
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council minutes Page 1 

 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 

Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 1st August, 

2018 held at the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

Councillor Jonathan Pearson 

Councillor Steve Webb 

Councillor Colin Pawson 

Councillor Mike Broun 

Councillor Sima Elliot 

 

In attendance: 

Sarah Bosley (clerk) 

Jon Chishick 

 

23. Accepted apologies 

 

Cllr John Haggarty 

 

24. Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 

Cllr Broun declared an interest in Item 6: Planning 

 

25. Minutes from the previous meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 16th May, 2018 were agreed as a correct record and 

signed by the chairman. 

 

26. Matters arising from the minutes 

 

Item 7: The clerk updated councillors that she had been in touch with WBC regarding the fence and 

the issue had now been passed to the council’s insurance team. They have asked for more details so 

Cllr Broun will speak with Brian Murby who first saw the damage and then contact the insurance 

manager at WBC directly. 

Item 9: The unit noticed by a parishioner at The Rancher and brought up at the last meeting is 

thought to be the ‘field office’ now determined by WBC as needing a formal planning application. 

The parish council will wait to see the formal application to see if it answers the questions raised by 

councillors. 

Item 12: Cllr Pawson noted that it was WBC policy to maintain a strategic gap between Pangbourne 

and Tidmarsh. He has discussed it with District Cllr Metcalfe who said the strategic gap is “no longer 

policy”. A proposed development outside a settlement boundary would still be turned down if there 

were no special circumstances, but developers now appear to be looking for sites adjacent to a 

boundary and if approved the settlement boundary will be moved. Cllr Pawson noted that one of the 

‘red lines’ must be that the parish maintains the settlement boundary to the north. 
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Item 13: Cllr Webb reported that the ‘slow’ sign on the road in Sulham has now been repainted and 

is now preceding the corner. 

The clerk reported that WBC has identified the ‘slow’ on the bridge at Tidmarsh and on the bend at 

Moor Copse as non-safety critical so it will repaint them when funds allow. 

A further ‘slow’ on the road as you come into Sulham from Pangbourne also needs repainting. 

Councillors believe this one is safety critical. Clerk to report to WBC. 

27. District Councillor update 

 

District Cllr Metcalfe was not able to attend. 

 

28. Planning 

 

Planning applications: 

Application 

number  

 

Location  Description  Decision 

18/01568/HOUS

E 

Beedon Cottage, Sulham 

Lane 

Two storey rear, side 

extension and single 

storey garage link 

extension following 

demolition of the 

existing rear extension 

No objections 

18/01379/AGRIC

2 

The Rancher, Manor 

Farm Lane 

Wooden timber frame 

with felt roof 

No comment needed 

18/01866/COND

1 

Middle House, 

Maidenhatch 

Approval of details 

reserved by condition 6 

of 17/03106/LBC2 

No objections 

  

Planning decisions: 

Application 

number  

 

Location Description  Decision 

18/00935/COND

2 

Tidmarsh House Approval of details 

reserved by condition 6 

of 17/02413/LBC2 

Approved 

 

Cllr Pawson noted that the new process of viewing plans was very unsatisfactory and made it 

difficult for the council’s to view plans. Plans can only be viewed sequentially so councillors can no 

longer compare current and proposed plans. The clerk was asked to find out how other PCs are 

managing. 
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29. Traveller encampments 

 

It was noted that travellers had recently been on a private field in Sulham. It was also reported that 

there are currently two petitions asking to make aggravated trespass a criminal offence. 

The clerk was asked to contact the WBC traveller liaison officer for advice on what can be done if it 

happens again. Is there a standard procedure that could be published to offer advice to parishioners? 

This is particularly important in light of losing Pangbourne police station. 

30. Gigaclear update 

 

Nobody had an update on Gigaclear. Cllr Elliot reported that she had seen them working close to her 

house yesterday. Jon Chishick noted that he had signed up to the service but they haven’t yet given 

him a date he will go live. A parishioner has contacted the PC to say he is very disappointed because 

he was promised Gigaclear would be ready by November 2017 so he didn’t sign up with any other 

supplier and he currently still isn’t online with Gigaclear. There are no ‘pots’ in Manor Farm Lane or 

at some properties in Mill Lane. 

Cllr Pearson will contact Gigaclear for an update. 

31. Update on recruitment of new parish clerk 

 

The clerk reported that unfortunately the person who had expressed an interest in taking over has 

decided to remain with her current parish council. The clerk offered to remain with Tidmarsh and 

Sulham for another few months to ensure a suitable replacement can be found and to ensure a 

smooth transition, particularly as the PC has a new chairman too.  

32. Highways and footpaths, including winter roads consultation 

Cllr Webb reported that a number of parishioners had asked if the PC would consider installing a 

kissing gate on the footpath opposite Garden Cottage on Nunhide Lane. It is on Sulham Estate land. 

Less physically active parishioners are currently struggling to get over it at the moment. 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Broun. It was resolved that the clerk will contact 

Sulham Estates to ask about installing one and then contact WBC to arrange if the landowner agrees. 

Cllr Pawson noted that earlier this year, following an accident at Moor Copse Corner, he emailed 

WBC highways to ask that the vegetation be cut back to enhance the sightlines.  He followed up a 

month later and it was trimmed back. Cllr Pawson argues that this is a safety critical point now and 

will contact WBC again to help improve safety there. 

Cllr Broun noted that many parishioners were questioning why the road from Theale roundabout to 

the M4 was resurfaced but no further. The clerk was asked to contact WBC and ask for the criteria 

used for resurfacing a West Berkshire road. 

Cllr Broun also reported that there were issues still with speeding vehicles, believed to be from the 

Bentley garage. The cars are getting faster and noisier and a lot of his neighbours are also 
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complaining. Clerk to write to Environmental Health at WBC and Cllr Broun will keep a log on the 

problems of ‘excessive and socially unacceptable noise’. 

Cllr Pawson had a complaint about the number of construction lorries using Mill Lane to access The 

Ridings development. Cllr Pawson said he would look at the planning application to see if there is 

any conditions on the routes they can use. 

Jon Chishick noted that the 30mph sign is not working properly because he believes the sight line is 

covered by vegetation. It is the trees blocking the sightline. It could be defective. Clerk to report. 

There is also a dead tree with branches hanging over the road close to the ‘drive carefully through 

our village’ sign. Cllr Broun to look at it as he believes they may be due to be cut soon. 

Jon Chishick also noted that he was undertaking SID training on August 15th. He will consider for 

the next meeting where and when he could use it. 

A discussion took place on the benefits of a lengthsman. The clerk was asked to contact other 

councils to see what they thought of the idea. 

There was no comment from councillors on the winter roads consultation. 

33. Environmental Matters 

Cllr Pawson raised concerns about the hedge on the Millennium Green. The clerk will contact Cllr 

Haggarty to ask for an update. 

34. AWE Liaison group report 

Jon Chishick reported that he attended a meeting on July 4th. There was nothing of significance to 

note for the parish council. 

35. Financial matters 

Proposed by Cllr Pawson and seconded by Cllr Broun. It was resolved to make the following 

payments: 

Payee Description Total amount VAT 

David Weller  Internal audit (530) £40 £0 

ICO Annual fee (531) £40 £0 

Pangbourne PC Re-issued cheque for no 476 of 

18/01/17 (532) 

£434.52 £0 

Cheque number 533 PC administration £236 £0 

Cheque number 534 PC administration £236 £0 
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The clerk noted that a previous cheque issued to Pangbourne PC was never cashed, hence why it was 

being reissued tonight. 

 

36. Clerk’s Report 

 

The clerk has sent round a report on library usage to all councillors. Councillors discussed it and 

agree there is no change on their stance on the charges to parish councils. 

 

Padworth recycling centre now accepts general waste. The application to extend the opening hours 

wasn’t passed however. 

 

37. Close of meeting 

 

The chairman closed the meeting at 10.05pm. The next meeting is on September 19th, 2018. 

 

Date         Signed  

 


