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By the time this issue is delivered it will be early 
September – the nights will be drawing in and we 
will be thinking about Christmas shopping and the 
cold dark nights to come.... How depressing! But as 
I write the weather is still warm and sunny and it is 
still light at 9.00pm and we have just had another 
successful village fete! 

I have to congratulate the Sulham team on a really 
lovely event which I think was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all who attended. I am sure I will upset someone 
when I say very well done to the organisers – Gill, 
Pauline and Gillian – but they are the ones who I 

have contact with and they really seem to be the prime movers on the Sulham event, 
albeit supported by a very capable band of helpers without whom (as acknowledged 
on page 4) the day would not be possible. The day dawned bright and sunny and 
stalls were being set up from 10.00am. I was tasked with making home-made 
lemonade, so once I had delivered my ‘white elephant’, bottle and plant contributions 
I popped into Waitrose to buy lemons and sugar and headed home to make it! I just 
wish I had made more! Gillian Alderton also made some but even with both our 
efforts, it sold out in the first hour! Lesson for next year: make more lemonade!

We are so lucky to retain our authentic village fete – so many have fallen by the 
wayside. There is no doubt that it is extremely labour intensive and involves a lot or 
organisation but it does bring people together, and there is such a lovely community 
spirit. Everyone has something to offer and it was lovely to have people from 
Tilehurst and Pangbourne also offering to help next year!

Next year will come around all too soon and the planning for it will start towards the 
end of the year – so if you are keen to become involved – please make contact soon!

The flower and art festival in the church was also lovely and once again, well done to 
those who assisted with the floral contributions.

Once again I make a plea for more new contributions and of course, photographs 
suitable for the front cover! We really want to keep this a community magazine 
featuring news and people from Tidmarsh and Sulham – a magazine for you, about 
you and what happening in the villages. Also I would like to thank our Parish Council 
as without their support, the magazine would just not be viable. 

Jenny Cope

Editor

jenny@candcystems.co.uk

Tel: 0774 777 5900

Editorial



4 September/October 2013 Tidmarsh with Sulham

From the Fete organizers Gill, Pauline and Gillian …

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make Sulham and Tidmarsh Fete this 
year such a success. As you will see from the total amount raised all your hard work 
was worth it. Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy the day.

Special thanks go to The Scutt family for allowing us to use the beautiful grounds of 
Sulham House for the day and turning over their kitchen to the ‘tea ladies’ for the 
afternoon.

A big thank you to Jacobs and Jones auctioneers who sponsored the fantastic Fun 
Dog Show and to Simon and Edwina for organizing it so well. We are again grateful 
to Sonia for bringing the children’s dancing display, which is always a delight on 
fete day. The afternoon would not be the same without Pangbourne Silver Band who 
played so beautifully.

Thank you to Bob Guest who every year provides transportation for all the fete 
equipment and to everyone from Tidmarsh, Sulham and Pangbourne who came to 
help set up on Friday evening and again helped to clear up on Saturday afternoon.

The Fete is only able to be a success because of the people who give so much time to 
organizing, advertising, recruiting volunteers and manning stalls on the day. We had 
more visitors this year than ever, so many that an overflow car park had to be hastily 
arranged. The team managing the traffic in and out did a fantastic job in difficult 
circumstances, so a huge thank you to them all.

Fete 2013

The ever popular dog show! The dogs get ready for their heat in the ‘find the sausage’ race
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Fete 2013

Jane Butler and Jennifer Nutt on the Plant & Produce Stall

Raffle Prize Donors:
Our thanks to the following for their contributions:

 PR Motors for a MOT

 Hol Therapy for a mini facial

 Hall Place for a riding lesson

 Mercy Harrington for a foot treatment

 The Greyhound Pub for a £30 voucher and 3 bottles of wine 

 Harry Tait for a drum lesson

 Lauren Hunt for a dance lesson

Plus of course all the other things donated by kind people on the day.
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As you can see some of the amounts 
raised were huge. Graham and Lewis 
who manned the bar and Jules and 
Margaret on the Pimms stall did not stop 
all afternoon. The many ladies helping 
with teas were running back and forth 
to the kitchen making tea, washing up 
and slicing cakes non stop. A huge thank 
you to all of them. Andy Sumner and 
his family team worked tirelessly feeding 
everyone from the hugely popular BBQ 
and we are really grateful to them.

Finally thank you to Jennifer Nutt, our 
recently retired churchwarden who 
opened the Fete for us.

The money raised from the fete will be 
divided equally between the two village 
churches and will help towards the 
running costs for the next year.

Flower and Art Festival
Thank you so much to the ladies who 
made the church look and smell so lovely 
on Fete day. Thank you too to the local 
artists who donated their paintings for 
display. The flower arrangements and art 
works were much admired. Thank you 
to Mike and Meg Orr and Jean Harland 
who stayed in church to greet visitors. 
The donations made in church totaled 
£89.83.

STALL     PROFIT 
Adult Raffle £159.75 
BBQ £334.50 
beers £939.25 
Books £69.76 
Bottles £423.40 
Bowls £39.00 
Buzz Game £5.20 
Cakes £211.25 
Car park £271.10 
Childrens games £9.76 
Coconut shy £192.61 
Cow pat predictor £116.75 
Crepes £70.00 
Face painting £38.20 
Gate & Dog Show Entries £217.70 
Hoopla £86.30 
Ice cream £48.00 
Jewellery Stalls £40.00 
Lemonade £81.50 
Lucky bucket £77.34 
Lucky Dip £79.25 
Luxury Raffle £402.10 
Pimms  £209.80 
Plant & Produce £165.05 
splat the rat £18.95 
Teas £440.69 
Toys £74.68 
Treasure Map £30.40 
Welly throwing £45.60 
White elephant £122.22 
Wilder DVD Sales £70.00 
  
Expenses -£357.00 
  
FETE TOTAL RAISED £4,733.11 
  
Flower Festival Raised £89.83 
 

Fete 2013
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The band played throughout the fete

Eleanor Boyland and friend Peter enjoying the fete

Fete 2013
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Degree Successes in Sulham
Congratulations to Sulham students James Haggarty, Catriona Puxley and Hayley 
Alderton on their successful Graduation from university.

Welcome to  new residents – they are Andrew, Christine and Alice Madden 
and they have moved in to North Riding.

Village People

Congratulations to Julia Sheppard!
Congratulations to Julia who has just gained her BA Honours in Primary Teacher 
Education and will be teaching the Reception – Year 1 class at Englefield School where 
she has worked for the past 14 years.

Julia studied for her qualification whilst raising her four children (aged from 12 to 
20) and having considerable involvement in the Church, Brownies, Rainbows and of 
course the annual fete.

Next year Julia will head up the organising committee for the Tidmarsh Fete and will 
be looking for assistance, so to all those of you who think you have a busy life try 
balancing working full time, looking after a husband and four children, and studying 
for a degree!!! Julia does it all quite happily with a permanent smile on her face!!
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Speeding
The council is aware of concerns around speeding in the village and the parish 
council representative on the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) will be raising the 
issue at the next meeting, to highlight it to police and West Berkshire Council, who 
can then hopefully look to tackle the problem.

There are also a number of potholes appearing on roads all over the village and the 
council are liaising with West Berkshire Council to try to get these filled as soon as 
they appear.

Tidmarsh Millennium Green : Wild Flower Area
In the November/December issue of the Magazine a plan was announced to create a 
wild flower area on your Green using pre-seeded soil-less turf ‘mats’ and funded from 
the Parish Council’s pot of developer contributions. The Trustees considered that 
the benefits of this would include creating visual and bio-diversity on your Green, 
attracting wild-life, particularly birds, butterflies and insects, and demonstrating a 
commitment by the community to conservation.

The ‘mats’ are a 50:50 plant mix of wild flower varieties and grasses, planted at the 
correct densities to give the best possible conditions for establishment. The soil-less 
turf allows the roots to bind together to form a thick mat, which suppresses weed 
development. The plants establish quickly and keep the weeds at bay. (Further details 
can be seen at www.wildflowerturf.co.uk)

The original intention of preparing the ground in February and laying the turf in 
March had to be deferred because of the long wet winter and resultant unsuitable 
ground conditions. The revised plan sees site preparation starting in early/mid-
September: this involves marking out the area, killing off the grass and weeds and 
once the ground is clean, lightly tilling the topsoil. The soil-less turf ‘mats’ will be 
delivered on a Friday toward the end of October and need to be laid within 24 hours.

The Trustees are calling for volunteers to assist with this … a wonderful way to spend 
a Saturday!

Please contact Colin Pawson, NOW. Tel: 0118 9842619

email: pawson@sheltonfarmcarriages.co.uk, EVEN IF YOU CAN HELP FOR ONLY A 
SHORT TIME!

A word of caution – the mats when laid are unprepossessing but by next Spring and 
Summer your Green will have taken on a new attraction.

Tidmarsh Millennium Green Trustees

Village News
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100+ Club Draw 
During August and September members of the Village Hall Committee will be calling 
at your door to sell 100+ Club Draw tickets.

Each ticket costs £5. We hope you will buy one, or more, as they provide extra funds 
towards the upkeep of the hall, and also the lucky winners each month can receive 
£25, £15 and £10 in prize money. 

The draw runs for 5 months (September to January inclusive), with a draw for each 
month, plus a bonus draw for the New Year. The proceeds of the ticket sales are shared 
equally between the hall and the prize money.

The annual Tidmarsh vs. Sulham Quiz Night will be taking place on Saturday 21 
September, 7.30pm for 8.00pm start. This will include the first 100+ Club draw.

What Events Would You Like to See at the Hall?
Please tell us what interests you …

In the past we’ve held Quiz Nights, Skittles Nights, New Year/January Family Parties, 
Children’s Christmas Parties, Race Nights, Pamper Evenings and even Casino Nights. 
Tell us what events you would like to see in your village.

If you have any thoughts on what social events you would enjoy then please email us 
your ideas at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

Children’s Christmas Party
There is still an opportunity for Tidmarsh with Sulham parents to organise a village 
children’s Christmas party at the Hall this year. The village hall will be provided free 
of charge along with a real life Santa Claus. Any interested parents should contact 
Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326 or email tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

Hiring the Village Hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on 
availability and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

Village Hall News
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September is a good time to plant new perennials as the soil is still warm but there 
is generally more rainfall. It’s ideal for ordering trees and shrubs to grow vigorously 
next spring. Keep deadheading annuals and perennials to extend their performance 
to first frosts; keep watering hanging baskets and containers. Chrysanthemums and 
Sedum will brighten up your borders. 

Foxgloves, wallflowers and violas can be planted out for next year. Spring bulbs can 
also be planted. Sow sweet peas in cold frame for strong plants next year. Divide 
herbaceous perennials so they can establish roots before winter. Keep Camellias and 
Rhododendrons well watered to ensure that next year’s buds develop well. This is 
crucial in hot weather, they also prefer rain water.

If you haven’t done it already, prune plum and cherry trees as soon as possible. To 
test if sweetcorn is ready, pinch a kernel – it will release a milky sap when ripe. If 
the kernels are starchy it’s too late, if watery they need a little longer to ripen. Help 
pumpkins ripen in time for Halloween by removing leaves shadowing the fruits 
and place on a piece of slate or wood to raise them off wet soil and prevent rotting. 
To improve soil, leave bean and pea roots to rot in ground – just cut off stems and 
compost them. Plant garlic bulbs at the end of the month in a sunny spot for next 
year. Start planting autumn onion sets. Pot up strawberry runners to make extra 
plants for next year and make sure fruited raspberry canes are cut back.

If you have clay soil, improve it now before it becomes too wet or frozen through 
incorporating organic matter and/or horticultural grit. Use a glyphosate-based 
weedkiller to kill both leaves and roots.

October is an ideal time to move trees and shrubs, and plant hedges. Hardwood 
cuttings can be taken now from deciduous shrubs. Clear up fallen rose leaves to pre-
vent diseases such as black spot from over-wintering – don’t compost the leaves.

Tidy borders and mulch with bark chips, well rotted manure, leaf mould or spent 
mushroom compost to insulate plant roots for the winter and keep weed growth in 
check. Reuse spent compost from containers.

Change summer bedding for winter bedding plants such as pansies, primulas.

Sow winter peas, broad beans and winter lettuce. Prepare bean plots for next year with 
well rotted manure. Divide clumps of rhubarb with spade and re-plant the healthiest 
looking pieces.

Un-harvested squashes and pumpkins will quickly go mushy with first frosts. To test 
when apples are ripe gently lift them in the palm of your hand or give them a gentle 
pull – they should come away easily.

A last mowing can be made this month before leaving your lawn for the winter. 
Aerate your lawn with a garden fork, rake thatch from the surface and repair dead 
patches. Autumn is good for turfing. 

Alan Maskell 

Gardening in September and October
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It’s shearing time.

The odds were good – two of us – Karen and myself – vs one sheep, this should be a 
walkover!

Plan A – The standing up method of shearing

 Have a cup of tea
 Build holding corral
 Set up reconditioned shears with no instructions
 Corral sheep
 Separate one suitable sheep, in this case ‘Polly’, into shearing pen
 Remove the lambs who snuck in behind Polly
 Halter aforementioned sheep and tie to fence
 Fire up frighteningly sharp shears
 Tie sheep back to fence
 Ask sheep to stand still
 Bribe sheep to stand still
 Pin sheep to fence to try to get her to stand still
 Spot remaining sheep making a swift exit from holding corral
 Leave Polly to calm down
 Have a cup of tea
 Rebuild holding corral and entice remaining suspicious sheep back in
 Return to shearing pen and unwrap one annoyed sheep from halter and fence line
 Have another cup of tea and think of new plan

Plan B – Use the traditional method of turning sheep over

 Fire up frighteningly sharp shears again
 Try to stay upright while playing twister with irritated sheep and frighteningly  
 sharp shears
 Rescue Karen from underneath sheep
 Rescue broken hurdle from underneath Karen
 Rebuild shearing pen and reposition writhing sheep
 Start frighteningly sharp shears again 
 Try to avoid slicing off ears, eyes udders etc. – damage to sheep
 Try to avoid flying feet – damage to shearer.
 Let go of sheep, stand back and admire……………
 Hide sheep in bottom paddock 
 Phone professional shearer
 There you are – told you it would be a walkover!

Notes from a Very Small Holding
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St Laurence Church Green Day 
– Sunday July 21st
A lot of hard work on a very hot 
Sunday Morning was put in by a band 
of volunteers, who turned up to help 
maintain the Churchyard.

New gravel was laid on the path and 
a large amount of ivy was cut back 
from the churchyard walls, pruning of 
low branches, overgrown shrubs and 
rosebushes, also the newly cleared area in 
the northeast corner was weeded.

The result of two hours’ work by 
everyone was a delight to see, daylight 
has returned to the area fronting the 
Church entrance and a cared for view 
has returned to anyone visiting all areas 
surrounding the Church.

Together with its newly renovated and 
repainted wooden entrance gates, the 
Church has not looked so welcoming for 
several years, so do have a walk down 
there to see and appreciate all the work 
put in by the volunteers that day.

Thanks go to Rob and Valentina Britten-
Holden, Julia, Mike and Elizabeth 
Sheppard, Jennifer Nutt, Jeff and Pat 
Eastlake, Paul and Fi Cameron, my wife 
Jane and grandson Will.

John Butler

Church News

Pictures taken that date of some of the 
volunteers enjoying a short rest.
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Most of us surely know the Bible story of the plague of frogs. I never expected to 
see such a plague; certainly not here in Sulham. However, on walking down to 
Pangbourne on 26 July my granddaughters and I came across hundreds of tiny frogs 
on Sulham Lane. They were all travelling southwards, crossing from one wood to 
another. They were still hard at it when I returned two hours later. Even the next day 
there were still several crossing the road. In total thousands must have made the same 
journey. I wonder why.

We who live in Tidmarsh and Sulham did not need to be told by the University of East 
Anglia, reported on 7 March, of the enormous increase in the wild deer population 
and of a need for culling. We see roe deer frequently and more than just occasionally 
glimpse the more elusive muntjac. While it is lovely to see the roe deer, the danger 
and damage to vehicles must be considerable as is the ravage of crops. Recently I 
noticed they have been eating the re-growth to the cleared understory and, perhaps 
more surprisingly, they have also been eating the bluebells. 

Rosemary and I had an extraordinary experience in early March. Excited barking led 
us to a black labrador-like dog chasing a roe doe. She was trying to escape by running 
in and out of the standing water: even in mid May the marshes of the Sul had not 
nearly returned to being the usual meadows of Tidmarsh! The doe then ran between 
the two of us, standing only 20 yards apart, apparently in the hope that we would 
catch the dog. Then the doe turned on the dog. You should have seen it turn tail with 
the doe in pursuit! This happened time and again, just as if the animals were playing. 
One of them may have been, but it was surely no game for the doe. It was nearly an 
hour before she managed to get away by jinking through the woodland. 

Writing in the Daily Telegraph, Dr James Le Fanu warns that, although not common, 
we should look out for lyme’s disease, a serious tick-borne infection carried by deer. 
He says that if you have continuing undiagnosed symptoms, generally feeling unwell, 
you should raise the possibility of lyme’s disease with your doctor. He writes of 
doctors the adage “if you don’t think it, you won’t diagnose it”.

Now for a very different dear: note the change of 
spelling! Another frequent visitor to the parish is 
dear Anne Bolam. Anne lives in Tilehurst and for 
15 years was a district nurse for West Berkshire. 
Like the deer, she tends to be half-hidden when in 
Sulham, but only because she tucks herself away in 
St Nicholas Church where she plays the organ. This 
last February Anne completed 10 years of playing for 
the regular Sunday services and on special occasions 
such as weddings. Long may she continue to do so.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul 
and let us see what we shall see. 

Richard Thomas 

Notes from the Sul 
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The title of our book this month was very 
intriguing and we really did love the idea, of 
a 50 year old woman having had enough of 
not being appreciated, and deciding she was 
going to go to bed ….. but for a year? We really 
liked the start of the book . The description of 
life up to the point of “flipping” is very funny 
and the reaction of her husband and newly 
fled from the nest twin boys, is amusing. The 
book however gets a bit frustrating, as would 
staying in bed longer than a day ! What was 
at the beginning an entertaining boycott of 
life on day one of her nest emptying becomes 
annoying, and we found we wanted to just tell 
her to get up and sort herself out ourselves. She 
lost our support. We wanted the plot to lead 
somewhere interesting but it didn’t.

We would only recommend it if you needed 
a really lightweight distraction, but there are 
probably far more gripping reads that will keep 
your attention for longer.

Future reads:

The Kashmir Shawl by Rosie Thomas and The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey – Sept 18th 
box cottage with Gillian Alderton

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

Book Club Review

REFLEXOLOGY 
For Health and Wellbeing 

 
 

  Reflexology can be used to treat a wide range of stress and medical related conditions.  The 
treatments will ensure you are on the right road to a state of optimum health and wellbeing, or 
help to maintain an already healthy lifestyle.  Treatments are offered in the comfort of your own 
home.  
 
 
 www.sarahloveland.co.uk    07771 626239 

Sarah Loveland M.A.R., I.T.E.C. 
Fully insured Member of the Association of Reflexologists 
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General Building
Extensions & Alterations
All Brickwork & Paving

All Plastering & Render/Coloured Render
Groundwork, Driveways & Block paving

Fencing, Decking & Landscaping 

Contact Tim Roberts 
Direct: 07776 233239 Tel: 01635 579672 (Ashampstead)  

E-mail: tim@tjroberts.co.uk 
 *Free Quotations* *Courteous Service* *Workmanship Guaranteed*

*We will better any other professional quote* 
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Dr Penny Billyeald 
 

Presents 

 
 
 

DEADLIER THAN THE 

MALE: Female crime 
writers. 

 
 

On Friday September 27th. at 7:30pm. 

 

To be held at St.Laurence Church 

 
Retiring collection in aid of the Friends of St. Laurence. 

 

Everyone welcome!  Refreshments provided 
 

 

Things To Do
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Things To Do

COMPUTER TUITION FOR THE OVER 50’s 
 

Silver Surfers Inspire4Life is a group of volunteers who provide 1:1 
tuition for the over 50’s who 

• Wish to learn how to use a computer or 
o Wish to improve their computer skills 

 
We are offering a 12 week course for Complete Beginners followed by 
the Beginners Refresher course for a total cost of £25.   
Each session is for 1 hour on Thursday mornings starting on 9th January 
to 27th March 2014, from 10 – 11 am and from 24th April to 10th July 2014 
 
All other courses consist of 6 x 1 hour sessions which take place on 
Thursday mornings in Purley on Thames at a cost of £25. 
The courses covering all abilities are as follows 

1. Complete Beginners –for people who have little or no computer 
skills; also gives an introduction to the internet 

2. Beginners Refresher – to brush up and practice computer skills 
and gain more confidence  

3. Taking Control of your PC – more advanced course to improve 
skills including how and where to save files and how to find them 
Course dates from 14.11.13 to 19.12.13 at 11.30am to 12.30pm. 

4. Microsoft Word 7 – covering all aspects of the program including 
letter and documentation creation. Course dates 14.11.13 to 
19.12.13 at 10 to 11 am and 20.02.14 to 27.03.14 at 11.30 – 12.30 

5. Digital photography for Beginners – including how to take better 
pictures and how to transfer them onto your computer. Course 
dates 03.10.13 to 07.11.13 at 10 to 11 am 

6. Refresher Photography – follows on from the previous course 
and teaches how to improve photographs using software such as 
Adobe Photoshop Elements. Course dates 09.01.14 to 13.02.14 at 
11.30 to 12.30 

 
For more information contact Suz Harper: Tel: 0118 941 5244 (11:00 – 
16:00 weekdays only).  E-mail: courses@inspire4life.me.uk or see 
website www.inspire4life.me.uk 
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AUTUMN GIFT 
FAIR 

 
in aid of 

RIDING FOR THE DISABLED 
 

Thursday 26th September 
9.30am to 3.30pm 

 

40 FABULOUS STALLS 
Food Served All Day 

Free Parking 
 

Hillfields Farm, Park Wall 
Lane 

Lower Basildon, RG8 9PE 
Charity No 1121113 

 

Things To Do
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A Survey of the  
Milestones in West Berkshire
From an article by R.J.Hart
Theale – Tidmarsh – Pangbourne Road (A340)

This road runs north to south forming 
a link between the A329 at Pangbourne 
and the A4 at Theale. The date at which 
it became a Turnpike is unknown but 
a complete set of four stones (25-8) 
still remains. All are identical in shape, 
each being a square prism with the 
upper part bowed at the front, the top 
being flat with a bevelled edge. All are 
painted white with black engraved 
lettering giving distances to Wallingford, 
Basingstoke and Oxford. One of the 
stones, that at SU 635743, is unique in 
being inscribed on the back. The lettering 
is very worn and some is illegible. The 
transcription is: 

XLVII MULSTRCH IL - DE B-U COR-II 
VIII TR – – II R-ADIX,

The meaning of this is so far a mystery.

This photograph was taken by Derek Dutson of Flowers 
Hill on completion of his restoring this grade 2 listed 
milestone. He says: “I have done it as my contribution to 
English Heritage.”
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Trough Competition
This was held on Saturday, 8th June and was very successful. Graham Chapman won 
1st prize, Mary Grant 2nd prize, Anne Thomson 3rd prize and Margaret Martin was 
highly commended.

Coach Trip to Savill Gardens, Windsor
The Society held a successful trip to the above Gardens on Wednesday, 3rd July. 
The weather was fine with just the right temperature for exploring the grounds. I 
hope everyone enjoyed their outing and I would like to thank Wendy Chapman for 
organizing this.

Purley Horticultural Society & Purley Women’s Institute Late Summer Show
This will take place in Purley Memorial Hall, Glebe Road on Saturday, 7th September., 
and will be open to the public from 2.30pm until 3.45pm. Tea and cake will be 
available. We hope we will have a large number of entries and if you are not entering, 
please come along and support our participants.

Talks
Unfortunately Chrissie Clemson of White Tower Nurseries is unable to speak to us on 
Wednesday, 16th October. and we are trying to arrange an alternative speaker. Please 
check website for more details. On Wednesday, 20th November Val Pretlove will give a 
talk on “Hidden Gardens of London” in Purley Memorial Hall commencing at 8pm.

Trading
The store in the Memorial Hall car park is open from 10am-11am every Saturday and 
Sunday until the 27th October. Membership of the Society is only £2 and garden 
supplies can be purchased at certain nurseries(list in trading store) . If you have not 
renewed your Membership subscription for 2013, we would be grateful if you could 
do so as soon as possible. 

R.H.S.
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the 
R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and 
one guest at a special rate. If you require further information or would like the card, 
please contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.

If you would like more information on the Society’s activities you can visit the Purley-
on-Thames website, www.purleyonthames.org.uk/Phs.

I hope you are having a successful gardening season.

Marion Dabbs 

942 2349

Purley Horticultural Society
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RHS MEDALLISTS:
Hampton Court Gold 2012 
Hampton Court Gold 2012 

Chelsea Silver Gilt 2012

Purley Horticultural Society
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Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk	  
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

Accountant …
… specialising in providing business with  
a commercially aware Finance Manager  

on a part time basis.  
I have experience in many aspects of  

financial and management accounting:
Sage accounting 

Management and year end accounts 
Budgets and forecasts 

Fixed assets 
Cash flow and treasury 

VAT and Corporation tax 
Credit control 

Company secretarial and much more
If I can be of assistance to you  

from a few hours to a few days per month  
please contact  

Mark Chappell on 07778 794453 
or email: mark@pemberley.me.uk
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“ WEST BERKSHIRE'S GARDEN MACHINERY SPECIALIST “

An established family run company with a reputation for personal service &
commitment to quality - 20 years in business

OakleafOakleaf  Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.
SALES  •   SERVICE •  REPAIR

DELIVERY & COLLECTION 

0118  974  50350118  974  5035
Agents ForAgents For

HEWINS WOOD FARM,  ASHAMPSTEAD ROAD, 
BRADFIELD ,  READING.      RG7 6DH 

                   www.oakleafgm.co.uk                
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Watermeyer & Grassroots Landscaping

A winning combination with over 20 years experience in designing and building beautiful gardens.
Let us create the garden you’ve dreamed about, the perfect outside space with your needs in mind.

Family, Formal, Cottage or Courtyard.
For further information contact us on     Tel:  0118 9845896     Mobile: 07510676248

Email: paulwatermeyer@hotmail.co.uk     www.grassroots-landscaping.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
MUSIC GROUP 

FOR 
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Action songs, musical games, 

Percussion instruments, puppets. 
LOTS OF FUN. 

Classes in Didcot and Blewbury 
Other classes available 

                                                        Tel: 01235 851091 
       www.tinytunetime.co.uk 
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 1 October at the latest. Whilst we make every 
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer        0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson  0118 984 1860 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Peter King (chairperson) 0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)  0118 326 6138 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Local Information

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £100.00 Full page: £50.00

 Half page: £60.00 Half page:  £35.00

 Quarter page: £40.00 Quarter page: £20.50 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine  

is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne  

and printed by Fericon Press, Reading



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


