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Editorial
Welcome to the Winter 2019 issue of the magazine.
The exhibition of old photographs and pictures of Sulham, Tidmarsh and the
surrounding area held at Tidmarsh Village Hall over the weekend of 17th and
18th November was well attended and numerous people have asked me to
extend a huge thank you to Jean Harland for sharing her collection with the
community.
Well despite my appeal for a volunteer to take over the editorship – so far no
one has come forward so I will continue for a bit longer . . . However, huge
thanks to Karen Fountaine who has agreed to review local eateries and provide
our readers with her views, the first one is on pages 12 and 13.
So now Christmas 2018 has been celebrated the New Year has been seen in.
The late Christmas Eve service at St Laurence Church was truly memorable.
We were fortunate to have Reverend Heather Parbury take the service this year
as there had been an earlier service at St James’ so she was able to be here in
Tidmarsh. We were also very lucky to have Wilma Grant playing the organ and
fortunately there were some strong singers to ensure the carols were uplifting
and joyful. All in all a lovely way to finish Christmas Eve and remember the
real meaning of Christmas.
We have had the shortest day and soon Spring will be here and there will be
another magazine to produce, so please if you have anything to contribute,
have interesting historical facts or can point me in the direction of some local
news or information that will interest our readers, please drop me an email or
give me a call.
With best wishes for a healthy and happy 2019.
Jenny Cope
Editor
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
0774 777 5900
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VillaGE hall
WinnErs of thE 100 Club draW 2018-19 arE as folloWs:
September
1st
£25
2nd
£15
3rd
£10

#16
#20

Casia Gallagher
Joyce Ayerst
Fran Wakefield

Sulham
Sulham
Tidmarsh

October
1st
£25
2nd
£15
3rd
£10

#78
#172

Laura Hanley
Ian Lewis
Miriam Kennet

Tidmarsh
Tidmarsh
Tidmarsh

November
1st
£25
2nd
£15
3rd
£10

#14
#106
#150

Jules Reynolds
Kathy Tucker
Julie Broun

Sulham
Tidmarsh
Tidmarsh

December
1st
£25
2nd
£15
3rd
£10

#86
#13
#3

Barbara Ayres
Caroline Home
Charlie Vincent

Tidmarsh
Sulham
Sulham

January
1st
£25
2nd
£15
3rd
£10

#189
#14
#05

Leah Maskell
Jules Reynolds
Joanne Baker

Tidmarsh
Sulham
Sulham

Fiona/Lytton House
Bridget Keel
Craig Ashton-Potter
Mr/Mrs Hogevold
Craig Gallagher
John Lindsay
Ellie Howard
Mike Smith
Ricky Gale

Tidmarsh
Sulham
Tidmarsh
Sulham
Sulham
Tidmarsh
Tidmarsh
Sulham
Tidmarsh

Bonus Draw
£20
#71
£20
#46
£20
#161
£20
#57
£20
#16
£20
#83
£20
#168
£20
#35
£10
#61

Thank you for your support, 50% of the money collected will go towards
maintaining the village hall. The other half has been distributed as prizes.
We look forward to receiving your bookings and enquiries on 0118 984 2561 or by
email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.
If you have any ideas for community events that we can help put on, please contact
chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326.
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VillaGE hall
tidmarsh With sulham VillaGE hall usaGE
Did you know your village hall is used on a regular basis for :

MONDAY
• Art group
• Stageability (Drama class)
• Table tennis
TUESDAY
• Upholstery
• Ballet
• Martial arts
• Table tennis
WEDNESDAY
• Art
• Puppy training
• Table tennis
THURSDAY
• Tai Chi
• Yoga
FRIDAY
• First Friday of each month Village Coffee morning
• Earley music group
SATURDAY
• Zumba

The Hall is available for bookings for meetings, parties or new classes.
For further information please contact Bookings secretary
Hilary Innes on 0118 984 2561 or email tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com
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VillaGE hall
doWn mEmorY lanE – EXhibition
The exhibition on the 17th and 18th November in Tidmarsh Village Hall was
enjoyed by the many that came. Thank you to everyone for supporting it. The total
received in donations was £350.00. This will be shared between St Nicholas Church,
Sulham and St Laurence Church, Tidmarsh.
JBH

VillaGE WalKs and CoffEE morninGs . . .
A reminder that there is a Village Walk on the first Friday of
each month starting at 09.30 hrs from the Village Hall in
Tidmarsh. This is followed by Coffee in the Village Hall.
This is an excellent opportunity to come along
and walk, chat and catch up with neighbours
or for those not wishing to walk, then just
come along for coffee, biscuits and cake!

The Village Hall – available for hire.
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neWs
PoPPy APPeAl
This year the collections around the village were £623.15
and at The Greyhound, £87.45. These exceeded previous years.
Thank you so much for your support for this worthwhile cause.
JAH

Drinks and mince pies after the patronal carol service at
St Nicholas on 6th December (St Nicholas Day).

next issue
Do you have any news or an upcoming event you would like us to include in
the next issue? We welcome any contributions.
Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of
magazine to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 5th March at the latest.
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING THE COMMUNITY
SINCE 1826
READING
THATCHAM

0118 957 3650
01635 873672

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS
DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN
MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, AND LATER LIFE LEGAL
SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE
WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

SELECTED
Independent
FUNERAL HOMES
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sWan uPdatE
A very sad end to the story of the river Pang swans in 2018.
The three cygnets cared for by their mother had been spending time on their own,
often while mother (the Pen) enjoyed some time off for preening herself on the
lawns of Tidmarsh Grange. They were sometimes 10 minutes behind mother when
swimming along the Pang.
Whilst working at a property that backs onto the Pang I heard a cygnet and
observed it searching for the others. The mother was reported to be calling for it
loudly that day. The following day only two cygnets accompanied the mother. Two
weeks later, the mother was on her own.
As there is no swan population on the Pang the mother will most likely look for a
mate on the Thames. She has been seen in December but there is a chance that she
will not return once gone.
If anybody sees a swan on the Pang I would be interested to know. Please take a
picture of possible.
Alan Maskell – 0118 984 5326
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rEstaurant/Pub rEViEW

thE PaCKhorsE, WoodCotE road, maPlEdurham
For my first review I have chosen the Packhorse at Mapledurham. Many years I
have driven past this beautiful 17th Century Inn, but on a drizzly Saturday in
November, we decided to give its extensive menu a try and called in for lunch.
Having easily found a parking space in the generous car park, we ventured inside
and were greeted by a lovely smile and warm welcome, by a very pleasant young
lady. Despite, clearly having several large bookings, a table was effortlessly found in
the warm and cosy bar area, which complete with an open log fire, further added to
the charm and friendly ambience.
Whilst reviewing the extensive menu, I was served with a perfectly chilled glass of
Chardonnay, whilst Mick opted for a traditionally pulled pint of Five Fishes [which
I am reliably informed was perfect].
By this time the bar and restaurant were filling up quickly, which the experienced
hospitality team, appeared to be dealing with effortlessly, on what I can only
assume was a typical busy Saturday.
Our Starters arrived in good time, and I thoroughly enjoyed my Crab and Prawn
filo parcel with a pak choi and ginger salad, the added dash of mango salsa added a
delicate spicy infusion.
Mick opted for the Rabbit, Leek and Bacon pasty, which although delicately
presented, was full of rich and earthy flavours.
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rEstaurant/Pub rEViEW
For my main course, I tried what can only be described as the best Mexican
Chickpea and Sweet Potato Chilli, I have ever tasted. The additional pickled red
onion salad and sour cream added a perfect balance, to a healthy, heart-warming
vegetarian dish.
The Fish Pie, consisting of Smoked Salmon, Smoked Haddock and large juicy
Prawns, was well received by Mick. The addition of a poached Quails egg, discretely
placed under the smooth mashed potato, completed another very well presented
home made dish.
We endeavoured to consume Puddings . . . and were not disappointed by our
choices of Bread and Butter Pudding, served with apricot sauce and clotted cream
along with Crème Brulee’ served with the obligatory home made shortbread
biscuits. The former, having a continental twist ensured that the dessert was not
too heavy.
I can thoroughly recommend the Packhorse and will certainly be returning to
sample their evening menu, especially after learning that all dishes are created in
house, by a team of very accomplished Chefs.
There is a wonderful, relaxing ambience, the moment you step through the door
and furthermore, dogs are welcome in the bar area. Which for me makes this the
perfect weekend/weekday destination. Well worth a visit, if only to try the
extensive Artisan Gin Menu and Traditional Ales . . .
Karen Fountaine
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GardEninG

alan maskell

GardEninG Jobs in JanuarY
• Prune Wisteria, cutting back summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds.
• Prune rose bushes to just above an outward-facing bud, remove crossing or dead
branches.
• Clip old foliage from ornamental grasses to within a few centimetres of the
ground.
• Cut down old stems of perennial plants like Sedum but be careful of any new
growth.
• Remove old Hellebore leaves to make the emerging blooms more visible in early
spring.
• Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes – place in a bright cool frost-free place in
egg box
• Begin pruning your apple trees and pear trees, blackcurrant bushes,
gooseberries and redcurrants but avoid very frosty periods
• Leave plums, cherries and apricots unpruned until the summer as pruning now
will make them prone to silver leaf infections.
• Avoid walking on your lawn when it is blanketed by heavy frost or snow, as this
will damage it.
• Check Dahlia tubers in storage, remove any that are showing signs of rotting.

GardEninG Jobs in fEbruarY
• Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or two buds on each shoot.
• On Winter Flowering Jasmine cut back previous years growth to 5cm from the
old wood
• Prune winter flowering shrubs such
as Mahonia and Viburnum x
bodnantense after flowering
• Lift and divide snowdrops whilst still
'in the green' if you want to move
propogate them.
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GardEninG

alan maskell

• Plant Lilies and Allium bulbs. Sow vegetable seeds eg leeks, onions and celeriac
under cover.
• Prepare vegetable seed beds by removing all weeds and forking in plenty of
compost. Cover prepared soil with sheets of black plastic to keep it drier and
warmer for spring planting.
• Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the ground to stimulate new canes.
Trim summer-fruiting raspberry canes that have grown beyond the top of their
supports; cut just above a bud
• Mulch fruit trees with well rotted manure or garden compost – avoid the trunk.
• Soak sweet pea seeds in tepid water overnight before planting them, to speed up
germination.

GardEninG Jobs in marCh
Whatever you do in your garden, you must prepare the ground. It has to be
reasonably drained, so if it is waterlogged dig in organic material and grit or sharp
sand to improve drainage. Dig in a 5cm (or more) layer of compost or well rotted
manure into your beds and a general purpose fertiliser such as chicken manure or
fish, blood and bone. Most plants do not like poorly drained soil.
• Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a slow-release fertiliser by lightly forking it
into the soil surface. Identify whether your shrub is ericaceous (acid-loving) and
get special fertiliser and compost e,g, blueberry
• Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as Gladiolus, Lilies and Alliums. Lift and
divide established perennial plants to improve their vigour and create new
plants. Put plant supports in now so the plants grow up through them. Pot up
begonia tubers that have new leaves.
• Deadhead daffodils as the flowers finish and let the foliage die back naturally.
• Towards the end of March plant your chitted early potatoes outside in the
ground.
• Start sowing winter brassicas in a seed trays in a cold greenhouse.

Alan Maskell looks after gardens in the RG8 area
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Bradﬁeld Fuelwood
Pickup loads £80
Netted bags of logs £5
Netted bags of Kindling £6
Call Roger on
07809 182329 / 0118 974 4577
Free local delivery
roger_shilton@yahoo.com

• GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS
• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING
• FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY • SHELVING
• FENCING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE
• LEAKS • DRAFTS • SQUEAKS
• NO JOB TOO SMALL
• MANY JOBS UNDER £50

Call Peter on 07504 266151
16 Childrey Way, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5EA
Tel 0118 9624571 E: peterspropserv@aol.com
Visit our website on www.ppmhome.co.uk
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EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR
OUR CARPETS, RUGS
RUGS, UPHOLSTER
UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOORS

The most thorough cleaning you’ve
ou’ve ever seen… or it’
For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning
ng of your carpets, u
upholster
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today 0118
0118 329
32 0058
We
We have our own dedicated rug wash
facility in Bradfield. Free collection
delivery
rugs..
y of all
and deliver
ry
al rugs

All floor tiles and g
grout
gro
out cleaned,
ffullll restoration off allll naturall stone
floors (incl. marble floor polishing).

“We
“W
We always take the time to visit
vis you to sur
survey
vey all yyour requirements and leave you with a
no obligation written quotation, which doesn’
doesn’tt chang
change. You know where you are on price.”

www.abfab.uk.com
www
.abfab.uk
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EnGlEfiEld CE PrimarY sChool
We are now nearly at the end of the autumn term
and such a lot has been happening in and around
school.
We all enjoyed music workshops with Bassistry Arts,
the Year 6 children completed their Bikeability
training in readiness for cycling safely to their
secondary schools next year, our Year 5/6 class visited Hughendon Manor, four of
our Year 5 pupils participated in The Oratory Maths Challenge and ten Year 5/6
pupils were chosen to spend six afternoons at Rushall Farm developing their
teamwork, leadership skills and self-confidence.
At the start of October we held our Harvest Festival at St. Mark’s Church and we
were delighted that we had enough pupils available for the choir to sing at the
church’s own harvest service; as usual they received
a lovely welcome from the congregation. We held
our own Remembrance Day service at St Mark’s
and many of our families joined the beacon-lighting
in Englefield Park. Our Year 6 pupils also took part
in a special remembrance service at Westminster
Abbey.
Pupils playing on our new
adventure playground which
was partly funded by the
Englefield Trust.

Our Year 1/2 class led a very thought-provoking
assembly about Black History and justice and Year
3/4 followed up with one about trust. Many of their
parents were able to join us for these special acts of
collective worship.

We held our annual Open Day in October which was well-attended by prospective
parents and pupils. The visiting families all commented on the beautiful countryside
in which we are situated . . . something that we never forget here in school!
During Parliament UK Week we were lucky enough to welcome Mr Richard
Benyon who came to talk to the whole school about his role as
an MP. The children asked some taxing questions which were
answered clearly for all ages to understand.
Our choir recently performed in the Junior Music Festival at the
Hexagon in Reading. They sang their hearts out and thoroughly
enjoyed the occasion.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.
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For all your
printing needs
Our family run business has been
established for over twenty years and
has a client base as diverse as their
requirements. Whether you’re an
individual or a blue chip company we
can provide for all your printing needs.

HERALD
G R A P H I C S

• creative services • personal and company stationery
• brochures and leaflets • magazines
• promotional material
• personalisation and mail-merging
• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround
• conventional print
• large format and display systems
• finishing
• storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact
Peter (0118) 9311 488 or
email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
272 Elgar Road South, Reading, Berkshire RG2 0BZ
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BERRINGTONS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

• CLEAN, RELIABLE, HAPPY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
• CERTIFICATES ISSUED • DISCOUNT ON GROUP BOOKINGS
• FULLY INSURANCED

FOR MORE INFORMA
INFORMATION
ATION
TIO TEL: 01635 813279
TION
79

If you would like to advertise here please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671 or send an
email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

from only £12.50 per issue
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ADVERTISE
HERE!

loCal information
advice and support

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Jonathan Pearson (Chairman)
0118 984 4837
Steve Webb (Vice Chairman)
0118 984 4194
John Haggarty
0118 984 4122
Colin Pawson
0118 984 2619
Mike Broun
0118 984 3114
Sima Elliot
07720 469 316

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury
01635 516 605
Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am
0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical

libraries

The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Pangbourne
Newbury

Rector of Pangbourne with
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close,
Pangbourne
0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 4117
01635 519 900

medical
The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne
NHS Direct

Church Administrator
Rachel Buckingham
Church office open
Wednesday and Friday
12.00-3.00pm
0118 984 5066
admin@pangbournechurches.info

0118 984 2234
0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office
0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury)
01635 42400
Parish Magazine Committee
Jenny Cope (editor)
Gillian Alderton
John Butler (treasurer)
Jennifer Nutt

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne;
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham
Jill Palfrey
0118 984 2698
Julia Sheppard
0118 956 1820

0118 984 4671
0118 984 2729
0118 984 2621
0118 984 2370

Parochial Church Council
Emergencies
All non-emergencies
Floodline

999

PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud; Wilma Grant

101
0345 988 1188

Sulham Representatives
Gill Haggarty
Gillian Alderton
Judith Sumner

Government
MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative)

0118 984 4122
0118 984 2729

Friends of St Laurence
Jon Chishick, Chairman
0118 984 3666
John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)
0118 942 8001
Rick Jones (Conservative)
0118 962 3793

Committee Chairs
St Laurence:
St Nicholas: Gill Haggarty
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TBC
0118 984 4122

loCal information
Public transport
Rail Travel
First Great Western
08457 000 125
National Rail Enquiries
08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50
Bus Travel
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)
Reading Buses
Newbury Buses
Thames Travel

We welcome all advertisements,
articles and letters submitted for
inclusion in the magazine but the
editor reserves the right to refuse,
alter or amend material for any
reason. The editor accepts no
responsibility for, nor necessarily
agrees with, views expressed in
such submissions.

0118 933 3725
0118 959 4000
01635 567500
01491 837988

Please email any items,
including photographs, for the
next edition of magazine to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
by 5th March at the latest.

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info
0871 200 22 33

scouts and Girl Guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett
Cubs, Jane Barkshire
Scouts, Simon Pickett
Rainbows, Helen Randall
Brownies, Clare Pincock
Guides, Helen Randall
Rangers, Helen Randall

Whilst we make every effort to ensure
the accuracy of the information
printed in this magazine, the editor
cannot accept responsibility for the
consequences of any errors or
omissions that may occur.

0118 933 1615
07811 446 488
0118 933 1615
01635 48765
0118 984 4286
01635 48765
01635 48765

adVErtisinG
If you would like to advertise
in our magazine, please call
Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671
or send an email to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

tidmarsh with sulham flood Group
George Davidson

07768 237132

Village hall Committee

12 months

Alan Maskell
0118 984 5326
Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes)
0118 984 2561
Emergency Contact
07954 140048
Email:
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

(4 issues)

Full page: £125.00
Half page: £75.00
Quarter page: £50.00
Please send your advert details
or changes to
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

West berkshire district Council
Main switchboard
Streetcare
Planning applications

01635 42400
01635 519080
01635 519111
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www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk

