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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 8th July 
2020, held via Zoom*. The meeting started at 8.15pm. 
 
*The meeting was held virtually under The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings and 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 which came into force on 4th April 2020. 

 
Present: 
Councillors Jon Chishick (JC), Sima Elliot (SE), Andrew Madden (AM), Jonathan Pearson (JP) 
(chairman) and Steve Webb (SW). 
 
In attendance: 
Jennie Currie (Clerk) 
0 members of the public 
 
20/50 Apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received. Colin Pawson had submitted his resignation on 30th June. 
The Chairman would contact the District Councillor to request a report in advance of future 
meetings.            JP 
 
20/51  Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 
Cllr Webb declared that he was a neighbour to Peatpits Wood. 
 
20/52  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 
Cllr Chishick proposed, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2020 were a true and 
accurate record and would be signed by the chairman. 
 
20/53  Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 
Cllr Webb proposed, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2020 
be adopted. 
 
20/54 Matters arising from the minutes 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
20/55  Reports 
i. District Councillor’s report 
District Councillor Gareth Hurley was not present. He had offered to meet to discuss the highways 
matters. Members were in favour of meeting on a Monday or Tuesday evening and Cllr Chishick 
offered to meet in his garden. 
ii. Parish Councillors’ reports 

Cllr Chishick would attend the AWE meeting on 22nd July. There were no NAG meetings at 
present. 

Cllr Livens had contact a WBDC Highways Officer who lived in Tilehurst and regularly drives on 
Sulham Hill. Three options had been discussed to improve the Sulham Hill and Sulham Lane junction. 
A mirror would not be installed by WBDC as any road traffic incident could be deemed the fault of 
the organisation whom installed the mirror. The Parish Council could install a mirror and then it 
would be liable. A speed camera would need to be considered by Thames Valley Police and this  
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20/55  Reports 
ii. Parish Councillors’ reports continued 
would be highly unlikely. The Officer’s suggestion would be to ask the landowner (Sulham Estates) to  
remove the hedging along the edge of Corner Cottage and replace it with a fence. The matter would 
be added to the agenda for the September meeting. 
iii. Clerk’s report 
The Clerk reported her additional areas of work for: 
May including reviewing the auditor’s report; online banking forms; research for quotes for 
insurance and new email provision; quotes for play area repairs. 
June included responding to concerns regarding the attempted unauthorised encampment of the 
Millennium Green and quotes for a height barrier; drafting new standing orders; online banking 
queries and forms. 
 
WBDC Rights of Way Officers cut part of the tree blocking the footpath raised under Councillor 
Pawson’s report in the May meeting. The Officer has requested that the temporary sign on the 
vehicle gate is removed. The gate is unauthorised, the Officer has asked that the adjacent stile is 
removed and the vegetation is cut back. 
Councillor Pearson expressed concern at how long the matter had taken to be resolved and asked 
the Clerk to make a formal compliant to WBDC.        Clerk 
 
The land agent of the site including the demolished stables on corner of Tidmarsh Lane had been in 
contact with the Clerk following a site visit. The agent explain that no action would be taken in the 
near future. Options for the site were being considered and they would be in touch.  The Clerk 
believed that WBDC had cleared the vegetation from the road signs and would email the resident to 
update them.            Clerk 
 
The Chairman had recently asked about NALC, BALC/HALC and SLCC. The Council pays a combined 
membership to the National Association of Local Councils and the county Association of Local 
Councils. The Berkshire branch was currently in being covered by Hampshire. 
SLCC is the Society of Local Council Clerks which the Clerk has professional membership of, this 
membership is not paid for by the Council. 
 
The Clerk explained that she had not yet had time to setup the new email accounts. This would be 
actioned before the September meeting.        Clerk 
 
20/56 New Standing Orders 
The matter would be deferred to a future face to face meeting. 
 
20/57  Financial matters 
i. Adoption of the Internal auditor’s report for 2019-20 
The report did not highlight any areas of concerns and the Clerk was thanked for her work. 
Cllr Webb proposed, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the Internal auditor’s report for 2019-20 be adopted. 
ii. Consideration of subscribing to Zoom 
Members discussed subscribing to Zoom for virtual meetings. Members were content to continue 
using the free version of the software.  
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20/57  Financial matters continued 
iii. Approval of payments 
Cllr Elliot proposed the payments for authorisation, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the following payments be authorised: 

Preagreed payments 

Date Description 
Payment 
Method 

Ref 
Total 

amount 

30-Jun-20 Clerk's salary Month 3 SO 20 223.02  

30-Jun-20 Office Allowance Month 3 SO mins 25.00  

31-Jul-20 Clerk's salary Month 4 SO 21 223.02  

31-Jul-20 Office Allowance Month 4 SO mins 25.00  

01-Jun-20 BHIB Ltd - Insurance BACS 14 431.92  
 Total   £927.96 

Proposed payments for July 2020 meeting 

Invoice Date Description 
Cheque 

Number / 
BACS 

Ref 
Total 

amount 

08-Jul-20 Clerk's 10 hrs overtime (-tax) BACS 21 99.50  

08-Jul-20 HMRC BACS 22 24.40  

18-May-20 BALC & NALC BACS 15 124.70  

20-May-20 WBDC - election fee BACS 16 150.00  

30-Jun-20 Grass cutting & repairs BACS 17 360.00  

25-Jun-20 Email hosting for 2 years BACS 18 86.37  

28-Jul-20 ICO fee BACS 19 40.00  

 Total   £884.97 

Cllrs Chishick and Webb would authorise the BACS payments.     JC & SW 
iv. Budget monitoring report 
Cllr Chishick proposed the report, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the budget monitoring report be adopted. 
v. Online banking progress report 
Cllrs Chishick, Webb and the Clerk now had full online access and had successfully paid the invoice 
for insurance. Cllr Elliot has submitted the form to upgrade her access and would check if this has 
been successful. Cllr Madden had received an email from Lloyds to say his application could not be 
authorised. Cllr Pearson had completed the online form and would get it signed. 
 
20/58 Peatpits Wood 
Correspondence between the Forestry Commission and a resident who lives next to Peatpits Wood 
was circulated to Members in advance of the meeting. The resident was distressed by seeds from 
poplar trees entering their garden and home. The officer from the Forestry Commission explained 
that Peatpits Wood would be surveyed in 2023 to establish if any work was required and no further 
action would be taken at present. 
Members noted the report and asked the Clerk to note the date of the planned survey. 
 
20/59 Tidmarsh Lane and Millennium Green 
Residents had contacted the Chairman, Clerk and other Councillors with concerns following the 
attempted unauthorised encampment on the Millennium Green. One resident had offered to 
provide power to enable an electronic bollard to be installed and had raised a concern regarding 
installing a height barrier due to aesthetics. The matter would be reviewed once the position with 
the Millennium Green trust was resolved. 
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20/60 WBDC’s consultation on Speed Management 
Cllr Pearson noted that the VAS was still at his home awaiting repair.  
Members had not prepared a formal response, the deadline was 13th July. Cllr Pearson offered to 
prepare a draft response to be circulated by email and submitted. 
RESOLVED that Cllr Pearson would circulate a draft response to be agreed by email. 
 
20/61 WBDC’s Winter Highways Maintenance Plan 
Members noted the proposed plan would be a repetition of the 2019-20 plan and had no comments 
to submit. 
 
20/62 Proposed Tidmarsh to Pangbourne cycleway 
Mr Pawson was thanked for his report. Members supported the report and felt a champion would be 
needed to lead the project. The report would be raised with the District Councillor. 
 
20/63 Police activity within the Parishes 
i. Attempted unauthorised encampment 
Cllr Pearson expressed his concerns regarding the attempted unauthorised encampment of the 
Tidmarsh Millennium Green on Saturday 30th May 2020 and the police response to the incident. Cllr 
Pearson had received correspondence from residents regarding the matter. Members noted that the 
land was still the responsibility of the Trustees and the attempt had been halted due to the difficultly 
of the tight turn onto the Green.  
Cllr Pearson would draft a letter to be sent to Thames Valley Police either to be sent as a personal 
statement or if Members were in agreement it would be sent as the opinion of the Council. 
Members suggested that if the Council becomes sole trustee then there should be an unauthorised 
encampment procedure written. 
ii. Incident involving Police vehicles 
Cllr Pearson expressed his concerns regarding the incident involving Police vehicles which took place 
on 19th June 2020. Cllr Pearson had been contacted by a parishioner who was unhappy with how 
they have been treated when they approached the incident. Members noted that the parishioner 
needed to take up the matter with Thames Valley Police. 
 
20/64 Millennium Green 
i. Update on conversation with Trustees 
Mr Pawson, the Council’s nominated trustee, had spoken with two of the current trustees. They 
were interested in discussing the matter further. The Clerk would formally write to the trustees to 
suggest the Council becoming sole trustee.        Clerk 
ii. Fortnightly checks report 
The report was noted. 
iii. Reopening of play equipment and risk signage 
The new government guidance regarding reopening play areas was discussed along with guidance 
from the Association of Play Industries.  
Cllr Pearson proposed, Cllr Livens seconded. 
RESOLVED That subject to the completion of the repairs and the completion of the necessary risk 
assessments the play area would be reopened with signage to ensure social distancing was 
maintained and users took responsibility for maintaining hand hygiene.     Clerk 
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20/64 Millennium Green continued 
iv. Quotes for repairs to play equipment 
Cllr Pearson proposed, Cllr Elliot seconded. 
RESOLVED That contractor A (Triangle Management) would be used to repair the timbers of the 
climbing wall and secure the barrier around the swings.      Clerk 
RESOLVED That subject to confirmation of the type of preservative used and that the rot on the A 
frame will be treated that contractor A (Triangle Management) would be used to treat the play area 
timbers.             Clerk 
v. Security of the Millennium Green including quotes for a height barrier 
The Clerk presented the quotes for a height barrier and new gate. Members discussed comments 
made by residents who were concerned about the negative appearance of having a height barrier on 
the Green. 
Members noted that security of the site was the responsibility of the Trust. Members agreed that if 
the Council becomes sole trustee then there would be a site meeting to review security of the site. 
 
20/65 Litter bins 
Cllr Pearson believed that the District Council had a statutory duty to empty litter bins in the parish 
and that the Parish Council should not be paying for this service. The Clerk explained that the Parish 
Council had the power to provide and empty litter bins. Cllr Pearson would research the matter and 
bring it to a future meeting.          JP 
 
20/66 GDPR 
Cllr Pearson had concerns regarding guidance for the use of email accounts and would discuss the 
matter with the Clerk outside of the meeting. 
 
Close of meeting 
It was noted that the next ordinary meeting of the Council would be held at 8pm, on Wednesday 9th 
September 2020. The Planning Committee would be meeting on Wednesday 12th August and 9th 
September 2020 at 7.30pm. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 10.30pm.  
 
Signed:        Date:      


