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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 11th 
November 2020, held via Zoom*. The meeting started at 8pm. 
 
*The meeting was held virtually under The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings and 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 which came into force on 4th April 2020. 

 
Present: 
Councillors Jon Chishick (JC), Sima Elliot (SE), Jonathan Pearson (JP) (chairman) and Steve Webb 
(SW). 
 
In attendance: 
Jennie Currie (Clerk) 
 
20/96 Public forum 
No matters were raised in the public forum. 
 
20/97 Apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received. Members noted that Cllr Madden for not present, Cllr 
Webb would contact him to ensure he was well. 
 
20/98  Declarations of Members’ Interests for this meeting 
No declarations of interests were received. 
 
20/99  Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 
Cllr Elliot proposed to accept the minutes, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 were a true and 
accurate record and would be signed by the chairman. 
 
20/100  Co-option of a Councillor for Tidmarsh ward 
Solvej Biddle and Karen Fontaine had expressed an interest in being co-opted and had submitted 
personal statements. The Clerk had confirmed that both individuals were eligible to be co-opted. 
Members discussed the applications and highlighted that Solvej Biddle was a resident of Tidmarsh 
and Karen Fontaine was a resident of Sulham. 
Cllr Chishick proposed to co-opt Solvej Biddle, Cllr Pearson seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that Solvej Biddle be co-opted to the Council for Tidmarsh ward. 
 
Cllr Chishick proposed that Karen Fontaine be invited to join the Council in an honorary role which 
would allow her to take part in discussions but not vote. A position that he previously held. Cllr 
Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that Karen Fontaine be invited to join the Council in an honorary role. 
 
20/101 District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Hurley was not present. 
Members appreciated that as the Council had recently doubled the number of meetings this could 
affect how often Cllr Hurley attended. Members asked the Clerk to write to Cllr Hurley asking him to 
attend the December to report back on his meeting with Nick Carter, CEO West Berkshire District 
Council (WBDC) on 28th October.         Clerk 
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20/102 Parish Councillors’ Reports 
Cllrs Chishick advised that he would be attending the AWE Liaison meeting on 18th November. 
 
20/103 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported that Brian Murby had cut the wild flower area. The Clerk had made contact with 
Centrewire and had been informed that the gates would be delivered in mid-December. Cllr Webb 
offered to take delivery of the gates.  The Clerk had safely received the signed minutes from Cllrs 
Chishick and Webb. Cllr Pearson confirmed he had safely received the minutes, that he would sign 
them and post them back to the Clerk. 
 
20/104 Planning 

i. Planning applications 
Members noted that there were no planning applications to be considered. 
ii. Additional planning correspondence 
Members noted the mobile home was still present at The Rancher. The Clerk would contact the 
Planning Enforcement team.         Clerk 
Members discussed the increase in commercial vehicles being parked at Keeper’s Cottage. The 
Clerk would circulate the previous planning decisions for the site. Cllr Pearson would check the 
previous minutes.          Clerk & JP 

 
20/105 Financial matters 

i. Approval of the Quarter 2 bank reconciliation 
Cllr Chishick proposed the Quarter 2 bank reconciliation, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the Quarter 2 bank reconciliation would be approved. 
ii. Approval of payments 
Cllr Pearson proposed the report, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the following payments be authorised: 

Pre-agreed payments 

Date Description Payment 
Method 

Ref Total 
amount 

30-Nov-20 Clerk's salary Month 8 SO 32 223.02  

30-Nov-20 Office Allowance Month 8 SO mins 25.00   
Total 

  
£248.02 

Proposed payments for November 2020 meeting 

Invoice 
Date 

Description Cheque # 
/ BACS 

Ref Total 
amount 

30-Nov-20 Clerk's additional salary Month 8 BACS 33 127.10  

30-Nov-20 HMRC BACS 34 5.20  

14-Oct-20 Triangle Management 13326 BACS 35 657.60   
Total 

  
£789.90 

Cllrs Chishick and Webb would authorise the BACS payments.     JC & SW 
iii. Budget monitoring report 
Cllr Chishick proposed the report, Cllr Webb seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that the budget monitoring report be approved. 
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20/106 Meeting dates for 2021 
The Clerk had circulated proposed meeting dates for 2021. 
Cllr Webb proposed the meeting dates, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that Full Council would meet monthly at 8pm on the second Wednesday of the month. 
The Annual Parish Assembly would be held at 7pm on 14th April. The Millennium Green Trust AGM 
would be at 7.30pm on 9th June and an ordinary meeting at 7.30pm on 10th November. 
 
20/107 Millennium Green 

i. Selection of a solicitor to prepare documents for the transfer of trustees 
The Clerk had prepared a report providing an update on the Council becoming the sole trustee of 
the Tidmarsh Millennium Green Trust and detailing 3 quotes from solicitors to prepare a resolution 
to transfer the trusteeship and notify the Charity Commission.  
Cllr Pearson proposed that solicitor B be appointed, Cllr Elliot seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that solicitor B (Wellers Law Group) be appointed to prepare a resolution to transfer the 
trusteeship and notify the Charity Commission.  
ii. Selection of the insurance provider for 2021 
Cllr Webb proposed that company B be appointed, Cllr Chishick seconded the proposal. 
RESOLVED that company B (Came & Company - Hiscox Insurance) be selected to provide insurance 
for the Tidmarsh Millennium Green Trust. 
iii. Fortnightly checks report 
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Chishick added that the bolt on the gate 
now fitted and suggested it was affected by the poor weather. He confirmed the loft insulation had 
been removed. Cllr Chishick added that a piece of plywood and a tarpaulin had been left on the 
Green, he had removed and properly disposed of the items. 
The remaining items regarding the fence, gate and hedging would be reviewed once the 
trusteeship had been settled. 
 
Members requested that the rota of checking the Green be updated to include Solvej Biddle and 
extended for the whole of 2021.         Clerk 
 

20/108 Gigaclear 
Cllr Elliot explained that Gigaclear engineers had returned to her property and had successfully 
located the connection box. Hopefully this would enable her property to be connected to their 
service.  
Members had not heard from other residents of any other issues in recent months. 
 
20/109 West Berkshire District Council projects 
Following Cllr Hurley’s report at the October meeting Cllr Pearson had submitted a list of items to be 
considered by WBDC and/or highlighted to Nick Carter on his recent visit to the parishes. 
Members suggested that the Sulham Lane/Mill Lane junction be added to a 5-10 year plan to 
improve highways in the District.  
An important project would be to create a safe walking and cycling route from Tidmarsh to 
Pangbourne. This could be from Nunhide Lane to the bridge behind the church and then from the 
centre of Tidmarsh to Pangbourne. 
 
Solvej Biddle joined the meeting at 9.06pm 
Cllr Pearson welcomed Solvej Biddle to the meeting and informed her that she had been co-opted to 
the Parish Council. The Councillors and Clerk introduced themselves. 
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20/109 West Berkshire District Council projects continued 
The suggestion of a pedestrian crossing from the Millennium Green to the Greyhound pub was 
raised. This idea had been submitted to WBDC a number of years ago and dismissed due to the 
number of junctions in the locality, although it could be presented again. 
Another idea would be a project to address the feelings of isolation during lockdown that households 
might be experiencing. 
Cllr Pearson asked Members for any other ideas with a green/environmental or active emphasis. The 
Clerk would contact WBDC to seek clarification of criteria and timescales.   All / Clerk 
 
Close of meeting 
It was noted that the next ordinary meeting of the Council would be held at 8pm, on Wednesday 9th 
November 2020. There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 
9.30pm.  
 
Signed:        Date:      
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