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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 

Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 21st 

November, 2018 held at the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

Councillor Jonathan Pearson 

Councillor Steve Webb 

Councillor Colin Pawson 

Cllr John Haggarty 

Cllr Sima Elliot 

 

In attendance: 

Sarah Bosley (clerk) 

District Cllr Tim Metcalfe 

Jon Chishick 

 

42. Accepted apologies 

Councillor Mike Broun 

 

43. Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 

None 

 

44. Minutes from the previous meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 1st August, 2018 were agreed as a correct record 

and signed by the chairman. The September meeting was cancelled because the council was not 

quorate. 

 

45. Matters arising from the minutes 

 
Item 26: Cllr Pearson reported that the slow sign on the road between Home Farm and the bridge has 

now been repainted. 

Item 28: The clerk reported that she had asked other parishes what they were doing to look at the 

plans now and most of them were looking at the plans individually ahead of the meeting or using 

computers/projectors during the meeting. Cllr Pawson noted that he still thought it was impossible to 

accurately compare before and after plans, but it was decided to continue as the parish council 

currently is and if any major applications arise then the parish will pay WBC to have them printed 

out ahead of a planning meeting. 

Item 29: The clerk noted that she had asked WBC’s traveller liaison officer for advice on any future 

traveller encampments in the parishes and had forwarded that advice onto councillors. 

Item 30: Cllr Pearson reported that he had been in contact with Gigaclear and they had noted the 

following –  
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• A new contractor has been appointed, called CCN. 

• What is currently holing up this area is that one final road crossing needs connecting – at 

Nunhide Lane and Sulham Lane. 

• They now have to wait 12 weeks for the permissions to do this and so hope to start on 

January 2nd, 2019. 

• They have already tested 98 pots and will test another 113 next week. 

• There have been issues with Manor Farm Lane and Maidenhatch as they are private. Cllr 

Pearson to give them contacts for both. He noted that he had told them about the future 

development at The Rancher and asked them to put in additional pots to futureproof the area. 

• They hope to go live in the area at the beginning of next year. 

• They also indicated to Cllr Pearson, who had noted that a lot of residents could not afford to 

take up the service, that if a group of residents contact them then the cost could be made 

cheaper. 

Item 31: The clerk reported she had not had any luck finding a replacement for herself. It was 

agreed to put it on the agenda for January to agree an advertisement plan. 

Item 32: The clerk reported that WBC highways department had inspected the speed activated 

sign on the A340 and believed it was beyond repair. They have no budget left to replace it this 

year but will add it to the list of items they ask for next financial year. There was also the option 

of the parish council purchasing it sooner, at a cost of £3255, plus VAT. Councillors agreed that 

this was too expensive and they would wait to see if they were successful in it making it onto the 

list for next year. 

46. District councillor update 

 

District Cllr Metcalfe reported the following: 

• WBC is over budget unfortunately, so there are a lot of cuts coming and some more jobs will 

be lost. 

• The district council is starting a lottery. It is using the model supported by Aylesbury council, 

which will run it for WBC. All the money will go back into the local area and charities and 

local groups can register to be one of the lottery’s recipients. It will all be run online and Cllr 

Metcalfe does have reservations about it as he fears it will encourage gambling. 

• WBC is already getting into election mode ahead of next May. Candidates have now been 

chosen for the new wards. Rick Jones is staying on but Tim Metcalfe is not standing again. 

• The Dolphin Centre is now being run by the Adventure Dolphin charity. The land is owned 

by Pangbourne PC and there is a lot of red tape that will probably drag on for several years to 

finally sort it all out properly. But at the moment they are managing to keep it afloat with a 

large team of volunteers. 

• The investment programme is giving a return of around 5/6% on the warehousing property 

bought with the government grant (at 2%). It is hoped this will continue to help increase 

revenue, but it isn’t going to fill the void. Investments are all over the country and are mainly 

in warehouses. WBC has chosen not to buy retail. 

• A parishioner present asked about the green bin ‘tax’ and Cllr Metcalfe reported that WBC 

had said that 24k people needed to sign up to make a significant amount of money. So far 

26.5k people have signed up. 
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47. Planning 

 

Planning applications: 

Application 

number  

 

Location  Description  Decision 

18/01251/LBC2 2 Lyle House 

Maidenhatch 

Removing the wall 

between the current 

kitchen and the dining 

room area and installing 

a steel beam with steel 

support uprights 

No objections 

18/02560/HOUSE 

and 

18/02561/LBC2 

6 Stable Cottage, 

Maidenhatch 

Conservatory removal 

and replacement 

No objections 

  

Planning decisions: 

Application 

number  

 

Location Description  Decision 

18/01568/HOUSE Beedon Cottage, 

Sulham Lane 

2-storey rear side 

extension and single 

storey garage link 

extension following 

demolition of existing 

single storey rear 

extension 

Approved 

 

The appeal at The Rancher was dismissed. The judgement is attached to these minutes. 

It was noted that there is a lot of ‘development’ at The Rancher and councillors wonder at what point 

a planning application is required. There does appear to be someone living up in the field 

permanently. Cllr Pawson noted that he had contacted WBC this week regarding concerns over 

temporary structures in another field in Tidmarsh. It was resolved to wait and see what the council 

response to that was before deciding how to proceed with The Rancher concerns. 

Cllr Elliot noted that there has been a lot of heavy plant at Keepers Cottage and there seems to be a 

lot of building work taking place there. It was agreed that there wasn’t enough evidence that 

anything untoward was going on there so no further action can be taken. 

Knabs Lodge has built a two-car garage with accommodation above it. It has been seen to be listed 

as The Cottage, Knabs Lodge’. Cllr Pawson to look into it and check with WBC planning department 

as to whether a condition was attached to ensure the property was tied to the main house. The PC 

expressed concern at the apparent establishment of a second address for the building. 
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48. Highways and footpaths – potential use of the SID device and update on vegetation at Mill 

Lane discussions with WBC 

 

It was reported that Jon Chishick has completed the Speed Indicator Device training course again 

and is now cleared to use the device for a further three years. Cllr Webb asked if the device could be 

used in the layby at Sulham to see if people do stick to the 30mph limit. All councillors were asked 

to consider locations for the SID. 

Cllr Pawson noted that a parishioner has contacted him and asked for a 30 mph limit on Mill Lane. 

Cllr Pawson does already have an official answer from WBC as to why the road doesn’t qualify and 

he will circulate. Clerk was asked to put it on the next agenda for further discussion. 

Cllr Pawson also noted that he is still in discussion with WBC regarding traffic concerns on Mill 

Lane. The clerk was asked to agenda Mill Lane traffic concerns in January. 

Cllr Haggarty reported that he had spoken to Sulham Estates regarding replacing the stile with 

kissing gates on Nunhide Lane and they are happy for the parish council to proceed. Cllr Haggarty 

has a catalogue with a traditional estate railing gate that Sulham Estates would like. Clerk to contact 

WBC to discuss further. It was also noted that BT still had not taken away the phone box there. Clerk 

was asked to contact them again to see if it could be done as soon as possible and it is prohibiting 

access to the public right of way, which the PC is now trying to make more accessible. 

49. Environmental Matters – lengthsman idea: update from other parishes 

The clerk reported that there wasn’t any real interest in the lengthsman idea from other parishes. It 

was noted that the footpath between Tidmarsh and Pangbourne needs keeping much clearer to 

maintain safety. District Cllr Metcalfe noted that it had been discussed at the NAG and it was a joint 

highways and waste services issue. Clerk will also report it online. All councillors like the idea of a 

lengthsman but it was resolved to put it on hold for now as it requires too much money to proceed 

alone. 

Cllr Pawson noted that there were a lot of fireworks from the centre of the village this fireworks 

night. He asked councillors if he could put up a notice on the two noticeboards and in the parish 

magazine asking that people be considerate of the animals in the surrounding fields. Proposed by Cllr 

Pearson and seconded by Cllr Pawson. It was resolved that Cllr Pawson creates the notice and 

displays it on the noticeboards and sends to the parish magazine. 

50. West Berkshire Council Local Plan consultation – any comments? 

There were no comments from the council. 

51. Next year’s meeting dates 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Pearson. It was resolved to accept the following dates 

for next year’s meetings: 

January 16th 
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March 20th – Millennium Green AGM beginning at 7pm 

May 15th – Annual Parish Assembly beginning at 7pm 

July 17th 

September 18th 

November 20th 

52. Millennium Green – new hedge laying company/replacing dead trees/fence update 

Proposed by Cllr Haggarty and seconded by Cllr Pearson. It was resolved that Cllr Haggarty instructs 

Heathfield Tree Services to lay the hedge on the Millennium Green, at a cost of £21 per metre. 

The clerk reported that Cllr Broun has had lengthy discussions with WBC’s legal department 

regarding the broken fence on the Millennium Green. There is not enough evidence to pursue a claim 

and so it was resolved that Cllr Pawson will get a quote to have the fence repaired and the council 

will then discuss whether or not to go ahead with it. 

Cllr Haggarty reported that he will sort out the dead trees on the Millennium Green and arranged to 

have them replaced at the appropriate time. 

53. WBC budget consultation – any comments? 

There were no comments to add to the budget consultation. 

54. Financial matters 

Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Pawson. It was resolved to make the following 

payments: 

Payee Description Total amount VAT 

Zurich Municipal Annual insurance (535) £327.90 £0 

Brian Murby MG upkeep (536) £280 £0 

Cheque number 537 PC administration £236 £0 

Cheque number 538 PC administration £272 £0 

Brian Murby MG upkeep (539) £180 £0 

Cheque number 540 PC administration £236 £0 

Cheque number 541 PC administration £236 £0 
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55. Clerk’s Report 

 

Jon Chishick noted that he had attended a recent AWE Liaison meeting. An EA report noted that 

they had walked along the pipeline and there was minor noncompliance in the maintenance 

paperwork. It was just part of the reg21ular EA auditing of the cycle of inspection. 

 

56. Close of meeting 

 

The chairman closed the meeting at 10pm. The next meeting is on January 16th, 2019. 

 

Date         Signed 


