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 Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 9th 
December 2020, held via Zoom*. The meeting started at 8pm. 
 
*The meeting was held virtually under The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings and 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 which came into force on 4th April 2020. 

 
Present: 
Councillors Jon Chishick (JC), Sima Elliot (SE), Andrew Madden (AM), Jonathan Pearson (JP) 
(chairman) and Steve Webb (SW). 
 
In attendance: 
Jennie Currie (Clerk) 
 
20/110 Public forum 
No matters were raised in the public forum. 
 
20/111 Apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received.  
Cllr Madden apologised for not attending the previous meeting due to a loss of internet connection. 
 
20/112 Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 
No declarations of interests were received. 
 
20/113  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 
Cllr Elliot proposed to accept the minutes, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2020 were a true 
and accurate record and would be signed by the chairman. 
 
20/114 District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Hurley was not present. 
Members asked the Clerk to write to Cllr Hurley asking him to report back on his meeting with Nick 
Carter, CEO West Berkshire District Council (WBDC) on 28th October.    Clerk 
 
20/115 Parish Councillors’ Reports 
Cllr Elliot explained that she had spoken with Kay Lacey (Flood Forum) who had been checking the 
stream as logs had been dumped in the water. The Environment Agency had not carried out any 
work and volunteers were needed to help. Cllr Pearson offered to speak to Patrick Puxley (Flood 
Warden).            JP 
Cllr Elliot raised that a larger or additional bin was required on the Millennium Green. She had 
cleaned the chalk from the bin which had been full. Cllr Elliot had struggled to use the District Council 
website to report overgrown signs and faded white lines but the Clerk had helped her by using 
postcodes rather than street names. Cllr Webb added that you can also use the zoom function on 
the map. 
Cllr Webb reported that despite reporting the full gullies on Tidmarsh Lane, the District Council had 
not arranged for them to be cleared. 
Cllr Chishick had attended the AWE liaison meeting on 18th November. There was nothing of 
significance to report. 
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20/115 Parish Councillors’ Reports continued 
Cllr Chishick had been informed that the landowner of Old Rectory Cottage had put up new signage 
on the footpath which goes along his driveway. The signage asked people to use the alternative 
route that he has marked out due to Covid-19. 
The Clerk had contacted the Public Rights of Way team at the District Council. The Officer had 
spoken with the landowner and advised that the signs could remain but the additional information 
that had been written on them had to be removed as the landowner could not instruct people to use 
a different route although he was able to suggest an alternative route. 
Members queried whether the landowner was allowed to block the route with the unlocked gate 
and stile which is currently in place. The Clerk would seek advice.     Clerk 
Cllr Pearson noted that he might step down as Chairman in May and that he was concerned that the 
Annual Parish Assembly might not be able to be held in person in 2021. 
 

20/116 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported that Solvej Biddle had signed her acceptance of office form and had submitted 
her register of interest form. Karen Fountaine had accepted the position of honorary councillor. 
District Councillor Hurley had not replied to the Clerk’s emails requesting feedback from the meeting 
with Nick Carter, CEO, West Berkshire District Council. 
Members requested that the Clerk contacts Cllr Hurley again asking him to outline whether he could 
attend meeting on a regular basis, potentially quarterly, and if there was a matter of concern. Clerk 
Cllr Chishick requested that the attachments sent out with the meetings are named with YYMMDD 
preceding the item number. 
 
20/117 Planning 

i. Planning applications 
20/02588/S74B Land West of Dorking Way, Dorking Way, Calcot 
Section 74B application to temporarily modify the construction working hours authorised by the 
construction management plan approved pursuant to Condition 11 of planning permission 
19/01544/FULEXT. 

Cllr Webb proposed to submit an objection, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. Cllr Chishick abstained.  
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would submit an OBJECTION to the application due to the 
significant negative impact the noise will have on residents over the extended period. 

ii. Additional planning correspondence 
The following decisions were noted:  

20/02065/HOUSE Box Cottage, Sulham Lane, Sulham GRANTED 
 
20/118 Parish Council assets 

i. Grit bin check 
Cllr Webb had checked the grit bin on Tidmarsh Lane and confirmed it did not need to be refilled. 
 
20/119 Financial matters 

i. Consideration of the budget for 2021-22 
Members discussed the budget. A 5% increase in the precept was suggested due to the increase in 
staff costs. This would still require the Council to use reserves. 
Cllr Chishick proposed the budget as presented with a 5% (£412) increase in the precept, Cllr Elliot 
seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the precept be increased to £8,652 and that the rest of the budget be approved as 
presented. 
Members discussed the need to explain the budget in the next parish magazine article and all 
Members would ensure the Clerk had a brief biography to be included in the article.  Clerk & ALL 
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20/119 Financial matters continued 
ii. Approval of payments 
Cllr Chishick proposed the report, Cllr Pearson seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the following payments be authorised: 

Proposed payments for December 2020 meeting 

Invoice 
Date 

Description 
Cheque 

Number / 
BACS 

Ref 
Total 

amount 

17/11/2020 
Came & Company - MG Trust 
insurance 

BACS 36 218.00  

30/12/2020 HMRC BACS 37 23.80  

Total £241.80 

Pre-agreed payments 

Date Description 
Payment 
Method 

Ref 
Total 

amount 

30/12/2020 
Clerk's salary Month 9 
(amended amount) 

SO 38 331.52  

30/12/2020 Office Allowance Month 9 SO mins 25.00  

Total £356.52 

Total payments £598.32 

Cllrs Chishick and Webb would authorise the BACS payments.     JC & SW 
iii. Budget monitoring report 
Cllr Chishick proposed the report, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the budget monitoring report be approved. 

 
20/120 Millennium Green 

i. Selection of the insurance provider for the mower 
The Clerk had tried to obtain 3 quotes, out of 4 insurers only 2 quoted.  
Cllr Pearson proposed that insurer C be appointed, Cllr Madden seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that insurer B (Came and Company) be contracted to insurance the mower for 2021. 
ii. Fortnightly checks report 
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Elliot added that the leaves needed to be 
tidied and that a final cut was needed. Cllr Webb explained that the leaves would normally just be 
mulched with the final cut rather than collected. The Clerk would request a final cut.   Clerk 
iii. Transfer of trustees 
The Clerk had not yet heard from the solicitors. She would follow this up in the new year. Clerk 

 
RESOLVED that the following item be brought forward in the meeting. 
 
20/121 Consultation on establishing a new facility for secondary age learners with SEND 
Members queried how the total of 42 learners had been established and were concerned that this 
was a reflection of budgets rather than need. The Clerk would ask for clarification.  Clerk 
Cllr Chishick proposed that the consultation be supported, Cllr Pearson seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would support the consultation. 
 
RESOLVED that the meeting continued in the order of the published agenda. 
 
 
 



9th December 2020 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council        Page 56 

20/122 West Berkshire District Council projects 
Members had received details of the additional £500,000 CIL funding available. The deadline for 
applications is 10th January 2021 and the application form required detailed costings of the project. 
Members would like to take forward the proposal to create a shared safe route for pedestrians and 
cyclists (including those with mobility scooters and pushchairs) from Sulham, via Tidmarsh, to 
Pangbourne. Ideally the route would be away from the edge of the road. 
Members asked the Clerk to contact the District Councillor to ask him to lead the project and that 
Members would be pleased to support this. The Clerk would also contact the Officer who had 
written the report which had gone to the District Council’s Executive Committee in October in which 
included funding for new walking and cycling infrastructure.     Clerk 
 
 
Close of meeting 
It was noted that the next ordinary meeting of the Council would be held at 8pm, on Wednesday 13th 
January 2021. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  
 
Signed:        Date:      
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