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Editorial

Well autumn is well and truly upon us and I am sure those of us who live on flood 
plains and near water courses are hoping for a nice crisp cold winter with very little 
rain. Our local Flood Group representative, George Davidson, has done an excellent 
job clearing the ditches from Moor Copse through Mill Corner Farm and the water 
is able to flow freely. Hopefully everyone else will do this too, then if we do have the 
continuous rain again, the water should be able to get away quickly and we will avoid 
homes being at risk from flood waters and the roads will remain passable.

During the past month Fran 
Wakefield along with Darrell 
has worked really hard clearing 
the foliage from and around the 
bridge over the Pang on the right 
of way which links Mill Lane with 
Tidmarsh Road. This was no easy 
task and required her actually 
getting into the river! After the 
foliage was cleared it exposed 
some rusted and broken steelwork 
and this has been replaced by 
Nigel Cope so the bridge is now 
safe and a pleasure to use. Finally, 
this past week, Fran has painted 
the bridge in the traditional colour paint. The bridge was constructed in 1903 and 
with care and maintenance, it will hopefully last another 100 years. A number of 
people have emailed me to request that we thank Fran for taking the initiative to tidy 
up this well-used bridge and it is a pleasure to do so. 

In this issue there is a notice from the local first responders. As you will all know, 
these are the people that are first on the scene in the event of a medical emergency 
and often make a difference between life and death. They make a plea to ensure 
your property is easy to find. During the summer holiday my son Henry worked as 
a courier for a well known delivery company and he had first- hand experience of 
those properties which are tucked off the beaten track with no sign on the road and a 
postcode which encompasses several properties. He spent many hours driving around 
trying to find some properties and it did make us think, what would happen in an 
emergency? So if you are one of those properties that is tucked away or your sign is 
old and not very visible, please take the time to rectify this – if only to ensure you get 
that much wanted parcel delivered!

Jenny Cope

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk – 0774 777 5900
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Mediaeval Tidmarsh

I found the article in the last issue of the Parish Magazine ‘treasures beneath our feet’ 
absolutely fascinating, revealing the fact that our village of Tidmarsh has been a busy 
and varied community all the way back to Saxon times. I have been increasingly 
interested in the history of Tidmarsh since I started restoring my own garden and 
researching some of the records going back to medieval times. So the finds by the 
metal detectorists really brought alive the people that have inhabited our village in a 
bygone age.

In the twelfth century the order of Cluniac monks arrived from France and established 
a grange in the village of Tidmarsh serving Reading Abbey. Perhaps the silver coins 
dated 1180 found by Jim and Jon slipped from the purse of one of these holy men, or 
maybe someone that traded with them

The religious orders were great reclaimers of land and it was they who dug ditches 
and drained the marshes to cultivate the fertile land in order to produce food and 
grapes for wine which they transported to Reading Abbey via the River Thames. Who 
said global warming is a new thing? It is worth noting that at the beginning of the 
thirteenth century it was not unusual to buy English wine, but due to climate change 
by the end of that century, English vineyards had all disappeared.

My home is a converted Tithe Barn,the present building dating back to 1760. A tithe 
barn is a type of barn used for storing tithes for the church and manor, reaching 
back to the Middle Ages. Because of the practice of building on top of previous 
foundations, and recorded evidence of a medieval barn in Tidmarsh, it is likely my 
tithe barn was built on the site of a medieval barn. I share this ancient part of the 
village with St Laurence church and The Grange manor house which sadly has now 
been demolished.

In 1239 it is recorded that the manor of Tidmarsh formed part of an inheritance 
comprising a messuage (dwelling house) a vineyard and garden. I have no evidence 
but it seems possible to me the garden referred to could be the site of my own which 
I have been restoring for the past eight years. The concept for my walled garden was 
born when the The Grange was bulldozed and the site redeveloped. In order to retain 
my privacy it was agreed that the developers would form an end wall creating a full 
enclosure.

It was a wonderful surprise to discover that, on digging the footings for the new 
section of the wall, ancient foundations were uncovered indicating that it had 
originally been a walled garden. This was an exciting discovery for me as it meant that 
I was not embarking on a new garden, but the restoration of an old one.

Back to the exciting find of a silver sixpence dated 1581. This was at a time when 
Robert Earl of Essex (a huge favourite of Elizabeth I) was the registered owner of the 
manor of Tidmarsh. As our treasure hunters state, it was a huge amount of money at 
that time and would likely have come from the purse of a person of wealth, perhaps 
even a member of the Elizabethan court. We know that Elizabeth herself was a 
visitor to the area. Indeed the oak trees planted in the avenue at Bucklebury were to 
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commemorate her visit. It is perhaps worth noting that when Robert Earl of Essex fell 
out of favour with the Queen, and was ultimately beheaded, the manor of Tidmarsh 
was confiscated and held by the crown.

Another interesting resident of Tidmarsh in the 16th century is Henry Leynham who 
died 1517 and lies in front of the altar of St. Laurence Church. In those times to be 
buried as close to God as possible guaranteed an easier passage to heaven. There was 
also a hierarchy in the graveyard, it being preferable to be buried close to the church, 
the thinking being that on the edges one might be overlooked by the Almighty. 
Henry Leynham was a Squire to the Body of King Henry VIII, meaning he was a royal 
courtier.

In 1544 Jane Leynham, the widow of his son Robert Leynham, donated a Missal 
to St. Lawrence Church in memory of her husband. During the reformation this 
amazing artefact found its way to the private library at Lulworth Castle belonging to 
Thomas Weld. The book has been defaced and certain saints’ names such as Thomas 
a Becket scratched out, and it would be natural to assume that it went to this Catholic 
family for safe keeping. The Missal eventually came up for sale in a New Bond Street 
bookshop in the nineteen thirties. Evidence of past ownership in the Missal led Mr 
Ellis, a dealer in rare books, to contact the Tidmarsh Parochial Church Council, and 
the parishioners of Tidmarsh clubbed together to purchase the book for the sum 
of £128. It came back to its rightful place and is a wonderful 500 year old thing to 
behold.

With history on my mind I often think of the previous gardeners through the 
ages that might have toiled this particular plot of mine right back to the monks 
that tended their vineyard and garden. They might recognise a little of my twenty 
first century garden, perhaps the parterres, herbs, lilies, roses in the summer and 
snowdrops in the spring.

My garden is eight years old now and continues to develop both in planting and 
building projects, my latest being an arbour. I have designed it to slope away from 
the wall so that a full view of the tiled roof is achieved.The old gnarled tiles that I 
was lucky enough to find have been loosely laid to enable me to plant between with 
sempervivems and sedum to create a living roof. Because of its simplicity, and in 
homage to the ancient monks who tended this land, I have dubbed it ‘my mediaeval 
bus shelter’. Some days, out of the corner of my mind’s eye, I see them queuing for 
the bus to Reading. So much easier than rowing up the river!

Fran Wakefield
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What to Do in Your Garden 

Top 10 Things to do in your garden for November and December
Tender plants will need protecting from frost, gales and freezing rains. Move plants 
into the greenhouse, or into a sheltered spot, but if you can’t, it is worth wrapping 
plants or pots in situ. Remember our feathered friends by leaving out food and 
especially water.

If I could recommend one plant for this time it would be helleborus niger or White 
Christmas Rose. My one produces more beautiful white flowers every year. It is cousin 
to the later Lenten Rose. Make sure the one you buy has plenty of buds at the base

November
Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and 
beds.
Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging of 
pots.
Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year .
Prune roses to prevent wind-rock which affects the roots.
Plant out winter bedding.
Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem.
Insulate outdoor containers from frost – bubblewrap works well wrapped around pots.
Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the trunks.
Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden.
Use a seasonal bonfire to dispose of excess debris unfit for composting.

December
Keep an eye on winter protection, and if you have a greenhouse, make sure the heater 
works. It’s time to think about pruning apples and pears too.
Check your winter protection structures are still securely in place.
Prevent ponds and stand pipes from freezing.
Prune open-grown apples and pears (but not those trained against walls).
Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding.
Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and 
remaining root crops.
Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be planted and 
transplanted.
Take hardwood cuttings.
Keep mice away from stored produce.
Reduce watering of houseplants.

Alan Maskell

Alan tends gardens in the Tidmarsh and RG8 postcode area.
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Notes From The Sul 

In my last Notes from the Sul I anticipated as good a late summer for butterflies as last 
year. However, in spite of the superb calm and dry September we have just enjoyed, 
that simply did not materialise, presumably because August was quite the opposite, 
cold and wet. In spite of the poor August, what we did have was many more swallows 
than we have seen in previous years. They seem to have managed to produce two full 
broods this year.

Needless to say, the number of young swallows 
attracted a predator. On two occasions we saw 
great agitation in the flock. No wonder, for much 
to our amazement they were attacked by a hobby. 
Apparently the hobby is a rare summer visitor to 
marshland. I would not have been surprised by a 
kestrel or sparrowhawk, but narrow wings and a 
prominent white neck ring aided the identification 
and on their website the RSPB specifically state 
that hobbies commonly attack young swallows. 
Presumably the bird was attracted by the marshland 
in the meadows of Tidmarsh, created by the last two 
really wet winters.

The hobby was not the only unusual flying visitor 
we have seen in Sulham this year. A female pied 
flycatcher paid us an unfortunate visit: unfortunate 
in that it flew into a closed window and killed itself. 
At least that enabled me to identify it: not an easy 
matter when dealing with an LBJ (Little Brown Job!).

Talking of unusual flying objects, did you see the squadron of helicopters flying over? 
On at least two occasions at the end of the September and beginning of October there 
were seven or eight, made up of three or four different varieties, flying in formation. 
They came from the south-east and veered to the north when over Pangbourne, 
presumably towards the airfield at Benson. They certainly made an impressive sight 
(and quite a noise!) and were a change from the single chinook we regularly see flying 
north/south over Tidmarsh and Sulham, to and from Benson. 

It is not only the helicopters that have been the unusual aircraft we have seen 
hereabouts recently. Did you catch a glimpse of the Red Arrows when they gave 
their display over the Royal Berkshire Shooting School in Lower Basildon on 5th 
September? For some years this has been an annual event, so it may be worthwhile 
making a note to keep a lookout for them next year and even going up to Southridge 
for a grandstand view.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see

Richard Thomas
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Restuarant Review

The Greyhound, Rotherfield Peppard
With Whitchurch Bridge recently re-opened after goodness knows how long, we can 
make use of the many eating places on the other side of the river. This time we chose 
The Greyhound at Rotherfield Peppard.

On a Friday evening it is perhaps not surprising that The Greyhound was buzzing (as 
if greyhounds can buzz!) and deservedly so for here is a place serving interesting food, 
prepared by a real chef in vibrant comfortable surroundings and employing delightful 
staff. We ate in what appears to be a converted barn on the right-hand side of the 
ancient public house. It was delightfully furnished with great chandeliers setting the 
scene and lighting numerous pictures on the wall: if you search carefully you will 
surely find a picture of a long lost relative!

The menu is so extensive that we began to wonder whether we had erroneously 
strayed into a place serving factory produced food to be simply reheated in a 
microwave. We need not have worried. What we had was all undoubtedly home 
produced in The Greyhound’s own kitchen. In addition to the items on the menu, 
largely consisting of various steaks and burgers, there were a further eight starters 
and eight main courses advertised as specials. We were spoilt for choice, so to help us 
choose we kept to those specials, most of which we would have been delighted to try.

Rosemary started with an antipasti plate (£8) consisting of Serrano wrapped asparagus 
in filo pastry, Parma ham and melon, pancetta wrapped cheese-stuffed fig and cheese-
stuffed courgette flower: what a lovely plate! We determined to try to produce the 
delicious stuffed fig (was it stuffed with roquefort cheese?) ourselves as it was so good. 
However the stuffed courgette flower was disappointingly flabby: perhaps it was too 
late in the season, in spite of being assured that the flower had come from Worrall 
Thompson’s own garden. A little unfortunately Rosemary’s main course of a classic 
fish pie with salmon, smoked haddock, cod and tiger prawns (£15) was also a little 
disappointing. She felt it was not up to the high standard expected of The Greyhound 
as the fish was not in chunky pieces: did she get the last pie made from the scrapings 
from the bottom of the pan?

My starter was a spicy Maryland crab cake with poached egg and hollandaise sauce 
(£8). It was nice enough but frankly could have been better. The crab cake was a 
little too wet and could have done with more taste of crab. For my main course I had 
two lamb cutlets en croute, stuffed with tomatoes and mozzarella and served with 
buttered spinach and sauté potatoes (£17): both interesting and tasty.

The helpings had been sensibly sized, not too big and not too small, so although we 
felt well satisfied we were pleased to have room for a pud (mostly at £6). Rosemary 
had an excellent crème brûlée, all the better for being of entirely standard variety, 
and I enjoyed meringues on prune and Armagnac ice cream with toffee sauce … 
deliciously wicked!
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Restuarant Review

Don’t let my criticisms put you off. If it wasn’t for the very high standard The 
Greyhound sets itself we would have been more than happy with what we had. 
We ate far better than one would often expect of a gastropub (if that is what we 
are still allowed to call them) without it being ‘over the top’ and the meal was 
reasonably priced. Now that Whitchurch Bridge is open do try The Greyhound. You 
will find it well worth the effort, particularly now that the long dark evenings have 
arrived. Perhaps you should go on a Wednesday evening and enjoy the live music. 
Alternatively go during the week, lunchtime and early evenings, when they offer two 
courses for only £14.50.

The Greyhound

Gallowstree Road

Rotherfield Peppard

(0118) 9722227

awtrestaurants.com/the-greyhound

Richard Thomas
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Village Round-Up

Parish Council News
The Parish Council can report that the planning application for Green Gables, on 
Tidmarsh Lane, has been refused by West Berkshire Council. The plans were to 
construct four light industrial units and the PC had raised concerns over road safety if 
it went ahead. It seems that West Berkshire Council’s highways department took the 
same view and the application was turned down.   

The Parish Council is currently awaiting a report from West Berkshire Council’s high-
ways department on ways to alleviate traffic woes in the village. A first step possibly 
about to be implemented by WBC is to increase the stretch of road covered by the 
30mph limit as you enter the village. We will keep you up to date with any progress.   

Remembrance Sunday
The 11 am service in St Nicholas on Remembrance Sunday will include a small display 
of world war one memorabilia. Names of the fallen from the two villages will be read 
out. Please come along for this special service.

New Tea Club
Tuesday Tea Club is held at Pangbourne Village Hall on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month. If you would like to come or if you think a friend or neighbor might like to 
attend please contact Jean Rothery on 984 3625. Lifts can be arranged for those who 
do not have transport.

Christmas Church Services
This year the Christingle service for Tidmarsh and Sulham will be held by candlelight 
at St Nicholas Church in Sulham at 3pm on Christmas eve. There will be a Midnight 
Mass service at St Laurence at 11pm and a Christmas morning service of lessons and 
carols at St Nicholas at 11am.

Full details of all services will be delivered to your home nearer to Christmas or can be 
picked up from either of the churches.

Carol Singing in Tidmarsh
It is hoped to organise a carol singing evening in Tidmarsh on the evening of Monday 
December 22nd, starting at about 6:30pm.

Further details from Julia Sheppard(01189 561820) or Jennifer Nutt (01189 842370)
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Village Round-Up

Tidmarsh Village Hall Quiz night
October 4th saw The Hall packed with 
quiz teams taking part in the annual inter-
village quiz, set again by Annette and John 
Chisick. 

The winners were a Tidmarsh team calling 
themselves Universally Challenged; The 
Sulham Seven came a close second and 
Tidmarsh team, Nearest The Loo, came 
third.

Many thanks to Annette and John for 
an excellent quiz and to the village hall 
committee for arranging the evening and 
producing the half time ploughman’s 
supper.

The Quiz Master and the winning team
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Village Round-Up

An Important Note  
from Pangbourne & Disrict Communty Responders

If you call an ambulance, police or the fire brigade to your home, will they easily be 
able to identify and find your house?

Many homes in this area have names rather than numbers and may also be set 
back from the road making numbers hard to see. In the event that you have to call 
the emergency services, think of how you can help them to find you as quickly as 
possible.  For example, have someone stand outside the house or leave your front 
door open with outside lights on.  If you have a car on the drive, switch on the hazard 
warning lights. 

Help the emergency services find your home and save precious minutes that can make 
a huge difference.

Village Hall News
September and October have seen some enjoyable events at the village hall. More are 
planned in the coming months in addition to the clubs, classes and activities that 
take place on a regular basis. We are pleased to see increased participation in our core 
activities – the Village Hall Quiz Night and the Skittles Evening. If you have any ideas 
for community events please contact chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326. 

Hiring the Village Hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on 
availability and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 
07745 243097 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

Quiz Night
On 4 October the annual Tidmarsh vs Sulham quiz witnessed teams battling for the 
shield won last year by a Tidmarsh team. A recent record number of people exceeding 
50 enjoyed a testing set of questions once again provided by quizmasters John and 
Annette Chiswick. A full report is featured on page 11.

100 Club
100 club sales were also at record levels in October. Ticket holders should listen out for 
their doorbells as prize money is delivered.

Money from tickets sold is shared equally between the Village Hall and the 100 Club 
prize fund.

Winners will be published as the draw progresses.
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Village Round-Up

October Village Coffee Morning
The October village coffee morning 
was well attended as people from 
both villages came to support 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Thank you to everyone who came – 
we raised an amazing £185 for the 
charity. The money raised will be 
used in many ways by the charity 
to help support people living with 
cancer and makes a real difference to 
their lives.

A coffee morning is held in The Hall 
on the first Friday of every month, 
coffee and buscuits are provided and 
everyone is welcome.

Where is This?

Do you recognise it?

The answer to last issue’s“Where is This?”: 
We showed the gravestone of Winifred Burtenshaw. 
As we learned in the last issue, she was buried in the 
churchyard of St Nicholas with full military honours. The 
headstone is marked with the symbol of the Red Cross to 
mark her work as a VAD nurse in World War 1.

Childrens Christmas Party
This year there will be a Christmas Party on Saturday 6 December from 1pm – 3pm 
for children and grandchildren of villagers. Please contact Tim Maloney of Laurence 
House to sign up. Contact details are on page 16. Santa will be paying a visit.

May we take the opportunity to wish all residents of Tidmarsh and Sulham a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Things to Do

Silver Surfers Inspire 4 Life
Computer Tuition for the over 50s

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN COMPUTER SKILLS

In January 2015 Silver Surfers will be running their popular complete beginners course 
which will run for 12 weeks. At the end of the course you will be able to surf the 
internet confidently, send, receive and delete emails and type letters which you will be 
able to file for quick and easy retrieval. The course is led by a lead instructor and each 
student has their own individual instructor.

Courses are held at The Barn Goosecroft Lane off Beech Road Purley on Tames RG8 
8DR where there is ample parking. The cost of the course is £25

For further details and other courses that we run please call us on 07743 293165 and 
leave a message or alternatively you can email course@inspire4life.me.uk

We look forward to hearing from you

Geoff Chivers

Chair

Silver Surfers Inspire 4 Life

Dates for Your Diary …
7th Nov Village Walk – meet at Village Hall at 9.30

7th Nov Coffee Morning – Village Hall from 11.00

20th Nov Tuesday Tea Club at Pangbourne Village Hall

27th Nov Village Book Club – Sulham Farmhouse 8pm

5th Dec Village Walk – meet at Village Hall at 9.30

5th Dec Coffee Morning – Village Hall from 11.00

6th Dec Childrens Christmas Party, Village Hall

10th Dec Christmas Wreath Making Workshop, Village Hall 7-10.30

22nd Dec Tidmarsh Carol Singing

24th Dec Christingle Service at St Nicholas 3pm

24th Dec Midnight Mass at St Nicholas 11pm

25th Dec 11am Christmas Service at St Nicholas
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Things To Do

Childrens’ Christmas Party 
Saturday 6th December 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
 

Tidmarsh Village Hall 

 
Christmas games for children, party 
food, and a special visit from Santa 

 
If you have children or grandchildren who 

would like to attend, please book 
your place by contacting 

Tim Maloney 
07768552009 

tgmaloney@outlook.com 
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Book Club

Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey
This debut novel describes the everyday life of Maud, a grandmother with dementia. 
It cleverly describes her life at a time when she is becoming increasing forgetful and 
frustrated as her memory fails her more and more. Her one focus is her search for 
her friend Elizabeth who is missing. She writes herself clues, as she discovers them, 
on post-it notes that she keeps in her pockets to solve later, not always remembering 
what they mean. 

From chapter to chapter, led by Maud’s past memories, the author takes us from 
current day to her childhood and back again. As the story develops, a more sinister 
plot begins to reveal itself.

Throughout the pages we feel the frustrations of Maud and her daughter Helen, who 
with endless patience, tries to help her mother live a good quality of life. The struggles 
and dilemmas of Maud’s slowly deteriorating condition are vividly captured in this 
book.

Although book club members felt disappointed that there was no shock/surprise when 
reaching the conclusion of Elizabeth is Missing, all agreed that it was an enjoyable 
read, clever yet disturbing, and one that handles a difficult subject well.

The next Book Club will be held on November 27th at Sulham Farmhouse at 
8pm.The book to be reviewed is Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter.
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Hundreds Turn Out for Whitchurch Bridge Reopening 
The new bridge deck, its blackness contrasting with the shiny white girders, was 
densely packed on the afternoon of Friday 19th September with hundreds of people 
of all ages who came to see the completion of a project they have been following 
with close interest for a year. A De Dion Bouton car of 1902, the same age as the 
refurbished girders, was driven carefully towards the centre of the bridge where it 
broke through a white tape. On board were Whitchurch parish councillor Nigel Grove 
and two Bridge Company guests.

Mike Beckley and Geoff Weir, Bridge 
Company directors, made speeches of 
thanks to the many parties who had 
contributed to the success of the project, 
including the contractors, Balfour 
Beatty, the residents of Whitchurch and 
Pangbourne, The Boathouse Surgery, 
Adventure Dolphin and the Environment 
Agency. An iced cake in the form of the 
bridge was cut up and swiftly disappeared. 
Dozens of children had come from the 
primary school for the experience. The 

press were busy photographing and interviewing. The sun came out. Geese flew down 
the river. People reminisced about the pleasures of walking across the temporary 
footbridge and the tranquility of Whitchurch High Street. But most people seemed 
very glad that the bridge has been successfully rebuilt. At 5pm the bridge was 
reopened to traffic. 

The following Wednesday, The Bishop 
of Oxford, John Pritchard, arrived with 
fellow pilgrims at the newly reopened 
bridge. They had walked that morning 
from Moulsford and along the bridle path, 
as part of their pilgrimage from Radcot 
to Runnymede. The Bishop gave a short 
address and then blessed the rebuilt bridge 
and all who will cross it. The bridge’s 
central lantern was decorated for the 
occasion and a group of schoolchildren 
joined in. 

Whitchurch Bridge Reopening
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Whitchurch Bridge Update

The Bridge reopened on 19th September – much later than we would have liked, 
but the inevitable consequence of the high river levels last winter and to a lesser 
extent the structural problems encountered during demolition. The Company again 
apologises to all those whose journeys were disrupted during the Bridge closure.  

We were very pleased and not a little surprised by the crowds who turned up for the 
opening ceremony; David Card’s 1902 De Dion Bouton was a great way to open the 
Bridge and was much photographed.

Our next project will be to widen the road and pavement on the Pangbourne 
approach. This will need careful planning if we are to avoid damaging the character of 
this area: the existing railings are not compliant with current highway standards and 
there are trees close to the highway on both sides which may need to be felled. We 
will consult widely on the details of this scheme, which in any case will not get under 
way until we have built up the necessary funds. 

We are submitting a Toll Application to the Secretary of State for Transport to increase 
the Toll from 40p to 60p, under the process laid down in the 1954 Transport and 
Miscellaneous Charges Act (there’s a copy on our website). We will publish the 
Toll Application on our website, and anyone is entitled to comment on any fact or 
assertion in it through a public consultation process administered by the Department 
for Transport. The Secretary of State will only approve the increase if he/she believes it 
to be justified on the facts.

Finally, may I thank you for the courtesy shown to our Toll Collectors, who do their 
best to collect the Tolls efficiently and good-humouredly. 

Geoff Weir 

Company Secretary, the Whitchurch Bridge Company

www.whitchurchbridge.com  
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We clean all types of ovens, including range cookers and AGAs.  
Fully Insured and Guaranteed.  

All of our cleaning solutions we use are 100% safe,  
bio-degradeable, and non caustic.  

Appointment times guaranteed – no need to wait in all day!
Visit our web site for Prices.

www.ovencleandirectthamesvalley.co.uk
Phone  0118 984 5700 / 07517 781513
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COOKS’ CORNER

Wine drinkers beware, there could be trouble ahead. 
Apparently there is likely to be a shortage of wine on 
the shelves because of the increasing amount drunk by 
America and many of the emerging nations, in particular 
China. Not only that, it would appear that the supermar-
kets have been less than open about what wine actually 
costs. Sometimes wines on ‘special offer’ have been sold 
at a lower price some 6 months earlier, and then the price 
artificially inflated for a few weeks, so that the ‘special 
offer’ could be sold at a higher price that the original 
price. I don’t know how you can combat this practice 
apart from noting down the price of your favourite 
wine each week and asking the management about any 
surprise increases. 
For the first time, three new countries are producing 
Whisky: England, Japan and of all places Mexico. Both 
new products have had a very favourable press, they 
might be worth a try by Whisky drinkers if only for 
novelty value.
It is almost impossible to read about food and not hav-
ing ‘health’ appearing somewhere in the article. At the 
moment I have found three articles, all dealing with 
different angles. First of all, a study by the British Heart 
Foundation claims that the size of portions of ready 
meals sold by the major supermarkets has in many case 
doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say 
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the 
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at 
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple 
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are 

responsible for what you eat – and long may you have 
the right to do so. But beware, the Government is taking 
steps to control your eating. I am not a lover of junk food 
sweets, but the Government has re-instated plans to ban 
them from being sold very close to, or at, checkouts in 
supermarkets. This may seem to be unimportant – surely 
it is the responsibility of parents to say ’No’ and actually 
mean it. It becomes more worrying when we hear that 
two years ago the Department of Health launched the 
“Responsibility Deal” in which it was intended that 
supermarkets worked with the Government to combat 
public health concerns such as obesity and alcohol con-
sumption. We then find out that supermarket take-away 
meals will have their saturated fat consumption reduced, 
in spite of the fact that it is generally accepted that it is 
sugar and refined carbohydrates which is the biggest 
threat to health. Do other EU Governments meddle in 
what is and what is not to be sold? Or do they leave it to 
the good sense of the customers. I may be wrong but I 
suspect that is the British buyer that is not over-worried 
about the nutritional quality of many foods, but the 
convenience of them. If we don’t want more Government 
interference in our food habits, and I for one certainly 
don’t, we have to think harder about our diets and take 
more control over the quality of what we eat rather than 
simply the convenience factor.
I like to have some sort of theme in these articles for the 
year as it helps to focus my thoughts, so this year I am 
concentrating on vegetables and puddings. The vegetable 
dishes will not be strictly vegetarian, and hopefully the 

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services 

 
	 •	 Self	Assessments	tax	returns	prepared	 

	 and	filed	with	HMRC	from	£125
	 •	 Year	accounts	prepared	and	filed	with	 

	 Companies	House	from	£295
	 •	 Corporation	tax	returns	from	£125
	 •	 Annual	returns	prepared	and	filed	 

	 including	filing	fee	from	£100
	 •	 My	hourly	rate	for	other	accounting	work	 

	 such	as	monthly	accounts	preparation	is	£30

Other	services	include	Accounts	set	up	and	training	
(Sage),	VAT	returns,	Wages	and	salaries	and	specific	

financial	and	management	accounting	advice.
Please	call	Mark	Chappell	for	further	information.	

Tel	no:	07778	794453
Email:	accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Chiltern Insurance Group 
Pangbourne

Business and Personal Insurance
from your Local Broker

Call 01189 84 33 55

www.Chilterninsurance.co.uk

St James House, Church Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7AR

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 

Business
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L K Property Services  
Renovations & Extension Specialists 

 
Structural alterations,  

Conversions,  

Ground works 

Landscaping,  

Building repairs,  

Roofing,  

Plastering,  

Kitchens,  

Bathrooms,  

Tiling,  

Carpentry,  

Decorating. 

 
All your building needs in one company 

 
Office 01635 579656 / Lee 07710 380408 

 
Please visit our web site for more information and pictures 

 

www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 
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A discrete and personal service with  

before and after photographs 

Please call for a free survey and written 

report with no obligation 

01189 625747 

07748 115225 

                   Family Business 

Local Specialist in:  

Care, Maintenance and Upkeep 

of Memorials and Graves 

Everybody Loves Henry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

love Henry too,  
all the work is done for you!’ 

Professional	  domestic	  home	  cleaning	  

For	  one	  off	  or	  regular	  basis	  

Local	  references	  available	  from	  existing	  clients	  

Call:	  07957959786	  	  	  	  Email:	  lovehenry@hotmail.co.uk	  



Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 5 December at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer         0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  07745 243079 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Local Information

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson 07768 237132

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £125.00 Full page: £75.00

 Half page: £75.00 Half page:  £50.00

 Quarter page: £50.00 Quarter page: £35.00 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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