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Editorial

A Word from The Editor...
We have a lovely newsy issue for you this Summer. There have been a number of local 
events and many more to come for the rest of the year – more about these on the 
following pages…

Our main event for next month is the annual Garden Fete – this year being held at 
Sulham House on 8 August. Lots of volunteers are still needed and it is never too late 
to donate or offer your services or, of course, just turn up on the day. All proceeds on 
the day go to support our two beautiful village churches, and without these much-
needed funds they would struggle to survive. We all expect to have these at our 
disposal for Christenings, Weddings and Funerals but often forget that they have to 
be maintained on a weekly basis, heated and lit and insured. The Garden Fetes are 
the main fundraising event of the year and your support is vital. I shall be running 
the Bottle Tombola this year and I make no apologies for this appeal for bottles – 
anything will do as long as it is in a bottle! Wine, shampoo, soft drinks, champagne, 
your finest claret or malt whiskey! Everything is welcome. Please drop off at Mill 
Corner Farm or drop me an email/text/phone call and I will collect. If all else fails – I 
will be door knocking!

Our lovely village pub – The Greyhound – is thriving again and Craig has already 
made some improvements and changes and still considers it to be a ‘work in progress’. 
It is lovely to see it busy again; We have had some lovely meals there and the staff 
are friendly and extremely accommodating. If you haven’t managed to pay a visit 
yet, please do go and support our one and only village pub – like the churches. If the 
villagers do not support these places, we will lose them! I was there earlier this week 
with a local friend who has lived here 7 years and has only just managed her first 
visit! She has now vowed to make it a regular event. 

Jenny Cope – Editor

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

0774 777 5900. 

Follow me on twitter @jennifercope10

The Village Hall
If you would like to use the hall or could recommend it to somebody  

please contact our bookings secretary on 07745 243097  
or email tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com. 

New ideas are always welcome in managing this community resource  
so if you would like to take part or organise social events  
please contact chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326
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Village Hall News

Tidmarsh Skittles Night – Feedback Request 
The June skittles evening at the village hall saw balls and skittles flying and those who 
attended enjoying themselves immensely. 

We like to put this event on every year but did experience a low attendance this year 
meaning we didn’t cover costs. If you would have liked to attend and couldn’t – or 
think this would be better if held at a different time of year – please let Alan Maskell 
on 0118 984 5326. 

Alternatively you can post your view on our Facebook page Tidmarsh with Sulham 
Village Hall. We would really appreciate your feedback and comments. Please like our 
page. 

Village Quiz 
The next public event at the village hall is the annual Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz 
which will be held on 10th October. Light snacks will be provided. A Tidmarsh team 
won last year and the attendance was extremely high. Book this date in your diary. 
Come as a team or join one on the night; maximum team size 6 people. 

Coffee Mornings are usually held at the hall on the first Friday of the month from 
11am to 12noon, following a walk setting out from the hall at 9.30am. All are 
welcome to either or both events. 

Dates for Your Diary …
3 Jul Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30

3 Jul Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00

7 Jul Sulham Meadows – Ragwort Pull 10.00

19 Jul Open Gardens in Pangbourne 2-5

26 Jul Englefield Flower Show & Village Fayre, Englefield House 2.30

7 Aug Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30

7 Aug Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00

8 Aug Tidmarsh & Sulham Village Fete, Sulham House 2.00

22 Aug Sulham v Tidmarsh Cricket Match, Englefield House 2.00

5 Sep Jazz Night – more info from St James the Less TBA

10 Oct Village Quiz – Village Hall 7.30

More information on all the above events is contained in this issue …
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Village Hall News

Chairman’s Report – 2014 to 2015 
This year the Village Hall has continued to be reasonably busy with regular class 
bookings. Without the many classes/clubs that use the Hall, we could not continue to 
operate the Village Hall. 

I am pleased to report that private bookings have increased significantly and have 
been a valuable source of income. 

The Skittles Night held in June was, as always, enjoyable and this year we made a 
small profit. The quality of the skittles playing was also high. Our thanks to Derry 
Renny-Pywell for donating a bottle of SAS wine which was auctioned on the night. 

The Village Hall Quiz Night was again held in October and I would like to thank Jon 
and Annette Chishick for setting the Quiz and also those Committee members who 
arranged the snacks and raffle. Participation significantly exceeded recent numbers 
and everyone enjoyed the evening. We made a reasonable profit on the night! 

We offered the Hall to be used for a childrens’ Christmas party but despite the efforts 
of Tim Maloney to organise it no interest was shown. The party date conflicted with 
Englefield School Christmas Fair. We may need to rethink this event. 

On the subject of fund raising I again thank the Committee members and other 
villagers who helped us with our fund raising events. As well as the Quiz Night, the 
Plant Sale and our annual 100 Club are valuable sources of income for the Village 
Hall. Although the plant sale did not raise as much as in previous years, the funds 
generated were useful and local support greatly appreciated. For a second year the 100 
Club increased the record number of ticket sales and a record number of bonus prizes 
were awarded. The higher the sales, the higher the benefits for both villagers and the 
village hall. Special thanks to Gill Haggarty and John Harland for ticket sales. 

We have had one or two maintenance issues but nothing to cause significant 
disruption of bookings. Maintenance and protecting users is and needs to continue to 
be an important focus of the Committee. 

As in previous years, we need others to join the Committee; our current Committee 
aren’t getting any younger and several of us still have full time jobs as well! The 
Committee meets every two/three months and it is well worthwhile giving some time, 
and effort, to ensure the continued role of our Village Hall in benefitting all who live 
in Sulham and Tidmarsh. We would especially welcome help from retirees who may 
be able to put to use their skills and experience. 

Finally, my sincere thanks to all the Committee members for their help and support 
during my second year as Chairman – in particular the officers of the committee 
Peter King Treasurer, Ann Robertson Minutes Secretary and Denise Randall, Bookings 
Secretary. 

Alan Maskell 
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Village Hall News

Dear Editor,
Is it possible to include the following notice/ad in the next issue of the village magazine? I 
received an email from Virgin Media, and while it is unlikely they will ever install fibre in our 
area, the more interest people register, the better. This is especially important given the endless 
wait for Superfast broadband from BT.

David Oderberg, Tidmarsh Lodge

Virgin Media
We’re very excited to be extending our services in the next five years to an extra 4 
million homes. We’re still planning the expansion of our superfast fibre broadband, 
and will do everything we can to consider your area. Which is where you come in...

We’re making sure we connect places where people want us. So if you haven’t already, 
why not tell your friends and neighbours to register their interest too? It’s all about 
people power you see. And who wouldn’t want up to 152Mb fibre broadband that’s 
twice as fast as Sky’s top speed (up to 152Mb)?

In the meantime if you have any questions, just check out our FAQs. As soon as 
anything changes in your area, we promise to be in touch. 

The Virgin Media team

Fund Raising Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who supported the coffee morning 
held in Tidmarsh Village Hall on May 8th supporting our 
local Sue Ryder Hospices in Reading and Nettlebed.

As well as having a nice social time together we raised an 
amazing £155. The money will be used to provide expert 
care and support for patients and their families living with 
life-limiting illnesses in our local area.

The fundraising team asked if we would host a ‘bake off’ 
later in the year, so watch this space!



Parish Magazine Summer 2015       7

Village Round-Up

Garden Open Day Teas raise £264!
Once again this year, Fran Wakefield opened her garden at The Tithe Barn as part 
of the National Garden Open Scheme for charity. The open day was on Sunday 7th 
June and attracted over 200 visitors, many of whom walked across to the church yard 
where a delicious array of cakes were on offer generously made by villagers. The teas 
were manned by Jennifer Nutt, Julia and Elizabeth Sheppard, Pat and Geoff Eastlake, 
Lesley Hankin, Julie Leybourne, Keiron and Bathany and John and Jane Butler.

Visitors to Tidmarsh enjoying the home made teas

Bishop Andrew and the Reverend Heather Parbury
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Familiar Faces

Jennifer Nutt Celebrates a Big Birthday!
On Friday 10th April, friends old and new 
gathered at The Spring Inn to celebrate Jennifer’s 
80th Birthday. Sadly, we could not have the event 
in our village pub (although it was originally 
booked there) as it was in the middle of the 
change-over of landlords. However, the Spring 
Inn looked after us very well indeed and the food 
was superb!

Two cakes were made by 
Wendy Matthews  
(pictured right).

L to R: Janice Proud, Jennifer Nutt, Anne Bollam
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Familiar Faces

Simmy Denis and  
the Reverend Heather Parbury

Nigel Cope and John Butler

John retires from The Co-Op car park after 20 years!
You will all know this familiar face... John 
has finally retired from his duties at the 
car park behind the Co-op in Pangbourne. 
Not only did John monitor the car park to 
ensure that the spaces were not abused by 
commuters, he helped many people with 
their shopping who would otherwise not 
be able to manage. The proposal is to have 
a peripatetic car parking warden which is a 
shame as John provided so much more of a 
service than sticking parking fines on cars. 
A big loss to the shoppers in Pangbourne.
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Familiar Faces

Local Wedding
The marriage took place on Saturday 20th June 2015 of Rosie Wakefield and Alex 
Isaacs. The couple were married at St Laurence Church by Reverend Andrew and the 
organ was played by Wilma Grant. After the service the champagne reception was 
held in the bride’s mothers beautiful award winning garden at The Tithe Barn with a 
wedding breakfast in a stunning marquee just on the River Pang at Mill Corner Farm. 
The couple live in London at present and honeymooned in Capri.
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Familiar Faces

Wilma Grant St Laurence Church

WHITCHURCH HILL CAMERA CLUB PRESENTS 
AN EXHIBITION OF THEIR WORK, BOTH PRINT AND DIGITAL

IMAGES 2
3rd – 12th SEPTEMBER

AT PANGBOURNE LIBRARY
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Things To Do
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Things To Do

Tidmarsh and Sulham Villge Fete
The Fete will be held at Sulham House on 8th August (by kind permission of Henry 
Scutt) and as usual all proceeds go to our two village churches to help keep them 
open.

Plans are well under way but we are still looking for volunteers to run stalls, and 
donate cakes, produce, prizes etc,

Please contact the following people:

Cake Stall – Rosemary Thomas  
 <rosemaryandrichardthomas@btopenworld.com>

Lucky Dip Prizes – Julia Sheppard  
 <j.sheppard2006@btinternet.com>  
 (any small items that would be suitable for children)

Toys – Valentina Britten-Holden  
 <vbritten@hotmail.com>

Plant and Produce – Jennifer Nutt  
 tel 9842370  
 (jams, marmalades, honey, mincemeat, vegetables, plants and flowers)

Bottles – Jenny Cope  
 <jenny@candcsystems.co.uk> or telephone 0774 777 5900

Raffle Prizes – Philippa Woodward –  
 984 1947

If you can help on a stall or with the set-up on Friday evening , have anything else 
you can donate or would like further information please contact :

 Gill Haggarty <haggartyjandg@btinternet.com> or  
 Gillian Alderton <alderton.boxcott@btinternet.com>
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Things To Do
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Things To Do

Open Gardens in Pangbourne
Sunday 19th July

2.00pm to 5.30 pm

Tickets £5 for adults (children under 16 free)

Tickets available from:
Garlands

Collins
Church Office (Weds and Friday 12 – 3)

Teas being served during the afternoon

Fund raising for
Th e Pa r i s h o f  Pa n g b o u r n e w i T h Ti d m a r s h a n d su l h a m

St James the Less ◊ St Laurence ◊ St Nicholas

Advance Notice!
Please make a note in your diary

that our next Jazz Night will be on
Saturday 5th September

in aid of the
St James Anniversary Project 2016
Details and tickets available soon
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Things To Do

TIDMARSH v SULHAM ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH
IT’S A DOUBLE ROLLOVER!!!

Following last year’s washout and the debacle of the previous year competitive 
anticipation is at an all time high. The cricketing juices should be flowing after 
the two exciting Test Matches against New Zealand. Is there a Ben Stokes out there 
waiting to make his mark? Battle will recommence on

ENGLEFIELD CRICKET PITCH
at 2.00pm ON SATURDAY AUGUST 22nd

For anyone who has never attended as a spectator, it is a wonderful afternoon played 
out against the incredible backdrop of Englefield House. For those who wish to grace 
the field, it is frequently a tight game undertaken with variable skill but always with 
good-humoured rivalry. We are still holding some largesse disbursed by the television 
company. Consequently, the price of participation this year will be a miserly £5.00. 
A plate of goodies from spouses/partners would also be welcome to furnish the tea 
between innings.

Team captains will be rounding up the usual suspects over the coming weeks, but if 
there are any budding Bothams who would like to put their names forward to play, 
please contact:

SULHAM John Haggarty: 9844122
  John Alderton: 9842729

TIDMARSH John Harland : 9842736
  Rob Robertson: 9843163 robbo_51@hotmail.com

SEE YOU THERE 
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Things To Do

West Berkshire Countryside Society

Event Diary July – September 2015
Our events give you the opportunity to come out on practical tasks, learn new skills, 
meet new people and, above all, enjoy yourself. The tasks usually begin around 10am 
and finish by 3pm but you are very welcome to come for as much time as you wish 
to give during these hours. Please wear suitable footwear and clothing, and bring a 
packed lunch if you are coming for the full day. Hot drinks are usually provided, as are 
the necessary tools.

Tue-07-Jul 10.00 a.m. Sulham Water Meadows, Home Farm, Sulham. SU642 759

Pulling invasive ragwort on this SSSI Park at Sulham Home Farm

For details on all events and further information please see the website –  
www.westberkscountryside.org.uk

Where is this?
Do you recognise it?
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Sulham Farm Walk

Sulham Farm Walk – Sunday 17th May 2015

A sunny Sunday afternoon saw a large group of people gather at Sulham Farmhouse 
for the start of the annual farm walk. Organised as part of the Open Farms 
programme, we were welcomed by John Haggarty (farm manager) and Henry Scutt 
(estate owner) as we gathered by the barns containing the latest newborn calves.

John then introduced us to this year’s guest speaker, Linda Bostock, who is a 
Medicinal Herbalist (www.herbalhealthinformation.com). Linda explained that she 
would be leading us on a walk through the estate’s lands and woods and stopping 
now and then to point out some of the many different varieties of plants, most of 
which we would probably consider weeds, and the different medicinal properties and 
uses of them.

A short walk up through Sulham churchyard took us to the field in front of Sulham 
House where John introduced us to the bull that is father to the calves in the barns 
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Sulham Farm Walk

and the fields around us – an impressive animal who seemed content with his lot. 
Linda was also impressed by the buttercups and other wild flowers and plants in his 
field too.

From there we cut across the lawns and up into Sulham Woods where we wandered in 
the dappled shade all the way to the pigeon tower near Calcot, with stops along the 
way for Linda to point out some of the well-known plants such as burdock, and the 
less well known including pilewort. John gave us an explanation of the different crops 
grown on the estate, as well as background to the estate’s policy of land management 
that incorporates havens for wildlife such as retention and replacement of hedgerows 
and leaving unploughed stubble areas for ground nesting birds. 

Pausing for a group photo at the pigeon tower, and a look at the Scutt’s photos of the 
interior that show all the individual nesting boxes built into the brick walls, we then 
continued down to Nunhide Farm. From here the hardy continued back on foot to 
Sulham Farm and those less inclined to walk boarded the Charlie Vincent Express to 
be driven back to the awaiting cakes (many baked by Heather Scutt), tea, or stronger 
beverages.
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Notes from The Sul

Life by the Sul can be sweet or pretty tough and often there is not much between 
them. Two pheasants nested in our garden but both had their eggs taken. Mallards 
also normally nest on the ground, but look at this picture and spot the mallard. She 
was high in a tree, just the other side of the brook from our garden, well hidden and 
protected by the twiggy growth all around her. We were looking forward to ducklings 
dropping about 20 feet onto the ground below. However, that was not to be. Her 
wonderful hiding place was found, perhaps by a squirrel or a magpie, a jay, a rook, a 
raven or even a kite. There is a long list of who may have taken her eggs. 

Spot the mallard: well hidden up high, within a twiggy oak tree outgrowth

Only a few yards from the mallard, a kite was also nesting: and making an awful lot 
of noise about it! Her nest consisted of a simple platform of twigs. Unhappily, she was 
no more successful than the mallard. The constantly searching rook was probably the 
culprit. 
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Notes from The Sul

A kite nesting nearby on a simple platform of twigs

Did I mention a raven? Much to my surprise we seem to have a pair nesting in 
Sulham Wood. Their raucous call is quite distinctive. They seldom come right down 
into the valley but stay close to the wood: very much better than being held in the 
Tower of London.

Another surprise, at least to me, is the resident lark. I hadn’t expected to see (or in fact 
hear) a lark singing away above the nearby field of wheat. I think it must be thanks to 
Sulham Estates, and in particular John Haggarty, for creating ample field margins that 
we have been blessed by the lark’s beautiful songs.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see

Richard Thomas
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Restaurant Review

The Sun Inn
at Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill
For a reason with which I need not bore you, Rosemary and I recently found ourselves 
in Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill, at lunchtime and in need of sustenance. With The 
Sun nearby we felt it must be worth a try and were glad to have done so.

The Sun was recently sold by Brakspears to Richard Hazel and I am pleased to say that 
he has obviously decided to keep it as a free house and very much as a traditional 
local pub: if one can call the more modern practice of serving food traditional.

For a simple lunch we were delighted to each have a filled roll. The rolls were superb: 
absolutely top-quality. Rosemary had hot bacon and brie. I had a really excellent and 
generous slice of properly home-cooked ham. This I washed down with an excellent 
pint of beer from the West Berkshire Brewery of Frilsham.

Having had our appetite whetted, so to speak, we went back a few days later to sample 
the evening menu. Again, I’m pleased to say that what was offered was entirely 
appropriate to a local public house: simple, tasty, unpretentious and nicely presented. 
There is a good and interesting selection of starters, main courses and desserts, all 
reasonably priced: usually about £10 for the main course. I had a tart of caramelised 
onion and goats’ cheese served with coleslaw and chips. Rosemary chose traditional 
fish and chips. Both were well worth having.

If you want haute cuisine in fancy surroundings (at a fancy haute cuisine price!) don’t 
look to The Sun. If all you want is a simple satisfying meal at a reasonable price in 
traditional surroundings give The Sun a try. You may well be pleasantly surprised.

The Sun Inn, Hill Bottom, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 2260, www.thesunwhitchurchhill.co.uk

Richard Thomas
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Pictures at an Exhibition …

Whitchurch Hill Camera Club 
IMAGES ONE – the first exhibition was originally to celebrate the opening of ‘that’ 
BRIDGE, much overdue and very, very welcome, just prior to the start of our autumn 
session. The exhibition also supported the library, helping to raise the library’s 
footfall; certainly it helped raise the club’s profile. 

A worry, initially, was how many of the prints could be shown, our library isn’t the 
biggest. We like to think we created artistic clutter, admittedly with no threat to The 
Summer Exhibition. A plus, we met Pauline Adams, a Pangbourne resident of many 
years, who showed us the picture she took back in the day, a social record, a fantastic 
shot, enviable. It won for her a 2nd Prize in a Picture Post competition 1952! 

Other things to see this year......The Picture of Year, John‘s stunning ‘ Glaucous 
Winged Gull’ together with the soaring sea eagle, decidedly frozen monkeys , 
enigmatic woods, local takes, architecture, colour versus mono, empathy. Even 
Reading‘s new railway station has proven to be photogenic. Each one of the images, 
for those in the know, has a recognisable ‘signature’, an identifier, a style which tells 
of the author. 

This year a slightly different format. The 2nd September, a Wednesday is, for us, an 
evening affair for club members, our own Pamela Bale plus Mike Brook Head of 
Library Services Newbury etc. Then from Thursday we are open to all, during library 
hours only, but running until September 12 embracing two weekends. 

The comment book set up for us by Karen Piper (Libraries Area Supervisor) was a great 
idea (one of many), it was encouraging to have such a positive feedback from you 
all and with a great clutch of speakers already in place for our 2015/16 season (our 
programme goes to print very shortly) good times. But let’s enjoy summer first. See 
you all in September for IMAGES 2.

LH
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Gardening July–September by Alan Maskell

July 
Cutting back growth in hanging baskets can encourage new flowers and foliage and 
will revive the display. Cut back hardy Geraniums and Delphiniums to encourage 
further blooms. Prune lupins for further flowers. Pick sweet peas every ten days to 
keep them blooming. Dead-head your roses to keep them looking tidy unless your 
rose produces attractive hips

Now is the best time to to prune deciduous Magnolia. Divide clumps of Bearded Iris. 
Take cuttings from tender plants for over-wintering indoors. 

Now is a good time to spray ground elder, bindweed and other persistent weeds with a 
glyphosate-based weed killer as the plants now have lots of leaf surface area.

Plant second cropping potatoes in pots or bags to give new potatoes for Christmas.

Pot on peppers into progressively larger pots. Nip off the growing tips of squash and 
courgette to encourage branching. Feed crops with a general purpose fertiliser. 

Pinch out tomato side shoots each week and cut off any leaves growing below the 
lowest ripening fruit trusses. Feed with dilute tomato fertiliser weekly. If leaves look 
pale and yellow feed more regularly. Pick runner beans regularly to prevent them 
becoming stringy and to make room for developing pods. Water fruit and vegetable 
crops daily in warm weather.

Tackle blackfly on broad beans by pinching off affected growing tips. Check for 
cabbage white butterfly eggs under brassica leaves and squash them. Clear weeds 
regularly, as they compete with your crops for nutrients and water. Plants fruiting in 
containers need high potash liquid feed.

Check the leaves of gooseberry bushes for sawfly larvae and remove with water or by 
hand. Peg down runners on strawberry plants to create more plants for next year.

Prune plum, apricot, peach and cherry trees now as it reduces the risk of these trees 
getting silver leaf disease.Plants wilting for no obvious reason need checking for 
vine weevils by looking for ‘C’ shaped creamy maggots amongst the roots. Treat if 
necessary.

August
Camellias and Rhododendrons need to be 
well watered at this time of year to ensure 
that next year’s buds develop well. Watering 
is key for all plants, especially pots even if it 
rains (which we hope won’t happen).

Stake tall or top-heavy Dahlias and Lilies 
to prevent wind and rain damage. Trim 
lavender plants after flowering to keep them 
compact. Don’t cut into woody stems. Vine weevil
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Gardening July–September by Alan Maskell

Limit the fruits on a squash plant to about three, making sure they are established 
before pinching out. Lift and dry onions, shallots and garlic once foliage has flopped 
over and yellowed. Sweetcorn is ready when you can pop a corn with your thumbnail 
and the juices are milky.

Cut back the fruited canes of your summer raspberries, tying in the new green canes 
for next year’s crop.

Take lots of photos of your garden now if you want to rearrange it in winter – it’s 
much easier to do this if you have a reference point.

September
September is a good time to plant new 
perennials as the soil is still warm but 
there is generally more rainfall. Keep 
deadheading annuals and perennials to 
extend their performance to first frosts; keep 
watering hanging baskets and containers. 
Chrysanthemums and Sedum will brighten 
up your borders.   

Foxgloves, wallflowers and violas can be 
planted out for next year. Spring bulbs can 
also be planted. Sow sweet peas in cold frame 
for strong plants next year. Divide herbaceous perennials so they can establish roots 
before winter. Keep Camellias and Rhododendrons well watered to ensure that next 
year’s buds develop well. This is crucial in hot weather, they also prefer rain water.

If you haven’t done it already, prune plum and cherry trees as soon as possible. Help 
pumpkins ripen in time for Halloween by removing leaves shadowing the fruits and 
place on a piece of slate or wood to raise them off wet soil and prevent rotting. To 
improve soil, leave bean and pea roots to rot in the ground – just cut off stems and 
compost them. Plant garlic bulbs at the end of the month in a sunny spot for next 
year. Start planting autumn onion sets. Pot up strawberry runners to make extra 
plants for next year and make sure fruited raspberry canes are cut back.

If you have clay soil, improve it now before it becomes too wet or frozen through 
incorporating organic matter and/or horticultural grit. 

Sedum
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Easter Celebrations
Easter celebrations at St Nicholas were enhanced by the lovely decorations provided 
by Gill and Pauiline – many thanks to them both.

Rogation Sunday evening service started with social time; sharing refreshments before 
a lovely service that included a walk out to the fields of Sulham farm guided by farm 
manager John Haggarty where prayers were said asking for God’s blessing 

Thank You
For many years Pauline Ross has been a much valued, hard working St Nicholas 
church committee member. She has also taken turns with cleaning, coordinated the 
flower rota and has helped numerous wedding couples with their floral arrangements. 
Sadly for us she is moving away. Her support as part of the small team that cares for 
St Nicholas and organizes the Fete and other fund raising events has been invaluable 
and she has been instrumental in raising thousands of pounds for our village church. 

We will miss her and her husband Martin so much and everyone at St Nicholas would 
like to say a huge thank you for all their support.

Gluyas Thomas
Right is a photograph of a much loved member of St 
Nicholas church, Gluyas Thomas, taken during a recent 
(visit?) to him by Gillian and Gill in his home. 

Gluyas was church warden at St Nicholas for many years 
and he and his lovely wife Frances (sadly now deceased) 
were active members of St Nicholas for most of their 
lives. Gluyas is now in his 97th year but is still active 
and thoroughly enjoying life. He sends love to all at St 
Nicholas.

St Nicholas Church
The answer to this issue’s “Where is This?”
Those of you with young children surely knew that 
in this issue we show the centre of the basket in the 
playground swing on the Millennium Green
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Raceview House . Hambridge Road . Newbury . RG14 5SA
  

T: 01635 523123    Www.benheath.com

visit us at our beautiful showroom spread over four floors

fine furniture,
fitted furniture

and kitchens

our own contemporary
and classic designs,

hand made by us
in the

heart of Newbury
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We clean all types of ovens, including range cookers and AGAs. 
Fully Insured and Guaranteed. 

All of our cleaning solutions we use are 100% safe,  
bio-degradeable, and non caustic. 

Appointment times guaranteed – no need to wait in all day!
Visit our web site for Prices.

www.ovencleandirectthamesvalley.co.uk
Phone 0118 984 5700 / 07517 781513
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COOKS’ CORNER

Wine drinkers beware, there could be trouble ahead. 
Apparently there is likely to be a shortage of wine on 
the shelves because of the increasing amount drunk by 
America and many of the emerging nations, in particular 
China. Not only that, it would appear that the supermar-
kets have been less than open about what wine actually 
costs. Sometimes wines on ‘special offer’ have been sold 
at a lower price some 6 months earlier, and then the price 
artificially inflated for a few weeks, so that the ‘special 
offer’ could be sold at a higher price that the original 
price. I don’t know how you can combat this practice 
apart from noting down the price of your favourite 
wine each week and asking the management about any 
surprise increases. 
For the first time, three new countries are producing 
Whisky: England, Japan and of all places Mexico. Both 
new products have had a very favourable press, they 
might be worth a try by Whisky drinkers if only for 
novelty value.
It is almost impossible to read about food and not hav-
ing ‘health’ appearing somewhere in the article. At the 
moment I have found three articles, all dealing with 
different angles. First of all, a study by the British Heart 
Foundation claims that the size of portions of ready 
meals sold by the major supermarkets has in many case 
doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say 
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the 
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at 
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple 
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are 

responsible for what you eat – and long may you have 
the right to do so. But beware, the Government is taking 
steps to control your eating. I am not a lover of junk food 
sweets, but the Government has re-instated plans to ban 
them from being sold very close to, or at, checkouts in 
supermarkets. This may seem to be unimportant – surely 
it is the responsibility of parents to say ’No’ and actually 
mean it. It becomes more worrying when we hear that 
two years ago the Department of Health launched the 
“Responsibility Deal” in which it was intended that 
supermarkets worked with the Government to combat 
public health concerns such as obesity and alcohol con-
sumption. We then find out that supermarket take-away 
meals will have their saturated fat consumption reduced, 
in spite of the fact that it is generally accepted that it is 
sugar and refined carbohydrates which is the biggest 
threat to health. Do other EU Governments meddle in 
what is and what is not to be sold? Or do they leave it to 
the good sense of the customers. I may be wrong but I 
suspect that is the British buyer that is not over-worried 
about the nutritional quality of many foods, but the 
convenience of them. If we don’t want more Government 
interference in our food habits, and I for one certainly 
don’t, we have to think harder about our diets and take 
more control over the quality of what we eat rather than 
simply the convenience factor.
I like to have some sort of theme in these articles for the 
year as it helps to focus my thoughts, so this year I am 
concentrating on vegetables and puddings. The vegetable 
dishes will not be strictly vegetarian, and hopefully the 

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services 

 
	 •	 Self	Assessments	tax	returns	prepared	 

	 and	filed	with	HMRC	from	£125
	 •	 Year	accounts	prepared	and	filed	with	 

	 Companies	House	from	£295
	 •	 Corporation	tax	returns	from	£125
	 •	 Annual	returns	prepared	and	filed	 

	 including	filing	fee	from	£100
	 •	 My	hourly	rate	for	other	accounting	work	 

	 such	as	monthly	accounts	preparation	is	£30

Other	services	include	Accounts	set	up	and	training	
(Sage),	VAT	returns,	Wages	and	salaries	and	specific	

financial	and	management	accounting	advice.
Please	call	Mark	Chappell	for	further	information.	

Tel	no:	07778	794453
Email:	accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Chiltern Insurance Group 
Pangbourne

Business and Personal Insurance
from your Local Broker

Call 01189 84 33 55

www.Chilterninsurance.co.uk

St James House, Church Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7AR

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 

Business
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Geralyn Collins 
BSc MA(Couns),  SAP Dip Supvsn, AssocAPP-NHS, RegdMBACP(Accred), BPC-Accred DIT 

 

Counsellor and Psychotherapist   

Confidential service from a fully registered and accredited 
professional with 20 years’ NHS experience. 

Clinical supervision for professional clinicians. 

Please call to book an initial consultation. 

Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading and Newbury) 

07778 509 594 



34 Summer 2015 Tidmarsh with Sulham



Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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& Cleaning Service
sunny.montague@btinternet.com
harmonylifestylemanagement.com

Tel: 07776 307293 

Services include:
Cleaning

Parties and events

Property management and maintenance

Key holding

Pet sitting

Nutrition and exercise optimisation

Staff sourcing and vetting

Business and personal admin 

Errands, Shopping, Gift buying

This list is not exhaustive .....

Please call or email Sunny to discuss your requirements.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 1 September at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Ecclesiastical 
The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne 
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Rector of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close, Pangbourne

0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

Church Adminstrator
Rachel Buckingham

Church office open Wednesday  
and Friday 12.00-3.00pm

0118 984 5066 
admin@pangbournechurches.info

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne; 
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham 
Jill Palfrey 984 2698

Julia Sheppard 956 1820

Parochial Church Council 
PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud ; Wilma Grant

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer          0118 984 2621

Committee Chairs
St Laurence : John Butler 984 2621

St Nicholas : Gill Haggarty  984 4122

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  07745 243079 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048
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Local Information

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson 07768 237132 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  

0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

  12 Months 

 Full page: £125.00 

 Half page: £75.00 

 Quarter page: £50.00  

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


