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Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly of Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council, on Wednesday 
14th April 2021, held via Zoom*. The meeting started at 7.30pm.  
 
*The meeting was held virtually under The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority Meetings and 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 which came into force on 4th April 2020. 
 
Present: 
Councillor Solvej Biddle 
Councillor Jon Chishick 
Councillor Sima Elliot 
Councillor Jonathan Pearson (Chairman) 
Councillor Steve Webb 
 
In attendance: 
Miss Jennie Currie (Parish Clerk) 
There were no members of the public present 
 
1.  Welcome by the chairman and signing of the minutes of the last annual assembly 
Cllr Pearson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
It was resolved to accept and sign the minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly, held on 22nd May 
2019. 
 
2.  Parish Council report by the Chairman, Cllr Pearson 
The last year has been dominated by the global Covid-19 pandemic with many excess deaths in 
the UK and the country moving in and out of lockdown with an emphasis on ‘distancing’. The 
Parish Assembly scheduled for 8th April 2020 was cancelled, and in any case the country was in 
lockdown from 23rd March and unable to meet. The Council continued to meet via Zoom, and 
eventually legislation was passed permitting virtual meetings. The requirement to hold an Annual 
Assembly between 1st March and 1st June still stands, and legislation was amended to allow such 
by video conferencing. It is expected that the legislation will expire on 7th May 2021, hence our 
decision to hold this meeting today virtually. We haven’t had time to prepare for a face to face 
meeting such as was planned for 2020, and it is unlikely that many public would attend. We hope 
to hold a face to face meeting with public engagement later in the year, or next year at the normal 
time. 
 
Our Clerk, has continued her drive to tidy up our procedures and we are now in a much better, 
and well regulated state. We are grateful for her experience and work in this area. We are also 
grateful to Cllr Webb for maintaining our website which has been vital this year. 
 
Cllr Pawson resigned during the year and we thank him for many years of service. We welcome in 
his place Cllr Biddle. 
 
In order to get through the agenda, and cover planning matters, the Council moved to monthly 
meetings as of October 2020. 
 
We are in the process of becoming the sole Trustee of the Millennium Green which will deliver a 
direct connection between control and expenditure. Once that is finalised we intend to make it 
harder for unauthorised encampments such as ‘travellers’ since we had a narrow escape this year. 
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2.  Parish Council report by the Chairman, Cllr Pearson - continued 
We discussed the possibility of a multipurpose path between Tidmarsh and Pangbourne which we 
intend to revisit. For now we will concentrate of improving the existing routes and pavement. We 
are mindful of the need to move around comfortably and safely within the parish and to 
neighbouring parishes, and of the constraints imposed by Covid-19 and the anticipated ‘new 
normal’. Paths and walks have taken on a new significance. 
 
We have continued to campaign for several highways matters, most of which were brought to the 
attention of Nick Carter (CEO, West Berkshire District Council) when he was shown around the 
parish by District Cllr Hurley. From now on we have agreed to report defects directly to WBC using 
their online platforms and progress will be monitored. We urge all our community, not just the 
Council, to report matters needing attention directly to WBC. 
 
We continue commenting on planning applications and asking for enforcement where necessary. 
 
Prior to the cancelled 2020 Assembly, we had decided to improve public engagement, and shall be 
picking this up when the country returns to a ‘new normal’ with Covid-19 behind us. 
 
For several years the precept has been held. This year we increased it by 5% as a contribution to 
our increased admin costs. Any deficit will be met from reserves. 
 
Parking at the top of Sulham Hill has become a pressing problem with vehicles overflowing onto 
the road and blind bend. We are campaigning for an extension to the car park and asked WBC to 
take action. They responded very quickly with yellow lines and enforcement. 
 
We look forward to public engagement and encourage you to let us know what we’re doing right, 
what we’re doing wrong, and how we can better serve our community. 
 
3. District Councillor’s report by Cllr Gareth Hurley 
Cllr Hurley had submitted his apologies for the meeting. He had not submitted a report. 
 
4. Parishioners’ open time 
There were no parishioners present. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8pm. 
 
 
Signed:         Date:       
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