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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 8th January 
2020, held at Tidmarsh Village Hall. 
 
Present: 
Councillors Jon Chishick (JC), Sima Elliot (SE), Andrew Madden (AM), Colin Pawson (CP) and Jonathan 
Pearson (JP) (chairman). 
 
In attendance: 
Jennie Currie (Clerk) 
0 members of the public 
 
20/01 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Steve Webb and District Councillor Gareth Hurley. 
 
20/02  Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 
No declarations of interests were received. 
 
20/03  Minutes of the previous meeting 
RESOLVED that subject to adding the full title of Dorothy Pickering, Neighbourhood Watch Co-
ordinator to item 19/52i and amending item 19/52i from ‘an advertisement’ to ‘a standard notice’ 
that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 2019 were a true and accurate 
record and were signed by the chairman. 
 
20/04  Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 
2019 be adopted. 
 
20/05  Matters arising from the minutes 
Item 19/53 Water courses and levels - Cllr Pawson reported that Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust 
(BBOWT) hold a key to the sluice which only needs to be adjusted in extreme conditions. 
 
20/06  Reports 
i. District Councillor’s report 
District Councillor Gareth Hurley was not present. 
ii. Parish Councillors’ reports 
Cllr Chishick raised the issue of the Sulham Lane junction with West Berkshire District Council 
(WBDC) Officer, Chris Fidler, at the recent Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) meeting. He was told 
that the vegetation could be cut back but there were no other actions to be taken. 
A further discussion regarding junctions took place. Members would like to discuss four areas: 
Darcliffe Homes development impacting Dark Lane; Pincents Lane (existing closure); Sulham 
junction; Moor Copse corner. It is suggested that a meeting with the District Councillor is arranged to 
discuss these matters.          Clerk 
iii. Clerk’s report 
The Clerk reported that the Council should have dedicated email accounts for all Councillors and that 
they should not use their personal email accounts for Council business. The Clerk would contact Cllr 
Webb as the website advisor.         Clerk/SW 
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20/06iii Clerk’s report continued 
The Clerk advised that she needed to submit the Tidmarsh Millennium Green Trust’s annual return to 
the Charity Commission but was awaiting a reply from the Trust’s Treasurer. Cllr Pawson offered to 
chase if no response was forthcoming.        Clerk/CP 
The Chairman asked that the Council review the current situation with the Trust, the Clerk would 
investigate options and prepare a report for the Council to consider.   Clerk 
The Clerk advised that she had received notification from Lloyds bank to confirm that all Parish 
Councillors and the Clerk were now signatories on the Council’s accounts. The Clerk would prepare 
the new financial regulations and online banking procedure to enable to the Council to move to 
making payments by electronic transfer.       Clerk 
 
20/07 Members Bids 
No items were discussed. 
 
20/08 Communication with parishioners 
i. Sharing information received from other organisations 
Cllr Pearson had not yet spoken to Dorothy Pickering, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, but 
would visit her .          JP 
ii. Ideas for increased public engagement at the Parish Assembly 
Members confirmed the list of speakers to be invited to the Parish Assembly on Wednesday 8th April 
at 8pm in the Village Hall: 
 Thames Valley Police - Cllr Chishick to contact     JC 
 Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) Moor Copse - Clerk to contact Clerk 
 Bishop of Reading - Cllr Pearson to contact      JP 
 District Councillor - Clerk to contact       Clerk 
 Presentation on boreholes        SE 
 Pang Valley Flood Forum, Kay Lacey - Cllr Elliot to contact    SE 
The flier for the Assembly would be doubled sided A5 and inserted in the magazine. Clerk 
RESOLVED that a budget of £100 would be set for the Clerk to purchase refreshments. 
RESOLVED that a budget of £100 would be set for the cost of printing and disturbing the fliers via the 
parish magazine. 
 
20/09 Water courses 
i. Weed clearance 
Cllr Madden advised that the responsibility of weed clearance was down to the owner of the land. 
Full details were available online at www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse. Cllr Pawson also 
suggested reading “Living on the edge” published by the Environment Agency. 
The idea of the Council purchasing machinery to assist with weed clearance was discussed. 
RESOLVED that the Council would not purchase machinery to assist with weed clearance. 
ii. Flood Warden 
Members were informed that a new Flood Warden had been appointed, Mr Patrick Puxley. 
 
20/10 Highways and footpaths 
i. Update on new kissing gates 
The Clerk would chase the installation contractor.      Clerk 
ii. Update on repairing VAS equipment 
Cllr Pearson would continue to work on the equipment.     JP 
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20/10 Highways and footpaths continued 
iii. Volume of traffic in the parish 
See item 20/06ii above. 
A340 footpath from Tidmarsh to Pangbourne - A Parishioner reported to Cllr Chishick that WBDC had 
arranged a contractor to clear back the footpath to the original width. A road sweeper had been 
used but the footpath was still not at its full width and needed more attention. The Clerk would 
report the matter to WBDC.         Clerk 
 
20/11 Millennium Green 
i. Fortnightly checks report 
There were no additional items to report. 
ii. Proposed list of works 
Cllr Pearson proposed that contractor number 2 be used, seconded by Cllr Chishick. 
RESOLVED to use contractor number 2 to undertake the list of proposed works including repairing 
the security post rather than replacing it. 
iii. Proposed maintenance for 2020 
The Clerk would investigate what other parishes were being charged for emptying their bins. 
The other items were to revisited once the situation with the Trust had been resolved (see item 
20/06iii above). 
 
20/12 Future meetings - Priorities for 2019-20 
To be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
20/13  Financial matters 
i. CIL and s.106 report 
Members noted the report that included current balances of CIL reserves at £1,462.50 and s.106 
reserves at £24,961.58. 
ii. Budget and precept for 2020-21 
A draft budget was circulated. The budget was adjusted to remove the equipment and play area 
inspection items. Cllr Chishick proposed that the amended budget be adopted, Cllr Pearson 
seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the budget amended be adopted and that the precept for 2020-21 be set as £8,240. 
iii. Approval of payments 
RESOLVED that the following payments be authorised: 

Preagreed payments 

Description 
Total 
amount 

VAT 

November Home office allowance (standing order) 25.00  0.00  

November Salary (standing order) 223.02  0.00  

December Home office allowance (standing order) 25.00  0.00  

December Salary (standing order) 223.02  0.00  

Total £496.04  

Proposed payments for January 2020 meeting 

Description 
Total 
amount 

VAT 

Postage 3.55  0.00  

Mower insurance 173.60  0.00  

Basket swing repair 30.00  5.00  

Total £207.15  
iv. Budget monitoring report 
RESOLVED that the report be adopted. 
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Close of meeting 
It was noted that the next ordinary meeting of the Council would be held at 8pm, on Wednesday 11th 
March 2020. The Planning Committee would be meeting on Wednesday 12th February and 11th 
March 2020 at 7.30pm. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed 
at 10.32pm.  
 
Signed:        Date:      


