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EDITORIAl
Welcome to the summer issue of the magazine. I am delighted to have Karen
Fountaine working alongside me on the news articles for the magazine. Karen has
already contributed the restaurant reviews over the past couple of issues and will
also be seeking out local news and interesting historical facts for future issues.
Along with our other regular contributions, we have the foundation for a more
interesting and newsy publication. Karen and I are more than happy to meet at The
Greyhound and stand anyone a drink who would like to chat to us and tell us
news/history/interesting facts about the village and its residents. See below for our
email addresses or look under Local Information at the back of the magazine.
It is just over a month until the village fete, this year to be held at Sulham House.
As always, your help is needed and please see this issue how you can assist.
We both look forward to seeing you all at the Fete!
Jenny Cope – jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
Karen Fountaine – karencoltmoor@talktalk.net

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
DATE

EvEnT

TImE

5 July

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

5 July

Coffee Morning – Village Hall

11am

13 July

Englefield Village Fete and Flower Show

2pm

24 July

Parish Council Meeting – Tidmarsh Village Hall

8pm

2 Aug

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

2 Aug

Coffee Morning – Village Hall

11.00 am

3 Aug

Village Fete – Sulham House

2.00 pm

1 Sept

Annual Cricket Match – Sulhamstead Cricket Ground

6 Sept

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

6 Sept

Coffee Morning – Village Hall

26 Sept

Autumn Gift Fair – Hillfields Farm, Lower Basildon

4 Oct

Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall

4 Oct

Coffee Morning – Village Hall
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9.30am

9.30am

2pm
9.30 am
11.00 am
9.30 – 4pm
9.30 am
11.00 am

nEwS
TIDmARSh vIllAgE hAll nEwS JUlY 2019
We continue to host groups, classes, meetings and individual events. The Facebook
page is receiving lots of attention. Visit our Facebook Page and like us.
Regular users of the hall are:
Art:

Monday morning and Weds afternoon

Upholstery:

Tuesday mornings

Martial Arts: Tuesdays 6pm.
Currently seeking young participants September 2019 07789 852499
Tai Chi:

Thurs morning

Village monthly coffee morning: First Friday of month 11am
Zumba:

Saturday morning

Other groups use the hall for private or occasional activities.
If you need to book or enquire about the Village Hall
please contact our Booking Secretary Hilary Innes by phoning 0118 984 2561
or emailing tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

QUIz nIghT
In May the Village Hall filled up for the recently-instituted and popular Spring
Quiz, which was accompanied by a ploughman’s supper and a lot of fun.
Quizmasters John and Annette Chiswick once again presented participants with a
selection of questions which they later admitted was one of their most taxing.
A Manor Farm Lane team came first but the main constituent of the evening was
competitive bonhomie, making everybody a winner. Along with the raffle an excess
of £200 was raised which will go towards redecorating the interior of the hall.
Thanks to organisers, quizmasters and participants who all helped make an
enjoyable evening. Another quiz will be organised for the autumn.

AppEAl
New members of the village hall committee are urgently required to organise
events such as these and the running of the hall. Please contact chairman Alan
Maskell if you can spare time to attend three meetings per annum. Without more
help the facility may have to close in the future.
Alan Maskell 07954 140048 0118 984 5326
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UlTRAFAST FUll FIbRE bROADbAnD FROm gIgAclEAR
cOmES TO TIDmARSh & SUlhAm
Finally, after many months of road closures and roadworks, Gigaclear can now
offer connection to their ultrafast, full fibre broadband.
Gigaclear hosted a meeting at Tidmarsh Village Hall on Wednesday 12th June where
their team were on hand to talk through the advantages of their service and to
explain how to sign up.
Tidmarsh & Sulham have our own dedicated Gigaclear expert –Nicola McGuinness
(contact details below) and if you were unable to make the meeting, she will be
your point of contact and can give you all the information you will require.
So, what are the benefits as I see them… If like me, you have your broadband
service via BT, you may well have the service coming in via overhead lines. In my
case the line is right by the mill stream bridge and many times over years we have
been here, a too-large lorry has attempted to come down the lane only to take out
the wire in its wake meaning numerous calls to BT and more often than not a wait
of some two plus weeks before it can be reconnected. If its not a lorry, then trees
have also played their part. For me therefore, I am welcoming the Gigaclear
connection which will be underground directly into my property.
I will not pretend to understand all the technicalities here but the download and
upload speeds via the Gigaclear service will be very much faster than either
standard broadband or fibre broadband – a minimum of 30 MB per second for the
basic package, 300 MB per second for the intermediate package and 900 MB per
second for the top of the range package. Prices start from £35 per month, up to £75
per month, and they seem to have some good introductory deals at the moment
too. If the Gigaclear connection point is not more than 100 metres from the
connection point in your property, then the cable is laid free of charge (Terms and
Conditions apply). It the distance is over 100 metres, then the Gigaclear engineers
will come out to your property, carry out a survey free of charge and provide a
quotation for the work.
Gigaclear have invested heavily in our villages to provide this service and are keen
to sign up as many customers as possible. They can also provide a ‘telephone’ line
via their partner company – Vonage meaning you can have both telephone and
broadband.
For more information and to find out if your property is ready for connection,
contact Nicola on 0370 7740513 or email her at nicola.mcguinness@gigaclear.com.
I will report further when mine is installed!!
Jenny Cope
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hEDgE lAYIng On ThE mIlEnnIUm gREEn
I hope by now that most of you have had the opportunity to see that the hedge on
the east side of the Millennium Green has been trimmed and laid during the early
spring. This mixed species hedge consisting mostly hawthorn and other native
species was planted approximately 16 years ago when the area was created as a
green open space for the village. The hedge was planted with a few hard working
volunteers from Tidmarsh and Sulham. The intention was that the hedge would be
laid within the first few years of growth. The first laying of the hedge was carried
out and the one just completed is the second time this work has been completed.

The idea of a laid hedge is traditionally to provide a stock proof barrier to fields
and not requiring posts or wire. The limbs are bent down at ground level but not
cut through completely so the plant will still grow. Chestnut stakes are then driven
in at 3 metre intervals and intertwined with hazel binders. This provides an
excellent nesting habitat as well a protection for insects and small mammals as
well as a lovely aesthetic appearance. The work to do this is a skilled tradition and
was carried out by John Heathfield from Thame who is a member of the National
Hedgelaying Society. A hedge can be laid in several styles in this case a “ Midland
Hedge “ which has given a nice trimmed and cut face against the grass. This
hedgelaying is carried out in winter early spring when the growth has died back
and there are no nesting birds in the hedge.
The work was paid for by the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council from 106
monies which are paid by developers when planning applications are made.
I am sure you would agree how splendid it now looks and with minor annual
trimming it will last for another 10 years. Along with the wild flower area and the
cut grass we are privileged to have such an open space in the village.
John Haggarty
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SwAn wATch
Having been disappointed at the prospect of
no swan family life on the Pang at Tidmarsh,
I was very pleased to receive notification from
some Tidmarsh residents of sightings of a pair
of swans in May. They were spotted basking in
the sun in the grounds of Tidmarsh Grange
and other private gardens.
One resident who feeds the swans in his
garden commented that the cob (male) appears
friendly and the (pen) female is shy. This raises
the question of whether one of the pair is the
survivor from last year and whether it was the
male or female who reared the cygnets.
We will never know for sure.
It looks too late for cygnets this year, but there
is now the prospect of future broods.
Most couples enjoy a honeymoon together,
why not swans?
My thanks to Ali Masters and Colin Sims for
photos.
Alan Maskell – alanrmaskell@hotmail.com

BERRINGTONS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

• CLEAN, RELIABLE, HAPPY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• CERTIFICATES ISSUED • DISCOUNT ON GROUP BOOKINGS
• FULLY INSURANCED

FOR MORE INFORMA
INFORMATION
ATION
TIO TEL: 01635 813279
TION
79
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1826
READING
THATCHAM

0118 957 3650
01635 873672

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS
DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN
MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, AND LATER LIFE LEGAL
SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE
WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES
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pARISh cOUncIl nEwS
pARISh cOUncIl nEwS
Following the opportunity for local council elections in May, Tidmarsh with
Sulham Parish Council has a few new faces. We didn't have an actual election as
the number of candidates was less than the seats available. Your Parish Councillors
are Jon Chishick, Sima Elliot, Andrew Madden, Colin Pawson, Jonathan Pearson
(chairman) and Steven Webb. Their contact details are on the parish website
www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk or you can contact the new Parish Clerk, Jennie
Currie, by emailing tidmarshwithsulham@gmail.com.
The parish council has recently paid for the hedging to be laid on the Millennium
Green, placed an order for 3 new kissing gates to replace the stiles on the parish
footpaths and will be installing a new rubbish bin on the Millennium Green.
The council meets every other month and the public are welcome to attend. The
next meeting will be held on 24th July at 8pm in Tidmarsh Village Hall.
Jennie Currie
Parish Clerk

AUTUMN GIFT FAIR
in aid of newbury Riding for the Disabled

THURSDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 2019

9.30am - 4.00pm
HILLFIELDS FARM, PARK WALL LANE, LOWER BASILDON, RG8 9PE
Entry £5 (children free)
50 FABULOUS STALLS
INCLUDING FOOD, GIFTS, CLOTHING & HOMEWARES
coﬀee, tea & cakes served all day
light lunches available 12 – 2pm
For further information visit our website www.newburyrda.co.uk
Charity No 1121113
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EvEnTS
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SULHAM HOUSE
Sulham Hill

SAT 3rd A
AUGUST
UGUST 22pm
pm
Fun Dog Show
Classic Vehicles
Traditional Stalls
Licensed Bar & BBQ

Free Car Parking
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EvEnTS
FETE 2019
This year the SULHAM & TIDMARSH FETE will be held by kind permission of
Henry Scutt in the grounds of Sulham House on Saturday August 3rd.
We have had some offers of help already for this very popular event but are still
looking for volunteers to run some stalls and to take a shift manning the entrance
gate, the car park, tea tent and welcoming visitors to the flower festival in St
Nicholas church.
We would be very grateful for donations; we need items such as:
Plants, cakes, flowers, bottles, homemade jams or chutneys or home grown veggies
for the Plant and Produce stall.
Items for the luxury raffle, these can be unwanted gifts, toys, bottles of wine or
spirits etc. Single items are then grouped together to make high value prizes.
Toys for the Toy Stall (we are looking for someone to run this stall).
Bottles, wine, beer, soft drinks, bubble bath etc for the Bottle stall.
Cakes, bread cookies for the Cake Stall and also cakes for the Tea Tent.
Small gifts suitable for children for the Lucky Dip (We are looking for someone to run
this game)
Unwanted good quality items for the White Elephant stall.
Books, DVDs and CDs for the Book Stall
We are very grateful for all help and donations.
This Village Fete is a much loved tradition, please help us to keep it going.
All proceeds from the fete are divided equally between our two village churches.
Please contact
Gill Haggarty:

haggartyjandg@btinternet.com or 9844122

Gillian Alderton: alderton.boxcott@btinternet.com or 9842729
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EvEnTS

ANNUAL VILLAGE CRICKET MATCH
TIDMARSH VS. SULHAM
SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2pm start
Sulhamstead Cricket Ground (on the A4 opposite the Spring Inn)
Limited over match
Teas and refreshments
Please bring the family along and support your village
There will be a bouncy castle etc. to keep the kids entertained
Please sign up if you wish to play in the match
All standards welcome!
Sulham Team contacts:
John Alderton 9842729 or John Haggarty 9844122
Tidmarsh Team contact: Brad Read braddread@gmail.com 9845240
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016
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The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham
A Christian presence in every community in 2019

Sunday Worship each week in St James the Less
7:45am

Holy Communion

Book of Common Prayer

10am

Sunday at Ten

Worship for all ages

prayer, preaching, communion and baptism, Bible teaching,
singing and music, sharing faith, serving the community

Come and join the Bishop of Oxford on his walk
through the Bradfield Deanery.
Bishop Steven be visiting churches in Purley, Pangbourne,
Tidmarsh, Basildon and Ashampstead on Thursday 5th
September.
&ŽƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŽƵƚĞŚĞ͛ůůďĞƚĂŬŝŶŐĂŶĚƚŝŵŝŶŐƐ
visit our website ʹ www.pangbournechurches.org.uk

Summer fun at the

PARISH FETE
Sulham House, Sulham
Saturday 3rd August from 2 pm

Members of Pangbourne Football Club and St James
Parish Church, seen here at the Pangbourne Village
Fete with Reverend Barry Ashdown and Reverend
Heather Parbury, are getting together to promote a
development team in the Thames Valley Churches
Friendly League. June 2019

Midweek Communion
Wednesday 10am in St James
A short, peaceful time of worship followed by coffee and chat.
Especially good if you ĐĂŶ͛ƚŵĂŬĞ^ƵŶĚĂǇďĞĐĂƵƐĞŽĨǁŽƌŬŽƌĨĂŵŝůǇĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚƐ.

Sunday worship this year at 11am

Tuesday Teas

st

St Laurence, Tidmarsh

nd

2 Sunday Holy Communion

St Laurence, Tidmarsh

3rd Sunday Family Worship

St Nicholas, Sulham

1 Sunday Family Worship

15

for seniors monthly
in Pangbourne Village Hall
on the fourth Tuesday each month
from 2pm

chURch

The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham

The Parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham
Parochial Church Council Committees
When the single parish of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham was created, almost 20 years ago,
three separate Parishes and Parochial Church Councils were closed and a new PCC was formed for the
new parish.
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules for the Church of England elected members of PCC
are communicant members of the church who have been on the electoral roll of the parish for a
minimum of 6 months. The three churches were to provide PCC members in the proportion
9:3:3 = St James : St Laurence : St Nicholas
The newly formed PCC established church committees to work on behalf of, and in conjunction with, the
PCC, made of members of PCC and members from each congregation. These committees evolved and
developed through the decades. As you know, time and culture moves on and it has become increasingly
difficult for many residents in each village to commit to active membership of the Church of England. It
has not been possible to elect church members to PCC in the proportion originally set for several years.
In accordance with the aims of the Church of England to have ͚ĂŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞŝŶĞǀĞƌǇĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͛
the PCC of Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham has resolved to do everything possible to maintain our
three places of worship on behalf of all the residents of our villages and others who choose to worship
with us.
In the place of the three church committees this year we now plan to have open meetings of the PCC in
each village this summer, and invite all residents who are interested to come and meet the elected
representatives, hear how church members and other volunteers are using, maintaining and funding the
building in that village, and share ideas about how the church community can be supported and
encouraged by the residents in keeping our lovely heritage buildings at the centre of both Christian
worship and village life.
We do hope you can join us in your own village, or in the place where you worship,
from Reverend Heather Parbury
Rector of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham and Chair of the Parochial Church Council.

June 2019

Village Church Open Meetings following Sunday Worship
St Laurence, Tidmarsh
11am Sunday August 11th
St James the Less, Pangbourne 10am Sunday August 25th
St Nicholas, Sulham
11am September 15th
Let us know you are coming admin@pangbournechurches.info or just turn up!
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ST nIchOlAS chURch
On the third Sunday of every month at 11 am there is a family service held at
St Nicholas, Sulham. It is easy to follow and all ages are welcome to join us. The
service is followed with time to chat over coffee and cake. You will be made very
welcome by the happy, friendly church community.
If anyone would like to help the very small team of ladies who keep St Nicholas
Church tidy and decorated with flowers we would love to hear from you. (contact
9844122 or 9842729)
Thank you to everyone who came to help with our annual spring clean and
churchyard tidy before Easter. The church looked beautiful filled with spring
flowers for the Easter Day service.
Following the annual meeting of the Parochial Church Council Jill Palfrey has been
elected to be a church warden for the parish churches. She will work alongside
Julia Sheppard who has been managing this busy role by herself for the past two
years. We are very grateful to them both.

EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR
OUR CARPETS, RUGS,
RUGS UPHOLSTER
UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOORS

The most thorough cleaning you’ve
ou’ve ever seen… or it’
For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning
ng of your carpets, u
upholster
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today 0
0118
118 3
329
2 0058
W
Wee have our own dedicated rug wash
facility in Bradfield. Free collection
delivery
rugs..
y of all
and deliver
ry
al rugs

All floor tiles and g
grout
gro
out cleaned,
ffullll restoration off allll naturall stone
floors (incl. marble floor polishing).

“We
“W
We always take the time to visit
vis you to sur
survey
vey all yyour requirements and leave you with a
no obligation written quotation, which doesn’
doesn’tt chang
change. You know where you are on price.”

www.abfab.uk.com
www
.abfab.uk
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Bradfield Fuelwood
Pickup loads £80
Netted bags of logs £5
Netted bags of Kindling £6
Call Roger on
07809 182329 / 0118 974 4577
Free local delivery
roger_shilton@yahoo.com
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COBBS FARM SHOP AND KITCHEN
at ENGLEFIELD

If you have not done so already, I thoroughly recommend a visit to Cobbs Farm
Shop.
Not only do they sell quality products at reasonable prices, they also house a
traditional butchery, delicatessen and have a very pleasant Café.
The full English breakfast, along with an excellent vegetarian/vegan option, is one
of the best in the area.
Light lunches and afternoon teas are also served in this very relaxing and spacious
venue. A perfect location for meeting up with friends and family, or ideal if you just
want to find a quiet corner to ‘download’ your day.
However, due to growing popularity, it may be advisable to book in advance.
Karen Fountaine
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gARDEnIng

Alan maskell

DEAlIng wITh DRY SUmmERS In ThE gARDEn
Things to consider when planning a water-efficient garden:

•
•

having one or more water butts to harvest rain

•

planting new shrubs and trees through plastic helps to retain moisture and
control weeds

•

loose mulches (such as wood bark or coarse home compost) around established
plants stop water evaporating

•

your lawn only really needs watering once a week and it is better to water in the
morning when the temperature is lower and evaporation is less

•
•
•
•

make bowl shapes in earth around roots for retaining water

choosing drought-tolerant plants means your garden needs less water:
– Sedums, Nepeta (catmint), Artemesia, Verbascum, Sea Holly, Cranes Bill
Geraniums, most grey foliage plants will all survive poor conditions

most efficient way to water plants is with a watering can fitted with a rose
place a planter under hanging baskets to catch the drips
add water retaining crystals to pots and containers

Making use of greywater in the garden
Any water that has been used in the home, except water from toilets, is called
'greywater'. Shower, sink and laundry water can be re-used in the garden during
droughts. Greywater from baths and showers can be used to water non-edible
plants - make sure it is cool before you use it and don't pour it straight onto foliage.
Alan Maskell attends to gardens in Tidmarsh, Tilehurst and RG8 area
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RESTAURAnT/pUb REvIEw
ThE bEETlE AnD wEDgE
FERRY lAnE
mOUlSFORD
(01491 651381)
Having spent many of my formative
years in this area, I am no stranger to
the Beetle and Wedge. I have many
fond memories of family gatherings and celebrations, both at this venue and also
along this beautiful stretch of the river. My late father taught me how to row here,
I also recall him writing some of his finest work, whilst enjoying the hospitality of
this famous restaurant.
My recent visit was pleasant enough, I was pleased that we were seated at what has
become our favourite table and were promptly served with our choice of drinks.
The stunning vista, even on a slightly overcast day, still gave one the feeling of
being somewhere warm and exotic.
My starter of Pan Fried Scallops, Prosciutto Crisp and Salsa Verde was very well
presented. The scallops were perfectly cooked, but a little over powered by the
prosciutto. Mick’s choice of Crispy Duck, Ginger Risotto Cake and Plum Sauce, was
an interesting mix of delicate flavours. The risotto cake, could have benefitted from
being a little lighter, but this did not have too much of an impact on the enjoyment
of the dish.
My main course of Roast Leg of Lamb, Wild Garlic Croquette, Leek and Minted
Pea’s, was not to the usual standard that I have grown to expect. The lamb being
tender, was let down by most of the accompanying vegetables, which had the taste
of being reheated and were served barely warm.
Mick thoroughly enjoyed his Local Sirloin Steak, served with Mushroom, Tomato
and Peppercorn Sauce. The additional accompaniment of the famous Beetle and
Wedge Rosti, was as usual a big hit with both of us. It never ceases to amaze me, at
how a very basic dish is made and served to such a delicious, high standard.
Having shared and enjoyed a fine bottle of Shiraz, we decided not to take the option
of puddings. Also the choice on this particular day, seemed a little limited [possibly
due to a seasonal menu change]
Overall we enjoyed our visit, the service being as usual to a high professional
standard. However, a little more attention to detail may be required to keep this
restaurant within the Fine Dining category.
Karen Fountaine

(Karen & Mick visited the Beetle & Wedge in April 2019)
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bOOk REvIEw
bOOk clUb REvIEw
The Glass Castle by Janette Walls
The Glass Castle is a memoir beautifully written in a
journalistic style that does not over dramatise even the
most disturbing issues. The author grew up in a complex,
bohemian, anti-establishment family who constantly
move from place to place in America. The mother is a self
absorbed artist who does little to practically or
emotionally care for her children. The father is a highly
intelligent and free spirited man who clearly loves his
children, but is also an alcoholic whose personality
changes when he drinks. Together the parents are careless, neglectful and as a
result, abusive. The family move from place to place in America, with no
possessions or solid base other than the mother’s many paintings and the father’s
plans to build a Glass Castle for his family. The children, at times dirty and hungry,
try to take on the role of the parents, looking after each other and trying to earn
money for bare necessities. Amazingly, despite their upbringing the author never
gives the reader the impression of “poor me”.
Book club all enjoyed this book and it provoked good discussion at review.
Next read: Close to Home by Cara Hunter

Date TBC: Contact 9842 729 for details

• GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS
• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
• FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY • SHELVING
• FENCING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS • DRAFTS • SQUEAKS
• NO JOB TOO SMALL
• MANY JOBS UNDER £50

Call Peter on 07504 266151
16 Childrey Way, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5EA
Tel 0118 9624571 E: peterspropserv@aol.com
Visit our website on www.ppmhome.co.uk
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nORmAnDY TOUR
mIlITARY vEhIclE TRUST 2019 nORmAnDY TOUR
The sun rose out of the sea on 6th June 2019. 75 years to the day after USA,
Canadian and British troops landed on occupied europe, to free it from Nazi
occupation.
400 WW2 ex military vehicles from the UK joined other ex military vehicles from
across the world in Normandy to commemmorate those that lost their lives for our
freedom, and to celebrate the start of the Liberation of Europe.
A small contingent of WW2 vehicles from Tidmarsh and Sulham attended this
event. John and Jane Butler from Tidmarsh with their Jeep, Charles Vincent with his
GMC 353 truck plus myself and Sheila with our GMC Dukw amphibian. Both from
Sulham. We had booked a campsite at Etreham for the 180 vehicles that were
booked on our tour. 140 vehicles of varying sizes and tentage were on this site,
others booked gites.
We joined others at events in the local villages and towns, where we were made
very welcome. In a vehicle parade in Bayeux for British owned vehicles, the
watching crowd was estimated by the Gendarmes to be in excess of 100,000 people.
We visited battlefield sites and points of interest from the D Day Campaign. We also
laid wreaths at War Cemetries and Monuments to the fallen to remember the
sacrifice that was made by many.
Rex and Sheila Ward
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For all your
printing needs
Our family run business has been
established for over twenty years and
has a client base as diverse as their
requirements. Whether you’re an
individual or a blue chip company we
can provide for all your printing needs.

HERALD
G R A P H I C S

• creative services • personal and company stationery
• brochures and leaflets • magazines
• promotional material
• personalisation and mail-merging
• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround
• conventional print
• large format and display systems
• finishing
• storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact
Peter (0118) 9311 488 or
email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
272 Elgar Road South, Reading, Berkshire RG2 0BZ
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EnglEFIElD cE pRImARY SchOOl
It seems a long time since the last edition of the magazine
and much has happened in and around school.
Our younger pupils battled though the wind and rain of
Storm Gareth to enjoy an interesting day at Rushall Farm.
The children saw the lambs and piglets, toured the farm,
learned the bee waggle dance, learned about food chains,
dissected owl pellets and had a walk in the woods as well as
a tractor ride ... all good fun and very educational.
John and Viv from the Wooden Spoon charity came in to talk to the Year 5/6 class
about their upcoming rugby match at the advanced base camp of Everest. The
children were fascinated and were then very excited to receive photos and updates
from them to add to their learning in their Mountains topic. I’m delighted to say
they were successful in their attempt!
Year 5 and 6 enjoyed a fabulous 4 day residential trip to Swanage. Pond-dipping,
orienteering, a sand dune study and a night walk with stories of smugglers from
days gone by were just a few of the highlights. Our ‘Has Englefield Got Talent ?’
night ended with a resounding ‘Yes!’. On the last day we enjoyed a tour around
Corfe Castle and were lucky enough to see the Flying Scotsman puff by on the
railway from Swanage...a real extra treat! The children get so much from our
residentials: team work, caring for others, responsibility, outdoor learning and
adventurous experiences as well as having simple fun with their friends outside of
the school environment.
We were truly enlightened and entertained by the Year 3/4 production of ‘Diwali’.
From superb acting to confident singing and clear narration, the children did us
proud.
Our Year 3/4 tag rugby team played well together at the Crosfields tournament,
getting 2 wins, 1 draw and only 2 losses...a fantastic result for a team who haven't
played together as much as some of the other schools.
Just before Easter, the whole school went on a sponsored nature walk around the
Englefield Deer Park. We were raising money for our whole-school trip to Path Hill
in Whitchurch in June. After a frosty and foggy start, the sun came out and we all
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. With the deer and ‘big house’ in the background and
ducklings on the lake, the event was well-supported and a great learning
opportunity for all our children.
The PTA organised another successful Easter Egg Hunt where the children explored
the gardens at Englefield House in their house groups, and came away with
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chocolate treats. This was followed by an Easter Bonnet parade which once again
was well-supported by all year groups.
Well done to the Englefield Players for another impressive performance at the
annual Murder Mystery Night. We are so lucky to have so many parents and exparents willing to either get up on stage or support us on the night...a real
community event. It was great to have some local residents in the audience this
year as well as our own parents. It raised an amazing £1470 for the school!
We were delighted to be asked to sing at Bishop Andrew’s retirement service...it was
a joyful occasion and our Year 5/6 singers did us proud.
At a recent Governors meeting we had another important celebration… Mrs
Sheppard, one of our teachers, has been a Governor at our school for 25 years!
Devoting that much time to one school is a remarkable achievement and shows a
great commitment to Englefield.
One of the signs that summer is approaching is the start-up of our bee-keeping club
under the enthusiastic and careful direction of Mrs Watts. The latest crew had a
great time looking in the hives on their first session. All is looking healthy!
Year 3 and 4 had a fabulous time on their recent residential visit to Thirtover. They
enjoyed orienteering, grass-sledging, a traversing wall, a low ropes course and
playing with various outdoor equipment. Making the beds was as much fun as
always! They were a super group to take away and finished off their trip with a visit
to The Living Rainforest.
Once again we have been busy hatching chicks (thank you to Karen Elliott for
providing the eggs, expertise and equipment) as well as watching the tadpoles
change and grow ready to go back into our pond. This time of year is really special
at Englefield where each class tries to bring the outside in.
Finally you may have heard our small choir raise their voices at The Bradfield May
Fayre. We were delighted that some of our ex-pupils chose to stand up and join in
for a few songs.
We are all looking forward to the annual Englefield Village Fete and Flower Show
which will be on Saturday 13th July from 2pm…please put it in your diary. The
gardens competition will be open to Tidmarsh and Sulham gardens this year so
please consider entering. We hope to see many of you at the fete enjoying the fun.
Please remember that you are always welcome to contact the school (930 2337) if
you would like to come in for a visit or to help in any way.
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This year the Farm walk was held on May 5th and started from
Sulham Farm. After a welcome and introduction from estate
owner Henry Scutt, farm manager John Haggarty led a group of
about 35 walkers, wrapped up warm against a sharp north wind,
through fields of winter and summer Barley to the beautiful
beech woods beyond.
Currently managed by the Forestry Commission, the woods are
part of the Sulham Estate and looked beautiful as the bright May
sun filtered through bright green foliage. From here the group
walked on to the fields beyond, where the footpath is bordered
by a native hedge planted this year by John and his team (Charlie the elder and
Charlie the younger). John explained that the hedge is bordered by a wide grass
margin filled with flowering nectar plants, beneficial to crops and wildlife. In the
field beyond, a large area in the centre of the crop has been left to nature to allow a
safe breeding ground for Skylarks, whose beautiful song could be heard as the
party continued to walk through a meadow filled with cowslips. Thanks to the way
Sulham Farm is managed we are surrounded by beautifully cared for land that is
both productive and kind to nature. As we walked downhill through the cowslips
towards Purley Hall, Ben Viljoen, from local history group Purley Project, gave a
very interesting talk on The Hall and its past owners.
At Home Farm we were able to meet some of the beautiful Simmental cattle that
graze the fields around Sulham and Pangbourne. Just as dark clouds gathered and
rain began to fall, we were helped aboard tractor and trailer for a ride along
Sulham lane to the hay barn at Sulham Farm, where everyone enjoyed
refreshments kindly provided by the Scutt family.
Huge thanks to Henry Scutt and to John Haggarty for giving local people the
chance to learn more about the farming practices and the history of our area.
Thanks also to Heather Scutt and Gill Haggarty for preparing and providing
delicious refreshments for all, and to Charlie (the elder) for driving us all safely
back at the end of the walk.
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lOcAl InFORmATIOn
Advice and Support

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Jonathan Pearson (Chairman)
0118 984 4837
Steve Webb (Vice Chairman)
0118 984 4194
John Haggarty
0118 984 4122
Colin Pawson
0118 984 2619
Mike Broun
0118 984 3114
Sima Elliot
07720 469 316

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury
01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am
0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical

Parish Magazine Committee
Jenny Cope (editor)
Gillian Alderton
John Butler (treasurer)
Jennifer Nutt
Karen Fountaine

The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)
Rector of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close,
Pangbourne
0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

0774 777 5900
0118 984 2729
0118 984 2621
0118 984 2370
07867 854420

libraries
Pangbourne
Newbury

Church Administrator
Rachel Buckingham
Church office open
Wednesday and Friday
12.00-3.00pm
0118 984 5066
admin@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 4117
01635 519 900

medical
The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne
NHS Direct

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne;
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham
Jill Palfrey
0118 984 2698
Julia Sheppard
0118 956 1820

0118 984 2234
0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office
0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury)
01635 42400

parochial church council
Emergencies
All non-emergencies
Floodline

999

PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud; Wilma Grant

101
0345 988 1188

Sulham Representatives
Gill Haggarty
Gillian Alderton
Judith Sumner

government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)

0118 984 4122
0118 984 2729

Friends of St Laurence
Jon Chishick, Chairman
0118 984 3666
John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)
0118 942 8001
Rick Jones (Conservative)
0118 962 3793

Committee Chairs
St Laurence:
St Nicholas: Gill Haggarty
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lOcAl InFORmATIOn
public Transport
Rail Travel
First Great Western
08457 000 125
National Rail Enquiries
08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50
Bus Travel
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)
Reading Buses
Newbury Buses
Thames Travel

We welcome all advertisements,
articles and letters submitted for
inclusion in the magazine but the
editor reserves the right to refuse,
alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no
responsibility for, nor necessarily
agrees with, views expressed in
such submissions.

0118 933 3725
0118 959 4000
01635 567500
01491 837988

Please email any items,
including photographs, for the
next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
by 1st September at the latest.

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info
0871 200 22 33

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett
Cubs, Jane Barkshire
Scouts, Simon Pickett
Rainbows, Helen Randall
Brownies, Clare Pincock
Guides, Helen Randall
Rangers, Helen Randall

Whilst we make every eﬀort to ensure
the accuracy of the information
printed in this magazine, the editor
cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors or
omissions that may occur.

0118 933 1615
07811 446 488
0118 933 1615
01635 48765
0118 984 4286
01635 48765
01635 48765

ADvERTISIng
If you would like to advertise
in our magazine, please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671
or send an email to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood group
George Davidson

07768 237132

village hall committee

12 mOnThS

Alan Maskell
0118 984 5326
Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes)
0118 984 2561
Emergency Contact
07954 140048
Email:
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

(4 issues)

Full page: £125.00
Half page: £75.00
Quarter page: £50.00
Please send your advert details
or changes to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

west berkshire District council
Main switchboard
Streetcare
Planning applications

01635 42400
01635 519080
01635 519111
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