Tidmarsh with Sulham

May/June 2010

—

50p

Parish Magazine

Editorial
After a long cold winter, we have finally enjoyed some lovely sunny days and
the grass is growing like crazy here at Mill Corner! The horses have a spring in
their step now that they are tucking into the lush early grass. You only have to
mow the lawn to see how quickly the grass is coming through and why horses
get so lively at this time of year! After a winter of lugging hay we are soon
faced with the problem of preventing them eating too much! A case of
another season, another problem!
Once again we have another packed issue
with plenty of contributions. Reading through
them, it occurred to me how lucky we are to
live in such a thriving community. There is a
whole host of events taking place between
now and the end of summer from the ever
popular Farm Walk hosted by John Haggarty,
the Summer Supper organised by Rosemary
and Richard Thomas (Sulham’s answer to
Michael Winner) and the annual Summer Fete
on the 31 July here at Mill Corner. See later on
in the magazine for more information on all of
these events.
The big tidy up (of which more later) was a
magnificent effort organised by John
Haggarty and a huge amount of rubbish was
collected along the lanes of both Sulham and
Tidmarsh. The long suffering Mr Cope spotted a
group of people in the distance in ‘high
visibility’ jackets and dashed off to see what
was happening. Seeing that they were
collecting rubbish, and feeling somewhat
guilty that he was not assisting, he rushed back
home and hurriedly put the kettle on, advising
me that he had invited them to stop by for a
cup of tea! Not being familiar with the location
of the kettle and such like, this was a huge
undertaking for him but I feel sure, much
appreciated! It is such a shame that so many
motorists using Sulham Hill and Mill Lane feel
the need to take the opportunity to jettison
their rubbish out of their car windows whilst
driving through our villages. Don’t these
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people have bins at home? Every week whilst
putting my bins out at the end of the drive I
pick up many items of litter - I have even had
a bottle almost thrown at my feet by a passing
motorist - such people have no shame!
It was a pity only three of us turned up for the
bike ride on the 16 March - not being much of
a cyclist myself I have to say I was a bit
apprehensive but Gillian was a great leader
and I have been on many a ride since! I can
highly recommend it and there are two new
dates (see later) and I hope many more
people will join us.
The subscriptions are coming in and if you
haven’t already done so, can I remind you
that you can either set up a standing order for
£3 (our bank details are: Barclays Bank,
Account No: 33147541, Sort Code: 20-71-06,
Account Name: Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish
Magazine) or pop a cheque in an envelope
and drop it into me or post it to Mill Corner
Farm, Mill Lane, Tidmarsh, RG8 8EB. One of the
nicest things about receiving the subscriptions
is that on many occasions people drop me a
note thanking myself and my editorial team for
the magazine and letting us know how much
they enjoy it!
If you would like to make your voice heard
about anything that is going on in the village or
in the surrounding ones, please do drop me a
line - it would be fantastic to include opinions,
views or just a good moan!
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Editorial (continued)
Some of the
wonderful
feedback
we’ve received

Jenny Cope, jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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Dates for your diary
Art classes

Bike rides

Art classes are held in the village hall on
Monday mornings, Monday afternoons and
Wednesday afternoons. For further details,
contact Christina Taylor Smith at
artdynamics@btinternet.com or call
01491 671870.

Would you like to go for an easy pace 1½ to 2
hour bike ride? If yes, join us on one or both of
these days. The rides will be mostly off road on
tracks with no difficult hills to tackle (you won’t
need a special bike) and will include a stop for
a drink or bite to eat at a local pub.

Walking group

On 11 May we will be riding to The Cunning
Man at Burghfield Bridge and on the 21 May to
The Spring Inn at Sulhamstead

Mondays and Wednesdays

Friday 7 May and Friday 4 June

Tuesday 11 May and Friday 21 May

Meet outside Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9:30 am.
The walks last approximately 1½ hours. They will
be at an easy pace on paths over fields and
woodland. All are welcome, including wellbehaved dogs. There will be coffee and chat
afterwards in the village hall (see below).

Do come along. We’ll be meeting at the
lychgate of the church in Sulham at noon on
Tuesday 11 May and at 6.30 pm on Friday 21
May. Hope to see you there!

Coffee morning

Quiz nite

The Village Hall coffee mornings take place
from 11 am to noon. Do come along for a
chat. There’s a village walk that takes place
prior to this, weather permitting (see above).

Come along as a team or join a table on the
night. For more details, see page 6.

Friday 7 May and Friday 4 June

Village hall plant sale
Saturday 8 May

The annual plant sale takes place at the
village hall on Saturday 8 May from 10 am. This
is an opportunity to buy plants supplied by a
local nursery. Commission from the sale will go
towards hall funds.
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Read about our first ride on page 14.

Friday 14 May

Book club

Wednesday 2 June and
Wednesday 30 June
The Glass Room by Simon Mawer will be
reviewed at The Mill House in Tidmarsh on the
2nd June at 8 pm.
Murder at Mansfield Park by local author Lynn
Shepherd will be reviewed at Box Cottage in
Sulham on the 30th of June at 7.30 pm.
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Dates for your diary (continued)
Village design statement
parish meeting
Thursday 10 June

Come along, be informed and get involved in
a project which will have a positive effect on
our parishes for years to come. For more
details, see page 10.

Farm walk

Summer supper
Friday 25 June

See the enclosed flyer for details about this
year’s supper and see page 12 to find out
what it’s all about.

Summer fete

Saturday 31 July (note the new date)
See below.

Sunday 13 June
See and ask questions on cattle, crops and
environmental features on the farm. For more
details, see page 8.

Parish Magazine

5

Dates for your diary (continued)
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Dates for your diary (continued)
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Parish matters
Village design statement parish meeting

at Tidmarsh Village Hall on Thursday 10 June at 7:30pm
An important action point in the Parish Plan is the production of a Village
Design Statement (VDS). The West Berkshire Council web site and documents
explain VDS as:
“Town and Village Design Statements are about encouraging
development to be carried out in a way that is in harmony with its setting
and makes a positive contribution to the local environment. By
describing the qualities and characteristics that people value in their
villages and surroundings, local communities can have an input into the
planning process.”
Before a VDS is embarked upon, residents need to be aware of what it entails and the possible
impact on any development within our community. At the meeting, speakers from West Berkshire
Council, the Parish Council, and other parishes will detail the expected content of a VDS and its
place in the planning process, with indications of how it can be helpful. Come along, be informed
and get involved in a project which will have a positive effect on our parishes for years to come.
If you are interested in viewing Village Design Statements from other parishes which have already
been produced and adopted by West Berkshire Council, go to the direct link on the West
Berkshire Council web site:
www.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspn?articleid=4433

Village hall news
by Ann Robertson

Thank you to all who attended the Revue
Night. Everyone appeared to enjoy the event
and the money raised will go towards future
improvements for the hall. We greatly
appreciate the generosity of the cast for
giving their time to entertain us and help raise
£602.71.
The refurbishment of the bar area has been
carried out, however, plans to convert the
kitchen into a small meeting room have been
put on hold as they are not cost effective at
the present time.
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The annual plant sale takes place at the hall
on Saturday 8 May from 10 am, so come along
and browse at the selection of bedding plants
supplied by a local nursery. The hall benefits
from the commission earned on the sales.

Hiring the village hall
Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10
per hour. For information on availability and
booking, please contact Denise Randell on
07909 114 213 or by email at
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Parish matters (continued)
The big tidy up
by John Morris

A big “thank you” to John Haggarty for again organising the
annual big tidy up in Sulham. Thanks to him a group of Sulham
residents got together on the morning of Sunday 28 March to
clear rubbish from the roadside verges and the Sul Brook along
Sulham Lane and Tidmarsh Lane.
In spite of last year’s big effort to clear the verges and adjacent
woodlands, it is shocking to note just how much rubbish was
collected this time. There were 24 full bags consisting mostly of
bottles and tin cans in addition to two bicycles, a safe door and
a television.
Aren’t people so dirty! Why on earth don’t they take their
rubbish home? Will it get only worse if we are to be charged for
each dustbin put out for the weekly (at present, but what of the
future?) collection?
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Parish matters (continued)
Tidmarsh & Sulham summer supper
by Richard Thomas

When Rosemary and I first acquired our property in southern France, we were
delighted to be invited to join in the various fetes (feasts) held on long trestle
tables set out in the village square. What lovely evenings we had. What a
wonderful way to meet so many of the locals who would otherwise have been
unknown to us.
Having enjoyed a fair number of such fetes,
we thought the idea could and should readily
be transported to Tidmarsh and Sulham, so
started a similar event here in 2008.
The big problem was where to hold a supper
as it hardly seems sensible to eat outdoors in
this country; if only we could expect to have
the warm dry evenings usual in the south of
France!
Thanks to the generosity of Sulham Estates that
difficulty was soon overcome: the offer of their
agricultural barns was accepted with alacrity
and gratitude.
Although last year was only the second time
we have held the Tidmarsh & Sulham Summer
Supper, the event proved popular so we
unhappily had to turn away a few people, for
we cannot seat more than 66 at the trestle
tables we can fit into the barn.
Particulars of this year's event on Friday 25th
June are inserted in this issue of the parish
magazine. We look forward to your early
application for, once again, places will be
limited and allocated on a first-come firstserved basis. Please do come and get to know
your neighbours.
Summer supper 2009
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Parish matters (continued)
Well done to

Lucy and Martin Clow who both completed
the Reading half marathon in March.

Congratulations to...

Lewis Ross from Beedon Cottage in Sulham
who celebrated his 21st birthday in March
Tommy Puxley from Meadowside in Sulham
who will celebrate his 21st in June.
Hayley Alderton from Box Cottage in Sulham
who with two friends successfully climbed
Kilimanjaro at the beginning of April. At 5,895m
the peak is the highest point in Africa.

Plant and cake sale update

Thank you so much to all who gave plants or
who came and supported the plant and cake
sale in aid of the Aman Kapila Memorial Fund
held in March. The sale raised a fantastic
£2,018.
Aman was 15 when he died suddenly from a
brain haemorrhage two years ago. He had
been a pupil at Pangbourne Primary School
and then at Theale Green School. His family set
up a trust fund in his memory. For details go to
www.amankapila.com.

If you have something to celebrate or an
announcement to make...
...in the July/ August magazine, please send
the details to us by 15 June.

Local planning applications

Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh
and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning
applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at:
http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx
Application Ref.

Address

Proposal

10/00380/COND1

Windbreak
Sulham Lane
Sulham
RG8 8EA

Application for approval of details reserved by condition 4 (Tree
Protection) and 5 (Arboricultural method statement) of planning
permission 08/02290/HOUSE.

10/00323/CERTE

The Studio
Moor Copse
Mill Lane
Tidmarsh
RG8 8EB

The use of 'The Garden Flat' (also known as 'The Studio') as a
dwelling house
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Out and about
Tour de Tidmarsh
by Jenny Cope

On the morning of the 16 March I glanced at my diary and noted that, as
advertised under dates for your diary in the March/April issue of the magazine,
it was the day of the ‘bike ride’!
Not being much of a cyclist (my bike was
languishing in the shed with two flat tyres!), I
rather half heartedly asked Mr Cope if he could
repair the punctures to make my bicycle
roadworthy. Assuming he would say he was far
too busy and that this would provide me with a
credible excuse not to join in, I made a quick
phone call to apologise and inform that unless I
could get my bike fixed in the next hour or so, I
would “very reluctantly” have to dip out this
time!
Well the rest, as they say, is history! Before you
could say Tour de France, my bicycle had two
fully inflated tyres and was power-washed and
sparkling! No excuses then.
Off I headed to Sulham church, brakes
squeaking due to lack of use and met with
Gillian Alderton and Alison Boyland.
Disappointingly, we were the only three that
turned up! Probably others felt as I had but I
have to say I was so pleased I went!
The sun was shining and it was a lovely day. We
set off down Nunhide then across the M4 and
through Theale soon turning off and following the canal until we arrived just over an hour later at
The Cunning Man at Burghfield. Taking advantage of the sunshine, we ordered drinks and roast
lamb sandwiches and sat outside reflecting on how lucky we were to be out in the fresh air
getting gentle exercise and having a delicious lunch to boot!
So, if like me you thought you would be joining fit, go for it types with all the gear, please think
again - the pace will be gentle and enjoyable for all levels of fitness. We have another two dates
- one during the day and an evening one. It is great fun and Gillian has a great knowledge of all
the cycle routes and for the time being, we will make sure they are relatively flat with no hills!
So, why not put the following dates in your diary now:
• Tuesday 11 May at noon: bike ride from
Sulham Church to The Cunning Man at
Burghfield Bridge.
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• Friday 21 May at 6.30pm: ride from Sulham
Church to The Spring Inn at Sulhamstead.
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Out and about (continued)
Brute farce

by Richard Thomas

Laugh? Oh how we laughed. I haven’t laughed so much for ages. Tears were
running down my cheeks. More fool you if you couldn’t be bothered to turn
out to see Brute Farce in Tidmarsh Village Hall on Saturday 27th March. You
missed a superb evening.
Those fooling about (in the nicest sense of the
words) were a group formed by Barney Miller
with Catharine Kannaugh, Sarah Hosken, Bill
Gutteridge, Ghilly Gutteridge and our very
own Rob Robertson from Tidmarsh.
They gave us a wonderful revue ranging from
right up-to-date political satire to poking fun at
the bard himself, with many items in between.
Many were short, often sharp but almost
invariably witty musical comments on modern
life, but interspersed with poignant songs of
Argentina. We particularly enjoyed a longer
spoof scene from Chekhov, consisting largely
of pregnant pauses while the laughter freely
flowed.
Barney Miller is very much the father of the
group and is in fact the father of Catharine
Kannaugh and Sarah Hosken.

much up to that superb standard so I was not
surprised to learn that Barney and Bill were in
Footlights and that Catharine also performed
with the Footlights. Bill and Ghilly Gutteridge
and Rob Robertson were all at Bart’s Hospital
where they polished their performing skills while
also learning how to be doctors! The group has
been together for 36 years; no wonder they
were so polished: time and practice has
worked marvels.
On this occasion Brute Farce was very ably
supported by 18 year old Ella Ross of Sulham.
She courageously agreed to stand in for a
missing member of the troupe and perform
with a group of much older people.
Accompanied by Barney Miller on the guitar,
she beautifully sang two songs in what perhaps
can be described as a mid-Atlantic style. Well
done Ella.

Brute Farce reminded me of the erstwhile
Cambridge Footlights. The show was very

Parish Magazine
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Restaurant review
The Red Lion, Upper Basildon
by Richard Thomas

On an off-chance we called into the Red Lion at lunchtime on 23 March. First
impressions were good and it was nice to be greeted by ten pumps including
those serving Brakspear's bitter and an excellent beer from the local Berkshire
Brewery, which I much enjoyed.
It was a pity that the fire was not lit, but
apparently it should normally be once the
attractive stove has been repaired. Here is a
nice pub selling a good selection of both
interesting and traditional meals at a
reasonable price: not haute cuisine, but nor
are the prices!
It would appear that the menu is changed
monthly. In addition there are daily specials, a
soup of the day for £5 and a pie of the week
for £10. Rosemary started with a rabbit, black
pudding and pistachio terrine with apricots
and ginger, served lightly spiced on a wooden
platter. Perhaps the terrine was a little solid, but
it was tasty and ample and looked most
attractive. I had a pleasant baked goats
cheese with marinated red pepper, black
olive tapenade and rocket salad.
Rosemary then had a starter portion of roasted
squash, chestnut mushroom and asparagus
risotto for £6.50 rather than a main course
helping for £9. The smaller amount was more
than adequate. However, although it was very
pleasant she felt that it could so easily have
been much improved if prepared with a tasty
stock and creamed with a little butter stirred in
to finish. I was tempted to have rare beef with
bubble and squeak and a mushroom sauce
for £7.50 but couldn’t resist asking for the lambs
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kidneys in a brandy cream sauce with rice and
a separate bowl of vegetables for £10. This was
a very generous portion: we both could have
eaten well with the number of kidneys served.
However, the vegetables were somewhat
disappointing. I felt they had not been
seasoned and were simply boiled in unsalted
water: a bit of a let down.
After the generous helpings served, we had no
space for puddings. Only four were offered, all
at £5.50, or cheese and biscuits with grapes at
£6.50.
This is not a gastro-pub to be enthused over
but a good eating place serving better than
average pub food in pleasant surroundings,
whether in the bar or dining-room, and at
sensible prices: worth a stop if not a detour, to
misquote the Michelin guide. If you are not
hungry, why not simply sit on the comfortable
Chesterfield sofa in front of the fire with a pint
of good ale. If you want a little more than a
drink you could try various nibbles or the tapas
for two at £7.50. No need to book, unless you
want a large table for a special occasion
when you should ring Alison on 01491 671 234.

The Red Lion
Aldworth Road, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NG
Tel: 01491 671 234
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An east-Asian resident
by Richard Thomas

The Muscovy Duck is surely the ugliest duck we see in this country. Luckily for
us in Sulham, the Sul Brook gives plenty of perfect cover for a much prettier
duck, indeed one of the prettiest, the Mandarin. This duck is a native of
eastern Asia but there is a good population in East Berkshire and Surrey,
particularly in Windsor Great Park.
I recently heard rather than saw a pair of
Mandarins as they flew overhead with the
male whistling rather than quacking. I had
glimpsed an interesting pair of ducks twice
before earlier this spring, firstly where the Sul
borders Moor Copse and then by Peapits
Wood. Although I thought they may be
Mandarins, I could not be certain. However, in
mid-April there was no doubt. I clearly saw the
pair on the stream underneath the woodland
at the bottom of our garden. They were
indeed a male and female Mandarin.
A pair of Mandarin ducks

The male is spectacularly pretty, having
elaborate multicoloured plumage with dark
drooping crest, a white slash over the eye,
green nape, chestnut “whiskers” and orange
flanks. That is not all: the male also has two
orange “sails” standing on its back. The female
has a grey head and narrow white eyebrow.
She has a brown back and her underparts are
buff, heavily spotted cream. She may be
much duller than her mate, but she is still a
pretty little duck.
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Let us hope this pair stops with us and we can
look forward to a brood of youngsters. I will be
most disappointed if they are simply passing
through, like the Little Egret seen in January
apparently was. I am hopeful, firstly because
they are still here in mid April and secondly
because Mandarins prefer secluded,
undisturbed water next to open broadleaved
woodland, especially oak: exactly as we have
here in Sulham. Watch this space, perhaps!
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Sulham and Tidmarsh in WW2
As the war progressed more changes and events took
place in the two villages
by Jean Harland

During the early part of the war there was much military presence around the
two villages. The army for billeting soldiers requisitioned the Mill House and the
Old Grange in Tidmarsh. Not just for British soldiers but other nationalities that
were helping us to fight the war.
And of course when America joined forces with us who could forget the GIs.
They proved a delight to the youngsters as they always had plenty of sweeties
to give away and the slogan “Got any gum chum” was often heard.
Also too the young females were enchanted
with them, but not so our own fighting forces
especially if they were serving overseas and
rather resented them with their flash smart
uniforms, nylon stockings and cigarettes to
give away. As they remarked “They were over
paid, over sexed, and over here”.
Many girls in the area became GI brides and,
after the war, sailed off to America to begin a
new life, but not all found it the wonderful life
they had been promised. Sulham had just one
GI bride.
The army used Sulham woods, copses and
fields to train with mock battles using dummy
ammunition. The explosions were very realistic
so it was not unusual to find them jump the
garden fence and run through to the fields at
the back of our house. This did not go down
well with my grandmother who would shake
her fist at them for treading on the vegetables,
but as they told her on the way past “Sorry Ma
there’s a war on”. I guess they couldn’t worry
about a few old cabbages.
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I remember also some mornings as I cycled to
school finding at the end of Sulham Lane and
parked on the grass verges were army lorries,
tanks, Jeeps and other assorted war time
vehicles as they carried out their manoeuvres.
Set up in one of the fields would be their camp
kitchen and the smell of breakfast cooking was
lovely. Coming home again in late afternoon
they had all moved on and in a day or so
another lot would take their place.
Another event that took place happened one
Wednesday afternoon when a lone German
Dornier Plane decided to bomb Reading. It
was a bad raid with many killed. In some ways
it was lucky that it happened to be early
closing day or the casualties would have been
greater but many buildings took a direct hit.
Those in the line of fire were the Town Hall,
St Laurence Church, Wellsteads (now
Debenhams) and a well-known café called
The Peoples Pantry, which was busy with office
workers at the time.
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Sulham and Tidmarsh in WW2 (cont.)
I well remember being in school and hearing
the explosions as the bombs hit. Another sight
was seeing bullet holes from machine gun fire
on the roof and sides of the bus as it drew into
the bus stop in Pangbourne.
One final memory happened one evening
around nine o’clock. Suddenly we heard a
terrific explosion. This was strange, as no siren
had sounded. However, on venturing outside
the sky over Pangbourne was a brilliant red.
Several of the village men (father included)
got on their bikes and pedalled off in that
direction (probably not the wisest thing to do
as they knew not what it was).
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They returned with the news that a plane had
crashed and burst into flames in a field
between the Sulham Lane and Pangbourne. It
turned out to be a British plane from a nearby
wartime airfield on a night-time training
exercise. No bombs were on board but it was
carrying other ammunition, which on impact
was exploding. Sadly all seven members of
crew were killed.
Next time new residents join us and the war
drags on...
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Charity matters
Kirsty and Ross “Love Running” the Bristol 10k

For those of you who don't know us, I am Kirsty (from Tidmarsh) and Ross is my
boyfriend. Although we now live in Bristol we would like to ask for your support
in something that we think is very important and exciting.
Some of you will be aware that we are both a long way
from being regular runners! In fact, before training started
I was struggling to remember the last time I ran more than
a few yards. However, that didn’t stop us from being
persuaded into signing up to run the Bristol 10k.
We are joining an initiative called Love Running which is
organised by a partnership of churches in Bristol. There are
nearly 600 of us mad enough to take on this challenge
and between us we hope to raise over £120,000 for five
amazing charities. These are:
• World Vision in Zimbabwe - working to
relieve the suffering that occurs on a daily
basis in this country which has suffered
complete economic collapse and failure of
the basic infrastructure.

• St. Peter's Hospice - this is the only hospice
for terminally ill adults in Bristol, and it also
works to support the families of the patients.

• Stop the Traffik - it is estimated that there are
12.3 million people in forced labour
worldwide, with 2.4 million being the result
of human trafficking. This is effectively a
modern slave trade and this charity helps to
reduce the trafficking and helps those who
are trapped in this situation.

• The Noise - this charity focuses on
community regeneration in some of the
most deprived areas of the city.

• Crisis Centre - providing help and support to
the homeless population of Bristol.

This event is taking place on the 9th May and we would appreciate any donation that you feel
able to give.
We both have JustGiving pages which are easy and quick to use so please take 5 minutes to visit
either www.justgiving.com/kirstymustbemad or www.justgiving.com/rossperry.
We know that money is tight for everyone at the moment, but any small donation will help inspire
us to keep running and really will enable these charities to change lives.
Thank you so much,
Kirsty & Ross
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Charity matters (continued)
Local rowers run for good causes

Members of the Goring Gap Boat Club, one of the largest recreational rowing
clubs in the Thames Valley, will be turning out to run for their favourite charities
in the weeks ahead.
Tim Gill (in the cow suit) will run in the London
Marathon to raise money for Enham, an
Andover based charity supporting
opportunities for the disabled.

Meanwhile, Annie Cowen is in full training for
the Reading Half Marathon on 21st March to
raise funds for Great Ormond Street Hospital.

They follow hard on the heals of members Neil and Fenella Derbyshire who recently ran in the
Goring 10K in support of Breast Cancer Care.
If you would like to support or sponsor them, please visit the Club’s web site at
www.goringgapbc.org.uk for further details. Every penny we raise counts and makes every
painful mile easier to endure!

Parish Magazine
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Gardening matters
Purley Horticultural Society
by Marion Dabbs

Talks
On Wednesday 17 March, Mr Alec Burke gave
a very interesting talk and slide show on
“Growing and Exhibiting Daffodils and
Narcissus”. I hope the information given will
encourage plenty of entries for the Spring
Show this year or enthusiasm for next year.

Spring show
This was held in Purley Memorial Hall on
Saturday 10 April. The number of entries was
slightly down compared with last year, but the
judge was very impressed with the standard of
the show in view of the severe winter we have
had.
The Springs Farm Cup was won by Graham
Chapman. Other prize winners were Ray
Stuart, Janet Fagan, Ian Burn, Jim, Jacob and
Lydia Armstrong and Marion Dabbs.
The Committee were very pleased to see a
large number of members of the public
viewing the exhibits.

Trading
The Trading Store is open every Saturday and
Sunday between 10 am and 11 am until the
last Sunday in October.
Membership subscriptions for 2010 are now
due and at £2 for a year is tremendous value.
We stock peat-free compost, bird food and
feeders and most of your gardening
requirements.
You can buy items at the store (in Purley
Memorial car park) at lower prices than most
other sources and further savings can be
made on garden purchases at Collins of
Pangbourne, BSB Garden Machinery in Sulham
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Lane for new mowers, Englefield Garden
Centre (for plants only, not shrubs), Glenville
Nursery, Bradfield Southend and Newington
Nurseries, Newington on the A329 north of
Shillingford.
Please remember to show your membership
card at the start of the transaction as tills have
to be set to deduct discount in some outlets.
Catalogues for Sutton's seeds and plants are
available at the Trading Store.
Please come along to the store and see what
we stock.

Outing
The Society is organising a trip to Waterperry
Gardens, Near Wheatley, Oxon on Sunday
6 June. The cost will be £12 per person which
includes driver's tip and 50 people
participating.
Waterperry Gardens has, over the past 20
years, developed and grown beautiful trees,
shrubs and flowers, classical borders, modern
planting with secret corners and a long
courtyard garden. There is more information at
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk.
If you are interested in this outing, application
forms are available at the Trading Store or
contact Wendy Chapman on 0118 942 9067.
Details can also be obtained by visiting our
web site at http://www.purleyonthames.net/
index.php?page=phs

Plant Sale
This will be held on Saturday 8 May in Purley
Memorial Hall car park from 9 am until
11:30 am.
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Gardening matters (continued)
Bedding plants and various other plants will be
available. Please try and come along and
bring your friends as this helps the Society
financially.

RHS
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that
provides entry for paid up members to the RHS
Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr &

Hyde Hall for one member and one guest at a
special rate.
If you require further information or would like
the card, please contact Wendy Chapman
on 0118 942 9067.
I hope the summer of 2010 will be a successful
gardening season for you.

May and June in your garden
by Gillian Alderton

Support tall herbaceous plants whilst they are still small. Thin canes
and string works well but don’t tie the string too tight. The simplest
and cheapest method is to use twiggy sticks pushed into the soil
around the plant that requires support.
Feed daffodil clumps using a feed rich in potash - rose or tomato
feed is ideal.
In the vegetable garden sow courgettes, French beans (left) and
runner beans directly into the ground. Cover with a cut-off plastic
bottle to protect from slugs.
Young tomato plants can be planted out in the open now.

Well rotted manure

Well rotted manure can be collected from Mill Corner in Tidmarsh. Fill your own
bags. Contact Jenny on 07747 775 900.
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Pangbourne Heritage Group
Pangbourne - a snapshot of a century of change
by Lesley Crimp

Following our very successful 'Pangbourne at War' exhibition five years ago,
we are embarking on a new project. On 15 and 16 May in Pangbourne Village
Hall, we will be displaying the amount of new research that has been
undertaken in recent months, with the title 'Pangbourne - a Snapshot of a
Century of Change 1830 to 1930'.
The dates are not arbitrarily chosen; during
recent months we have been looking at how
Pangbourne grew as a village, from the time
when the Breedon family as landowners were
influential in every aspect of land use and
commercial development, to the break up of
the estate in 1894, and the diversity of
community life in the 1920s and 30s, as the
whole country recovered from the First World
War.
What is really exciting about this project is that
no one has researched these years in detail
before, and the pieces of the jigsaw are
gradually being fitted together. We have used
the word 'snapshot' because that is what we
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have endeavoured to show; aspects of village
life in film, photographs, maps, mementos and
much more.
The WI are providing a tea room throughout
both days of the exhibition, which will be an
attraction in itself. Come and support our
village venture; the hall will be open from
11am to 4pm on both days, and there will be
plenty of people on hand to show you around.
One of our hoped for outcomes is that many of
you will have your own memories to share with
us.
For further information, please contact Rosie
Nurick on 0118 984 2565.
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Church matters
Church of England
St Nicholas, Sulham

A big thank you to all the people who helped with the church spring clean
and churchyard tidy up in March at St Nicholas. Inside and out both look
lovely.
If you would like to get involved with helping to look after St Nicholas please contact Gill Haggarty
or Gillian Alderton.
If you would be able to help occasionally with the flowers that decorate the church throughout
the year please contact Joyce Ayerst. You don’t have to be a florist and all helpers are much
appreciated. St Nicholas church is always open and the flowers are enjoyed by many visitors.
Thieves have visited St Nicholas and stolen lead form the roof. Now, more than ever, we need
people to support church events like the quiz and fete to keep the church going. Please do join
in and support us whenever you can.
Regular services for St Nicholas are:
• Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each month at 11 am. Everyone of all ages is welcome.
• Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of each month at 6 pm.

St Laurence, Tidmarsh
On Sunday 13 June teas will be served from 2pm to 5pm in St Laurence churchyard when the
garden of the Tithe Barn will also be open.

Services
Everyone is welcome at St Nicholas, St Laurence and St James the Less church services. For full
service details, please see the church noticeboards.

Contact details
Church contact numbers are at the back of this magazine. You can email the rector at
Churchoffice@vodafone.net.

Roman Catholic church

Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne which has
Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by
arrangement.
For more information, please contact Father Benedict at Douai Abbey on 0118 971 5300 or see
www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Advertisements
Please support our advertisers and, when you contact them, mention that you
saw their advert in the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine.
If you would like to advertise here, please call Jenny Cope on 0118 984 3466 or send
an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
Prices for one year:
Full page advert - £100
Half page advert - £60
Quarter page advert - £35

Prices for six months:
Full page advert - £50
Half page advert - £30
Quarter page advert - £17.50

We can design your advertisement for you for an additional, one-off fee of £10!
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Useful contacts
Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew Street, Newbury.... 01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ... 0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president)..... 0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury ................. 0118 984 2928
Church wardens
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard......................... 0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard.............................. 0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Deanery synod representatives
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051
Ian Busby ....................................... 0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn...................................... 0118 984 2129
To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon ................................... 01491 671 440
Graham Beckett........................... 0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby .................................. 0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn....................................... 0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe............................ 0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner .......................................................
Tidmarsh representatives
Colin Limb...................................... 0118 984 2635
Susan Worthington ....................... 0118 984 2937

38

Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty................................. 0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Anne Bolam .................................. 0118 942 1020
Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Martin Salter (Labour) .................. 0118 954 6782
Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280
Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................ 07766 692 235
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson.............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194

Libraries

Pangbourne.................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne . 0118 984 2234
NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury).... 01635 42400
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Useful contacts (continued)
Parish magazine committee

Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820
Margaret Truscott......................... 0118 984 4194

Police

Emergencies ................................................... 999
All non-emergencies................... 0845 8 505 505

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50
Bus travel
Reading Buses ............................... 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses .............................. 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988

Scouts and girl guides

Beavers, Simon Pickett................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock.............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee

Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings) .......... 07909 114 213

West Berkshire District
Council

Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ...................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but
the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason. The editor
accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.
Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com by 15 June at the latest.
Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine,
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that
may occur.
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