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Editorial
Welcome to the May/June issue of the magazine.
Well we certainly can’t complain about the
weather over the past few weeks can we?
What a fantastic start to the summer (let’s
just hope that wasn’t it!) I am sure I am not
the only one who has had to resort to
watering to ensure new crops of vegetables
survive. The warm weather has brought the
trees into blossom and leaf really early and
it’s given a huge boost to new planting. The
Easter weekend did not disappoint weatherwise – fine weather for Easter egg hunts and
the like. Here at Mill Corner we had an
Easter Egg hunt (the only problem was
keeping the eggs from melting in the hot
sun!) and Pony Races on Easter Saturday
which was great fun for everyone who took
part.
As many of you know, my daughter and her
friends ride out from Mill Corner up towards
Sulham Hill and to do this, they have no
alternative but to go on the road. Traffic
continues to travel far too fast along Mill
Lane/Sulham Hill albeit mostly adhering to
the ‘speed limit’ which is 50mph!! This seems
to me to be completely at odds with the
speed limits imposed on other roads and I
would like lobby the Highways department
to put signs up ‘Quiet Lane’ and signs
advising speeding motorists that they are
quite likely to encounter a horse and rider
around the next bend! Three weeks ago a
car ploughed through the fence by Moor
Copse simply because it was going too
fast. It is only a matter of time before an

accident occurs with a horse and rider. I
would be most interested to hear any
views on this and whether there is any
support out there? Please email me on
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk with your
thoughts.
In my column last issue I mentioned the
support we are to receive from the Parish
Council in terms of a financial
contribution. Just to be clear, this support
does not start until May and will not
actually finance the magazine and we
will still rely heavily on our advertisers to
make the magazine viable. Personally, I
would also be most grateful to continue
to receive the £3 per household
donation as this takes the pressure off me
to actually go out and sell advertising!
Can I stress that the magazine is put
together by volunteers who give a huge
amount of their time for free. I don’t think
£3 per annum per household is very
much to ask and it would be nice to
continue to receive it to ensure we can
develop the magazine and go from
strength to strength. I have so many
lovely comments that I am in no doubt
that many of you enjoy reading it.

Jenny Cope
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
or 0774 777 5900

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the
magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views
expressed in such submissions.
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Dates for your diary
Village walks
On the first Friday of each month...

Book club reviews

Village walks leave from Tidmarsh
Village Hall at 9.30 on the first Friday of
the month. The routes are not hard and
the pace is not too fast, walks usually
last for 1.5-2hours. Everyone is
welcome.

Wednesday 4 May 8pm

Coffee morning
Tidmarsh Village Hall
These are held on the first Friday of the
month from 11am to 12noon.
There is a village walk that takes place
prior to this (weather permitting).

Next dates are, Friday 6th May
and Friday 3rd June.

Village bike rides
There will be easy bike rides leaving
from Sulham church on Friday May 6th
at 17.30 and Monday May 16th at
12.30. If you would like more
information before coming on a ride
please call Gillian on 9842729.

Hall of sound
On the last Friday of each month...
...there is a music evening held in
Pangbourne Village Hall. The music is
performed by an ever-changing line
up of talented singers and musicians of
all ages and is always very varied. Bring
your own drinks and have a really
enjoyable evening not too far from
home! All ages are welcome. For more
information, or if you would like to take
part in future events, go to
www.hallofsound.co.uk.
Parish Magazine

Please come along if you are interested in
reading. New members are welcome to
join in and discussion is very informal.
We will be discussing A Handful of Dust by
Evelyn Waugh at Margaret Pawson’s
house. More information available from
Alison Boyland on 0118 984 5202 and
Gillian Alderton on 0118 984 2729.

Plant Sale.
Saturday 7th May from 10am to 1pm
at Tidmarsh Village Hall
Come and browse at a selection of
bedding plants and shrubs. These are
supplied by a local nursery and the hall
receives commission from the sales.

Village Fete 6 August
The Sulham and Tidmarsh Fete will be held
on August the 6th in the gardens of Sulham
House by kind permission of the Scutt
family. Keep the date free, tell your friends
and remember it is never too early to
volunteer to help or to suggest new ideas.
Contact Gillian 9842729 or Gill 9844122.
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SUMMER FETE
2-5pm
August 6th 2011
at
SULHAM HOUSE
Attractions will include

Fun Dog Show
Pangbourne Silver band
Pimms Bar
Beer Tent
BBQ
Traditional stalls
plus many more
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Village Hall News
by Ann Robertson
The Skittles Night on Saturday 12th March went well. A Manor Farm Lane team
achieved the highest score. Thank you to all who attended.
There will be a Plant Sale on Saturday 7th May from 10am. Come and browse at the
selection of bedding plants and shrubs supplied by a local nursery. The hall benefits
from commission earned on the sales.

Hiring the village hall
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire for £10 per hour. For
information on availability and booking, please contact Denise Randell on
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

FETE DAY
Fete day this year will be held by kind permission of the Scutt family at Sulham House
on August 6th 2-5pm.
The Fete is a great day for bringing the two village communities together. Many
people have already volunteered but there are a few of the traditional stalls still
needing help, even an hour of your time would be gratefully received. If you would
like to volunteer please contact any of the following:Gill Haggarty 9844122

Jennifer Nutt 9842370

Gillian Alderton 9842729

Pauline Ross 9845432

Help is always needed to move fete tables and erect gazebos on the night before
the fete and at the close of fete day. If you are able to help, please meet outside
Sulham church on Friday August 5th at 18.00. Many hands make light work!
The proceeds from Fete day will be equally divided between the churches of St
Laurence in Tidmarsh and St Nicholas in Sulham. The money will be used to help with
the running and maintenance costs of both churches.

FLOWER FESTIVAL
During The Fete St Nicholas Church will host a ‘Summer Holiday’ themed flower
festival. If you would like to make an arrangement for this please contact Joyce
Ayerst on 9845852.
Arrangements don’t need to be grand or formal, all contributions will be very
welcome. Flowers will be on show again during the thanksgiving service to be held on
Sunday August 7th at 3pm. Handbell ringers will play at this service.
Parish Magazine
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New Arrivals
Congratulations to Rhian and Chris Ogden from Sulham who have
just had a baby boy named Tristan.
Welcome to Hannah Bignell who has recently moved into Garden
Cottage, Sulham.

A very warm welcome to the new Bishop of Reading, The
Right Reverend Andrew Proud
We recently welcomed Andrew Proud, the third Bishop of Reading
to be living in Tidmarsh. He and his wife Janice began to set up
their home at Bishops House, Tidmarsh Lane in April. He was
installed in his new office at a ceremony on 16th April at Reading
Minster Church.
Bishop Andrew Proud was until
recently the Anglican Bishop of
Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa, an
area where he spent nine years. His
work there included helping refugees
from Southern Sudan, Djibouti and
visiting Somaliland to meet with a
small number of Christians, who
because of the danger to them
personally, cannot openly celebrate
their faith.
He oversaw an expansion in
Anglicanism in Western Ethiopia, as
churches grew there from 8 in 2002 to
53 today.
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His role as Bishop of Reading is one of the
three area bishops in the Diocese of
Oxford, and his own Reading Episcopal
area covers the Old Berkshire authority
areas, stretching from the present South
Oxfordshire, through Reading to West
Berkshire and South and Eastwards to
Bracknell, Windsor and Maidenhead.
We wish Bishop Andrew and Janice many
happy years in Tidmarsh
John Butler

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Local planning applications
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the
Tidmarsh and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these
planning applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire
Council web site at:
Application Ref.

Address

Proposal

11/00779/COND1

Willow Tree
Cottage Mill Lane
Tidmarsh

Extension to kitchen and enlargement of
chimney breast, repairs to existing chimney
stack.

11/00096/HOUSE

16 Strachey Close
Tidmarsh
RG8 8EP

Single and two storey extensions to rear
elevation; associated alterations to
fenestration and existing chimney stack.

10/03097/LBC

Sunny Brook
Tidmarsh
RG8 8ER

External and internal refurbishment/alteration
to Sunnybrook to include re-roofing, new
windows and doors, refurbishment/
replacement to floor tiles.

Parish Magazine

7

CHEAPER HEATING
OIL?
I am investigating the benefits of and interest in possibly setting up or joining
a local buying group for the purchase of buying Heating Oil for our homes in
the Tidmarsh & Sulham Area.
It seems that this may be the answer to getting

Lower Bulk Purchase prices
and a more stable delivery service.
In order to pursue this idea, I need to know who and how many would be
interested in joining and secondly whether anyone is already part of or has
knowledge of such a group, in order that I can look into the benefits and
pitfalls.
Please give John Butler a call or e-mail
if you are interested or have any information.
Telephone 0118 9842621 or email Butlers@waitrose.com
Sulham Farm Cows
Get in line!
What line?
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Sulham Farm News
The past month has been very busy on the farm. The warm and dry
weather in March and early April has allowed us to carry out work in the
fields without interruption. As this article goes to press in mid April we have
had no appreciable rain for the past six weeks. It has been reported that it
was the driest March in the South-East for the last fifty years. I can only
hope that writing such comments will prompt a deluge or rain by the time
the magazine arrives at your door.
The crop we planted in March was barley
which is aimed at producing malt for beer
production. This is now in need of several
April showers. The crops planted last
September and October came through the
winter showing great promise. They were
protected from the extremely low
temperatures in December by a covering of
snow. They are now growing rapidly but the
application of fertiliser needs moisture so that
these nutrients can reach the root structure
and be taken up by the plants. You will now
have seen the fields beside Tidmarsh Lane
come into bright yellow flowers. This is a crop
of Oilseed Rape which will be used to
produce vegetable oil.

My job of marketing the grain is made
difficult with volatile prices which are
confused by brokers trading in these “soft
commodities” and which at times has little to
do with supply and demand. This trading
speculation is something we have to learn to
live with but does make trading that much
more difficult for all concerned, not least the
grower.

To return to things more under my control we
have now turned all the cattle out into the
fields. There is nothing more pleasing after a
long winter of feeding and bedding stock
twice a day than opening the gate and
letting them out onto grass in sunshine in
April. During the winter hay and silage for
This spring we have ploughed and planted
some farmers started to run out but
some fields which have been out of
fortunately our stocks proved more than
production for a number of years and which adequate. We have now started calving
were left fallow. We are no longer obliged to and so far have 11 calves. During the winter
leave field’s fallow which was part of The
the cows were all scanned to see if they
Common Agricultural Policy to reduce
were in calf and they had 100% success so
production. We now have an expanding
we are expecting 35 calves in total.!
world population which has a need for food.
We look forward to welcoming everyone on
I am sure everyone knows how much their
the Farm Walk , please see details in this
shopping bill has risen as the price of bread
magazine.
and other food products have increased
during the past year. The price of our crops
has also benefited as demand exceeded
supply.

Parish Magazine
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Sulham Farms
Invite you to a
FARM WALK
SATURDAY 4TH JUNE
MEET SULHAM FARMHOUSE 2.00 PM
Guided walk
See and ask questions on cattle, crops and environmental features on the farm

Walk should take approx. 2 hours
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear dependent on the weather
Please RSVP
John Haggarty
0118 9844122 or haggarty@farmline.com
so we can plan for numbers
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Police Parish Update March 2011
Explosions in Tidmarsh
Some of the residents may have been alarmed by the recent explosions in the fields to
the rear of Strachey Close. It was first thought that badger culling was going on but this
was not the case.
It would appear that Sulham Estates were using explosive pigeon scarers, which were
set on a timer to protect the rapeseed that had been planted. The Estate Manager
said that prior to using this method, he had tried using mechanical scarers in the fields,
but they had been stolen.
He agreed that he would re-set the timer for the explosions to make them more
resident friendly and that the explosions would stop altogether in the next month or
so. .
NB The culling of badgers is strictly illegal. There is NO circumstance in which a
license would be issued for this purpose. If badgers are killed intentionally or not
whilst culling rabbits it is highly likely that the offender, if reported, will be prosecuted
and receive a hefty fine or even a prison sentence.

Patrols
Following the break in at the church and the village hall some weeks ago, I have
been checking these areas on a regular basis at different times of the day and in the
late evening as often as I can. During the day it would appear that my presence on
the bike does have an affect in slowing down the traffic, which is always useful. Using
the bike also enables me to have a good look at who is about and what they are up
to.
If you suspect anything suspicious in you village, please call the non emergency
number on 08458 505 505 or for a crime in progress call 999.

‘Have Your Say Meetings’
Come along to the Village Hall and meet a member of your local Police Team. If you
wish to discuss any crime related or Council issues, please call in and we will do our best
to help you.
The dates scheduled are as follows:
Friday 8th April 4-5 p.m
Friday 10th June 4-5 p.m
Friday 12th August 4-5 p.m.
Friday 14th October 4-5 p.m
Friday 25th November 4-5 p.m

Parish Magazine
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Police Parish Update Contd
Fly Tipping
I have had a few calls and emails from concerned residents relating to fly tipping. It
would appear that since the Council have re-introduced refuse charges, that the
problem has become much worse.
I have taken the information below from the West Berkshire Council website for your
information. It would help the Council if they were to receive Registration numbers of
vehicles seen dumping rubbish.
Fly tipping is the illegal dumping of any waste on to land or sites unauthorised to
accept waste.
West Berkshire Council is responsible for the investigation and, if appropriate, the
subsequent removal of fly tipped material on public land. The responsibility for
material fly-tipped on private land rests with the land owner or land manager.
Anyone caught fly tipping could be liable to prosecution facing fines of up to £50,000
or 5 years imprisonment.
Items that have been fly tipped can include any refuse/bulky material that has been
left on the highway or land without the owner's permission. These items can pose a
danger to the public and are often unsightly and therefore need to be removed
quickly. Therefore it is West Berkshire's policy to remove fly tips as soon as possible.
There are dedicated response crews on call to remove fly tipped waste or carry out
litter picking work in hot spot areas.
Fly-tipped items may include builders rubble, carpeting, furniture and household
accessories (fridges, freezers, cookers) and any other items of refuse. They may also
include chemicals or other polluting materials which are potentially harmful to the
environment and waterways.
If you wish to report some fly tipped rubbish on highway land or other Council land in
West Berkshire please click on Customer Services reporting form or contact Customer
Services. For information on fly tipping on private land please see downloads.

Duty of Care
Residents should be aware that under legislation that came into force in 2005, they
have a 'Duty of Care' to ensure that any rubbish not collected from them as part of a
Council service must be collected by a business or person licensed to carry waste.
Anyone who takes waste away from your home has to be a registered waste carrier.
if you have any doubt, check with the Environment Agency for an instant Waste
Carrier Validation Check.
If your rubbish is found fly tipped and traced back to you, you will be held
responsible. You could face a fine of up to £5,000.
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Millennium Green
Tidmarsh Millennium Green Hedge
The work carried out recently on the boundary hedge on the Green cannot have
escaped notice. From the time of its planting at the Millennium it was always the
Trustees’ intention that at the appropriate stage of its growth the hedge would be
“laid”.
Without management the hedge would continue to grow upwards and outwards
gradually becoming thinner at the base. Laying encourages the shrubs to regenerate,
become thick and bushy and be a haven for many varieties of wildlife. It also
preserves an old rural craft.
With regular trimming the laid hedge will last in good order for up to fifty years. There
are over thirty different styles of laying arising mostly from local tradition, the type of
hedging and the function of the hedge, as boundary, stockproofing whether for cattle
or sheep etc.
As a boundary hedge this has been laid in the South of England style with regularly
spaced stakes and the brush on either side. We are fortunate that in the district there
is a family of accomplished hedgers; Clive Leeke has been laying hedges for some
thirty years and having trained his son, Greg has been continuing the tradition for the
last seven years.
The Trustees are confident that this hedge now enhances the appearance of the
Green and, as the specimen trees grow, will continue to do so for many years. The
project was funded by the Parish Council from the Developer Contribution (section
106) arising from the building of the Tidmarsh Grange apartments.
The Trustees
Tidmarsh Millennium Green

Parish Magazine
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Moor Copse Nature Reserve
The winter has been particularly busy at
Moor Copse, with work from just about
every member of the Berkshire staff,
voluntary groups and the small matter
of over 100 members of the public,
taking part.
The biggest piece of work was the
planting of 3,500 new trees, in 1.5ha of
the eastern end of the ex-arable field,
as part of a project to link two pieces of
ancient woodland, and thereby giving
species more chance to move around
and for their populations to be more
genetically robust. The start was
delayed by the frozen ground in
December, but from late December
and in to January and February this year
a frenzy of tree planting took place.
Native species, matching those in the
woods adjacent were used and the
opportunity was taken to “design in”
new rides and a scrubby, wavy
woodland edge, which should benefit
birds and butterflies quite quickly. The
woodland itself will only take shape over
decades, but should last on into the
future.
Other works include two newly
coppiced plots, one in Park wood and
one in Moor Copse itself and continued
ride widening in Hogmoor Copse and
Horsemoor Wood. Another major piece
of work was the opening of the Sulham
Brook, by removal of a strip of tree cover
adjacent to Moor Copse. With the
shading removed aquatic vegetation
has already begun to flourish in the
brook, we will wait and see whether the
fragile population of water voles on the
Sulham Estate land just south of the
Tidmarsh Lane will be able to expand
south. If this is successful we will consider
carrying on thebrook restoration, further
south, adjacent to Horsemoor Copse
14

now begun monitoring mink on the Pang
and Sulham Brook, and if we find signs of
the water voles biggest, unnatural,
predator we will begin trapping.
From the early spring we have put our
ponies and some dexter cattle onto the
pasture fields at Moor Copse to try and
improve the sward for flowers. These will
stay for a month or more to remove the first
flush of grass growth and hopefully with the
competition gone more wildflowers will
become established and provide nectar
for insects.
Finally, a terrific re-discovery from Hogmoor
Copse, is the native and threatened Hazel
Dormouse. No animals have been seen,
but unmistakeably nibbled nuts were found
in two locations; and as result we have
altered the coppice management
rotation, to manage the woods more
sensitively for this beautiful species.
As I write spring is well underway, and I
urge you to visit the woods in the coming
weeks to see wood anemones, primroses,
violets and in the next few weeks, blue
carpets where brown winter leaf litter has
been swamped.
Any questions or comments are very
welcome to me at the BBOWT Berkshire
Office, tel 01628 829574, or via email
andycoulson-phillips@bbowt.org.uk
Andy Coulson-Phillips, Berkshire Reserves
Manager
Tidmarsh with Sulham

Gardening Matters
Purley Horticultural Society

Marion Dabbs Tel 942 2349

Spring Show
The Society held a successful Show in Purley Memorial Hall on Saturday, 9 April. We
had over 130 entries and considering the recent warm weather, the Committee were
pleased with the number of daffodils and narcissus exhibited. Graham Chapman won
the Springs Farm Cup for gaining most points at the Show.
Talks
On Wednesday, 16th March David Taylor gave the Society a very interesting talk on
Pelargoniums and Geraniums and had various plants for sale. I found it very
informative and hope everyone enjoyed the evening.
Trading
The Store in the Memorial Hall car park is now open and will remain open from 10am 11am every Saturday and Sunday until the end of October. Membership subscriptions
for 2011 are now due and at £2 is tremendous value. Catalogues for Sutton's Seeds
are available at the Store. Savings on garden purchases can be made at Collins of
Pangbourne, BSB Garden Machinery, Sulham Lane for new mowers, Glenville
Nurseries, Bradfield Southend and Newington Nurseries, Newington on the A329 road,
north of Shillingford. Please remember to show your membership card at the start of
the transaction as tills have to be set to deduct discount in some outlets.

Plant Sale
The Annual Plant Sale will take place in the Memorial Hall Car Park on Saturday, 7
May from 9.30am until 11.30am. Bedding plants and various other plants will be
available. Please try and come along and bring your friends as this helps the
Society financially.
Outings
Wendy Chapman is organizing a trip to Capel Manor, Enfield for members of the
Society on Sunday, 5th June, cost £16. If you would like more details, please
contact Wendy on 9429067.
R.H.S.
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members
to the R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one
member and one guest at a special rate. If you require further information or
would like the card, please contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.`
Parish Magazine
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Gardening Matters (Continued)
A year in your garden

May-June

Gillian Alderton

It is a good idea to support tall herbaceous plants whilst they are small. Bamboo canes
and string work well for bushy plants and simple twiggy sticks left over from pruning
can support smaller plants.
Don’t forget to give spring bulbs some feed as they build up for next year.
June is the month to prune spring flowering shrubs, weigelia and philadelphus for
example are best pruned immediately after flowering. Look for older branches that
have flowered and cut these out, avoid new wood that will flower next year.
If you are having trouble tackling weeds such as ground elder or
nettles now is a good time to spray carefully with glyphosate
weedkiller, this works by being absorbed through the plants leaves
and killing the roots. It is important that it only touches the plants
you want to kill, in crowded borders painting a little onto the
leaves with a brush works well.

LIFE ON THE SUL April 2011 Richard Thomas
No sign of the little egret this spring, sad to say, but the pair of Mandarin ducks are still
around although seen fairly infrequently. Let us hope that they are as successful as the
local mallards and moorhens and produce a brood this year. If they do they will have
to watch out very carefully and not be taken by surprise as we recently were.
For the last couple of years we have had an occasional sighting of a young pike. With
the brook having dried up last summer we did not expect to see it again, but nature
produces many surprises. This spring we have had a pair of young pike. No doubt they
will be delighted to catch young ducklings or moorhen chicks, particularly after they
have finished hoovering up the tadpoles.
Speaking of tadpoles, this year we seem to have more young
frogs and toads than for some years, in spite of last winter being
harder than recently usual. I do hope we can look forward to a
bumper crop of grass snakes and even a repetition of the single
adder that Rosemary saw in the garden last year. For real icing on
the cake I long for the day when John Haggerty has been so successful in
encouraging the return of water voles that they spread downstream to us.
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TIDMARSH & SULHAM

SUMMER SUPPER
Friday 24th June
7.30 for 8.00pm
at Sulham Farm (by Sulham Church)
(courtesy of Sulham Estate)

FOUR COURSES
£12.50 per head
Bring your own cutlery, plates, glass, napkin and chair

Bring your own drink (water provided)

Queries (and dietary needs) to rosemaryandrichardthomas@btopenworld.com or
0118 9845740

Reservations, with payment and contact details to:

Richard Thomas, Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham Lane, Sulham RG8 8EA

(cheque payable to R J M Thomas)

by reservation only : numbers limited to 60 : book early
Parish Magazine
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Restaurant Review
THE SPRING AT SULHAMSTEAD by Richard Thomas
We don't always want fine dining so in
early April we went to The Spring on the A4
at Sulhamstead looking for something a
little more simple. That is exactly what we
had for The Spring is rather like a town pub
set in the countryside. Hearty pub fare is
offered in the big open plan bar on the
ground floor. There is a restaurant upstairs
but the menu offered there is very similar
and very much reminded us of going out
to eat in the 1960s.
have It was not a long wait but things would
no doubt be different on a busy weekend.
We had a lovely greeting from a very
cheerful young waitress/barmaid who was Rosemary started with aubergine fritters (£5)
doing a good job running the front of
and then had a fish pie (£9). We couldn't
house single-handed. However, she was
help wondering whether the fritters really
badly let down in one very important
were home-made as claimed but Rosemary
respect. I had intended to have a draught did find her fish pie to be full of salmon and
cider but it was sold out. My second
cod although rather on the wet side. I started
choice of one of the draught beers ran out with calamari rings in a beautifully light
while she was pouring it. My third choice of tempura batter (£6) followed by steak and
a draught beer was also sold out! My
ale pie (£9.80): so that is where the ale had
suggestion that she kick her boss met with gone! With the large slice of meaty pie I was
hers that she was about to kill him!
given a colourful dish or four different
We were sorry not to have taken our
grandchildren to The Spring for there was
an excellent selection of seven different
choices on the kids menu, or even nine if
you count a bowl of chips or garlic bread
with cheese (for the smellier child?).

vegetables in addition to potato mash:
Hearty pub fare indeed; nothing very fancy
but good straightforward pub food at
straightforward prices with no 99p in sight.

You can't miss The Spring. It is on the A4 next
to the turning to Sulhamstead, painted a
The menu warns that you may have to wait most garish yellow. If a hearty pub meal is
for your meal for it claims that each dish is what you want that is what you will get at The
Spring without having to go too far to get it.
separately prepared. By that I presume
that it isn't kept warm: a dangerous
practice too often encountered. There was
a good selection of filled baguettes, but
doubting that the readers of this magazine
wish to have them described, we risked a
wait.
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Goring Gap Boat Club
Goring Gap Boat Club News
IMPORTANT NEWS: Change of date
for Goring and Streatley Regatta to
23 July 2011
Plans are progressing well for this
year’s regatta, taking place on 23rd
July, which has a theme of Wind in the
Willows. In addition to the usual
attractions of the funfair, giant slide,
music by Goring Unplugged, a variety
of food options and the ever popular
bar plus of course the rowing events,
this year there will be a variety of
events and activities focused on the
Wind in the Willows theme. We hope
that regatta regulars will welcome the
introduction of Toad, Ratty, Badger
and Mole to the regatta this year and
will join in the activities. Children at
local schools will be invited to submit a
painting on the theme of Wind in the
Willows and the winning entry will be
used to illustrate this year’s regatta
programme. Entries will be on display
at the regatta.
Crew entries are open from 2nd May
and numbers are limited so apply
soon online at
www.goringgapbc.org.uk

Waterways Trust grant
The Goring Gap Boat Club are indebted to
the Waterways Trust for a grant which has
enabled the purchase of a cover for a new
gig, a launching trolley, a boat trailer and
seven new life jackets. This is the second
grant the club has received from the Trust,
the first enabled the club to start it’s
family/touring section with the purchase of
a gig to add to our fleet at Pangbourne
and the second has achieved the purpose
of expanding these activities by renovating
a second gig and a rowing dinghy at our
second site (punting facility) at The Swan
Hotel in Streatley.
This enables greater access to the river for
a wider spectrum of the community. By
providing stable, easy to row craft we hope
to encourage people of all ages to enjoy
the river. Many of our members have
children and we’d like to provide a means
by which the whole family can access the
river together.
Touring is an activity that the club would
like to promote, be it a weekend camping
trip or a longer expedition. This is a great
way to encourage team working, visit new
areas of the Thames and build relationships
with other clubs.

Rowing challenge
A GGBC member recently achieved success in a rowing challenge (number of
metres rowed in one minute) at the British Leisure show at Windsor race course. Karen
Ruffler, Secretary of GGBC, beat all other competitors in the Women’s over 16
category to win with a score of 294 metres. Proceeds from the event went to support
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines.
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Church matters
Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham
The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which
the Christian community gather for worship.
The oldest is medieval St Laurence i
Tidmarsh where a lively family worship
is held on the first Sunday of each
month.

contribute regularly to the mission of the
Church serving the people in our villages.

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful
Victorian estate church and is very
popular for weddings and baptisms.

• Family service on the 1st Sunday of
each month at 11 am.
• Family communion is held on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 11 am.

St James the Less in Pangbourne is our
largest church and can seat 300
people for our community events.
Weekly worship begins with Prayer
Book Holy Communion in the early
morning followed by Sunday at Ten
contemporary worship for all ages.
Each church has other services on a
monthly pattern including a variety of
evening services from Prayer Book to
Contemporary, Quiet to lively Praise.
We are a worshipping community
committed to the Word of God and
being in Communion. We follow
preaching series, keep the church
seasons and celebrate Holy
Communion three times weekly.
We welcome visitors, we invite all to
join us in worship, we teach and
baptise those seeking Christian faith
and would like to encourage all
members of the Church of England to
For full service details, please see the
church noticeboards.

Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh

Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham
• Family service on the 3rd Sunday of
each month at 11 am.
• Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of
each month at 6 pm.

St Nicholas Church
The permission to repair the crumbling
plaster in the vestry has at last been
granted and by the time this magazine
is out work will be well underway. The St
Nicholas committee would like to thank
everyone who over the past three years
has helped us to raise the money
needed to do this vital restoration.
St Nicholas church is always open so
please feel free to visit.
Many thanks to all who helped with the
spring churchyard tidy up.

Your Roman Catholic church
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe
Road, Pangbourne which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at
9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by arrangement.
For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on 0118 971
5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Book Review
Anne Tyler - Ladder Of Years reviewed by Alison Boyland
This book was intriguing right from the start. Not all of us warmed to the main character Delia
aged 40 whose grown up family had not quite flown the nest. She understandably feels
invisible and no longer needed and this leads her to walk away from her family whilst on
holiday. She almost does this unintentionally and with little thought to the consequences of her
actions.
Whilst some of us could empathise it was hard to understand how she could leave her children
and simply start up a new life. It was frustrating that her husband didn’t just go and try to work
things out or why she didn’t just go back and sort things out for herself. Instead she becomes
needed in a new family's life. By doing so she was clearly going to have to let one of the
families down which did seem unjust. A family wedding forces her into a position whereby she
has to choose which family.
The ending seems premature and leaves you feeling "undone" and unclear about how you
feel about Delia. Overall though a clever gripping and thought provoking book that didn't win
many of our hearts.
Please feel free to come and join us for the Book Club Soirees to Come;
A Handful of Dust by Evelyn Waugh at Magaret Pawson's House
Wednesday 800pm 4th May
079735042400
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese at Alison Boyland's house
Wednesday 8oopm 15th june
9845202
Engleby by Sebastian Faulks at Gillian Alderton's House
Thursday 800pm 22nd September 9842729
plus an additional summer read to be chosen by Richard and Judy!

Advertisements
PREMIER GARDENS & FENCING

adyquick@yahoo.co.uk www.premiergardens.biz
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PR Motors
We can
Collect and deliver your car free of charge
Do all routine servicing
Carry out any repairs
Supply, fit and balance tyres
MOT on the premises (while you wait if you like)
Read fault codes to the same spec as many main agents
Recover most vehicles

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We are

We work on

Competitively priced

All cars

Efficient

Quads

Friendly

Horse lorries

Local

Trailers
Commercial vehicles
We have more than 1600 customers—why not join them?

0118 984 4889

26

www.prmotors.biz

RG8 8HG

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Advertisements (continued)

Parish Magazine

27

Advertisements (continued)

28

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Advertisements (continued)

Parish Magazine

29

dvertisements (continued)

30

Tidmarsh with Sulham

dvertisements (continued)

Parish Magazine

31

Advertisements (continued)
L.K. PROPERTY SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,
REFURBISHMENTS
AND CONSTRUCTION
EXTENSIONS & BUILDING ALTERATIONS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING & HEATING
LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCING & DRAINAGE
WOOD FLOORING, CARPENTRY & DECORATING
BRICK WORK, PLASTERING, FLOOR / WALL TILING
CALL LEE KEELER
Tel: 01635 579656 (Compton) Mobile: 07710 380408
WEBSITE www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS
COURTEOUS SERVICE
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED
ESTABLISHED 1992
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C L E A N AN D T I D Y
DUSTING. HOOVERING.
POLISHING. IRONING.
SPRING CLEANS
REGULAR OR ONE-OFF
VISITS
CRB Checked

Catherine
Cat by name...
Clean & Tidy by nature
Tel 0118 9624571
Email

Parish Magazine

cathybagniuk@aol.com
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The Floor Store
Carpet – Wood – Karndean – Vinyl
•
•
•
•
•

Free Estimating Service
Samples to your Home
Expert Fitting Service
Domestic and Commercial
Insurance Work

Call Rob on 07872 468491 or 0800 022 4990
We have the expertise, experience and the team to make
everything easy for, the most important person, you our
Customer.
From selection advice to the fitting – our commitment is to make
life as easy as possible for you.
When you call us, you are calling a Family Business with
combined experience, in the Flooring Trade, of more than 85
years.

Visit us at: www.thefloorstore.org
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Useful contacts
Advice and support

Tidmarsh representative
Susan Worthington........................0118 984 2937

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Sulham representatives
Bartholomew Street, Newbury ... 01635 516 605
Gill Haggarty..................................0119 984 4122
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Gillian Alderton .............................0118 984 2729
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ... 0118 984 4586 Judith Sumner ........................................................

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president) .... 0118 984 2619

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman ..............0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary................0118 984 3666

Government
Ecclesiastical

MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative) .......0118 945 4881

Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh
Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury ................. 0118 984 2928 Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ......0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) .........0118 967 8280
Church wardens
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636 Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Edward Goddard ......................... 0118 984 2702 Mike Broun (chairman) ................0118 984 3114
Julia Sheppard .............................. 0118 956 1820 Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ...0118 984 2619
Jennifer Nutt .................................. 0118 984 2370 Jo Wheeler (clerk).........................07766 692 235
Jon Chishick ...................................0118 984 3666
Deanery synod representatives
Jim Hutchinson ..............................0118 984 1860
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051
Mirian Kennet ................................0118 984 5194
Ian Busby........................................ 0118 984 2327
Steven Webb .................................0118 984 4194
Lucy Heyn ...................................... 0118 984 2129
To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon.................................... 01491 671 440 Libraries
Graham Beckett ........................... 0118 984 4456 Pangbourne...................................0118 984 4117
Chris Dobby ................................... 0118 941 7759 Newbury .........................................01635 519 900
Luci Heyn ....................................... 0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe ............................ 0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner ........................................................

Parish Magazine

37

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne. 0118 984 2234
NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office .............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury) ... 01635 42400

Parish magazine committee
Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
John Butler..................................... 0118 984 2621
Alan Maskell .................................. 0118 984 5326
Jennifer Nutt .................................. 0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard.............................. 0118 956 1820

Police
Emergencies ....................................................999
All non-emergencies .................. 0845 8 505 505

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50
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Bus travel
Reading Buses ................................ 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses ............................... 01635 567500
Thames Travel...............................01491 837988
Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett ................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire .................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock .............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee
Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138

West Berkshire District Council
Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ....................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111

Tidmarsh with Sulham

If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
Prices for one year:

Prices for six months:

Full page – £100 Full page – £50
Half page – £60 Half page – £30
Quarter page – £35

Quarter page – £17.50

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee
of up to £25. Please send your advert details or changes to alanrmaskell@hotmail.com
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