to ban 
them from being sold very close to, or at, checkouts in 
supermarkets. This may seem to be unimportant – surely 
it is the responsibility of parents to say ’No’ and actually 
mean it. It becomes more worrying when we hear that 
two years ago the Department of Health launched the 
“Responsibility Deal” in which it was intended that 
supermarkets worked with the Government to combat 
public health concerns such as obesity and alcohol con-
sumption. We then find out that supermarket take-away 
meals will have their saturated fat consumption reduced, 
in spite of the fact that it is generally accepted that it is 
sugar and refined carbohydrates which is the biggest 
threat to health. Do other EU Governments meddle in 
what is and what is not to be sold? Or do they leave it to 
the good sense of the customers. I may be wrong but I 
suspect that is the British buyer that is not over-worried 
about the nutritional quality of many foods, but the 
convenience of them. If we don’t want more Government 
interference in our food habits, and I for one certainly 
don’t, we have to think harder about our diets and take 
more control over the quality of what we eat rather than 
simply the convenience factor.
I like to have some sort of theme in these articles for the 
year as it helps to focus my thoughts, so this year I am 
concentrating on vegetables and puddings. The vegetable 
dishes will not be strictly vegetarian, and hopefully the 

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services 

 
	 •	 Self	Assessments	tax	returns	prepared	 

	 and	filed	with	HMRC	from	£125
	 •	 Year	accounts	prepared	and	filed	with	 

	 Companies	House	from	£295
	 •	 Corporation	tax	returns	from	£125
	 •	 Annual	returns	prepared	and	filed	 

	 including	filing	fee	from	£100
	 •	 My	hourly	rate	for	other	accounting	work	 

	 such	as	monthly	accounts	preparation	is	£30

Other	services	include	Accounts	set	up	and	training	
(Sage),	VAT	returns,	Wages	and	salaries	and	specific	

financial	and	management	accounting	advice.
Please	call	Mark	Chappell	for	further	information.	

Tel	no:	07778	794453
Email:	accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Chiltern Insurance Group 
Pangbourne

Business and Personal Insurance
from your Local Broker

Call 01189 84 33 55

www.Chilterninsurance.co.uk

St James House, Church Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7AR

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 

Business
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the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 7 February at the latest. Whilst we make every 
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer        0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  0118 326 6138 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Local Information

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £100.00 Full page: £50.00

 Half page: £60.00 Half page:  £35.00

 Quarter page: £40.00 Quarter page: £25.00 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine  

is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne  

and printed by Fericon Press, Reading



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


