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Editorial 

So here we are with the last issue of the year  - the weather as I write this has been 

very pleasant; I am still mowing the lawns and it is almost the end of October – I 

am sure this is a first!  It’s been a pleasure to be in the garden this October with 

warm sunny days and very little rain.  I know this is all set to change! 

Welcome to the November/ December 2011  issue of the magazine! 

It is this time of year that I think I have prepared well for the onslaught of freezing 

weather and even worse, snow.  This must be a small-holders and farmer’s worst night-

mare as it is such hard work lugging water to thirsty animals because the water troughs 

are frozen and distributing hay as the ground is either frozen or covered in snow.  Well I 

guess I am feeling rather smug as I have my hay nicely stored away and have pur-

chased a water bowser which fits on the back of our all-terrain buggy so that I can 

drive it around a top up troughs in the fields when they are frozen.  I am sure there will 

be some new problem for me to try and get around this winter but for the moment, I 

think I am fairly well set! 

We do have one big problem at the moment and it concerns a glossy-coated furry 

creature! A mink!  Well it might be plural – I expect it has a family.  These creatures live 

along river banks and prey on fish, birds, rabbits and maybe even a cat!  As I have 

already seen it skulking by my back door (where my beloved cats venture out a cou-

ple of times a day to do their business) you can imagine I am keen to get this creature 

dispatched as soon as possible.  Our first port of call was West Berkshire Council and 

the Environment Agency – both recommended us to a 

list of pest control companies.  Having called company 

after company who will see off just about every pest,  

not one is interested in helping us get rid of our mink!  As 

no other option is available we have today ordered a 

trap on ‘ebay’ but have already been warned that 

these wily little devils are not easily caught!  As we have 

never seen one before and mink never normally stray far 

from the river banks as they happily feed on fish, I am 

wondering whether the lack of water in the Pang is forcing our friend to hunt for food 

elsewhere?  

No doubt everyone reading this magazine has already called into Fielders the farm 

shop on the Tidmarsh Road.  Recently I decided to stop there.  What a surprise and a 

delight – a fantastic range of fresh and frozen produce, mouth-watering pies and deli-

cious cheeses – not to mention some really tasteful gift ideas!  If, like me, you haven’t 

bothered to stop there yet – I think it certainly worth a look.  It is run by Jo Fielder and 

she and her staff are extremely helpful and friendly. 

As always, please continue to send in your news, views, articles and photographs.  It is 

these contributions which really make this a village publication and make it so read-

able! 

Jenny Cope   jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or  0774 777 5900  
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Dates for your diary 
Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 

Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Vil-

lage Hall at 9.30 . 

The routes are not hard and the pace is 

not too fast, walks usually last for 1.5 - 2 

hours. All welcome, including well-

behaved dogs. 

 Next dates are, Friday 4th November,, 

Friday 2nd December , Friday 6 January 

Coffee morning 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

These are usually held on the first Friday of 

the month from 11am to 12noon. Normally 

the village walk precedes the coffee 

morning. 

  

Next dates are, Friday 4th November, Fri-

day 2nd December and Friday 6th Janu-

ary(2012).  

 

Christmas Coffee Morning 

Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Friday December 2nd   at 11.00 
 

 The coffee morning on December 2nd 

will be a special Christmas themed 

event. Come and help decorate the 

Christmas tree ready for the children’s 

Christmas party, or just enjoy coffee and 

a mince pie whilst chatting to friends 

and neighbours. Everyone is welcome. 

11 am onwards. 

 

 

Village Bike Rides 

There will be easy bike rides leaving from 

Sulham church. If you would like more 

information before coming on a ride 

please call Gillian on 9842729. 

 

Hall of sound 
On the last Friday of each month... 

...there is a music evening held in  

Pangbourne Village Hall. The music is per-

formed by an ever-changing line up of 

talented singers and musicians of all ages 

and is always very varied. Bring your own 

drinks and have a really enjoyable eve-

ning not too far from home! All ages are  

welcome.  

For more information, or if you would like 

to take part in future events, go to 

www.hallofsound.co.uk. 

 

Children’s Christmas Party 
On Sunday 4th December at 12noon to 

2pm 

There will be fun with games, party food 

and a special visit from Santa on his sleigh. 

Parents who can help with organisation 

would be appreciated. Please book a 

place for your child/children by contact-

ing Ian Walker on 0118 984 5558. 

 

Christmas Church Services & 

Carols 
See page 20 for full details 

http://www.hallofsound.co.uk
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Village Hall News  

100 Club draw 
Thank you to everyone who bought 100+ Club tickets. As a result of the amount of tick-

ets sold, each monthly draw will be awarded an extra 3rd prize, as well as a Bonus 

Draw in the New Year. The draws for September and October took place at the Quiz 

Night on Saturday 8th October, and the winners were as follows:- 

 

September Draw:  1st prize £25 Joan Bungay 

               2nd prize £15 John Pollard 

                   3rd prizes £10 John Rothery, Alison Boyland 

 

October Draw:      1st prize £25 Margaret Pawson 

        2nd prize £15 John Harland 

                   3rd prizes £10 Michelle Mann, John Lindsey 

 

The Children’s Christmas Party will be held in the village hall on Sunday 4th De-

cember from  12 noon to 2pm. We are delighted that Joanne and Ian Walker are able 

to organise another fun party for the children of the villages. There will be games, party 

food, and a special visit from Santa. Please bring a plate of party food. Any parents 

that can help with organisation would be appreciated. 

 

 If you have children that would like to attend, please contact Ian Walker to confirm 

their place on 0118 984 5558, and find out details of what to bring. 

 

Hiring the village hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on availability 

and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 0118 326 

6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 
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Circle Dancing in Pangbourne 
 

Circle dancing is a mixture of traditional folk dances (Balkan & elsewhere) 

and recently choreographed dances, the dances varying from energetic 

to meditative.   

Some dances (but not all!) are as easy 

as ‘walk walk sway sway”.  No partners 

are necessary.  Class members describe 

circle dancing as “a real find” with the 

wonderful music and the laughter and 

peace that the dancing brings. 

 

Classes in Pangbourne are run by 

trained teachers Margot & Les Peters  

Tel:  0118 9841559 or email:  

lesmargot@btinternet.com.  They wel-

come newcomers (including those who 

think they can’t dance!).  Why not give 

it a try?  You may find you love it! 

 

Circle dance classes are held in the 

Small Village Hall in Pangbourne from 

11.15am – 1.15pm (every 1st & 3rd Tues-

day of the month) and from 5-7pm 

(every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month)  

For exact dates, see Pangbourne Post 

Office window 

Come and Sing!  

We are launching a recruitment drive for singers at St James 

the Less Church, Pangbourne. 

Previous or new singers very welcome. Adults and children 7 

years old and above, experienced or not. 

Please contact Michael Wood 

(0118) 9843874  miclwood@btinternet.com  

mailto:miclwood@btinternet.com
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Oil Buying Update 

In an early summer magazine issue, I pro-

posed finding out if there was enough interest in setting up a group to get 

a better Heating Oil price through grouping our orders together. The re-

sponse was that 12 addresses expressed an interest, so a small group 

came into being. 
 

As a first step, it was agreed to place a group order for those requiring oil at four deliv-

ery times during the year: September, December, February and May. An initial order 

was put together for September this year and seven quotes from local suppliers were 

received, which ranged upwards from 52.5p a litre, so the cheapest quote was se-

lected and the oil was delivered to six local addresses. 

 

A Group is attractive to suppliers, because a bulk oil order by standard tanker is 

cheaper for them to deliver in both driver’s time and tanker costs to a minimum num-

ber of close drop off points. So the price quoted by them reflects both their savings 

and the bulk business offered. 

 

If the Group can grow, then more frequent order dates can be offered to members 

and a stronger negotiating position on price can be established for every group order. 

 

There is no membership fee and members pay for their own individual order to that 

supplier’s invoice terms. 

 

If you would like details of the present group scheme or wish to join, please telephone 

me on 0118 9842621 or e-mail butlersjandj@btinternet.com                     

John Butler 

Star “Drip In” 

 
September saw David Walliams drip in for lunch 

at The Swan, Pangbourne on his epic swim of the 

Thames. Here he is negotiating  

Mapledurham Lock at Purley. 

mailto:butlersjandj@btinternet.com
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What The Dickens....Tootlin’ On 

An update on Colin and Margaret Paw-

son’s unique journey 
 

Well, we made it … having left Windsor Castle at 

1pm on Sunday, 113 miles later, assisted by 13 

horses, both coaches, Nimrod and Monarch, 

drove into the central courtyard of Warwick Castle 

at precisely 2pm on Friday. 

            

It was good to see some of you at Windsor, 

Waltham St Lawrence and Crowmarsh Gifford; 

thank you for your support.  People along the 

route were remarkably generous shaking almost 

£4000 into the collecting buckets. 

 

There were no untoward incidents; the weather 

was fine and dry and on Friday the sun glittered on 

the coaches as they swept around the round-

about at Junction 15 on the M40! 

  

A full report will be in the Jan Parish Mag. 

  

Tootlin’ on, 

 

Colin Pawson 
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 TV is switching to digital 

all over the UK and in 

February 2012 the tradi-

tional TV signal will be 

switched off in the Merid-

ian region. If you don’t 

have digital TV by the 

time of switchover, you 

will lose your TV channels 

and have a blank screen. 

 

The BBC-run Switchover 

Help Scheme is con-

cerned that no-one is left 

with a blank screen after 

the switchover and offers 

practical help for older 

and disabled people to 

convert one TV set to 

digital, including installa-

tion of the easy-to-use 

equipment, a demonstra-

tion of how to use it and 12 months of aftercare service including a free helpline. 

 

Eligible people have been sent a Help Scheme information pack through the post 

explaining the help available. Most people will be asked to pay £40 towards the 

standard option of help.  

You are eligible for the Help Scheme if you are: 

 

aged 75 or over, or 

live in a care home (for six months or more), or 

receive (or could get): 

 Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or  

Attendance or Constant Attendance Allowance, or 

 Mobility Supplement, or  

registered blind or partially sighted 

 

There will be extensive TV coverage about the Help Scheme and eligible people 

will receive an information pack but to get the help they are entitled to they must 

respond to the letter.   

 

 

Switch to digital TV 
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Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and 

Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, includ-

ing their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at: 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Application Ref Address Proposal 

 11/02092/HOUSE  Glade House 

Tidmarsh Lane  
Single Storey Rear Extension 

11/01423/HOUSE  6 Tidmarsh Barns 

Tidmarsh Lane 

Construction of porch extension and instal-

lation of conservation type roof windows.  

11/01424/HOUSE  7 Tidmarsh Barns 

Tidmarsh Lane 

Construction of porch extension and instal-

lation of roof windows and installation of 

log burning stove with enlarged chimney.  

Planning Applications 

The Switchover Help Scheme has helped hundreds of thousands of people to 

switch to digital. For more information, call 0800 40 85 900 or visit 

www.helpscheme.co.uk. 

 

Perhaps you know someone who needs a helping hand at Switchover time?  That 

person will have to ask for the assistance so you could help them make that 

‘phone call  to the Switchover Help Scheme.  

 

If you are not eligible for the help scheme, information is available from Digital UK. 

If you are watching Freeview channels already you are using the digital signal 

and you will only have to re-tune your set twice in February when prompted to do 

so.  

08456 50 50 50 or www.digitaluk.co.uk 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/advancedSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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Hall Place Annual Horse Show 

The 31st Hall Place Annual Horse Show in Reading was held on the August 

Bank Holiday in fine weather.  New to the show was affiliated British Show-

jumping classes – the BS course was built by Mr Cockcroft-Oliver who trav-

elled from Southampton.  
 
Twelve year old Chippi Cope riding Crossways Su-

perstar (eft) was the winner of the Novice Rider 

Jumping.  Chippi, a local rider from Tidmarsh was 

presented with the Alexandra Wicks Trophy by 

sponsor Mrs Rosemary Keogh.  ‘We got Superstar 

from the Blue Cross 3 years ago and he wasn’t used 

to jumping but he’s really got into it and he im-

presses me every time!’ said Chippi.  

 

Tina McPeak and Baron had a successful day win-

ning the Novice and Open Jumping.  This combina-

tion are members of the West Oxfordshire Riding Club anjd like to do a bit of everything. 

 

The Pony Club Pony winner was Isabel Mora with Alfies Little Star.  Isabel was also successful 

with her other horse, Summer Blues Monte – first in the Ridden Coloured class and the Maxi 

Cob.  They went on to win the Ridden Championship.  Isabel said ‘I haven’t had Monte long 

but he’s proving to be a real sweetie.  He is really nervous but very good and willing, I just 

love him!’ 

 

The Hunter Championship went to Kate Byles with Puzzles Morpheos, a 17.3hh chestnut 

warmblood x thoroughbred by Dexters Puzzle.  Kate from Binfield has owned ‘Morph’ from 

18 months – he is now 6 and started showing this year.  Abbisfields Pandora ridden by Isa-

belle McClelland was placed first as Working Hunter Pony and Family Pony.  Isabelle, from 

Emmer Green, is trained by Buckle Goddard and stables ‘Bee’ in Upper Basildon. 

 

The In Hand Mountain & Moorland class winners were Jackie Bailey 

with Welsh A – Talgarth Venus and Carmen Streams with Jumbo.  

‘Venus has been with me for a year.  She has an outgoing personal-

ity and really enjoys shows.  We hope to build on our success at Hall 

Place’ said Jackie.  Amanda Sykes from Warfield with Perceus took 

the ribbons for the In Hand Coloured Horse and went on to take the 

Championship. 

 

The Hall Place Supreme Championship went to retrained racehorse, 

Alcazar, extremely well ridden by Ellie Goddard, pictured right.  This 

talented young rider, following in her family’s successful footsteps, 

collected the RLW Challenge Trophy and generous prizes from 

sponsors McGonnell & Gillatt Veterinary Practice and Carr, Day & 

Martin. 
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Community furniture projects aim to provide 

affordable furniture to their local communi-

ties. They collect or accept reusable furni-

ture, electrical goods, bikes and bric-a-brac, 

which they sell back to the community. The 

furniture, electrical goods and bikes are sold 

on a two price systems; a slightly higher price 

for the general public and a lower price for 

people who qualify for a range of discounts. 

However, all items are affordable and fully 

safety checked. The projects in turn support 

a wide variety of meaningful volunteering 

and training opportunities for people in the 

community and individual with a range of 

special needs, aimed at helping people en-

ter or retain employment. 

The projects have large environmental bene-

fits with the Newbury and Basingstoke Com-

munity Furniture Projects diverting almost 600 

tons of waste from landfill last year, which is 

the equivalent of saving approximately 2000 

tonnes of CO2.  Furthermore, by reusing 

these items, the projects help to save money 

on your council tax. 

 

Additionally, some projects support people in 

exceptional need who have been identified 

by social service as requiring furniture and 

electrical goods urgently. 

 

 

Are you looking for a bargain, vintage or quirky piece of furniture? 

Have you been bitten by the up-cycling bug? 

Would you like to de-clutter your home? 

Are you moving home or in need of a 

house clearance? 

Do you have some spare time you wish 

to give to a worthwhile cause? 

  

Have you considered a community furniture 

Community Furniture Project 

If you wish to donate items, wish to buy quality goods or have some spare time to 

give to a worthwhile cause, why not consider one to the local projects listed be-

low. 

 

Community Furniture Project (Newbury) 01635 43933 

                                                                    

Community Furniture Project (Greenham) 01635 500878 

 

Community Furniture Project (Basingstoke) 01256 320700 

                                                                  www.cpfbasingstoke.org 

 

Different projects can accept different items, so please check with the branches 

before donating. 
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Tidmarsh vs Sulham Cricket Match 

This year the annual cricket match was 

played on Saturday 27th August.  

Englefield Cricket ground always provides an 

excellent venue even more so this year as 

Englefield House which had been covered 

the previous week by scaffolding and sheet-

ing was revealed to provide a splendid 

backdrop. The match took place over the 

Bank Holiday weekend so finding players for 

both teams proved a challenge. 

 

However twenty two players strode out into 

the sunshine as the two captains tossed a 

coin for choice of batting. Mike Hall captain 

for Tidmarsh won the toss and chose to bat 

first. Opening batsman for Tidmarsh was Ian 

Peacock-Evans and he made a good start 

hitting a series of singles before getting into 

his stride with a score of 28 before retiring. As 

usual our rules require a batsman to retire 

when they reach a score over 25 and each 

of the fielding side must bowl 2 overs. The 

Sulham bowling came up with the desired 

line and length and Tidmarsh found runs hard 

to make. The best part of Sulhams attack 

was the fielding especially the catching. In 

total six wickets fell to catches including a 

caught and bowled by James Anderson. 

Tidmarsh wickets fell at a regular rate and no 

other player managed to get into double 

figures. A final score of 73 all out would be 

difficult to defend. 

 

After a sumptuous tea provided by the ladies 

of the villages Sulham started their innings. 

There was just one break for a rain shower 

but luckily the weather held out. The opening 

batsmen had a difficult time with a spell of 

bowling from Daniel and Stuart Robertson. 

However Tommy Puxley coming in at number 

three hit several boundaries before being 

caught out going for a big hit on 24. The 

middle order found runs hard to make with 

fine bowling from Tidmarsh particularly the 

younger members. It was then down to Sul-

ham captain James Haggarty to hit  the 

winning runs and finish things off as tension 

stated to mount. Sulham winning by 5 wick-

ets in the 19th over. 

 

As usual it was a very enjoyable day, a  big 

thankyou to all players especially those like 

Jon Wakefield who came to the rescue at 

the last minute. We were grateful for John 

Chiswick for acting as umpire in both innings. 

Thanks also to supporters and everyone who 

helped with the teas. When we have the 

date for 2012 please put it in your diary it 

would then make things easier for the cap-

tains to get their teams together.   

 

John Haggarty 
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Up and Coming Events 

The Record ...... 
 

YEAR            WINNING TEAM 

2011            SULHAM 

2010               SULHAM 

2009         TIDMARSH 

2008             RAINED OFF 

2007       TIDMARSH 

2006       TIDMARSH BY 1 RUN 

2005      SULHAM 

2004      SULHAM 

2003     TIDMARSH 

2002     TIDMARSH 

2001   CANCELLED FOOT AND MOUTH OUTBREAK 

2000     SULHAM 

1999     TIDMARSH 

1998     SULHAM 

1997    TIDMARSH 

SAVVY Girls: Autumn/Winter 2 Day De-

signer New & Secondhand Shopping Event 

Wednesday 16th & 17th November 10am-9pm 

The George Hotel, Pangbourne.  

Occasion & Casual Wear Labels:    Marc Jacobs,  

Karen Millen, Whistles, Jigsaw, Coast,  

Hollister, Boden, Zara, Reiss, Topshop etc  

See you there... for a Coffee and a Shop. £2 Entrance   

Donations to Cancer Research & Raffle Ticket. 

Email: mirelle2505@hotmail.co.uk for future sales info 

mailto:mirelle2505@hotmail.co.uk
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 By Richard Thomas 
 

In the editorial to the September/October edition of our parish magazine Jenny 

Cope drew attention to the lack of water. Indeed, the Sul brook has been a very 

sad sight for the past few weeks. In August a trickle of water only just reached us, 

halfway down the lane, where it finally disappeared into the gravel at the end of 

our garden. As I write this, in late September, things are improving. Water is begin-

ning to flow under the hummocky bridge in Sulham Lane but still then disappears 

into the gravel beds under Broom Copse, lying between the bridge and Home 

Farm. 

Notes From The Sul 

Older Ordnance Survey maps clearly show 

that the Sul started at a spring just to the 

north of what was the A4 road immediately 

to the east of Theale. It then drained the low-

lying marshy ground at North Street before 

running due north to Sulham before being 

joined by ditches draining the marsh of Tid-

marsh. Alas, the spring is no more, neither is 

there much of the marshes. Perhaps this is 

not surprising as an enormous volume of wa-

ter is extracted by the pumping station at 

Pangbourne. It is then pumped by a pipe 

crossing Sulham Lane up the hill to Tilehurst. 

The water table has been considerably low-

ered, drying up the spring and marshes and 

making it much easier for the water to flow 

into the gravel beds. 

 

Things must have been very different in the 

past. Nunhide Farm has woodland called 

Sluice Copse, so presumably the water was 

already being controlled, only one kilometre 

from the spring. At Sulham Farm there used 

to be a large bathing place.  

 

The 1912 OS map clearly shows a substantial 

building surrounding a pond cut into the 

brook. Only a little further north is shown a 

boat house in the 

(former) Rectory 

garden. At Home 

Farm one can still 

see the old water 

mill wheel, with the 

remains of sub-

stantial works serv-

ing the mill and 

Purley Hall’s decorative lake, known as The 

Canal. Oh, if only..... 

 

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and let 

us see what we shall see. 

 

Richard Thomas. September 2011 
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Countryside Matters 

Pang & Kennet Valley 
The Friends of the Pang and Kennet Valley 

Countryside Project has been set up to repre-

sent all of the people who care about the 

countryside in the two valleys. The events be-

low are co-ordinated by The Friends and give 

you the opportunity to come out on practical 

tasks, learn new skills, meet new people and, above all, enjoy yourself.  

 

 

The tasks usually begin around 10am and finish by 4pm but you are very welcome to 

come for as much time as you wish to give during these hours. Please wear suitable 

footwear and clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you are coming for the full day. 

Hot drinks are usually provided, as are the necessary tools. 

For further information please contact the Project Office 0118 930 5336 or see the  

website - www.pangandkennetvalleys.org.uk 

A selection of events below 

Tue Nov 8. Garden Cottage, Streatley — Water Meadow Management —10am   Meet at  
recreational ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Rd. SU 593 812 

Tue 15 Nov. Hockett Field, Upper Bucklebury—Hedge Maintenance—10am. Parking on area 

of concrete standing to the south of the Bucklebury to Chapel Row Road at SU 547687  

Sun Nov 13. Bucklebury Common — Heathland Management—10am. Join Bucklebury 

Heathland Management Group.  Meet Angels Corner   SU550 688 

Tue 22 Nov River Lambourn, Newbury—River Conservation Day—10am.  Meet at Riverside 

Community Centre car park (Rosemoor Gardens, Newbury RG14 2FG) 

Tue 6 Dec. Rushall Manor Farm. Coppicing. 10am. Help with coppicing work. Meet at the 

Black Barn, off Back Lane between Stanford Dingley and Bradfield. SU 583 723. 

Sat 10 Dec. Bucklebury Common. Heathland Management. 10am.  Join Bucklebury Heath-

land Management Group.  Meet Angels Corner   SU550 688 

Tue Nov 8. Garden Cottage, Streatley — Water Meadow Management —10am   Meet at  
recreational ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Rd. SU 593 812 

Tue 20 Dec. Pangfield Farm, Stanford Dingley—Hedgelaying—10am.   Meet at the gateway 

opposite Pangfield Farm. Grid ref SU 566716 
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Village Quiz October 2011 

The Tidmarsh vs Sulham Annual Quiz was 

another challenging set of questions 

compiled by master quiz compilers John 

and Annette Chiswick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six 

teams battled to get the highest points and 

the the top three teams were less than 10 

points apart. 

 

Last year’s winning team headed by Peter 

and Joy King were this year pipped at the 

post by a Tidmarsh team named the Grass 

Cutters. The Grass Cutters consisted of John 

and Jane Butler, Geoff and Pat Eastman, 

and Alan and Leah Maskell. They enjoyed 

chocs and wine as the prize 

 

The Harry Potter Quiz was naturally won by 

the youngest participants, Claire & Katie. 

Their prize—Butter Beer straws! 

 

An enjoyable evening including a buffet that 

has become an annual village event. 
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Restaurant Review by Richard Thomas 

The Crooked Billet, Stoke Row 
 

“What a joy to go somewhere where the 

chef obviously enjoys his food and the staff 

are clearly pleased to serve you”. 

 

That is what I wrote about The Crooked Billet 

some while ago. I make no apologies for 

reviewing the same restaurant again for I am 

happy to say that Rosemary and I found it 

just as good as previously. 

 

It was on a Monday evening that we de-

cided to go out. But where to go on a Mon-

day when so many places are closed? Per-

haps to Henley, where there must surely be 

somewhere, but on the way let's see whether 

The Crooked Billet is open. Indeed it was, 

and full at that, with one of their musical eve-

nings about to begin. We were very lucky. 

Only one table for two was all that remained 

available. 

I don't know how the chef/proprietor Paul 

Clerehugh does it: he offers 15 starters, 15 

main courses and 12 desserts. How were we 

to choose? All sounded both interesting and 

delicious. Eventually Rosemary settled on half 

a dozen rock oysters (£9.95) followed by a 

veal chop with grilled asparagus and wild 

mushroom fricassee (£20). I had seared scal-

lops with pea purée, pea shoots and ice 

leaves (£12.85) and then a cote du boeuf of 

Dexter beef with roquette pesto, tomato, 

mushroom and watercress (£24.95). The beef 

dish was described as generous, as indeed it 

was. In fact the whole meal should be de-

scribed as generous, not just as to the 

amount served but also for the quality and 

standard of cooking. The generosity of The 

Crooked Billet was emphasised by us not 

being charged the usual extra £10 for the 

Jazz musical evening as we had only gone 

for the meal. We were lucky as we were 

celebrating our wedding anniversary! 

 

 

 

For dessert I had a delicious Laphroaig and 

walnut treacle tart with whisky cream (£5.60). 

Rosemary's Guinness ice cream with choco-

late sauce (£5) was the one and only unfor-

tunate disappointment of the evening. She 

wanted to try it as a Guinness ice cream 

sounded a little odd: in truth, we felt that is 

just what it was! 

The bill came to nearly £120 including a bot-

tle of Chilean pinot noir and the usual 10% 

"optional" gratuity. That is considerably more 

than the weekday fixed-price lunch menu 

(now £14.95 for two courses plus £3.95 for a 

dessert) we previously enjoyed but neverthe-

less, having again thoroughly enjoyed a stan-

dard rarely bettered, we came away com-

pletely satisfied in every respect (except for 

the Guinness ice cream!). 

If you have a special occasion coming up, or 

simply want a delicious meal in a friendly 

atmosphere, Rosemary and I cannot more 

highly recommend a visit to The Crooked 

Billet. In the meantime do look at their web-

site, particularly for Paul Clerehugh's perti-

nent comments on modern food and his 

search for quality. 

The Crooked Billet,  

Newlands Lane, Stoke Row 

Tel: 01491 681048   
thecrookedbillet.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

18                Tidmarsh with Sulham

 

Gardening Matters 

Purley Horticultural Society           

Late Summer Show 
The Society, together with Purley W.I. Held a very successful Show at Purley Memo-

rial Hall on Saturday, 10 September with over 400 entries (100 more than last year).  
The judges were all very impressed with the standard of the entries and particularly the qual-

ity of flowers and pot plants was excellent.  The Show was very well supported by the gen-

eral public and we would like to thank everyone who came along and purchased raffle 

tickets, also tea and cakes. Rick Jones(Chairman of the Parish Council) presented cups, etc. 

to the following winners:- 

   

  

 

 Talks 

On Wednesday, 16 November Paul Patton with give a talk on “Diet Plan for Plants” in Purley 

Memorial Hall commencing at 8pm. Paul has spent 30 plus years in the growing industries, 

farming & horticulture and now down sized to gardening and his main interest is growing fruit 

and veg.  For the past ten years he has been involved in many different aspects of garden-

ing, writing, broadcasting, training  and event management. 

 

R.H.S. 
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the R.H.S. 

Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one guest at a 

special rate.  If you require further information or would like the card, please contact Wendy 

Chapman on 9429067. 

 

I hope you have had a successful gardening season. 

 

Marion Dabbs, 

 9422349 

 
 

Banksian Medal and and Purley Home and Garden 

Bowl for best exhibit in Flowers/Pot Plants 

Mr. Ray Stuart 

Reg Ayers Memorial Trophy   Mr. Paul Humphreys/ Mr. 

Robin Lewington 

PHS Perpetual Challenge Cup , Frankston Vase and 

Fairfoull Cup 

Mr.  Graham Chapman 

Neil Buckle Trophy Mrs. Barbara Ayres 

Golden Jubilee Cup Miss Ruby Kirk 

Purley Homecraft Salver for best exhibit in Cookery/

handicraft Section and W.I. Cup 

Mrs. Ann Thomsom 
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 Gardening Matters   contd........... 

A Year In Your Garden   Nov/ Dec 
Gillian Alderton 

 
Planting tulips in early November will help to avoid 

the risk of them being affected by fungal disease. 

Planting on to a bed of coarse grit helps to avoid 

problems of rotting. Collins in Pangbourne stock a 

good range of tulip bulbs often discounted towards 

the end of the planting season. 

 

This is a good time to plant bare-rooted roses. (www.davidaustinroses.com) For best 

results prepare the planting hole, allowing enough room for the roots to be spread out, 

work in well-rotted manure or garden compost, as roses need to be well fed to flower 

through the season. 

 

Autumn leaves collected and stored make leaf mould; a great asset in the garden for 

mulching or adding into potting compost. A simple way to make it is to collect the 

leaves into garden plastic bags, tie loosely at the top and stab some holes in the sides 

then store in a corner of the garden. In a year you will have lovely crumbly leaf mould. 

Collecting the leaves using your lawn mower on a high cut before putting them into 

bags speeds up the decay process, especially if there are a few grass cutting in-

cluded. 

Septic Tanks Registration Hold! 
 

The Environment Agency have put the need to register septic tanks on 

hold for the time being: 
 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/118753.aspx 
 

 

The above link explains this decision 

          Parish Council 

 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/118753.aspx
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Christmas Church Activities 

St Laurence Church, Tidmarsh 

 
 December 24th 

3pm.   Christingle Service 

11pm.  Christmas Communion 

 January 1st 

11am.  Epiphany Family Service 

   

Carol singing :     
Tuesday  December 20th.   Starting in Stra-

chey Close at 6:30pm. 

  

Ring Jennifer Nutt (0118 984 2370) or  

Julia Sheppard (0118 956 1820) for further 

details 

St Nicholas Church, Sulham 
Celebrate St Nicholas at 

6pm on December 4 

December 8th 

11am   Crib Service 

6pm Carol Service 

December 25th 

11am  Christmas Celebration 

Carol Singing: 

Monday December 19th starting at  St 

Nicholas  Lych Gate 6.30pm 

Church matters  
3 November Remembrance Sunday 
 

St Laurence 

10:45   Remembrance and Holy Communion 

 

 St Nicholas 

10:45 Remembrance 

 

      Advent Sunday 27 November 

 

              All Churches Together 

6pm Advent Carol Service   Mulled Wine                        

and Mince Pies in St James the Less with 

Pangbourne College Chamber Choir 

Christmas Tree 

Decorating St Nicholas Church for Christmas will take place on December 17th at 

11 am. During the family service on the 18th children present will be invited to help 

hang the baubles on the tree and set up the nativity scene. 
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Church matters  

The oldest is medieval St Laurence in Tid-

marsh where a lively family worship is held 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful Victo-

rian estate church and is very popular for 

weddings and baptisms. 

 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is our 

largest church and can seat 300 people 

for our community events. Weekly worship 

begins with Prayer Book Holy Communion 

in the early morning followed by Sunday 

at Ten contemporary worship for all ages. 

 

Each church has other services on a 

monthly pattern including a variety of 

evening services from Prayer Book to Con-

temporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

 

We are a worshipping community commit-

ted to the Word of God and being in 

Communion. We follow preaching series, 

keep the church seasons and celebrate 

Holy Communion three times weekly. 

 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 

in worship, we teach and baptise those 

seeking Christian faith and would like to 

encourage all members of the Church of 

England to For full service details, please 

see the church noticeboards. 

  
contribute regularly to the mission of the 

Church serving the people in our villages. 

 

Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh 

  

Family service on the 1st Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Family communion is held on the 2nd Sun-

day of each month at 11 am. 

 

Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham 

  

Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

 

  

Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 

The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the Christian 

community gather for worship.  

Your Roman Catholic church 

 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne 

which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. 

Confession is by arrangement. 

 

For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on  

0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 
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    MASKELL HANDYMAN      

AND GARDEN SERVICES 

    Tidmarsh RG8 8EX 

 

Clearing Gutters & Exterior  

Maintenance 
Painting, Decorating, Tiling 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Fencing, Gates, Sheds 
Tree, Shrub and Hedge Trimming 

Lawns, Flower/ Vegetable Beds 

Pond Cleaning, Garden Tidying 

Other jobs considered 

References Available 

Contact Alan 

       Tel:- 0118 984 5326 

      Mobile:- 07954 140048 

Email:- alanrmaskell@hotmail.com 
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Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business. 

 

Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience. 

 

Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.  

 

All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets. 

 

Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden 

and impress your friends just ask! 

 

Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades. 

 

Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties. 
 

Call now for a free estimate  

0118 984 4391 

07920 776 116 

info@chilternelectric.co.uk 

or visit 

www.chilternelectric.co.uk 

 

We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask! 

mailto:info@chilternelectric.co.uk
http://www.chilternelectric.co.uk


Advertisements 

24                                                   Tidmarsh with Sulham 

  

  
 

Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 

New treatment offer  

Aromatherapeutic Facial only £31 Save £5  
Offer ends 31st 0ctober  2011 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk 
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

 

PREMIER GARDENS 
& FENCING 

 

FENCING   PAVING & PATIOS 

T URFING      SHED  BA SES  

BLOCK P AVI NG    D ECKI NG  

BRI CK WA LLS  

C A L L  F O R  F R E E   

Q U O T A T I O N  

 

P HONE :   01 1 8  97 1  4 98 7  

M OBIL E :  0 7 83 3  6 42 74 0  

E m a i l : a d y qu i c k @ y a hoo . c o .u k  

    w w w . p re mi e r ga r d ens . b i z  

mailto:holly@holtherapy.co.uk
http://www.holtherapy.co.uk


Please mention Tidmarsh & Sulham Parish Mag when replying to adverts 

Parish Magazine                                                                                                                 25 

  

  



Advertisements 

26                                                   Tidmarsh with Sulham 

  

  

 

PR Motors 
    We can 

    Collect and deliver your car free of charge 

    Do all routine servicing 

    Carry out any repairs 

    Supply, fit and balance tyres 

    MOT on the premises (while you wait if you like) 

    Read fault codes to the same spec as many main agents 

    Recover most vehicles 
  

             We are              We work on 
  
                 Competitively priced             All cars 

                 Efficient               Quads 

                 Friendly               Horse lorries 

                 Local               Trailers 

           Commercial vehicles 

          

          We have more than 1600 customers—why not join them? 
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                          

 

 

                 0118 984 4889            www.prmotors.biz                RG8 8HG 

 

http://www.prmotors.biz
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CLEAN AND TIDY  

Catherine  
 

C a t  b y  n a m e . . .   

C l e a n  &  Ti d y  b y  n a t u r e    

T e l  0 1 1 8  9 6 2 4 5 7 1   

E m a i l   c a t h y ba n i u k @ a o l . c o m  

DUSTING.  HOOVERING.  
POLISHING.  I RONING.  

SPRING CLEANS  
 

REGULAR OR ONE -OFF VISITS  
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L.K. PROPERTY SERVICES 
  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 

REFURBISHMENTS 

AND CONSTRUCTION 

  

EXTENSIONS & BUILDING ALTERATIONS 

  

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

  

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING & HEATING 

  

LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCING & DRAINAGE 

  

WOOD FLOORING, CARPENTRY & DECORATING 

  

BRICK WORK, PLASTERING, FLOOR / WALL TILING 

  
  
  

CALL LEE KEELER 

Tel: 01635 579656 (Compton) Mobile: 07710 380408 

WEBSITE www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 

  

FREE QUOTATIONS 
  

COURTEOUS SERVICE 
  

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
  

ESTABLISHED 1992 

  

SERVING TIDMARSH, SULHAM 

& SURROUND VILLAGES 
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Advice and support 

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 

Bartholomew St,  Newbury 01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 

Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Clubs and Societies 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 

Margaret Pawson (president)    0118 984 2619 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  

Tidmarsh and Sulham 

Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928 

 

Church wardens 

Cherry East       ...........................0118 984 2636 

Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820 

Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370 

Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698 

Ann Bolam ................................ 0118 942 1020 

Parochial Church Council 

  

Tidmarsh representatives 

Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912 

 

 

Sulham representatives 

Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

 

Friends of St Laurence 

Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768 

Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666 

Government 

MP for Reading West 

Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881 

 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 

Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280 

 

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 

Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860 

Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837 

Libraries 
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117 

Newbury       ...............................01635 519 900 

 
 

Local Information  

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 

magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 

reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views ex-

pressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 December at the latest. Whilst we make every effort 

to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot 

accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur. 
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If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 

0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 

Full page – £100 Full page – £50 

Half page – £60 Half page – £30 

Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of 

£15. Please send your advert details or changes to alanrmaskell@hotmail.com 

Medical 

The Boat House Surgery 

Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne.....0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 

Reading office ............................0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  ........................... 0118 984 5202 

John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370 

Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820 

Public transport 

Rail travel 

First Great Western ....................08457 000 125  

National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50  

TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50 

 

Bus travel 

DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)..0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  .............................0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500 

Thames Travel...............................01491 837988 

Traveline 

National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33 

 

Emergencies ............................................999 

 

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505 

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire...............    07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286   

Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765 

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard ...................... 01635 42400 

Streetcare  ...................................01635 519080 

Planning applications  ................01635 519111 

Local Information ..... Continued 



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk 


