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EDITORIAl
Firstly, thank you to all those who have kindly responded to my plea and sent in
contributions to this issue of the magazine. This is much appreciated and makes
for a much more interesting read.
This issue, the cover photograph is courtesy of Mark Littledale who took it on the
17th February at the St Nicholas family service. He has even captured Jennifer Nutt
walking up the path!
The new Cobbs Farm Shop and Kitchen is now open at Englefield (Wickcroft Farm,
Pangbourne Road, Theale, RG7 5EA). The shop and café is open between 9am and 6pm
every day. Parking is easy and the café serves excellent coffee and cakes – try their
Hiker Bar, it’s delicious. I am unable to comment further at this stage on the rest of
the menu as I have yet to sample it but, on offer is breakfast (until 11.30) all-day
brunch, light bites and main courses too. They also serve roast meals on a Sunday.
Beer is from the West Berkshire Brewery and wines are very reasonably priced.
Jenny Cope – jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
DATE

EvEnT

TImE

5 April
5 April
6 April
7 April

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall
Coffee Morning – Village Hall
Spring Show – Purley Memorial Hall (2.30pm-4pm)
Family Worship – St Laurence, Tidmarsh

9.30am
11am
2.30pm
11am

3 May
3 May
4 May
11 May
11 May
19 May

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall
Coffee Morning – Village Hall
St James the Less, Pangbourne – Concert
Plant Sale – Purley Memorial Hall Car Park (9.30am-11.30am
Spring Quiz Night – Village Hall
The Friends of St Laurence – Churchyard Tidy (10am-12 noon)

9.30am
11am
7.30pm
9.30am
7.30pm
10am

7 June
7 June

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall
Coffee Morning – Village Hall

9.30am
11am

5 July
5 July
13 July

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall
Coffee Morning – Village Hall
Englefield Village Fete and Flower Show

9.30am
11am
2pm

3 August Village Fete – Sulham

2pm
3

nEwS
vIllAGE HAll nEwS
We continue to host groups, classes, meetings and individual events. Tidmarsh
Village Hall is becoming busier as more groups use it. The Facebook page is
receiving lots of attention. Visit our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/TidmarshVillageHall/) and like us.
Our AGM is Thursday April 25th at 8pm. Please come along and contribute.
The Spring Quiz is planned for 11th May, we hope to see the Hall full. A raffle will
be available and a ploughman’s supper. Please see advert on page 8 for full details.
If you need to book or enquire about the Village Hall please contact our
Booking Secretary Hilary Innes by phoning 0118 984 2561 or emailing
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

vIllAGE HAll COFFEE mORnInG
In October the village coffee morning collected donations for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Whilst enjoying coffee, cakes and good company a fantastic £350 was
raised for the charity.
Macmillan Cancer Support helps people living with cancer to live life as fully as
they can by offering emotional, practical and financial help.
Thank you to everyone who attended and those who made cakes and jams for sale.

DOwn mEmORY lAnE
On the 17th and 18th of November Jean Harland put on a fantastic display of old
photos and pictures of the Sulham, Tidmarsh and Pangbourne area in Tidmarsh
Village Hall. The Hall was packed with visitors for both days.
Jean was brought up in Sulham and has lived in the area for the whole of her life
and has many fascinating stories to tell. She was present to answer questions on
both days.
A collection was made and donated to the churches in Sulham and Tidmarsh.

REmEmBRAnCE DAY 100 YEAR AnnIvERSARY.
There was well attended service in St Nicholas on Armistice Day. A remembrance
cross was laid on the grave of VAD nurse Winifred Burtenshaw, who lived in Yew
Tree Cottage in Sulham. She was buried in St Nicholas churchyard with full
military honours. The Church bells were rung at the end of the service and again at
7pm when nationwide bells simultaneously rang out.
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nEwS
nEw wHEElS AS vOlUnTEER GROUp ExpAnDS SERvICE
A new car converted to take a wheelchair has been acquired this week by the Carebus
Volunteer Group (CVG) which provides transport for disabled and vulnerable
people in Tidmarsh, Sulham, and surrounding areas. It joins the group’s two
minibuses and another car to bring the fleet to four.
The new vehicle is a specially converted VWCaddy and will be used to take wheelchair
users to hospital appointments, shopping trips, and other essential trips where
other means of transport are not readily available.
As with the other CVG vehicles, it will be driven by
volunteer drivers, specially trained in its use.
The Carebus minibuses have sophisticated
wheelchair ramps operating via twin rear doors,
and can accommodate up to 10 passengers with
three folded wheelchairs, or eight passengers plus
Rose Reynolds, CVG chair,
accepts the Caddy keys from
another who travels in his or her wheelchair
David Hawkins from Gowrings
which is secured with special floor clamps and an
Mobility of Newbury.
inertia seatbelt for the user. The Carebuses are
used by groups for a wide variety of outings, and also run two scheduled services
each week from the villages into Reading and Newbury enabling non-drivers get
out and about with others in a similar position.
As well as running the four vehicles, CVG has a second team of volunteer drivers
offering a similar service using their own private cars, for clients who are more
mobile.
The Carebus Service comes
to Tidmarsh every week
on a Tuesday.
Bucklebury (leaves 9am)
Ashampstead
Streatley
TIDMARSH
Englefield
Theale
Calcot
Reading, St Mary Butts
(returns lunchtime)
The bus is wheelchair
accessible and can be
pre-booked the day before
travel by calling 0118 930 4837.

CVG was founded in 1986 and now serves the
eastern part of West Berkshire. The services
benefit over 1,250 people annually. It is funded
by a modest mileage charge to users and
through the support of local councils, charitable
trusts, and private donations. The acquisition of
the new vehicle was made possible with the
support of West Berkshire Council grant aid
and a discount from Gowrings Mobility.
If you would like to know more about CVG and
its services, or can offer any help, please visit
www.carebuscommunitytransport.org or
telephone 0118 930 4837.
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nEwS
FlOOD DROp In EvEnT
A Drop In event was held on Saturday 16th March in Pangbourne Village Hall. The
event was really successful with over 100 people attending including local
residents, flood wardens and interested parties from other areas as well as the
Chair of the Thames RFCC – Robert Van de Noort. The Environment Agency signed
10 new people up to Floodline who weren’t previously registered and demonstrated
how the different Flood warning levels work and what to expect – with the help of
a Lego model. The University of Reading had put a timeline on the wall with a
record of all the major floods in the Thames Valley basin for the last 1000 years.
They had already attached quite a few photographs of flooding in the early 19th
century to this, courtesy of Pangbourne Heritage group, and had encouraged
attendees to bring in their photos and records as well. In front of the Timeline, the
University had maps of the local areas and asked residents to fill in details of more
recent flooding as they remembered it.
There was a large sand model which was brought across by Action for the River
Kennet, known as the EmRiver. This has a continuous flow of water through it and
can be used to show how river banks and river levels can be changed by adding
weirs, culverts, leaky dams etc. This was used this to show how the Pang Valley
Flood Forum’s Natural Flood Management project would try to reduce the
likelihood of flooding locally through the use of leaky woody dams.
Also in attendance were FloodRe who were there to help with flood insurance
queries, JBA who have been modelling the proposed NFM interventions as part of
their work with the University, and Thames Water who were demonstrating
Raingardens and informing people about what they could and couldn’t put down
sinks and toilets. Reading University also had a display showing how different
surfaces affect the amount of rainfall that is absorbed by an area – eg concrete has
no absorption and all the rain becomes surface water run-off, potentially
exacerbating any flood risk.
Lots of really good feedback received from exhibitors and attendees alike. George
Davidson our local Tidmarsh Flood Group Representative has been a huge asset
and will be much missed when he moves back to Scotland.
Kay Lacey
Chair, Pang Valley Flood Forum
07889 231136 / 01189 842221
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nEwS
A pInCH OF SpICE
Written by Pangbourne resident Balwinder Kaplia, this
recipe book has taken eight years to write and has been a
labour of love. It was a project she took on following the
tragic death of her youngest son when he was just 15.
The delicious recipes were inspired by her mum. The
inspiration to write the book came from her sons, her
family and her friends and Balwinder’s love for them all
shines out of every page.
All the recipes have been tested multiple times, most of the ingredients can be
sourced from local supermarkets, all are simple to prepare and are delicious!
To order a copy please contact Balwinder via her website: www.balskitchen.com.

SwAn UpDATE
The warm weather in February has not unfortunately heralded any romantic
visitors to our female swan(pen) who continues her lone swimming up and down
the Pang.
Many thanks to the people who sent me news and
pictures of sightings. One is shown here.
Perhaps swan etiquette requires a male to look for
a female; unlikely in a backwater. This year will
most likely be a cygnet-free one for Tidmarsh.
Alan Maskell – alanrmaskell@hotmail.com

BERRINGTONS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

• CLEAN, RELIABLE, HAPPY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• CERTIFICATES ISSUED • DISCOUNT ON GROUP BOOKINGS
• FULLY INSURANCED

FOR MORE INFORMA
INFORMATION
ATION
TIO TEL: 01635 813279
TION
79
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EvEnTS

Tidmarsh with Sulham
Village Hall

SPRING QUIZ NIGHT
Sat May 11th
7.30 for prompt 8pm start
Light ploughmans provided
Bring your own drinks and glasses

Come as a team or join one on the night

£7.50 per person
Contact alanrmaskell@hotmail.com or
phone 0118 984 5326 to book
Win Raffle Prizes
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EvEnTS

9

10

EvEnTS

The Friends of St Laurence
Please can you help to tidy up the Churchyard ?

Sunday Morning

19th May
10am to 12noon
Tasks include removing ivy, pruning bushes

&&
branches, mowing, sweeping, hoeing & weeding.
Just phone or turn up on the morning at the Church
John Butler 0118 9842621
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016
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CHURCH
The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham

A Christian presence in every community in 2019

Sunday Worship each week in St James the Less
7:45am

Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer

10am

Sunday at Ten

Worship for all ages

prayer, preaching, communion and baptism, Bible teaching,
singing and music, sharing faith, serving the community

If you are a member of the Church
of England, or would like to be,
why not join us to find a common
vision for the church in this parish?
Take a look ….
www.anglican.oxford.org
www.churchofengland.org
Noah’s Ark

Are you keen to learn a new skill?
We are looking for more people to join our
church flower arranging team. Experience is not
necessary as guidance can be given, but if you
like flowers you will find this both enjoyable and
rewarding. Please contact Pauline Jones on
0118 984 4051 for more information.

Lent Lunches

nurturing families from the start
A warm and caring environment
where children, from tiny tots to
preschoolers, can enjoy craft, music,
play and story time.
Every Friday in term time from 10am
in St James.

Come and enjoy a light lunch
each Wednesday in Lent
Donations for Charity
12 noon - 1.30 pm
St James the Less, Pangbourne

meet and make friends

Midweek Communion
Wednesday 10am in St James
A short, peaceful time of worship followed by coffee and chat.
Especially good if you can’t make Sunday because of work or family commitments.

Sunday worship this year at 11am
1st Sunday Family Worship
nd

Tuesday Teas

St Laurence, Tidmarsh

2 Sunday Holy Communion

St Laurence, Tidmarsh

3rd Sunday Family Worship

St Nicholas, Sulham
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for seniors monthly
in Pangbourne Village Hall
on the fourth Tuesday each month
from 2pm

CHURCH
The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham

SPRING FLOWER
SUNDAY
3rd March
2 – 4 pm
St Nicholas Church,
Nunhide Lane, Sulham
Come and see
the beautiful churchyard
flowers
Tea and cakes on sale
in church

The Parish of Pangbourne
with Tidmarsh and Sulham

Annual Parochial Church Meetings on Sunday 7th April
10am Worship in St James the Less, Pangbourne
will be followed by
1.
The meeting to Elect Churchwardens by Parishioners
3 vacancies
2.
The meeting of Electoral Roll members to receive the
Annual Report and elect Parochial Church Council Members
3 vacancies
and Deanery Synod members 2 vacancies
Please note 2019 is a full revision year of The Electoral Roll
All members of the Church of England are asked to fill in an Electoral Roll
application form before March 15th 2019

H OLY W EEK S ERVICES

E ASTER D AY S ERVICES
S UNDAY 21 ST A PRIL

Monday to Wednesday 15th – 17th April
Compline
9pm
St James
Maundy Thursday, 18th April
Communion
8pm
St James
Compline
9pm
St James
Good Friday, 19th April
Family Workshop and Worship
2
10am
St James
Meditation
2pm
St James

Families please join us for
March 31

Mothering Sunday
Bring your Mum to church!

April 14

Palm Sunday Family Worship

April 19

W
Good Friday Hot Cross Bun
IWorkshop and Worship

Daybreak Service
5:30am Meet in the Rectory Garden
Holy Communion in St James
followed by Easter Breakfast in the Village Hall
Easter Day Celebrations in the Villages
10am Family Communion, St James, Pangbourne
11am Family Communion, St Laurence, Tidmarsh
11am Family Worship, St Nicholas, Sulham
For all the family with Easter Egg hunts for children

Including Walk with the Donkey
10am in St James, Pangbourne
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CHURCH
The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham

Concerts in Village Churches
St James the Less, Pangbourne Concert on May 4th 2019

Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir

© Julian Dodd

Equally at home in village halls or Cathedrals, the choir has a loyal following in and around Oxford.
The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir aim to perform, on average, one concert a month for
charitable causes, as well as singing at weddings and other private functions. Beyond Oxfordshire,
the choir has performed in many prestigious venues including St David's Hall, The Millennium
Centre and The Principality Stadium, all in Cardiff, Birmingham Town Hall, Manchester Arena,
Westminster Abbey, The National Maritime Museum and many more.
Anne Denholm is one of Britain’s leading young harpists, and in 2015 was appointed Official
A
Harpist to HRH The Prince of Wales. Anne graduated from the Royal Academy of Music with
distinction, and as the first ever harpist to win the historic RAM Club Prize. As a soloist Anne has won
numerous national and international awards and travels across the U.K. and abroad giving regular
solo recitals. She is a founding member of contemporary experimental quartet, The Hermes
Experiment, and is also Principal Harpist with Welsh chamber group Ensemble Cymru. She freelances
with orchestras and choirs across England, and is a solo harpist with Live Music Now.
A chance not to be missed…. come and hear A Taste of Wales in St James Pangbourne on May 4th
at 7:30pm. Refreshments will be served. Twinning Association - bring your French guests to
experience something
traditionally British!
Tickets:

£12.50
in advance from Garlands or admin@pangbournechurches.info
£
£15 on the door
Proceeds to the village church. Please support us and spread the word.
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1826
READING
THATCHAM

0118 957 3650
01635 873672

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS
DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN
MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, AND LATER LIFE LEGAL
SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE
WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES
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CHURCH
ST nICHOlAS CHURCH
On the third Sunday of every month at 11 am there is a family service held at
St Nicholas, Sulham. It is easy to follow and all ages are welcome to join us. The
service is followed with time to chat over coffee and cake. You will be made very
welcome by the happy, friendly church community.
Spring flower Sunday this year was held on Sunday March 3rd. The churchyard
looked beautiful and tea and cake was enjoyed by many visitors from S&T and
surrounding villages. All donations were given to St Nicholas church (Parish of
PTS).
If anyone would like to help by joining the very small team of ladies who keep
St Nicholas Church tidy and decorated with flowers we would love to have your
help. There will be a spring clean and churchyard tidy before Easter. If you can
help with either of those please let Gill (9844122) or Gillian (984229) know.

EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR
OUR CARPETS, RUGS
RUGS, UPHOLSTER
UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOORS

The most thorough cleaning you’ve
ou’ve ever seen… or it’
For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning
ng of your carpets, u
upholster
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today 0118
0118 329
32 0058
We
We have our own dedicated rug wash
facility in Bradfield. Free collection
delivery
rugs..
y of all
and deliver
ry
al rugs

All floor tiles and g
grout
gro
out cleaned,
ffullll restoration off allll naturall stone
floors (incl. marble floor polishing).

“We
“W
We always take the time to visit
vis you to sur
survey
vey all yyour requirements and leave you with a
no obligation written quotation, which doesn’
doesn’tt chang
change. You know where you are on price.”

www.abfab.uk.com
www
.abfab.uk
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SOmETHInG In THE wATER?
DID YOU knOw SUlHAm AnD TIDmARSH HAvE
SOmE ImpRESSIvE YOUnG mUSICAl TAlEnT?
Clare Haggarty from Sulham (Stage name Clare Dove),
now based in London, is a professional singer/songwriter who
has performed all over the UK, Europe, America and the Middle East. She is
an alumna of the Trinity Music College in London and the ACM (Academy of
Contemporary Music) Guildford. She was a member of the ACM Gospel choir and
with them performed at many and varied events and venues including a concert
for the Queen at Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo. The choir took part in the BBC’s Last
Choir Standing and gained 4th place.
Clare has recently been working with top artists and producers across the U.K, USA
and Scandinavia. Her songs Won’t Let Go and Yours, written in support of the NHS
were performed and recorded by the NHS choir and quickly rose to the top of the
music charts.
www.claredove.com

EP: Things I Learned the Hard Way

Christopher Alderton from Sulham plays lead guitar for rock band The Amazons,
signed to Fiction Records their first album entered the UK charts at number 8. They
have toured all over the UK and Europe initially as support and then as headline
band performing at festivals and music venues including Reading & Leeds and
Glastonbury, and have performed in America, Japan and South Korea. In 2017 they
accepted an invitation to play on BBC’s Later with Jules Holland, won the Q Awards
Best Breakthrough act and were in the BBC Sound of 2017 top ten. Their second
album will be released later this year. They are fully booked for the Festival season
for 2019 and plan to tour the UK later this year.
http://theamazons.co.uk

Album: The Amazons, latest single: Mother

Alex Woodward from Tidmarsh is a drummer. Starting out with Reading band
Haize, last year he performed with Saltwater Sun at Reading and Leeds Festival
and with Twin Sun at Glastonbury.
Currently at university in Brighton (BIMM), Alex currently plays in a band called
Isla North.
https://www.instagram.com/isla.north.uk

Debut EP: Boundaries

If you know of other local talent, let Editor Jenny know.
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TIDmARSH mIll
The mill was in operation for 113 years between 1824 and its closure in 1937. It milled
corn into flour for local farmers, who were paid for the quality and quantity of their
grain. The flour was then sold to local bakers. At that time most villages had their
own baker, who would call at the mill for flour of different fineness or coarseness.
Bread then was a most important part of meals, particularly in a rural community.
There were at least 15 millers who operated
Tidmarsh mill during its life, the most wellknown being the Stone family of Pangbourne,
who at various times owned or ran both the
Mill at Tidmarsh and at Pangbourne.
Water mills are mainly sited on the banks of
an island in the river and this is clearly seen at
Tidmarsh, Pangbourne and Mapledurham. The
reason for this is that turning a Mill Wheel needs maximum depth and force of the
water flow. In order to achieve this, one side of the river could be blocked by a sluice
gate to give maximum water power for the other Mill side. This is vital in the summer
when the water level is low. The Pang at Tidmarsh and throughout its length was a
deeper and faster flowing river that it is today. In earlier times, there were washing,
bathing places and play areas in the river and also on the Sul stream nearby.
On the river Pang itself, there were eight Watermills listed in the 18th and 19th
centuries between Frilsham and Pangbourne. For a short time there was a Mill Wheel
Kidgells Mill on a branch of the Pang on the Englefield Estate side and on the other
side another wheel known as the Maidenhatch Mill.
A dispute arose in 1860 because these two mills held back the water with sluices
to power their own wheels, thus taking water power from use by Tidmarsh Mill.
The result being that milling at Tidmarsh became difficult or indeed impossible at
times. An arbitrator, George Cherry was appointed to sort out this dispute. In an
agreement in November 1860 Tidmarsh Mill was granted the main water rights and
the small mills just upstream were restricted to the use of water on certain days
and times. These small mills were also only allowed to mill grain that had been
grown on adjoining fields, and could not mill other farmers’ grain. These small
mills obviously did not last long after this dispute, due to the restrictions placed
on them, but their sites on the Englefield Estate can still be traced today.
Tidmarsh Mill, like many others, was converted to a home, but we can still enjoy
regularly passing this building, which is so full of charm in its peaceful setting on
the banks of the Pang.
John Butler
With acknowledgements to The Mills Archive, Berkshire Records Office, Tom Hine and Brian Eighteen
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Bradﬁeld Fuelwood
Pickup loads £80
Netted bags of logs £5
Netted bags of Kindling £6
Call Roger on
07809 182329 / 0118 974 4577
Free local delivery
roger_shilton@yahoo.com
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GARDEnInG

Alan maskell

What a variation in weather we have had for a second year. If there is a late cold
spell, delay activities until threat of frost has gone. This one of the busiest periods
in the garden.

ApRIl
• Divide Hostas before they come into leaf and Primroses after they have finished
flowering.
• Prune Forsythia as soon as they have finished flowering.
• Protect fruit blossom from late frosts by covering with fleece on cold nights.
• Apply a slow-release fertiliser around the base of raspberry canes, fruit bushes
and fruit trees to encourage good crops. Water well and mulch.
• Covering your strawberries with a cloche will encourage earlier fruiting.
• Start to sow tomato seeds indoors, ready to plant out after all risk of frost has
passed.
• Sow lawn seed now on well prepared soil and keep the soil moist whilst the seed
is germinating.
• Aerate compacted areas of lawn by spiking it with a garden fork. Mower blades
can be lowered towards the end of the month.

mAY
• Don’t cut or tie up daffodils and snowdrops leaves yet – allow maximum
exposure of leaves to sun and feed with Tomorite or similar high potash fertiliser
for next year flowering.
• Harden off semi hardy plants such as begonias, bizzy lizzies and canna lilies by
leaving outside during the day and take inside overnight over 7-10 days.
• Divide hardy perennials to increase your stock and promote growth.
Take cuttings of pelargoniums (geraniums), fuchsia and hardy perennials:
pot up in warm, sheltered position.
• Prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia and viburnum. Cut back
flowering shoots of Choisya to provide a second flowering. Clip evergreen hedges.
Make supports for your runner beans and plant runner beans by sowing directly
in the ground. Thin out directly sown seeds and
harden off indoor grown veg.
• Surround strawberries with straw to protect fruit.
Keep gooseberry bushes centre clear and
regularly check for green gooseberry sawfly
caterpillars. Pick off or spray.
22

GARDEnInG

Alan maskell

• Apply weedkiller and feed lawn with a high nitrogen fertiliser to encourage
healthy growth. You can still seed bare patches in early May. Keep well watered.
Weed and thin out plants in ponds; leave next to pond for a day to allow insects
to return to water.

JUnE
• Lift and divide clumps of snowdrops and bluebells and other bulbs as leaves
yellow. Plant out summer bedding once risk of frost has gone. Keep newly
planted trees and shrubs well watered. . Stake tall or floppy perennial plants to
prevent wind damage. Pinch out tips of fuschias to encourage bushing out, keep
picking sweet peas to encourage more blooms. Cut back hardy Geraniums and
poppies that have flowered to encourage new foliage and flowers.
• Water containers and baskets well in hot weather. Feed with a balanced liquid
fertiliser every 2 to 4 weeks. Water the soil rather than the plants and make
‘ponds’ around individual plants so that the water can really soak in and will
support plants for 14 days.
• Pinch out side shoots from tomato plants and feed once the first truss is setting
fruit. You can pot up the side-shoots to create new tomato plants. Harvest salad
crops and re-sow every 2 weeks for a constant supply of tasty leaves. Harvest
onions and garlic when leaves yellow and die back.
• Although fruit trees will naturally shed some fruit (called the 'June drop'), aim to
thin out congested branches further for bigger and better fruits.
Alan Maskell looks after gardens in the RG8 area
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RESTAURAnT/pUB REvIEw
THE ROwBARGE
wOOlHAmpTOn
(0118 971 2213)
It’s been several years since our last visit
to this sometimes forgotten, Country
Pub/Restaurant and we were certainly not
disappointed when we called in for a late
lunch on a very cold, January afternoon.
Whilst perusing the menu, we each enjoyed a glass of a rather excellent Rioja
accompanied by a small dish of mixed Olives. Our starters of Game Terrine and
Tempura Fried Vegetables promptly arrived and were served by a friendly and
knowledgeable young man. The Terrine was clearly homemade and to a high
standard, the addition of Plum Jelly, further highlighted the strong earthiness of the
game. My Tempura Fried Vegetables, were very light and crisp, the vegetables were
not overcooked, which meant I could fully enjoy their individual flavours.
Being a seasonal meat lover, for his main course, Mick opted for the Game Suet
Pudding, served with mash and sticky red cabbage. The dish was well presented,
the pudding itself was very light and generously filled with Venison, Pheasant and
Rabbit. The sticky red cabbage helped to balance the mix of strong flavours. For my
main course, I chose the Salmon Fillet, with Kedgeree Fritters, which was
accompanied with saffron yogurt and tomato chilli salsa. Being a part Cornish girl,
I am always drawn to anything that includes saffron and fish. My salmon was
beautifully cooked, its delicate flavour being enhanced by the yogurt and the
surprisingly mild chilli salsa.
After enjoying another glass of Rioja, we chose to share a Sticky Toffee Brownie
and an Almond Milk Rice Pudding. The latter being served with a poached pear
and toasted almonds. I have many happy childhood memories of homemade rice
pudding, but the change to using almond milk, further enhanced my enjoyment of
this simple, winter comfort dish.
We very much enjoyed our re-visit to the Rowbarge and were very impressed by the
attentive, but non-intrusive service of the hospitality team. It was very clear, that
they take a pride in their work, which further added to the relaxed charm of this
historic, canal side pub.
Due to its desirable location, I thoroughly advise booking in advance, especially
during the summer months.
Karen Fountaine
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BOOk REvIEw
BOOk ClUB REvIEw
Anatomy of a Scandal by Sarah Vaughn
This book explores a familiar story in the political world –
a sex scandal. Graduate of Eton and Oxford James
Whitehouse is a handsome, self assured Tory MP. He is
married to Sophie, his university girlfriend and they have
two young children. His best friend, also from university, is
the Prime Minister. The book centres around a court case
the result of a recently ended a passionate affair James had
with his political aide, who has accused him of rape.
The book is told in both first and third person narrative.
The story alternates between 1993 Oxford and 2016 London. Secrets from Oxford
university life and the consequences of wild youthful behaviours emerge as the
story progresses. We see events unfold through the eyes of his wife and the female
prosecuting lawyer who is also a graduate from Oxford. Prosecutor and accused
come from very different backgrounds.
This book is engaging and well-paced. It made us stop and think about the ethical
issues faced by the characters. Anatomy of a Scandal is a good read and was enjoyed
by book club members
Next read: Finding Gobi by Dion Leonard

Date TBC: Contact 9842 729 for details

• GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS
• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
• FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY • SHELVING
• FENCING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS • DRAFTS • SQUEAKS
• NO JOB TOO SMALL
• MANY JOBS UNDER £50

Call Peter on 07504 266151
16 Childrey Way, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5EA
Tel 0118 9624571 E: peterspropserv@aol.com
Visit our website on www.ppmhome.co.uk
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In January, the children returned well-rested after an enjoyable holiday. Our Year
5/6 pupils were given an informative, educational and interesting workshop about
the dangers of smoking. They got fully involved in the session and learned some
grizzly facts about health issues related to smoking. The information was put
across in a fun way but the serious meaning wasn't lost. This workshop was funded
by West Berkshire Local Authority.
A big thank you to the PTA, who have recently bought us some great new book sets
for guided reading in Key Stage 2. The children are avidly reading their way
through them at a rate of knots!
We had a ‘snow day’ on Friday 1st February when it was too treacherous to ask
people to drive into school. The children all made the most of the time at home
building snowmen, having snowball fights and over-dosing on hot chocolate!
A total of eight children from Year 4 and Year 5 went to the St Gabriel’s School
maths challenge in Newbury. They had a wonderful afternoon of maths puzzling
and really tested their maths knowledge. It is so important for children at small
rural schools to be given these opportunities to meet up with, and work alongside,
those form larger schools.
Two teams entered a ten pin bowling competition at Lakeside in Thatcham. They
challenged themselves to improve on their scores and had a great time. Thank you
to the West Berkshire School Sports Network for organising this.
During the half term break. Angel Sports ran their holiday club at the school. This
has become a popular activity for many of our pupils and is open to other local
children too. Please contact the school office for more details.
On Pancake Day the KS1 children made delicious pancakes whilst the KS2 pupils
held pancake races and challenged themselves to improve the number or pancake
tosses they could do in a minute.
Book Week was a big success with everyone writing their own poem to go into a
school anthology. We also had a poetry reading competition with the four winners
receiving poetry books as prizes. Thank you to local writer, Nick Parker, for giving
each class a stimulating workshop based around poetry.
We are all looking forward to the annual Englefield Village Fete and Flower Show
which will be on Saturday 13th July from 2pm . . . please put it in your diary. The
gardens competition will be open to Tidmarsh and Sulham gardens this year so
please consider entering. We hope to see many of you at the fete enjoying the fun.
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Please remember that you are always welcome to contact the school (930 2337) if
you would like to come in to help in any way.
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COUnCIl mATTERS
The year has got off to a fairly quiet start for the parish council. The main job for
councillors in January is to decide upon the precept for the coming year, which is
then reflected in everyone’s council tax bills. You will be very pleased to hear that
the parish councillors voted to freeze the precept at last year’s rate. Although the
overall bills look likely to rise the parish council hopes that it has played a small
part in making things a bit easier, in a time when every little really does help.
The council is also continually pushing Gigaclear for results in the area and all
councillors are fully aware of the disruption and delays that parishioners have
endured over the past few months. We have invited a representative to a meeting in
the parish and hope to have a response from them in the very near future.
Councillors are also very keen to make the footpath network across the parish
more accessible for everyone and so agreed the installation of three kissing gates in
Sulham at the last meeting. This will be ordered and installed as soon as possible.
Discussions continue at the council meetings on ways to make Sulham Hill and
Mill Lane roads, as councillors are very aware of parishioners’ concerns about
these two areas in particular. When we have any resolutions to report we will
obviously update everyone.
The local authority, including parish councils, will be holding elections in May.
Tidmarsh and Sulham parish will now be part of the Pangbourne ward.
For personal reasons, I am also stepping down as the parish clerk and the council is
now seeking a replacement. It is a part-time role and if you would like to find out
more details or are interested in applying, please email or call me for a chat.
Enjoy the spring sunshine.
Sarah Bosley
07974 655210, parish_clerk@hotmail.co.uk
F O R

A L L

Y O U R

P R I N T I N G

N E E D S . . .

• creative services • personal and company stationery
• brochures and leaflets • magazines
• promotional material • personalisation and mail-merging
• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround
• conventional print • large format and display systems
• finishing • storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact Peter:
(0118) 9311 488 or email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
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lOCAl InFORmATIOn
Advice and Support

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Jonathan Pearson (Chairman)
0118 984 4837
Steve Webb (Vice Chairman)
0118 984 4194
John Haggarty
0118 984 4122
Colin Pawson
0118 984 2619
Mike Broun
0118 984 3114
Sima Elliot
07720 469 316

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury
01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am
0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical

libraries

The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Pangbourne
Newbury

Rector of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close,
Pangbourne
0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 4117
01635 519 900

medical
The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne
NHS Direct

Church Administrator
Rachel Buckingham
Church office open
Wednesday and Friday
12.00-3.00pm
0118 984 5066
admin@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 2234
0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office
0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury)
01635 42400
Parish Magazine Committee
Jenny Cope (editor)
Gillian Alderton
John Butler (treasurer)
Jennifer Nutt

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne;
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham
Jill Palfrey
0118 984 2698
Julia Sheppard
0118 956 1820

0118 984 4671
0118 984 2729
0118 984 2621
0118 984 2370

parochial Church Council
Emergencies
All non-emergencies
Floodline

999

PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud; Wilma Grant

101
0345 988 1188

Sulham Representatives
Gill Haggarty
Gillian Alderton
Judith Sumner

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)

0118 984 4122
0118 984 2729

Friends of St Laurence
Jon Chishick, Chairman
0118 984 3666
John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)
0118 942 8001
Rick Jones (Conservative)
0118 962 3793

Committee Chairs
St Laurence:
St Nicholas: Gill Haggarty
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TBC
0118 984 4122

lOCAl InFORmATIOn
public Transport
Rail Travel
First Great Western
08457 000 125
National Rail Enquiries
08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50
Bus Travel
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)
Reading Buses
Newbury Buses
Thames Travel

We welcome all advertisements,
articles and letters submitted for
inclusion in the magazine but the
editor reserves the right to refuse,
alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no
responsibility for, nor necessarily
agrees with, views expressed in
such submissions.

0118 933 3725
0118 959 4000
01635 567500
01491 837988

Please email any items,
including photographs, for the
next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
by 5th June at the latest.

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info
0871 200 22 33

Scouts and Girl Guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett
Cubs, Jane Barkshire
Scouts, Simon Pickett
Rainbows, Helen Randall
Brownies, Clare Pincock
Guides, Helen Randall
Rangers, Helen Randall

Whilst we make every effort to ensure
the accuracy of the information
printed in this magazine, the editor
cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors or
omissions that may occur.

0118 933 1615
07811 446 488
0118 933 1615
01635 48765
0118 984 4286
01635 48765
01635 48765

ADvERTISInG
If you would like to advertise
in our magazine, please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671
or send an email to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson

07768 237132

village Hall Committee

12 mOnTHS

Alan Maskell
0118 984 5326
Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes)
0118 984 2561
Emergency Contact
07954 140048
Email:
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

(4 issues)

Full page: £125.00
Half page: £75.00
Quarter page: £50.00
Please send your advert details
or changes to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

west Berkshire District Council
Main switchboard
Streetcare
Planning applications

01635 42400
01635 519080
01635 519111
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