Tidmarsh with Sulham

Parish Magazine

May/June 2014

2

May/June 2014

Tidmarsh with Sulham

Editorial
I have been asked where the photograph was taken that was the subject of last issue’s
front cover. This was taken by Cathy Tucker from her house and was the view across
to Sulham Woods from Tidmarsh – an amazing photograph that she took on her
mobile phone! On this issue’s front cover are the sheep/lambs that have featured in
‘Tales from a very Small Holding’. This was taken last Spring when they were up at
Spindlebury Barn. I am sure we will be hearing more lambing tales in the next issue
from Cathy and Jerry’s smallholding. Once again, it would be lovely to receive more
photographs taken in and around our villages as we often need these in advance as we
like the cover photograph to be seasonal.
Back in February an over-sized lorry ignored the sign at the end of Mill Lane which
says ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’, and drove over the small bridge – taking with it half a
tree and the telephone lines that serve our property. It took seven days for BT to
reconnect the lines, during which we were without our phone and broadband. A few
weeks later it happened again. Once again, an oversized lorry followed his sat-nav and
drove over the bridge, this time another tree collapsed crushing his cab and pulling
down my phone /broadband lines. This time my attempts to get reconnected were
not so trouble free. Two were connected within four days but the remaining one took
nearly three weeks, and this was only after I wrote to the Chairman of BT! The staff
in the BT call centre in India follow a script and for some reason the script did not
extend to cables that are lying on the ground! Each day I phoned them, each time I
was on the line to them for 50 minutes, each time they made an appointment for a
BT Openreach Engineer to come … and the following morning they would send me
a text advising that the appointment had been cancelled as my line was working! I
could not make anyone in that call centre understand so I resorted to writing to Sir
Michael Rake, the Chairman of BT and lo and behold, within 24 hours my lines were
fixed! And I have to give credit where it is due, the Chairman’s assistant was fantastic
– a lovely Irish gentleman who obviously knew how to make things happen. I now
have a hotline to his office which could well come in useful if another lorry decides
to ignore the sign and pulls my phone lines down again, which unfortunately will
probably happen!
Finally, the ground water is drying up and everything is starting to turn green. What
a difference a few weeks makes. It is all too easy to forget the dreadful few weeks we
had when the rain just kept coming and the water kept rising. We now have our own
Village representation on the Flood Forum – more of which in this issue – but many
thanks to George Davidson and Clive Loveridge for taking on this liaison role on
behalf of us all.
Jenny Cope
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk – 0774 777 5900
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Village Round-Up
Farewell and Thank you
Everyone at St Nicholas Church would like to say a very
fond farewell and thank you to Anne Bolam who has
been Organist, church committee member, PCC member,
Churchwarden and friend at Sulham church for many
years. We will all miss her and wish her and husband
David very best wishes and much love and happiness in
their new home close to family in Hertfordshire.

Where Is This?
Do you recognise it?
The Answer to Last Issue’s “Where is This?”:
Roadside signs in Sulham Lane, just to the north
of Peter Vincent’s Sulham Stables, showing where
the large water main crosses the Lane on its way
from the Pangbourne pumping station to the water
tower in Tilehurst.
Ironically, the properties in Sulham have no access
to this water but have to pump their own. At least
some of the nearby properties may benefit from the
water hydrant in case of a serious fire.

Any Interest?
If anyone would like an almost new three brush floor polisher for just a donation to
St. Lawrence’s Church they are welcome to collect from ‘Thistledu’, Manor Farm Lane,
Tidmarsh. Tele: 0118 984 3988.
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Village Round-Up
Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
At the recent Annual Parish meeting, held on 19 March, considerable time was devoted to
allow a full discussion on the impact of the recent flooding within our Parish, including
what steps could potentially be taken to minimise any future impact. I would like to
start by thanking the Parish Council for their support and allowing sufficient time to be
allocated to this important topic.
Colin Pawson opened the discussion with a very thorough and informative review on
the history of flooding within Pang Valley and also shared details on work that has been
taking place to draft a Flood Risk Management Plan that will cover the entire length of the
Pang. The initiative started last year, well before the latest crisis, involving representation
from WBC, the Environment Agency and Thames Water, who all joined forces to draft
a plan in consultation with Parish Councils in the Valley. A copy of the plan can be
obtained from the West Berkshire website – www.westberks.gov.uk for anyone who would
like more information.
As a result of this initiative a newly established Flood Forum is being set up that will
include representation from the Parishes and the relevant agencies. Key issues in each
Parish are being identified and action on these will hopefully be pursued through
the forum. The forum is to be chaired by Kay Lacey, who heads up the neighbouring
Pangbourne Flood Control group and we were also joined at our meeting by Stephen
Billyeald who is the Flood Warden for Pangbourne. It was great to have Stephen in
attendance as he brings a wealth of experience and is very keen that both Parishes work
together on sharing our key issues to ensure we act in a coordinated way that will be of
benefit to everyone.
Following agreement by the Parish Council, both Clive Loveridge (Willow Tree Cottage)
and I will represent our Parish on the Flood Forum. It is great to have Clive involved as
he again brings a wealth of experience and technical knowledge, being an engineer that
has worked with Thames Water. We are both delighted to represent our Parish and we will
report back via the Parish Council. At the meeting we were able to gather a lot of feedback
to help shape the key issues for our Parish, but if you were not able to attend and want to
share your feedback then do please get in touch as we are very interested in your views/
opinions. I can be contacted by email gjd7013@gsk.com or by phone 07768 237132. The
first meeting of the Flood Forum has not yet taken place so you still have time to input!
Last but by no means least we also discussed setting up our own Flood Group to offer
support and advice should we find ourselves in a similar situation! I for one really
appreciated the support offered through recent months and to that end we would like to
set up a Tidmarsh with Sulham flood group to offer support moving forward. If you are
interested in being involved or just want to be kept up to date with the latest information
on our progress then please do get in touch using the details above and let me have your
contact details.
Thank you once again to all at the Parish Council for their support and fingers crossed for
a continuation of our recent dry spell!!
George Davidson

Parish Magazine

May/June

5

Parish Council News
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council
Welcome to the first of our new, regular updates from Tidmarsh with Sulham
Parish Council.
We were very pleased to see a packed hall for our annual assembly in March. The
main topic was the recent flooding the village has experienced.
We now have a dedicated flood warden, George Davidson. He is working closely with
Pangbourne’s flood wardens, as well as West Berkshire Council, Thames Water and the
Environment Agency to try to establish a way forward.
The Pang Valley Flood Risk Management Plan has been developed and can be viewed
on West Berkshire Council’s website. A local Flood Forum has also been set up, which
will now look at the relevant points of the plan and see what can be done to avoid
future incidents.
George is also collating a village list of anyone interested in finding out more about
the plans and to share any worries or concerns about flooding. If you would like to be
added to this list you can email your contact details to jgd7013@gst.com or call Sarah
Bosley on 07768 237132.
Another concern to the Parish Council is the bus service, number 74. Although we
were led to believe that the route would be saved, we have today discovered that it
will in fact cease on May 28 this year. We put up strong opposition to this and have
already voiced our great disappointment. West Berkshire Council has assured us they
are working to find another way to ensure that all parishes are served by a bus and
we will keep you updated on the progress. If you would like to voice your concerns
directly to the district council you can email them on customerservices@westberks.
gov.uk
In other news, the diseased trees that were taken down on the Millennium Green are
to be replaced shortly and we are looking into replacing the bus shelter, which has
seen better days.
If you would like to contact the Parish Council you can email parish_clerk@hotmail.
co.uk or phone Sarah Bosley, the clerk, on 07974 655210. Our next meeting will take
place on Wednesday, May 21, in the Village Hall, at 8.00pm.
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Village Hall News
Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall Annual General Meeting –
24th April 2014

Chairperson’s Report
This year the Village Hall has continued to be busy with regular class bookings. We
must all appreciate that without the many classes/clubs that use the Hall, we could
not continue to operate the Village Hall.
Private bookings continue to be low but are still a valuable source of income.
The Village Hall Quiz Night was again held in October and I would like to thank Jon
& Annette Chishick for setting the Quiz and also those Committee members who
arranged the buffet supper and raffle. The hall had all tables occupied, everyone
enjoyed the evening and we made a profit on the night!
Participants in the Quiz Night expressed enthusiasm for a Skittles Night so we are
arranging one in June. Hopefully we will make a profit and Skittles Nights will
continue to be a feature of the village calendar.
The 60th Anniversary of the village hall was celebrated with a special 1950s tea
that included realistic sandwich fillings, crockery and memorabilia. John Harland,
active supporter and volunteer of the village hall over its entire history, spoke on the
history of the hall, listened to by many ex-chair persons and committee members.
The success of the afternoon was marked by the number of emails and expressions of
thanks to the organising committee members Gillian Alderton and Gill Haggarty. My
thanks go to them for their inventive endeavours.
On the subject of fund raising I again thank the Committee members and other
villagers who helped us with our fund raising events. As well as the Quiz Night, the
Plant Sale and our annual 100 Club are all valuable sources of income for the Village
Hall. This year the 100 Club sold a record number of tickets and a record number of
bonus prizes were awarded.
We had a period of approximately a week when the hall’s electricity kept shorting out
and a number of bookings had to be cancelled. My thanks to committee members and
an electrician who persisted in their investigations until the source of the problem
was identified.
As in previous years, we need others to join the Committee; our current Committee
aren’t getting any younger and several of us still have full time jobs as well!! The
Committee meets every two/three months and it is well worthwhile giving some time,
and effort, to ensure the ongoing life of our Village Hall which is there for the benefit
of all who live in Sulham and Tidmarsh.
Finally, my sincere thanks to all the Committee members for their help and support
during my first year as Chairman.
Alan Maskell
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Village Hall News
Village Hall
The village hall is a local resource for hire to organisations and individuals with
priority for residents of Tidmarsh with Sulham. A variety of activities take place at the
village hall ranging from toddler dance lessons to adult fitness; art class, model boats,
table tennis and martial arts are some of the other activities taking place there.
Coffee Mornings are usually held at the hall on the first Friday of the month from
11.00am to 12.00noon, following a walk setting out from the hall at 9.30am. All
welcome to either or both events.
This year’s plant sale will be on Saturday 10 May from 10.00am to 12.00. A selection
of good quality plants from a local nursery will be on sale.
Following a successful quiz night in the autumn a skittles night has been arranged
for Saturday, 7 June at Tidmarsh Village Hall 7.30pm for 8.00pm start. A ploughmans
meal will be provided. Bring your own drinks and glasses.
Please see adverts for both these events inside this magazine.
If you would like to take part in organising social events such as these please contact
chairman To book the hall please contact the booking secretary Denise Randall on
07745 243097 or email tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com. Please note that this is a
new telephone number.
Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326

100 Club
This year saw the highest participation and the largest number of prizes drawn.
Winners were as follows ...

December
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

£25
£15
£10

Annette Chishick
Val Worsley
Jenny Cope

£25
£15
£10

Fred Gavin
Pauline Murby
Bill Evans

January
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

Bonus Round
1st Draw
2nd Draw £
3rd Draw
4th Draw
Parish Magazine

£25 each to
Colin Pawson, John Harland, Sally Puxley & Penny Hogevold.
15 each to Pauline Murby, Denice Preston & Mike Orr.
£12.50 to Dorothy Pickering.
£10 to Richard Thomas.
May/June
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Millennium Green
New Look for Millennium Green
Last year, five of the trees that line the Millennium Green were taken down due to old
age.
On Monday 7 April four new trees were planted to replace these.
In the next couple of months there will be a ceremony of dedication to the memory
of the fallen from WW1 and a plaque will be put up by the new oak tree. Bishop
Andrew will lead the ceremony (date to be advised).
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Things To Do
Dates – At A Glance
2nd May

– Village Walk Meet 9.30am at the Village Hall

2nd May

– Coffee Morning at 11.am at the Village Hall

10th May

– Plant Sale – 10-12noon – Tidmarsh Village Hall

11th May

– Farm Walk 2.30pm Meet at Sulham Farm house.

17th May

– Tidmarsh Church Green Day 10.30 – 12.30.am at St Laurence

24th May

– Nearly New Ladies Clothes Sale – Village Hall 2.00-4.00pm

31st May

– 10am Tidmarsh Litter Pick – Meet at The Greyhound

31st May

– Spring into Health & Wellbeing – 10-4. Pangbourne Village Hall

6th June

– Village Walk Meet 9.30am at the Village Hall

6th June

– Coffee Morning at 11.am at the Village Hall

7th June

– Skittles Night – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm start

13th July

– Garden Opera – Sulham House

2nd August – Annual Village Fete on the Millennium Green

Tidmarsh Litter Pick!
Saturday 31st May – Meet 10am at The Greyhound
Black sacks provided – bring your own gloves
This is our annual village clean up and many hands make light work!
For more information, contact John Butler on 984 2621

Plant Sale
Saturday 10 May 2014
10.00 to 12.00
A variety of good quality plants
from a local nursery
Village Hall, The Street, Tidmarsh
Parish Magazine
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Things To Do

Tidmarsh With Sulham Fete
Saturday 2nd August 2014
This year, the fete will be held on the Millennium Green
in the afternoon of Saturday 2 August.
There will be the popular mix of stalls, including a Hog Roast, Cakes,
Plants & Produce, Bottles, Raffles, Bric a Brac, Children’s Games, Books & DVDs.
Teas will be available in the garden of Little Orchard in Tidmarsh Lane,
almost opposite the entrance to the Fete.
If you have ideas, wish to help on a stall
or can offer items to donate to the Fete Stalls, please contact
Julia Sheppard on 9561820,
John Butler on 9842 621 or
Jennifer Nutt on 984 2370.
Items may also be brought to the site on the morning of the fete.
We need new items for the luxury raffle and bottles for the Bottle Tombola.
Also any unwanted presents for the Tombola would be most appreciated –
re-gifting is considered most acceptable these days!!
We always need as many hands as possible
to help put out equipment for the day of the Fete and,
just as importantly, assistance to put it away at the end.
If you are able to give this invaluable help,
please make a note now to be at Sulham Farmhouse
on Friday 1st August at 6.30pm
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NEARLY NEW LADIES CLOTHES SALE
Including designer labels
TIDMARSH VILLAGE HALL

Saturday May 24th 2.00-4.00pm
Refreshments
Raising money to purchase art and craft therapy equipment for Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice and Duchess of Kent House Hospice.
If you have items to donate please call
Alison Boyland on 984 5202 or Gillian Alderton on 984 2729

SAVE THE DATE ! SAVE THE DATE ! SAVE THE DATE !

Opera Picnic in the Garden of Sulham House
Sunday 13th July 2014
In aid of the Nettlebed & Duchess of Kent Sue Ryder Hospices,
and St. Nicholas, Sulham
featuring professional opera singers and accompanist
singing well known pieces
Bring your own Picnic
Licensed Bar
Music from 6.30pm, finish approx 9pm
By kind permission of Henry Scutt
Tickets will go on sale in May
For further details , please contact:
Gillian Alderton Tel:9842927
Pauline Ross Tel:9845432

Gill Haggarty Tel:9844122
Parish Magazine
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Things To Do

Sulham Farms
Invite you to a

FARM	
  WALK	
  

SUNDAY 11th MAY
MEET SULHAM FARMHOUSE 2.30 PM
Guided Walk

Walk should take approx. 2 hours
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear
dependent on the weather
AFTER THE WALK WE CAN ENJOY TEAS AND
REFRESHMENTS IN THE BARN
Please RSVP
John Haggarty
0118 9844122 or haggartyjandg@btinternet.com
so we can plan for numbers
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Things To Do
Spring into Health and Wellbeing
A Health and Wellbeing Day will take place in Pangbourne Village Hall on Saturday 31
May, from 10am to 4pm. Come and meet local health and wellbeing experts, join in
free fitness classes and find out about everything from Acupuncture to Zumba!
Along with health food specialists, you will be able to pick the brains of alternative
health practitioners, as well as fitness and exercise experts. Free workshops will run
throughout the day. See flyers nearer the time for details.
This event is suitable for all the family, with fun activities and classes for children.
Entrance is free, with the chance to win a free treatment. To stay up to date, please
‘Like’ our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/PangbourneHealth and share it with
your friends.
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What to do in Your Garden
Gardening in May & June by Alan Maskell
Mild weather has seen a wonderful display of spring flowers and blossoms. Hopefully
April has not seen too many frosts. I certainly seem to be doing jobs a lot earlier than
last year when spring was cold.
Things to do in May – Harden off semi hardy plants such as begonias, bizzy lizzies
and canna lilies by leaving outside during the day and taking inside overnight
for 7 – 10 days. Divide hostas and hardy perennials to increase your stock and
promote growth. Also take cuttings of pelargoniums (geraniums), Fuchsia and hardy
perennials: pot up in a warm, sheltered position. Be persistent with weeding as weeds
will use up water, light and nutrients. Feed, water and top dress pots and containers
to provide nourishment. Hanging baskets should be planted and hardened off or kept
indoors if a danger of frost.
Prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia and viburnum – pruning later may
reduce flowering. Cut back flowering shoots of Choisya to provide a second flowering.
Clip evergreen hedges. Netting around your soft fruit plants will help prevent birds
eating your crop. Surround strawberries with straw to protect fruit. Keep centre clear
and regularly check the centre of your gooseberry bushes for green gooseberry sawfly
caterpillars who strip the leaves if left unchecked.
Apply weedkiller and feed lawn with a high nitrogen fertiliser to encourage healthy
growth. You can still seed bare patches in early May. Keep well watered. Weed and
thin out plants in ponds; leave next to pond for a day to allow insects to return to
water.
Things to do in June – Lift and divide clumps of snowdrops and bluebells and other
bulbs as leaves yellow. Plant out summer bedding once risk of frost has gone. Keep
newly planted trees and shrubs well watered. . Stake tall or floppy perennial plants
to prevent wind damage. Pinch out tips of fuschias to encourage bushing out, keep
picking sweet peas to encourage more blooms. Cut back hardy Geraniums and
poppies that have flowered to encourage new foliage and flowers.
Water containers and baskets well in hot weather then feed with a balanced liquid
fertiliser every 2 to 4 weeks. Water the soil rather than the plants and make ‘ponds’
around individual plants so that the water can really soak in and will support plants
for 14 days.
Pinch out side shoots from tomato plants and feed once the first truss is setting fruit.
You can pot up the side-shoots to create new tomato plants. Harvest salad crops
and resow every 2 weeks for a constant supply of tasty leaves. Harvest onions and
garlic when leaves yellow and die back. Plant runner beans by sowing directly in the
ground.
Although fruit trees will naturally shed some fruit (called the ‘June drop’), aim to thin
out congested branches further for bigger and better fruits. Start to prune your plum
or cherry trees.
Parish Magazine
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Notes from the Sul
No wonder we English seem constantly
to be banging on about our weather!
The winter of 2012/13 was wet enough,
but we are told that this past winter
has been the wettest in recent recorded
history. Certainly the extensive flooding
round here seems to bear that out. That
part of Herridge’s Copse at the bottom of
our garden is again flooded for a second
year running and for only the second
time in the 17 years we have been
here. No doubt the springs feeding the
marshes of Tidmarsh will again continue
to flow until May, as last year.
St Valentine’s Day this year was
memorable, largely for a wrong reason.
What a windy day it was. Rosemary’s
two young granddaughters were
staying with us. We spent much of the
afternoon watching the trees waving
violently in the wind, expecting at
least one of them to fall, but luckily all
survived. No sooner had we put the girls
to bed and started to serve our own supper, than we had a lengthy power cut. Luckily,
the girls thought it exciting to go to bed each clutching a torch, leaving us to have a
romantic dinner by candlelight!
That night both Sulham Lane and Mill Lane were flooded and a large tree fell across
the road at the top of Sulham Hill. Sulham was virtually cut off. Luckily, the floods
across Sulham Lane were not too deep, although the water was flowing so swiftly
across the lane from one wood to the other that it washed away the road edge, leaving
a nasty pothole. At least, but only for a few days, the lane returned to being the quiet
country lane it should be rather than the usual busy rat run in the mornings and
evenings.
One most satisfactory results of all the rain we have been having is that the Sul brook
has been cleared of accumulated muddy debris. We can now again see it pristine clear
over a bed of gravel. It is quite important to keep both the Sul and the Pang in good
condition, for apparently they form a reasonably substantial part of the chalk rivers of
southern England and those chalk rivers are globally rare habitats.
Again I say, no wonder we English seem constantly to be banging on about our
weather. What a difference a few days make. And what a difference has been made by
such a mild winter with (so far, at the time of writing) virtually no frost to speak of.
Never before have we had so many flowers in the garden in late winter as this year.
18
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Notes from the Sul
On 22nd February we counted 25 different species in flower.
For me at least, that Saturday was an exceptional and extraordinary day and not
only for the pleasure given by the flowers. The day started with between 12 and 14
pheasants in the garden. As Rosemary’s six-year-old granddaughter, with great logic,
said “there must have been 13”. What a lovely early spring day it was, with warm
sunshine and only a light breeze. Sitting quietly at the bottom of the garden, in
addition to the usual residents I was lucky enough to see a tree-creeper and a pair of
gold-crests: both fairly unusual sightings. However, the highlight of the day was only
a little later when a sparrowhawk swooped over my shoulder and caught a dunnock
right in front of me. What incredible agility and speed. What a waste of peanuts
feeding the dunnock, but not so far as the sparrowhawk was concerned! That’s nature
for you: not all sweetness and light.
In reality Spring did not really start until that lovely Saturday only two weeks later,
on 8th March. We knew Spring really had arrived when we saw brimstone butterflies
during the day and bats flying at dusk. Let us hope that we get another fine summer
with as many butterflies as last year: fingers crossed.
Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see
Richard Thomas
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Restaurant Review
The Royal Oak at Yattendon
It is almost exactly 5 years since we last went to The Royal Oak at Yattendon. I then
reported how nice it was to find a chef who really knows how to cook and that there
was really no need to go à la carte thanks to there being such a good menu du jour,
even though the chairs were not at all comfortable. Well, things have changed. This
time we were comfortably seated in the bar area in front of a warm fire, very nicely
looked after by a delightful Slovakian waitress. So far so good: bring on the previous
excellent fare. The website sounds enticing.
The set lunch is priced at £12.50 for two courses or £14.95 for three but each course is
limited to a choice of only two dishes.
Rosemary started with a large basin of excellent broccoli and Stilton soup, served with
generous chunks of crusty bread. My chicken liver pâté served with sweet red onions
and toast was delicious, but judging by the small amount served I wondered if they
wanted me to believe I was eating foie gras!
For the main course I had what was described as beef and vegetable pie with creamed
mash. In reality, it was more like an individual pie dish containing a helping of rather
ordinary casserole with a circle of puff pastry cooked separately and simply placed on
top. Is that really a pie? Rosemary had tagliatelle with smoked salmon and peas. It was
served with a creamy sauce but the dish could have done with a little more smoked
salmon which, anyway, was not particularly tasty.
To finish, rather than having Stilton crackers and celery we both had what was
described as an apple and cinnamon crumble with vanilla ice cream. Although
perfectly acceptable, the dish was not as described! We detected no cinnamon and the
crumble was more like what the Americans call grits. To cap it all, warm custard was
served in place of cold ice cream.
We found The Royal Oak to be very pleasant and serving the simple unfussy food
promised on their website. We certainly wouldn’t want to put anyone off going there
but, as so many school reports say, they “could do better”. It was disappointing to
find that the menu was not as interesting as that shown on the website. Perhaps we
should get a party together and try their number-one offering of a whole suckling pig
in a private dining room for eight, at £27 a head. That really does sound enticing.
Richard Thomas

The Royal Oak
The Square, Yattendon
01635 201325
www.royaloakyattendon.co.uk
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Book Review

Rosemary patiently waits for lunch at The Royal Oak

Book Club
A Cuckoos Calling by Robert Galbraith
Set in London, this is an engrossing detective story investigating the death of a
supermodel. Published as a debut novel under a pseudonym, this book is by JK
Rowling, author of the Harry Potter books. If you had not been told this it would be
difficult to guess that a woman wrote it as she so well describes the life and feelings of
the hero, injured ex serviceman private detective Cormoran Strike.
Cormoran and his new temp secretary, Robin, that he cannot really afford to employ,
slowly develop a close working relationship as the story develops. The book’s
characters are easy to warm to and the dialogue is believable. The reader is held in
suspense until the very end. Those who enjoyed this one will eagerly anticipate the
next book in the series.
All are welcome to come to the book club. Please contact Alison 984 5202 or Gillian
984 2729.
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Whitchurch Bridge Update
Statement by the Whitchurch Bridge Company
Thursday 13th March 2014
Delay to the Re-opening of Whitchurch Bridge
The exceptionally high river levels since the start of the year have prevented any
works being undertaken at Whitchurch Bridge, seriously disrupting the programme
for completion of the reconstruction project. As the river needs to open for boat traffic
from 31st March, we have had to undertake a detailed review of how the works can
be safely recommenced in these changed circumstances which add complexity to the
project.
We have developed a plan with our main contractor which will enable the works to be
completed as soon as possible whilst addressing the river navigation regulations and
local planning authority requirements relating to the environmental impact of some
weekend and night working.
We expect that the improving river conditions will enable us to restart work by the
end of March. Subject to this being so, and there being no further delays due to river
conditions or other unforeseen events, we expect the Bridge to re-open for road traffic
in September 2014. A more precise date will be announced later.
Mike Beckley, Chairman of the Whitchurch Bridge Company, says “The Company
acknowledges the work put in by Balfour Beatty, in collaboration with the Company’s
own project management team, the Environment Agency, local environmental health
officers and others, to devise a plan of action which can be implemented as soon as
river conditions allow. All the parties involved have demonstrated their commitment
to getting the Bridge reopened as soon as possible.
“The Company again
expresses its regret for
the disruption caused by
the reconstruction of the
Bridge and looks forward
to reopening this vital
community asset as soon as
possible.”
Geoff Weir
Company Secretary
0118 984 4172, secretary@
whitchurchbridge.com
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General Building
Extensions & Alterations
All Brickwork & Paving
All Plastering & Render/Coloured Render
Groundwork, Driveways & Block paving
Fencing, Decking & Landscaping

Contact Tim Roberts
Direct: 07776 233239 Tel: 01635 579672 (Ashampstead)
E-mail: tim@tjroberts.co.uk
*Free Quotations* *Courteous Service* *Workmanship Guaranteed*
*We will better any other professional quote*
Parish Magazine
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered
Mobile Massage Therapist

	
  

30 minute massage - £25 45 minute massage - £30
60 minute massage - £35
Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36
Mini Facial - £20

	
  

07747 102141 holly@holtherapy.co.uk	
  
www.holtherapy.co.uk

	
  

Male clients on referral only

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield
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Arranging a funeral can be stressful and
demanding: five generations of experience:
We believe we will make a difference.
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

24 Hour assistance
Modern and traditional options
Competitive costs
Funeral flowers on-line
In house monumental masons

Reading 0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are

I like to have some sort of theme in
year as it helps to focus my thoug
concentrating on vegetables and pud
dishes will not be strictly vegetaria

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services
•
•
•
•
•

Self Assessments tax returns prepared
and filed with HMRC from £125
Year accounts prepared and filed with
Companies House from £295
Corporation tax returns from £125
Annual returns prepared and filed
including filing fee from £100
My hourly rate for other accounting work
such as monthly accounts preparation is £30

Chiltern Insurance
Pangbourn
Business and Persona
from your Local

Call 01189 84

www.Chilterninsura

Other services include Accounts set up and training
(Sage), VAT returns, Wages and salaries and specific
financial and management accounting advice.
Please call Mark Chappell for further information.
Tel no: 07778 794453
Email: accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Pangbourne Magazine

Parish Magazine

St James House, Church Road, Pan

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are au
by the Financial Conduct Authority fo
Business
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the

blewbury building
company

New builds

House extensions

Garage conversions

Loft conversions

Refurbishments

Renovation

Wood frame buildings

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.

01235 850579
07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk
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Local Information
Advice and Support

Government

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury

01635 516 605

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am

0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical

MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)

0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames
Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)

0118 942 8001

David Betts (Conservative)

0118 967 8280

Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Mike Broun (chairman)

0118 984 3114

Revd Heather Parbury

Steve Webb (vice chairman)

0118 984 4194

Jon Chishick

0118 984 3666

0118 984 2928

Church Wardens
Julia Sheppard

0118 956 1820

John Haggarty

0118 984 4122

Jill Palfrey

0118 984 2698

Colin Pawson

0118 984 2619

Jonathan Pearson

0118 984 4837

Parochial Church Council
Tidmarsh Representatives

Libraries

Susan Worthington

0118 984 2937

Pangbourne

0118 984 4117

Valentina Britten Holden

0118 984 4912

Newbury

01635 519 900

Janice Proud

Village Hall Committee

Sulham Representatives
Gill Haggarty

0118 984 4122

Alan Maskell

0118 984 5326

Gillian Alderton

0118 984 2729

Denise Randell (bookings)

07745 243079

Emergency Contact

07954 140048

Judith Sumner

Friends of St Laurence
Jon Chishick, Chairman

0118 984 3666

West Berkshire District Council

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer

0118 984 2621

Main switchboard

01635 42400

Streetcare

01635 519080

Planning applications

01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees
with, views expressed in such submissions.
Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 6 June at the latest. Whilst we make every
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine,
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or
omissions that may occur.
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Local Information
Medical

Public Transport

The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne

Rail Travel
First Great Western

08457 000 125

National Rail Enquiries

08457 48 49 50

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust

TrainTracker (train times/fares)

0871 200 49 50

Reading office

Bus Travel

NHS Direct

West Berkshire office (Newbury)

0118 984 2234

0845 46 47
0118 950 3094
01635 42400

Parish Magazine Committee

DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)

0118 933 3725

Reading Buses

0118 9594000

Jenny Cope (editor)

0118 984 3466

Newbury Buses

01635 567500

Gillian Alderton

0118 984 2729

Thames Travel

01491 837988

Alison Boyland

0118 984 5202

Traveline

John Butler (treasurer)

0118 984 2621

National/local bus, train, coach,

Alan Maskell

0118 984 5326

ferry and underground info

Jennifer Nutt

0118 984 2370

Tina Shorter

0118 984 3949

Emergencies

Cathy Tucker

07773 379920

All non-emergencies

0871 200 22 33

999
101

Floodline

Scouts and Girl Guides

0345 988 1188

0118 933 1615

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group

Cubs, Jane Barkshire

07811 446 488

George Davidson

Scouts, Simon Pickett

01 18 933 1615

Beavers, Simon Pickett

Rainbows, Helen Randall
Brownies, Clare Pincock

0163548765
0118 984 4286

Guides, Helen Randall

0163548765

Rangers, Helen Randall

0163548765

07768 237132

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine
is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne
and printed by Fericon Press, Reading

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
			

12 Months		
Full page:

6 Months

Full page:

£100.00

£50.00

Half page:

£60.00

Half page:

£35.00

Quarter page:

£40.00

Quarter page:

£25.00

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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