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Editorial
Welcome to the May/ June 2012 issue of the magazine!
As I predicted in the January/February
issue – we are indeed asking for help!
The Village Fete will soon be upon us
and all offers of help either on the day,
with the setting up or clearing away
would be greatly appreciated. It does
not require a huge commitment – even
an hour is of value!

Finally as I write we are having some
much-need rain! Everything is looking
greener already! I have never been
one for hose pipes so the ban has not
really affected me but the rain certainly
saves me time as it is doing a perfect
job of watering my newly sown vegetables.

As always, we look forward to receiving
If you are able to help with the erection
articles and information from you to
of marquees (which will take place a
include in your magazine!
week or so before the fete) please
email jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or call
Jenny Cope
me on 0774 777 5900 and I will let you
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or
know the date we will be doing the
0774 777 5900
heavy stuff!
The Village Fete will, once again, be
held here at Mill Corner Farm on the first
Saturday in August (see notice in this
issue). This is always a lovely annual
event so if you are new to the village –
please put the date in your diary now!
We aim to keep our village fetes very
much in the old fashioned traditional
vein where children, grandchildren and
adults alike can come and enjoy a
lovely afternoon without spending a
fortune. All proceeds go to maintaining
our two beautiful village churches.
On Sunday 3rd June Rosemary and
Richard Thomas are organizing a Big
Lunch to commemorate the Diamond
Jubilee. Full details of how to obtain
tickets is in this issue. Please support this
lovely village event and reserve your
tickets early.
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Dates At A Glance
4 May

Parish Walk

Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am

4 May

Coffee Morning

Village Hall starting at 11am

12 May

Plant Sale

Village Hall 10.00am to 1.00pm

12 May

Farm Walk

Sulham Farmhouse 2pm

20 May

Churchyard Tidy

St Laurence Church 2.30—4.30

1 June

Parish Walk

Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am

1 June

Coffee Morning

Village Hall starting at 11am

3 June

The Big Lunch

Sulham Farm

10 June

Open Garden

The Tithe Barn, Tidmarsh 2-5pm

6 July

Parish Walk

Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am

6 July

Coffee Morning

Village Hall starting at 11am

4 August Tidmarsh & Sulham Mill Corner Farm 2-5pm
Village Fete

Further details of all these events can be found within this issue
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Dates for your diary
Plant Sale at Tidmarsh Village Hall
Saturday 12th May 10am to 1pm
Come and browse at a selection of plants supplied by a local nursery.
Village walks
On the first Friday of each month...
Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9.30 .
The walk has grown in popularity with men and women joining in to enjoy easy routes
lasting approximately 1hr 30 mins .
If you would like more information please call Gillian Alderton on 9842729.
Next dates are Friday 4 May, Friday 1st June, and Friday 6th July
Coffee morning
Tidmarsh Village Hall
These are usually held on the first Friday of the month from 11am to 12noon. Normally
the village walk precedes the coffee morning.
Next dates are Friday 4 May, Friday 1st June, and Friday 6th July
Hall of sound
On the last Friday of each month there is a music evening held in Pangbourne Village
Hall. The music is performed by an ever-changing line up of talented singers and musicians of all ages and is always very varied. Bring your own drinks and have a really enjoyable evening not too far from home! All ages are welcome.
For more information, or if you would like to take part in future events, go to
www.hallofsound.co.uk.

Village Hall News
The Village Hall Management Committee is always keen to recruit new volunteers. If
you are interested in joining the Committee and would like to know more, then please
contact the Chairman, Peter King on 0118 984 4213.
We usually have five meetings a year, and organise a few social events, such as the
Quiz Night, Plant Sale, Children’s Christmas Party, and monthly Coffee Mornings.
There will be a Plant Sale at the hall on Saturday 12th May from 10am to 1pm. Come
and browse at the selection of bedding plants and shrubs supplied by a local nursery.
The hall benefits from commission earned on the sales.
Hiring the village hall
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on availability
and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com
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TIDMARSH & SULHAM
"THE BIG LUNCH"
to commemorate the

DIAMOND JUBILEE
Sunday 3rd June
12.30 for 1.00pm
at Sulham Farm (by Sulham Church)
(courtesy of Sulham Estate)

£12.50 per adult
(£6.00 children under 11)
Bring your own cutlery, plates, glass, napkin and chair
Bring your own drink (water provided)

dress for the occasion!
Queries to rosemaryandrichardthomas@btopenworld.com or 0118
9845740
Reservations, with payment and contact details to:
Richard Thomas, Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham Lane, Sulham RG8 8EA

open to all the family
by reservation only: book by 20th May

Parish Magazine
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Planning Applications
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and
Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at:
http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/

Application Ref

Address

Proposal

11/00218/
COMIND

Berkshire Retail
Park Pincents
Lane Tilehurst

Erection of Class A1 retail store with associated car parking, landscaping, servicing
and access arrangements.
(IKEA - APPROVED)

12/00728/HOUSE

4 Manor Farm
Conservatory
Mews Manor Farm
Lane

Writing a will
If you have been thinking of writing a will, the Duchess of Kent House Hospice charity is running a ‘Make a Will Fortnight’ between 8-12th of May.
Local solicitors in Reading and Newbury have agreed to write a standard
will free of charge in exchange for a donation to the charity (terms and
conditions apply). For more information see www.dokhc.org.uk.
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Tidmarsh and Sulham Oil Update

It is a year since I proposed forming such a group and an article appeared in this
magazine. So an update seemed appropriate and indeed from the comments and
questions lately there seems to be local interest in how the group is progressing and
how it is now operating.
There are currently 23 group members in Tidmarsh and Sulham and about half of these
form part of any group order for oil, which has taken place this year in May, September, November and February. Between these dates if members need oil then they either ‘Top Up’ or get a supply to tide them over to the next group order.
By ordering together, a supplier saves drivers time and transport costs having several
drop off addresses in a very local area. The volume of oil is also an incentive to quote a
lower price than can be obtained by an individual ordering. Each grouped order is put
out to the lowest quote from several suppliers and this quote is accepted. Generally
this has saved group members approximately 5p per litre so if you order your oil as part
of the group three times a year, there would be quite a reasonable saving on your oil
costs. There is no administrative charge to members and there is no additional price
advantage to me personally. It is a local Community benefit that I am happy to continue to organize, for as long as it is financially beneficial to us as a group.
To join the group or need further information, you can ring me on 0118 9842621 or
email Butlersjandj@btinternet.com
John Butler
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Sulham Farms
Invite you to a

FARM WALK
SATURDAY 12th MAY
MEET SULHAM FARMHOUSE 2.00 PM
Guided Walk
This year we plan to have an historical theme and look at
the local features from World War 2
Military vehicles will be on display
Walk should take approx. 2 hours
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear dependent on
the weather
AFTER THE WALK WE CAN ENJOY TEAS AND REFRESHMENTS IN
THE BARN
Please RSVP
John Haggarty
0118 9844122 or haggarty@farmline.com
so we can plan for numbers
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Local Resident Reaches 80

Long-serving community-spirited villager John Harland celebrates his 80th birthday
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Insurance Tip For Couples
Sulham resident Ann Bolam wishes to pass on the benefit of her recent
experience whilst her husband was in hospital for several weeks.
“I have had a leak from the radiator pipe in the hallway into the sitting room. This required digging up the concrete!
“The insurance company would only cover the replacing of the concrete and parquet
flooring if they could speak to the policy holder, who I explained was IN HOSPITAL.
“The plumber had turned off the water and couldn’t turn it back on, so I had to speak
to Thames Water who again wanted to speak to the policy holder!
“For those of us in shared properties I do suggest that all insurance policies are put in
joint names to prevent the hassle and stress that I experienced.”
Ann added her thanks for the care and support received during this time.

Sponsored Abseil

Abseil 130ft from the stunning new Bracknell and Wokingham College The Prow on
Sunday 17 June.
Unlike other abseils this offers a mix of abseil and free fall. The team running the abseil
are amongst the most experienced and will ensure you have the confidence to step
over the edge and abseil 130ft for British Red Cross.
The funds raised on the day will help us to offer some amazing services to vulnerable
people inBerkshire.
http://www.redcross.org.uk/Get-involved/Events/Challenge-and-social- events/
Adrenaline/Bracknell-and-Wokingham-College-abseil
Call Anne Huddart 0118 935 8221 ahuddart@redcross.org.uk
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Berkshire Country Fayre
Berkshire Country Fayre is the major
inter-club competitions day for Berkshire YFC. Friendly rivalry and fierce competition between the clubs and their members showcase the amazing talents that our
YFC members possess as well as the skills
that the YFC movement encourages and
develops. Young and old, the whole club
gets involved with the “show effort”, encouraging club and self-pride, confidence
and belonging, as individuals and clubs
compete for over 20 cups and trophies and
fight it out for the overall points at show
trophy!
Organised each year by a different club
and their own heroic group of volunteers,
the “Show” has YFC competitions and exhibits at the centre of its endeavours. From
flower arranging and art and design to cookery, woodwork and metalwork. On stage
“artists”, X-Factor, Glee and fancy dress legends to tractor driving, fence erecting and
tug of war; the Country Fayre has it all.
The Country Fayre has all the usual aspects of a County Show with main ring attractions, craft and food marquees, trade stands, animal corner, vintage machinery, club
stands, dog show and plenty for people to see and do. All in all a great day out for all
the family; the Country Fayre has it all.

Englefield Estate, Sunday 27 May 2012, 9am until 5pm
Ticket prices are as follows:
Family tickets £15, Adult £6, Children 5-12 /Concessions £3, Under 5’s free
Booking forms for Trade/ Craft and Food stands still available
For further information and booking details please call
Mrs Lydia Bendall 07733 325110
berkscountryfayre2012@gmail.com

Parish Magazine
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TIDMARSH & SULHAM

SUMMER FETE
th

Saturday 4 August
2-5pm
at Mill Corner Farm, Mill Lane, Tidmarsh

Attractions will include
Pangbourne Silver Band
Fun Dog Show
Barbeque with locally reared pork sausages
Duck Race
Pony rides
Tombola, Book Stall etc.,
If you can help with setting up, clearing away or on the day please call Jennifer
Nutt on 0118 984 2370 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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Notes From The Sul
By Richard Thomas
In his book covering Berkshire, one of the
series The Buildings of England, Pevsner
and his colleagues Tyack and Bradley
describe Sulham as "A tiny early 19th century estate village west of Reading.
Wooded hills provide a picturesque backdrop to the house, church and selfconsciously pretty cottages." We are then
told that the church of St Nicholas was
rebuilt in 1836-8 by the Rector, John
Wilder, Vice-Provost of Eton College and
that his family had owned property in the
parish since the 15th century. Pevsner
adds that "Sulham is a happy huntingground for lovers of the cottage orné".
A walk down the lane shows that little has
changed hereabouts for many years. The
church and its surrounding churchyard
were as pretty as ever this spring. The gorgeous drift of crocuses was soon followed
by a lovely show of primroses, violets and
forget-me-nots: how very appropriate are
the forget-me-nots surrounding the gravestones.
If you haven't been into St Nicholas
Church for a little while, make the effort to
go and have a peek inside. You will see
numerous plaques in memory of so many
of the Wilders, particularly as rectors of the
parish. On a very personal note, I was delighted to be reminded of Rosemary's efforts when we first came to live in Sulham
in 1997. As our seller, Biddie Metcalfe, left
she nonchalantly said that a collage of
Walnut Tree Cottage was expected by
the church and, by the way, it was due
within the next fortnight! There it is, in the
church with many others, all forming a
quilt showing those pretty cottages surrounding Sulham House. What a splendid
job was done by the ladies of the parish,
and all in commemoration of the Wilders
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having been in Sulham for 500 years.
On a more prosaic note, one thing that

does seem to be changing is the climate,
or so we are led to believe, but maybe it is
just the weather. Certainly, it is worrying
just how dry it has been for so many recent months. Last autumn I reported that
the Sul brook was exceptionally dry and
reduced to less than just a dribble. This last
winter and spring has shown virtually no
improvement. As I write in mid-April we still
have little more than a dribble and we
had no torrent or flood at all during the
past winter. What will the summer bring?
Thank goodness, the wildlife does not yet
seem to be adversely affected. Much to
our surprise, for the third year running we
have again been visited by a small pike. It
seemed to be hoovering up much of the
abundant frogspawn. At least it left some
to be found by the mandarin duck: she
appeared to be enjoying it, but will we
get any frogs this summer?
Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and
let us see what we shall see.
Richard Thomas. February 2012
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Ramblings From A Small Holding
Tidmarsh’s answer to ‘The Good Life’ with Cathy & Jerry
‘Well, you didn’t look very hard!’
Jerry was shooing the missing chicken (Pepper) towards the run. I had just
looked there. We were about to go out so the ‘flock’ needed to go into
their fox-proof run.
We had spent the last ten minutes looking for Pepper. Had she escaped
into the field behind? Had she ‘done a runner’ up the road? No, she had
been laying an egg in a cosy little nest she has made in the corner of the
garden under a pile of twigs and dried grass! We found three eggs in it,
the answer to the egg production declining in the last few days.

‘Pepper’ (there is also ‘Salt’) is a bit of a madam. She turns into ‘stealth
chicken’ and can follow us out of the back gate into the field if we don’t
keep a close eye on her. The chickens do constantly want to be somewhere else. We have had ‘rooftop protests’ in the past when they are not
let out into the garden. In order to prevent a chicken ‘break out’ all
launching pads (perches, arks etc.) have to be positioned a suitable
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Ramblings From A Small Holding
distance from the fence. We also clip their wings, a simple process; it just
removes the ends of their primary feathers on one wing, so that if they try
to fly, they will crash land in circular motion rather than straight on and
over their protective fence.
The spotty pigs (Gloucester Old Spots) are all settled in now. It has not
taken long for them to rotivate their new pen. They do like their grub. Tea
time can turn into a bit of a ruck. We have to get to the feed trough
pronto otherwise we get encouragement in the form of wet piggy kisses
leaving a circular splodge on the legs at about knee height.
The bees have been going crazy in the last few days when the sun has
deigned to appear. They are collecting three or four different types of
pollen and from the ‘pollen colour chart’, it seems to be Oilseed Rape
from over the other side of the village, Blackthorn, good news for those
who like Sloe Gin, and we think Wild Cherry.
It has been a little cold to actually open up the hives to check their progress and assess for Verroa mite, a nasty little blood-sucking louse, that
can, if unchecked cause devastation in the colony.
Meanwhile that Ham, hanging in the barn is doing very well. I have had
to very self willed not to taken a little for sampling. Jerry would have my
guts for garters! He reckons that a year is the best aging time. I am not
sure I can wait until October! In the meantime two sides of last years Oxford Sandy and Blacks, having been taken to a new butcher for processing, are going down a treat. We hope you will come and enjoy the fruits
of this year’s pork at the Village fete in August where we will be cooking
and serving up two varieties of sausage.

Parish Magazine
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Whitchurch Bridge To Close
Whitchurch Bridge will close for reconstruction in October 2013. The closure will
be preceded by the erection of a temporary footbridge just upstream of the main
Bridge, with gently sloping ramps connecting it to the approach roads on each
side of the Bridge. The temporary footbridge will also carry Openreach and electricity services.
The granting of Planning Permission from both South Oxfordshire District Council and West Berkshire Council was subject to the completion of “Section 106”
Planning Agreements. These formalise the commitment of the Whitchurch
Bridge Company to pay for an additional bus to supplement the 142 service
which will be diverted away from Whitchurch Bridge, and also for the reprogramming of the traffic lights at Streatley crossroads to deal with the increased traffic
flows.
The reconstruction work is subject to various Planning conditions including:
Traffic management plans for both diverted traffic and construction traffic
Protection measures for trees and the river meadow
Noise mitigation measures
Pollution prevention measures
The Company is negotiating with Pangbourne Parish Council on the use of the
river meadow for the contractor’s compound: this in turn will mean a minor diversion of the Thames Path and the provision of a temporary landing stage for Adventure Dolphin.
The Company is also evaluating possible upgrades to the footway between the
Toll Booth and the Adventure Dolphin car park entrance, and in consultation with
Whitchurch-on-Thames and Pangbourne Parish Councils two schemes have
been selected for further work. The practical and highway engineering issues
are being looked at initially: costings will follow, as will discussions with
neighbouring landowners as any upgrade work will require the acquisition of land
not owned by the Company.
Any footway work will include minor highway realignment, correction of road levels, new kerb lines and the provision of new drains. The Company is aware that
the existing drains outside the Boathouse Surgery do not perform well, and until
they are replaced they will be regularly jet washed to help keep them clear.
There is more detailed information on the Company website at
www.whitchurchbridge.com.
Geoff Weir Company Secretary
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Restaurant Review by Richard Thomas
The Old Boot Inn, Stanford
Dingley
On a sunny spring day it felt just right to be
sitting in the pleasant conservatory at The
Old Boot Inn, Stanford Dingley. This public
house with its restaurant has been much
mentioned in the national press in the last
year or two, thanks to a certain young
lady, indeed now a young duchess, from
Bucklebury eating there with her beau.
Initial impressions weren't entirely satisfactory. The pub sign on the roadside is in
need of a reboot (oh ha ha!) and it is
hardly appropriate to have dustbins
clearly visible by the front door. To get any
complaints out of the way: we were somewhat surprised that particulars of the day' s
specials shown in the bar were not also
shown in the restaurant or conservatory
area and no wine list was proffered even
when we asked what was available.
On a brighter note, the food was pretty
good for a pub with few pretensions of
haute cuisine. From the five starters offered, Rosemary chose sautéed scallops
with celeriac purée and balsamic dressing
(i.e. a balsamic squiggle) (£9.50). I had the
chef’s home-made pâté and toast with
chutney (£6.95). The pâté consisted more
of a chunkily-cut chicken terrine and
came with an additional pleasant salad of
small mixed leaves and a cherry tomato.
( There was also a balsamic squiggle - but
in a different pattern, so that's all right
then!). It was all very pleasant but would
have been much improved if the terrine
had been better seasoned. Happily, that
pedantic criticism was largely negated by
a delightful little pot of chutney by Susie's
Preserves of Cold Ash.

For the main course, from a choice of five
items on the menu and two (or were there
more?) day's specials, I had a pleasant
escalope of salmon with creamy prawn
and smoked haddock linguine (£15.95)
accompanied by an unexpected dish of
freshly steamed vegetables. Rosemary
had an individual deep-pan leek and blue
-cheese flan (£9.50). It came with new
potatoes and a salad identical to that
with my starter, including the lone cherry
tomato.
The helpings were generous, but thankfully
not grossly so. We felt no need of one of
the four desserts (all at £5.95) or cheese
platter (£7.95) offered. We were perfectly
satisfied with a very pleasant meal in nice
surroundings and feel well able to recommend a visit to The Old Boot Inn for those
wanting such an experience. Alternatively,
eat in the bar where several other dishes
or a choice of pizzas (mostly at £9.95) are
offered, again in pleasant surroundings.
The Old Boot Inn, Stanford Dingley.
www.oldbootinn.co.uk (0118) 974 4292
Richard Thomas April 2012
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Gardening Matters
A Year In Your Garden May/ June Gillian Alderton
Provide support for tall herbaceous plants whilst they are small and easy to stake. Bamboo
canes and string work well for bushy plants and simple twiggy sticks left over from pruning
can support smaller plants.
Don’t forget to give spring bulbs a high potash feed such as Tomorite as they build up for
next year.
Prune spring flowering shrubs such as weigelia and philadelphus immediately after flowering.
Look for older branches that have flowered and cut these out, avoid cutting new wood that
will flower next year.
If you are having trouble tackling weeds such as
ground elder or nettles now is a good time to spray
carefully with glyphosate weedkiller, This works by
being absorbed through the plant’s leaves and killing the roots. It is important that it only touches the
plants you want to kill, in crowded borders painting
a little onto the leaves with a brush works well.

Ground Elder
Mulching flowerbeds now that the soil has had a
chance to warm up will encourage good plant
growth, try to mulch when the soil is wet, ideally
after rainfall as this will conserve moisture. Mulches
can be wood chippings, bark , compost or leaf
mould. Less attractive, at the back of borders grass
cuttings can be effectively used.
Lovely local gardens to visit in May and June include Englefield House gardens, open MondayThursday 10am-6pm. Adults £3 children free,
Especially in May the beautiful National Trust garden at Greys Court near Henley where there is a
stunning wisteria arbour to walk through, open
Wednesday-Sunday 11am-5pm. Adults £5.45 Child
£2.90.

Wisteria
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Gardening Matters
Purley Horticultural Society
Trading
The Trading Store in the Memorial Hall car park, Glebe Road is now open every Saturday & Sunday from 10am-11am until the end of October, also Wednesdays (March to
April) from 5pm-7pm. If you wish to put in an early Sutton's seed order, please contact
Margaret Rolfe on 9417247 for more details about discounts. We are now selling vegetable plants, etc. at the Trading Store.

Talks
On Wednesday, 21st March, Ken Tudgay & John Green gave the Society a very informative talk regarding “Growing & Showing” vegetables. The meeting was well attended and hopefully the information given will encourage more people to enter our
Late Summer Show on Saturday, 8th September.

Plant Sale
The Annual Plant Sale will take place on Saturday, 12 May, 9am-11.30am in the Memorial Hall car park. Bedding plants and various other plants will be available. If you are
entering the Diamond Jubilee Trough Competition (see details below), this will be a
good opportunity to purchase plants for your entry and troughs are also on sale at the
Trading Store. Please try to come along and bring your friends as this helps the Society
financially.

Outings
Wendy Chapman is organizing a trip to Exbury Gardens for members of the Society on
Sunday, May 6th.. Ring Wendy Chapman on 9429067 for more information as there are
just a few seats left. Cost £20

Diamond Jubilee Trough Competition
The Society is organizing a trough competition to take place in Purley Memorial Hall
grounds on Saturday, 2nd June. Competitors to place entries between 10am-11.30 on
grassed area outside Purley Memorial Hall. Open to public viewing from 2pm-3pm.
Tea and biscuits will be available. This will be open to amateurs resident in the area
covered by Purley Horticultural Society. Entry forms are available at the Trading store
and on the Purley-on-Thames website(see below).

R.H.S.

As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the
R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one
guest at a special rate. If you require further information or would like the card, please
contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.
If you would like more information on the Society's activities you can visit the Purley-onThames website, www.purleyonthames.org.uk/Phs
Happy gardening. Marion Dabbs, 9422349
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Goring Gap Boat Club
If you have a passing interest in rowing, you may have watched Cambridge secure a
dramatic victory in the Boat Race a few weeks ago. If you have more than a passing
interest in rowing, you may also be aware that Oxford’s reserve boat, Isis, won their
earlier race in the third fastest time ever recorded over the Boat Race course. Congratulations are due to both crews.
In some ways, the Boat Race is to rowing what the Grand National is to horse racing. It
is rowed over a course more than three times the standard Olympic distance, but at a
similar pace (in fact the University crews row faster than Olympians, but they are tide
and current assisted). To achieve this, the Oxford and Cambridge squads train 2-3
times each day, six days each week, from September to April – roughly two hours training for each stroke they actually take in the race – with no guarantee of making the
final crew let alone winning the race. There is no prize money to be won. On a purely
sporting level, therefore, I believe that both winners and losers, and those who made
the final crews and those who did not, are worthy of our respect.
Of course, personal participation in any sport at a grass roots level enables you to better appreciate the talent and performances of its leading players. And so it is with rowing.
If you fancy learning to row in an eight, why not sign up for one of our courses over the
summer. The basic skills are easy to pick up, you will have fun in the process, and we
even take you for a session at the Oxford University indoor rowing tank where the Boat
Race crew polished their skills over recent months.
If you have rowed before, or just can’t wait to get started, why not come along to one
of our Club Sessions on Thursday evenings and weekend mornings. We row from
Whitchurch bridge to Mapledurham lock and back which, by happy coincidence, is
almost exactly the same distance as the Boat Race. However, we take about an hour
rather than 17 minutes, and tend to finish off with a cup of coffee ….
And if you want to get a taste of racing, gather together three friends and sign up for
the Goring & Streatley Regatta this summer. Full training is given, and there are classes
for differing levels of experience so that everyone entering has an equal chance of
rowing glory.
Finally, if all of this seems too strenuous, we keep a couple of punts at the Swan in
Streatley for the use of our members. Ideal for picnics on the river over the summer
months. Details can be found on our website – www.goringgapbc.org.uk
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Country Matters
West Berkshire Countryside Society
The new group now combines the aims and objectives of the Pang and Kennet Valleys
Countryside Projects, the Bucklebury Heathlands Conservation Group, and the Pang
Valley Conservation Volunteers. It has been set up to represent all of the people who
care about the countryside throughout West Berkshire. The events below give you the
opportunity to come out on practical tasks, learn new skills, meet new people and,
above all, enjoy yourself. The tasks usually begin around 10am and finish by 4pm but
you are very welcome to come for as much time as you wish to give during these
hours. Please wear suitable footwear and clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you
are coming for the full day. Hot drinks are usually provided, as are the necessary tools.
For further information please see the Website - www. westberkscountryside.org.uk.
Tue 1st May - 10am - Rushall Manor Farm - Car park at the Black Barn SU584 723
Come and help layer hazel to encourage new growth. This is a joint task with CROW.
Sun 6th May - 10.30am - ‘A Stroll around Ashampstead Common’ - Car park at Childs
Court Farm SU575 751
Join Dick Greenaway for a shortish stroll – about two miles – to look at the veteran
trees, wildlife and archaeology of this ancient deer park. Dogs welcome. Back in time
for lunch! This is a joint walk with Abingdon Natural History Society.
Tue 8th May - 10am - Garden Cottage, Streatley - Water Meadow management. Car
park SU593 812 Recreation Ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Road.
Wed 9th May - 7.30pm West Berkshire Countryside Society First Annual General Meeting. - Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Oak Room
This is the first AGM of the new society where the membership will be asked to approve
the new constitution and officers. Please try to attend as we need your support.
P Sedgwick presentation: ‘The Challenges of Running a Large Country Estate.’
Tue 15th May - 10am - Ashampstead Common. - Veteran tree halo maintenance Car
park SU5870 7505 Help us maintain the open areas on this historic Common.
Tue 22nd May - 10am - Mapleash Copse, Snelsmore Common – Workshop - Car parking SU4624 7182 in Bussock Hill House stable yard.
A Workshop led by Charles Flower of Flowers Farms to look at the management of wild
flowers in woodland. Booking via our website essential places very limited. Bring a
packed lunch.
Tue 5th June - 10am - Kings Copse - Pulling Himalayan balsam and bracken bashing
Park outside the cottage – not the house. SU579 706
Please come and help control invasive balsam and encroaching bracken which
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Church matters
Mothering Sunday
This year the Mothering Sunday service for
Tidmarsh and Sulham was held in St Nicholas church. Adults and children attended
and enjoyed the lovely service led by Jennifer Nutt and Judith Sumner. The children
had the opportunity to tell everyone what
made their mum special and each child
gave out posies of spring flowers to all the
mums in church.
Very sadly in the week following this happy
service thieves returned to Sulham to again
steal the lead from the church roof. The
lead had been marked with smart water
and police are investigating. This is a huge
blow to the committee who are working
hard to raise funds to repair the main roof
that sprang a leak earlier this year.
If you have any ideas to help us fund raise this year please contact a member of the
committee.

St Laurence Church Tidy Up
On Sunday afternoon of the 20th May between 2.30 and 4.30pm help is needed to
tackle the removal of ivy from the walls of the churchyard and other small gardening
tasks.
The Churchyard has never looked so neat and well tended, thanks to the efforts of
Geoff and Pat Eastlake. But a little time spent by other willing helpers on the afternoon
of 20th would be greatly appreciated.
Please let me know if you are available to help for whatever period of time you can
manage.
John Butler
Tel 0118 9842621
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Church matters cont.....
Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham
The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the Christian
community gather for worship.
The oldest is medieval St Laurence in Tidmarsh where a lively family worship is held
on the first Sunday of each month.
St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful Victorian estate church and is very popular for
weddings and baptisms.
St James the Less in Pangbourne is the
largest church and can seat 300 people
for our community events.
Weekly worship begins with Prayer Book
Holy Communion in the early morning followed by Sunday at Ten contemporary
worship for all ages.

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us
in worship, we teach and baptise those
seeking Christian faith and would like to
encourage all members of the Church of
England to For full service details, please
see the church noticeboards.
contribute regularly to the mission of the
Church serving the people in our villages.
Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh
Family service on the 1st Sunday of each
month at 11 am.
Family communion is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 11 am.

Each church has other services on a
monthly pattern including a variety of
evening services from Prayer Book to Con- Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham
temporary, Quiet to lively Praise.
Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each
We are a worshipping community commit- month at 11 am.
ted to the Word of God and being in
Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of
Communion. We follow preaching series,
each month at 6 pm.
keep the church seasons and celebrate
Holy Communion three times weekly.

Your Roman Catholic church
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne
which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am.
Confession is by arrangement.
For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on
0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Tidmarsh & Sulham Litter Pick
As mentioned in the last issue of the magazine, the village litter pick took place
on Sunday lst April. Two teams tackled the task of collecting the rubbish that
had accumulated along the hedgerows. This rubbish doesn’t get collected by
the refuse collectors and unless a willing
team of volunteers pitch in to do it, it would
just remain.
The Tidmarsh collectors were:
John and Jane Butler
Margaret Pawson
John Harland
Jenny Cope
They ‘picked’ at the village green, bus
stop, village hall, both sides of the road to
the Old Rectory and down Mill Lane to the
Sulham crossroads.
The Sulham collectors were:
Martin and Pauline Ross
Steve Webb
Rhian and Chris Ogden
Andrew and Becky Mountjoy
John and Gill Haggarty
They were able to clean up Sulham lane and Sulham Hill up to the woods.
The total amount of rubbish was a whole car trailer full. Drink cans and bottles
lead the field followed by crisp packets, cigarette packets. There was also the
odd bottle of vodka and wine! We also picked up enough spares to repair a
small family car - i.e. tyres , wheel trims, disc brakes. brake pads, several wing
mirrors and a bumper ! We also discovered a heap of plastic cable covering
where someone had obviously stripped out the copper cable!
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Michael Meets Cheryl
And pies hit the right note!
Bucks Fizz sensation Cheryl Baker - winner
of the 1981 Eurovision song contest with
'Making Your Mind Up', and runner-up in
last year's TV series Popstar to Operastar now knows a thing or two about pies as
well as singing!

Michael - who lives in Thatcham - also
walked away with a Gold Medal for his
Chicken Curry pie. His brother Christopher,
who also works at the family firm Greens of
Pangbourne, scooped Gold Medals for
three of his flavoursome sausages - Pork
Tikka Masala; Lamb, Rosemary & Garlic;
and Pork Original.
The competition, organised by the National Federation of Meat and Food Traders, attracted hundreds of entries in 11
categories ranging from sausages and
burgers through to ready meals and pies.
All categories were judged live and
awards of Gold, Silver and Bronze were
issued for products achieving the required
standard. Additionally, trophies were
awarded to each of the category winners.
Greens of Pangbourne won the title Britain's Best Butchers Shop during 2011.

She presented Pangbourne pie-maker
Michael Cripps with the national accolade of 'Best Hot-Eating Pie' for his Steak
and Stilton creation - fine lean beef from
traditional local farms with real English
Stilton, cooked to perfection in his special
gravy and encased in hand-rolled puffpastry. Michael told her a little of the secret of his success, but was careful not to
reveal too much - the room was full of
butchers from across the country who had
entered their products to the competition
at Birmingham's NEC.
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Local Crossword
The answers to this crossword can be found within this issue of the Tidmarsh & Sulham Parish magazine. All entries received by Jenny Cope no
later than 15 May at Mill Corner Farm ,Tidmarsh, will be placed in a draw
for a bottle of champers.

Across
1.
3.
6.
7.
8.

Winners of 1981 Eurovision Song Contest 5, 4
Home of old spots
Sulham Saint
Gets rid of ground elder
Royal eating house found locally
3 , 4, 3

Down
1.
2.
4.
5.
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Tidmarsh bees collect pollen from this spiny tree
How to follow the Sul
A big meal in June
Sixty year jewel
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Advertisements
Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business.
Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience.
Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.
All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets.
Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden
and impress your friends just ask!
Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades.
Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties.
Call now for a free estimate
0118 984 4391
07920 776 116
info@chilternelectric.co.uk
or visit
www.chilternelectric.co.uk
We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask!
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered
Mobile Massage Therapist
30 minute massage - £25 45 minute massage - £30
60 minute massage - £35
Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36
Mini Facial - £20

07747 102141 holly@holtherapy.co.uk
www.holtherapy.co.uk
Male clients on referral only

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield

PREMIER GARDENS
& FENCING
CLEAN AND TIDY
DUSTING. HOOVERING.
POLISHING. IRONING.
SPRING CLEANS
REGULAR OR ONE-OFF VISITS

Catherine
Cat by name...
Clean & Tidy by nature
Tel 0118 9624571
Email cathybaniuk@aol.com

Parish Magazine

FENCING

P A V I N G & PA T I O S

TURFING

SHED BASES

BLOCK PAVING

DECKING

BRICK WALLS

CALL FOR FREE
QUOTATION
PHONE:

0118 971 4987

MOBILE: 07833 642740
Email:adyquick@yahoo.co.uk
www.premiergardens.biz
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LK

Property Services

Renovations & Extension Specialists
Building / Structural Alterations ♦ Period Properties
Brick Work ♦ Ground Works ♦ Hard Landscaping
Building Repairs ♦ Home Improvements
Kitchens ♦ Bathrooms ♦ Carpentry
Plastering ♦ Flooring ♦ Decorating

All your building needs in one company
Free advice / All work guaranteed
Local references available
Telephone 01635 579656
Mobile 07710 380408
Email leekeeler@lkpropertyservices.co.uk
www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk
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Local Information
Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury 01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am 0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928
Church wardens
Cherry East
...........................0118 984 2636
Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370
Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698
Ann Bolam ................................ 0118 942 1020

Parochial Church Council
Tidmarsh representatives
Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937
Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881
Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280
Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114
Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194
Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860
Colin Pawson ..............................0118 984 2619
Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837

Libraries
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117
Newbury
...............................01635 519 900

Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729
Judith Sumner

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the
magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.
Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 June at the latest. Whilst we make every effort to
ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot
accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur.
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Local Information ..... Continued
Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne.....0118 984 2234

Reading Buses .............................0118 9594000
Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500
Thames Travel...............................01491 837988

Traveline
NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33
Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office ............................0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury) 01635 42400 Emergencies ............................................999

Parish magazine committee
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland ........................... 0118 984 5202
John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621
Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326
Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820
Cathy Tucker.............................. 07773 379920

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire............... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765

Village hall committee
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138
Emergency Contact .................. 07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council
Bus travel
Main switchboard ...................... 01635 42400
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)..0118 933 3725 Streetcare ...................................01635 519080
Planning applications ................01635 519111
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Prices for one year:

Prices for six months:

Full page – £100

Full page – £50

Half page – £60

Half page – £30

Quarter page – £35

Quarter page – £17.50

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of
£15. Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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