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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 

Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 23rd 

January, 2019 held at the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

Councillor Jonathan Pearson 

Councillor Steve Webb 

Councillor Colin Pawson 

Cllr John Haggarty 

Cllr Sima Elliot 

Cllr Mike Broun 

 

In attendance: 

Sarah Bosley (clerk) 

District Cllr Tim Metcalfe 

Jon Chishick 

 

57. Accepted apologies 

None 

 

58. Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 

None 

 

59. Minutes from the previous meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 21st November, 2018 were agreed as a correct 

record and signed by the chairman. 

 

60. Matters arising from the minutes 

 

Item 47 – Cllr Pawson reported that he has chased WBC up for a response regarding the stable at 

Oaklands. 

 

Item 48 – Cllr Haggarty reported that the phone box at Sulham has now been removed by BT. 

 

It was also noted that the verge at Moor Copse corner still needs cutting back. 

 

61. District councillor update 

 

District Cllr Metcalfe reported that WBC had gone into the electioneering phase and candidates have 

now been chosen. Tidmarsh with Sulham will now be part of the Pangbourne ward. Tim Metcalfe 

and Pamela Bale are both standing down. 

The council is also now setting the budget and, although there are one or two positive bits, there are 

also some bad bits. The council is expecting another tax rise. 
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The new lottery has taken off very well and is being run entirely online. 50% will go to a charity of 

your choice. 

Green bins – There are still some complaints but the scheme appears to have done better than 

anticipated. 

There have been a number of traveller incursions in the area recently and everyone is advised to 

ensure they secure their property properly. 

62. Planning 

 

Planning applications: 

Application 

number  

 

Location  Description  Decision 

19/00061/FUL Keepers Cottage, Mill 

Lane 

Change of use of 

detached residential 

annexe to dwelling 

house and associated 

accommodation works 

Before the PC can make a 

decision, Cllr Pawson 

noted that they need 

clarification of the state of 

the building. Is it listed? 

The PC would also like to 

see the flood risk 

assessment. Proposed by 

Cllr Pawson and seconded 

by Cllr Pearson. It was 

resolved that Cllr Pawson 

would ask WBC for the 

details before submitting 

the PC’s comments. 

18/03158/HOUSE Stable Clock House, 

Tidmarsh Lane 

Conversion of 

outbuilding to ancillary 

guest accommodation 

for friends and family 

and provision of garden 

store 

Proposed by Cllr Pawson 

and seconded by Cllr 

Webb. It was resolved 

that the PC is happy with 

the planning application 

but would like to see a 

condition in the 

permission that it must 

remain tied to the house. 

18/02951/HOUSE Sawyers Wood, 

Tidmarsh Lane 

First floor extension No objections 
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Planning decisions: 

Application 

number  

 

Location Description  Decision 

18/02951/HOUSE Sawyers Wood, 

Tidmarsh Lane 

First floor extension Approved 

18/02561/LBC2 & 

18/02560/HOUSE 

6 Stable Cottage, 

Maidenhatch 

Conservatory removal 

and replacement 

Withdrawn 

18/01251/LBC2 2 Lyle House, 

Maidenhatch 

Open original second 

doorway, widening and 

closing current doorway 

Approved 

 

Cllr Pawson reported, as an adjoining parish, that there is an outline planning application in for 235 

houses at the north end of the field by Savacentre. It is butting onto the edge of housing in Tilehurst. 

It was previously in the DPD but was taken out due to traffic concerns as IKEA was being built at 

that time too. The PC has no objections in principle. 

63. Precept decision 

 

A discussion took place regarding the budget and precept. It was noted that there was a provision in 

the budget for a projector but the parish councillors asked the clerk to contact the village hall 

committee to ask if the PC could use the one there when necessary and to ask for costings on bulbs 

and how they would like to work it going forward. 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Pearson. It was resolved to keep the precept the same 

at £8,240. 

64. Recruitment of new clerk 

The clerk reported that there was still no interest in the clerk’s position. She was asked to contact 

WBC to ask what will happen if no replacement can be found. 

65. Highways and footpaths – including new gates at Sulham Estates, footpaths, the VAS on 

the A340, traffic problems and 30mph limit on Mill Lane 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Broun. It was resolved that the parish council orders 

three metal kissing gates for three points across Sulham Estates footpath network and arranges for 

Arrow Fencing to install them. 

Cllr Haggarty also noted that the post box in Sulham was in a very awkward position and there were 

some health and safety concerns regarding the access to the footpath. He reported that he would 

contact Royal Mail to discuss it. 

There were concerns raised about the safety of the layby and it was resolved to look at it again once 

Gigaclear had finished in the area and finally cleared all of their stuff away. 

Cllr Haggarty reported that Sulham Estates have cleared the tree that had fallen on the footpath. 
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Cllr Pearson reported that he would look at the base and battery of the speed activated sign and see 

what can be done to fix it. 

Jon Chishick noted that on his SID training he asked who owned the VAS and WBC said it was the 

parish councils. 

Cllr Haggarty reported that there as a single car accident on Sulham Hill on a very clear, dry day. 

Drivers come down the hill very fast then see the 30 mph sign at the bottom. He wondered if the 30 

mph sign needs to be at the top of the hill. It was agreed that further discussion on Sulham Hill and 

Mill Lane was needed and will be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Jon Chishick offered to attend the next NAG meeting and ask there about getting speeding data. He 

will also consider where he can locate the SID. 

It was also noted that George Davidson had written to the PC regarding Mill Lane and the 

councillors will allow more time to discuss his concerns next meeting. 

66. Environmental Matters 

It was noted that there has been a lot of fly tipping around Sulham Lane lately. 

67. Devolution – PROW maintenance 

Cllr Pawson reported that there is money available to get the PC started but it is a one-off grant and 

no money would come from WBC after that. It relies on work being done by volunteers at a ‘no cost’ 

option. Given the lack of interest in volunteering for any previous things in the parish it was agreed 

that this was a ‘non-starter’. 

68. Change to next year’s meeting dates – agree new dates 

Proposed by Cllr Pearson and seconded by Cllr Webb. It was resolved, that due to a clash of 

meetings days for the chairman in the coming year, the parish council meetings would take place on 

the following dates in 2019: 

March 13th 

May 22nd 

July 24th 

September 11th 

November 13th 

69. Gigaclear - update 

A discussion took place regarding the works being carried out by Gigaclear in the area and the recent 

‘chaos’ was noted. Cllr Pearson reported that he had received a response from Gigaclear and will be 

pushing for a meeting with them asap. 

Cllr Haggarty reported that he had contacted WBC about the latest road closures and his email and 

WBC’s response is below: 
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Dear All 

Regarding the recent Gigaclear works and notice of road closure.  

Sulham hill was closed for 3 days, 7th , 8th, 9th. 

Gigaclear then packed up and have moved away. 

They have not laid cable on Sulham Hill down to the junction of Sulham lane and their markings are 

on the road. Does this mean we will have to have another road closure put in place as they join to 

Sulham Lane. Why do we have the inconvenience of continued disruption when they were supposed 

to do it over the two weeks of planned road closure.  

I think that all residents are losing patience with the Gigaclear works and the management by West 

Berks Council. 

Regards 

John Haggarty 

Parish Councillor 

 

Dear Mr Haggarty, 

We agreed to the closure of Sulham Hill between 0930 and 1500 on the dates stated, there was to be 

similar closure to follow on Sulham Lane. 

The times were stipulated as it would have caused unreasonable delays on the road network in term 

time. 

In the event Gigaclear tried to ignore the time stipulation, the anticipated problems occurred and we 

told them to close the works and remove the closure. 

The closure will have to be rescheduled and we are discussing the timing with Gigaclear, this will 

either be a full closure in a school holiday or restricted hours in term time. The details will be 

circulated as normal when agreed. 

We apologise for these ongoing problems. 

 

70. Millennium Green update – including lawn mower repairs 

Proposed by Cllr Pawson and seconded by Cllr Broun. It was resolved that the lawn mower is taken 

in to Bradfield Machinery for repairs and blade sharpening. 

71. Financial matters 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Broun. It was resolved to make the following 

payments: 

Payee Description Total amount VAT 

Brian Murby MG upkeep top up payment as 

underpaid previously (542) 

£100 £0 

BHIB Ltd Lawn mower annual insurance (543) £173.60 £0 

BALC DPO services (544) £48 £8 

Cheque number 545 PC administration £236 £0 

Cheque number 546 PC administration £272 £0 
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Proposed by Cllr Elliot and seconded by Cllr Webb. It was resolved that no contribution would be 

made this year to the Action for Pangbourne Toilets group. Last year councillors made a donation 

and asked that it be put towards making the toilets self-funding, but the charity wrote to councillors 

and said they would not be doing this. This led to this year’s decision not to make a donation. 

 

72. Clerk’s Report 

 

The clerk reminded councillors that it was elections in May this year. 

 

73. Close of meeting 

 

The chairman closed the meeting at 10.05pm. The next meeting is on March 13th, 2019. 

 

Date         Signed 


