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Editorial 

With Spring approaching it is an ideal 

time to address the issue of litter which 

in the main is thrown from passing cars 

and looks very unsightly along our lanes.  

With this in mind – a date has been set 

for the annual village tidy ups and more 

information about this is contained in 

this issue of the magazine (see page 8).  

The date is the lst April (and no it’s not 

an April fool!). Both village tidy-ups end 

up around the Greyhound which makes 

it ideal to finish with a sociable drink.  If 

it’s before opening time, then I am 

more than happy to provide coffee 

and cake at Mill Corner Farm. 

Richard and Rosemary have provided 

an excellent review of The Old Post Of-

fice (see page 16) and I wouldn’t want 

to tread on their toes so I will not men-

tion too much about the newly refur-

bished Swan in Pangbourne except to 

say that I went there with friends the 

night after it opened and was very im-

pressed both with the layout, décor, 

service and quality of food.  My hus-

band also visited mid-week and had 

the lunch time special (2 courses for 

£11) and considered it to be excellent.   

Not being a great foodie myself, I am 

hoping Richard and Rosemary will pay 

a visit and give us a full review for the 

next issue. 

If you are receiving this magazine for 

the first time in a while, this is because 

we have had a review of the distribu-

tion and reinstated properties where the 

owners asked not to receive it some 

years ago and we think may have 

changed hands.  We also feel that the 

magazine does contain lots of informa-

tion about what is going on locally and 

that every household should receive a 

copy.   This has also been made possi-

ble by the support of the Parish Council 

which has removed the necessity to ask 

for payment.  If you spot the magazine 

around in the doctors’ surgery or the like 

and you do not receive one and your 

property is in the villages, then please 

let me know and I will ensure your prop-

erty is added onto the distribution list. 

As this is the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

year, we asked in the last issue whether 

there would be support for a ‘Big Lunch’ 

which would take the place of the tra-

ditional farm supper.  This would be a 

daytime event and would include chil-

dren.  There is more information about 

this on Page 5 and if you would be inter-

ested in attending such an event, 

please get in touch with Richard by 

email or telephone and let him know. 

As always, we look forward to receiving 

articles and information from you to 

include in your magazine! 

Welcome to the March/ April 2012  issue of the magazine! 

Jenny Cope   jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or  0774 777 5900  
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Dates At A Glance 
 

2 March Parish Walk  Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am 

2 March Coffee Morning  Village Hall starting at 11am 

7 March Book Club Meeting Meadowside, Sulham  

9 March Music & Poetry  Pangbourne Vill Hall – 7.30pm 

23 March Book Club Meeting Avenham, Pangbourne 

25 March Churchyard Tidy Up St Nicholas Church  2-4pm 

1 April Tidmarsh Tidy Up The Greyhound – 9.15am 

1 April Sulham Tidy Up  Meet at Home Farm – 9.30am 

1 April Book Club Meeting Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham 

12 April Wild Flower Talk St Nicholas Church, Newbury 

4 May Parish Walk  Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am 

4 May Coffee Morning  Village Hall starting at 11am 

3 June The Big Lunch  Sulham Farm (tbc) 

10 June Open Garden  The Tithe Barn, Tidmarsh 2-5pm 

4 August Tidmarsh & Sulham Mill Corner Farm 2-5pm 

  Village Fete   

 

Further details of all these events can be found within this issue 
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Dates for your diary 
Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 

Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9.30 . 

The walk has grown in popularity with men and women joining in to enjoy easy routes 

lasting approximately 1hr 30 mins . 

If you would like more information please call Gillian Alderton on 9842729. 

Next dates are Friday 2nd March, and Friday 4 May 

 
Coffee morning 

Tidmarsh Village Hall 

These are usually held on the first Friday of the month from 11am to 12noon. Normally 

the village walk precedes the coffee morning. 
 Next dates are Friday 2nd March and Friday 4 May 

 

Village Bike Rides 

There will be easy bike rides leaving from Sulham church. If you would like more infor-

mation before coming on a ride please call Gillian on 9842729. 

 
Hall of sound 

On the last Friday of each month there is a music evening held in Pangbourne Village 

Hall. The music is performed by an ever-changing line up of talented singers and musi-

cians of all ages and is always very varied. Bring your own drinks and have a really en-

joyable evening not too far from home! All ages are welcome.  

For more information, or if you would like to take part in future events, go to 

www.hallofsound.co.uk. 

 

Village Hall News 
 

The final 100+ Club draws for November and December took place at the Coffee 

Morning on Friday 6th January. The winners are as follows:- 

 

January Draw:        1st prize £25  Mandy Rooney 

                2nd prize £15  Jon Chishick 

                    3rd prizes £10  C Egan, Mike Smith 

 

Bonus Draw:          1st prize £40 Ian White 

         2nd prize £30 Carol Williams 

                    3rd prize £20 Jean Harland 

         4th prizes £10 Roger & Linda Price, Mike Hall 

 

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on availabil-

ity and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 0118 326 

6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 
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Is there sufficient support in  

Tidmarsh and Sulham for 

     "The Big Lunch"  

on Sunday, 3 June 2012 
to celebrate the  

Diamond Jubilee ? 

Please let us know by 

31st March 
 

            rosemaryandrichardthomas@btopenworld.com 

            (or 0118 9845740) 

As part of the celebrations for the Queen's Diamond Jubilee all communi-

ties across the UK are invited to join in  "The Big Lunch" on Sunday, 3 June 

2012 

 

In recent years Rosemary and Richard Thomas have run the Tidmarsh with 

Sulham Summer Supper. They have decided not to hold it this year due to 

the proximity of both the Diamond Jubilee celebrations and Olympic 

Games. Perhaps The Big Lunch could take its place. 

 

To establish whether there is sufficient interest, please let them know if you 

would like to join in a Tidmarsh with Sulham Big Lunch. 

mailto:rosemaryandrichardthomas@btopenworld.com
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 Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and 

Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, includ-

ing their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at: 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Application Ref Address Proposal 

 11/00218/

COMIND  

Berkshire Retail 

Park Pincents 

Lane Tilehurst   

Erection of Class A1 retail store with associ-

ated car parking, landscaping, servicing 

and access arrangements.  (IKEA) 

12/00281/LBC2  Thatched Cot-

tage, Sulham 

Lane 

Alterations and improvements. Replace-

ment doors.  

12/00160/HOUSE  Ogmoor House 

Tidmarsh Lane 

New garden hut 

11/02727/FULD  Eaglesfield Sta-

bles  

Tidmarsh 

Permanent dwelling for equine worker 

Planning Applications 

NOTICE: 
The Tidmarsh & Sulham Parish Magazine funds have recently been 

boosted by a payment from the Parish Council towards its production 

costs.  Therefore, this year we will not be seeking an annual subscription 

from each household and hope that this will be the same thereafter if the 

donation continues.  However, should you feel you would like to continue 

to support the magazine by way of the £3 annual donation, we would be 

most grateful.  In summary, the magazine is funded partly by a donation 

from the Parish Council, partly by advertising and partly by donations.  

The members of the production team give their time and efforts without 

any remuneration or compensation and it is of comfort to know that there 

is not the added pressure to sell advertising to keep the magazine going! 

Thank you for your continued support! 

The Production Team. 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/advancedSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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 Bridges Over The River Pang 

Did you wonder what was going on with 

the recent work to the bridges over the 

Pang beside Tidmarsh Mill? 
 

The highways authority was simply carrying out rou-

tine maintenance. This consisted of having to go 

under the bridges to scrape the metalwork and 

repaint them. Perhaps the workmen were lucky 

that there was not much water in the Pang at the 

time. That probably gave them at least an extra 6 

inches of headroom. You will see from the at-

tached picture that they really did not have much room for manoeuvre. 

It will be another 15 years before the exercise is repeated. It used to be done every 10 

years but apparently recent improvements in paint technology now allow the longer 

period. 

Abseil 42 metres for charity 

On Sunday 22 April we are holding an abseil event from Reading's iconic Blade build-

ing.  A dizzy 140ft.  The day will raise funds for some amazing services that Red Cross 

offers to vulnerable people across Berkshire. 

 You can enjoy the stunning panoramic views across Reading before taking the 

plunge down 13 floors, the equivalent of 32 double decker buses. 

Places are limited so don’t delay, book today! Souvenir photo of your descent if you 

raise £150 or more 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/bladeabseil or call 0118 935 8221 
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Big Tidy Up 

As part of the Parish Plan the Environment Group are planning a 

litter pick 

SUNDAY 1st APRIL   Meet 9.30 am Home Farm , Sulham Lane 

We hope to pick litter along the roadside along Sulham Lane and then Mill Lane end-

ing at the Greyhound. 

Come and help to tidy up our hedgerows and verges. 

We will have kits with refuse sacks, etc provided by West Berks Council and Campaign 

to Protect Rural England 

For further details see www.thebigtidyup.org 

John Haggarty 

9844122 

 

Tidmarsh Street and Lanes Tidy up. 

Are you able to help with a street tidy up around Tidmarsh on  Sunday 1st. April ? 

If so, please meet outside the Greyhound at 9.15am, just armed with gloves. 

If you have a florescent jacket or hand picker, then bring them along. Rubbish sacks 

will be provided, and the whole task will be over by 10.30.  

 Hope to see you there 

 John Butler 9842621.   
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At this time of the year much of the work  

is taken up by the routine tasks of feeding 

the cattle. Along with the other jobs car-

ried out during the winter which include 

hedge-trimming, fencing, maintenance 

work  and the clearing of fallen trees fol-

lowing some of the high winds. We have 

82 head of cattle on the farm at the mo-

ment and most of these are fed twice a 

day , seven days a week. The cattle have 

been inside since just before Christmas. 

The weather in the Autumn stayed dry 

which enabled them to graze the water 

meadows near Pangbourne without them 

damaging the grass. The calves were 

weaned from the cows at housing after 

spending all of the previous spring and 

summer with their mothers. The calves de-

velop so that they can eat the grass ,hay 

and cereal diet and are less reliant on the 

supply of milk from the cow. This year we 

exhibited a bullock at the local Christmas 

Fatstock Show and though it did not come 

away with a rosette the taking part and 

entering was very enjoyable. 

 

The majority of the crops grown on the 

farm were planted last September and 

October . The seedbed proved 

ideal  dry conditions which al-

lowed ploughing and seeding to 

be carried out without interrup-

tion. The crops have established 

really well over the winter and an 

early spring would be most wel-

come. The dry conditions in the 

latter part of the year have con-

tinued through the winter and 

measurements from the Environ-

ment Agency show that ground 

water levels are at an all time low 

for this time of year. The River  

Pang and the Sulham Brook both 

have low levels at the moment 

which is not usually seen in February. 

 

The grain harvest has all now left the farm 

The last of which was a 120 tonne consign-

ment of Oats which was sold to Mornflake 

for the production of their breakfast cere-

als. The growing of oats has increased 

over the past few years and I must say a 

bowl of porridge in the morning was a 

welcome start during the very cold snap 

of the last few weeks. A large proportion 

of our cereal crop this year has  been 

stored and marketed through a farmers 

cooperative which we have joined. This 

means we can pool our grain with other 

farmers to enable us to supply large orders 

with a known quality and hopefully obtain 

a price premium. 

 

It will not be too long before we will be 

able to start with spring work on the fields. 

We have some spring barley to plant and 

autumn drilled crops will require fertiliser 

and weed control. The cows will com-

mence calving in early April and so an-

other year stars off again. 

John Haggarty 

Autumn/Winter on Sulham Farms 
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The West Berkshire Countryside Society* 
 

PROUDLY PRESENTS 

SPRING FLOWERS IN OUR 

WOODLANDS 
 
Charles Flower of Flower Farms, an internationally 

respected authority on wild flowers, will present an 

evening talk on woodland flowers and their man-

agement, followed soon afterwards by a PRACTI-

CAL WORKSHOP IN A LOCAL WOOD. 
 

THURSDAY 12 APRIL  7.30pm 

in 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HALL 

NEWBURY 

 

Admission £2 (free to members) 

 
* Previously the Friends of the Pang, Kennet & Lambourn 

Countryside Projects, the Pang Valley Conservation Volun-

teers, and Bucklebury Heathlands Group. 
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 By Richard Thomas 

When out for a walk recently I was struck by just how many pillboxes there are in the Sulham 

Valley.  

Notes From The Sul 

Research on the Internet ("Defence Area 

7" a report probably written by Colin Alex-

ander) had me truly amazed. It tells us 

that not all the concrete bunkers are pill-

boxes. They are the smaller ones giving 

protection to an infantry light machine 

gun. Most of the bunkers hereabouts, 24 of 

them apparently, are two pounder anti-

tank gun emplacements, built in prepara-

tion against enemy armour. Ten, including 

an unusual double bunker, and a pillbox 

are within Sulham. 

All over southern England there are lines of 

such bunkers, known as stop lines. Line 

Red ran along the Thames from Pang-

bourne to Abingdon and thence to Great 

Somerford in Wiltshire. Line Blue ran west-

ward along the Kennet from Theale. These 

two were linked by what we see in the 

valley of the Sul. What we don't now see is 

the enormous anti-tank ditch, 55 feet 

across, dug in a zigzag from Theale to a 

point just short of the Thames and running 

through Oaklands Farm. The gun em-

placements were positioned to enforce 

the anti-tank ditch. It is said that this short 

line was "perhaps the most important stra-

tegically" and "would undoubtedly have 

formed a key hinge to be forced open by 

the Germans for an assault against the 

anti-tank island of Reading, and ultimately 

London." 

Take a walk from the bridge over the 

Pang in Tidmarsh through Oaklands Farm 

to Sulham. You will pass through a strong 

point of six gun emplacements. Each con-

sists of a central chamber for the gun with 

embrasures firing in different directions 

along the anti-tank ditch and one or two 

side chambers for the firing of light ma-

chine guns. This strong point is close to the 

narrowest part of the valley, where over-

looked by hills on both sides. An intended 

killing-field indeed. 

Where Mill Lane crossed the anti-tank 

ditch we can still see four anti-tank cylin-

ders sitting beside the road. Others, of a 

different design, are not so visible in the 

corner of a field just round the right an-

gled bend a little to the south-east. 

The report suggests that there should be a 

board providing information for the public 

on the 1940 anti-invasion defence of Sul-

ham Valley. May I echo that suggestion? 

How about putting such a board in the 

intended new layby opposite the end of 

Sulham Lane? 

 

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and 

let us see what we shall see. 

 

Richard Thomas. February 2012  
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Book Club 
Review of Starter for 10 by David 

Nicholls (author of One Day) 

 
The title of the book comes from the 

Starter question of each round of the tele-

vision show University Challenge. Each 

chapter of the book begins with a ques-

tion related in some way to the events 

that follow it.  

 

The book is about a teenager called Brian 

Jackson and his misadventures during his 

first year at university in the 1980’s. He is an 

only child from a working class family living 

alone with his mother since his father’s 

early death. The book deals with issues of 

bereavement and of class as he tries to fit 

in with the mainly middle class new intake 

at his university. He is desperate to be cho-

sen as one of the team entering for Univer-

sity Challenge, his desire to take part in 

the show stems from his childhood, when 

he would watch the show with his late 

father. Whilst trying for a place he meets 

and falls for a female team mate, Alice. 

The writer cleverly makes the reader feel 

every cringing moment of his attempts at 

romance. 

 

Starter for 10 has some laugh out loud mo-

ments. No one felt they had really 

warmed to the book’s characters but the 

author captured the angst of being a 

teenager trying to fit into new surroundings 

very well. 

 

A recommended read if you would like to 

recapture some of your university experi-

ences! 

 
Book club dates 

 

March 7th; White Woman on a Green Bi-

cycle by Monique Roffey at Meadowside, 

Sulham. 

 

April 1st’ Of Mice and Men by John Stein-

beck at Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham. 

 

 May 23rd; Before I go to Sleep by  SJ Wat-

son at Avenham, Pangbourne. 

 

If you would like more information about 

coming please contact Alison on 9845202 
. 
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Countryside Matters 

Tidmarsh’s answer to ‘The Good Life’ with Cathy & Jerry 
 

The Bees have been out already this year and having left them with sufficient stores 

from last year. Unfortunately we lost one hive to wasps at the end of last summer; they 

will kill a weak colony and gorge on the honey… The remaining two colonies, though, 

seem to be fighting fit. 

 

As novice (very) ‘small holders’ we are expecting the patter of tiny feet ‘clays’ soon. 

Our first pigs of the year will be with us in mid March. Last years ‘batch’ and our first 

was such fun, raising, playing, caring for and eating them, that we have decided to 

do it again. Rare breed pork is fabulous, slow roasted (the crackling is divine) with red 

cabbage, grilled chops or as sausages.  

 

We decided as an experiment to raise pigs last year in order to try and be more re-

sponsible for the food we eat. We already have chickens in the back garden so are 

self sufficient in eggs. The bees give us honey, and pigs seemed to be the next step. 

There are probably hundreds of people out there who have done just the same, lots of 

hard work but it is worth  itWe chose local breeds. Four were ‘Berkshire Blacks’ (the old-

est recorded pig and supposedly eaten by Cromwell’s forces on the way to the Battle 

of Newbury in 1643); the other two were ‘Oxford Sandy & Blacks’ (called ‘Plum Pud-

ding Pigs’ because of their markings). The Berkshires are ‘porkers’ and the OSBs are a 

dual pig, they can be porkers but if kept a little longer are ‘baconers’. This is because 

they are longer in the back and make more bacon! 
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Countryside Matters  (cont) 
 

Rare breed pigs seemed to be the way to go. Why rare breed? They are slower grow-

ing, hardier and less troublesome than modern breeds. You also have to consider that 

there are approximately only 250 breeding Berkshires left! Compare this with the 9000 

breeding Bengal tigers that are also rare and we had valid reason for doing our bit. 

 

Last year taught us so much, yes we read the books, talked to lots of people, but doing 

it was the best education. There is nothing like trying to coax a recalcitrant gilt (girl 

piggy) to stand still while you weigh her when she is only interested in her ration of din-

ner.  

 

There is a ham hanging in the barn, our first attempt, it looks and smells OK but we 

won’t know the outcome until we cut into it! Will let you know in the next edition. 

 
The vegetable garden did well last year, the strawberries excelled themselves, having 

made jam, frozen them and eaten loads in the summer, they had a second wind and 

we were still picking bowls full in October! The dogs are not so impressed; our time in 

the ‘veg plot’ is just an interruption to their play, although the terrier does like playing 

‘Hunt the Toad’ between the bricks of the path. The result of that is frothing at the 

mouth when she finds and kisses one, she can pull some very funny faces and flick 

froth quite a long way! 

 

The Bees have been out already this year and having left them with sufficient stores 

from last year. Unfortunately we lost one hive to wasps at the end of last summer; they 

will kill a weak colony and gorge on the honey… The remaining two colonies, though, 

seem to be fighting fit. 

 

More news from the garden next month.... 
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Restaurant Review by Richard Thomas 

The Old Post Office, Wallingford 
 

In recent weeks several people have sug-

gested we try The Old Post Office in Walling-

ford. Thank you for the suggestion. We thor-

oughly enjoyed our visit in early February.  

 

The Old Post Office is in Wallingford 

Square. As soon as we walked through the 

door we knew we were in for a good ex-

perience. You enter a very comfortable 

wine bar with well spaced large sofas and 

an open fire. In addition to a large range 

of wines by the glass or bottle, as well as 

beers and cocktails, there are excellent 

looking cakes, nibbles or a choice of three 

"plates to share" each for about £11. 

 

We were there for lunch so went through 

to the restaurant: I would describe it more 

accurately as a bistro. This room was also 

most attractive. I thought it had an alpine 

feel, being light and airy with open plan 

kitchen and largely made of natural ma-

terials in wood and stone. 

 

Prices were reasonable: two courses for 

£12.50 or three for £15.50: Very reasonable 

considering the attractive setting, com-

fortable seats and proper white napkin 

service. There was a good choice on the 

fixed-price menu and I again commend 

the large range of wines by the glass. No 

wonder there was a nice bustling feel to 

the place even on a cold Tuesday lunch-

time in February. 

 

An appreciative "mmm" came from Rose-

mary on the first taste of her Jerusalem 

artichoke and truffle oil soup. I felt much 

the same over my sautéed chicken livers 

with pine nuts and raisins: nicely sweet but 

not too much so thanks to a reduced bal-

samic dressing. For the main course I had 

rigatoni with a creamy mushroom sauce: 

perhaps a little too creamy, but neverthe-

less very acceptable. Rosemary had fish 

and chips. That may sound very ordinary 

but the fish was a thick slice of nicely just-

cooked Pollock in an excellent light crispy 

batter. She would have preferred fat-cut 

chips, but perhaps that simply tells of her 

own preference. 

 

We felt no need of a third course. The 

sweets ranged from the ordinary stan-

dards to the interesting: lemon crème 

brûlée with lavender shortbread (£5.25 on 

the à la carte menu). A range of Italian 

ice creams and sorbets (£4.50) or a selec-

tion of cheeses with quince paste (£7.50) 

also caught my eye, but I resisted! 

 

Do try The Old Post Office when next in 

Wallingford. It is worth travelling there just 

to experience it, even though a little out-

side the 10 mile limit that I had intended 

when writing these reviews. There seems 

no need to book a table, but you may 

wish to look up their website: 

www.opowallingford.co.uk 

 

Richard Thomas   February 2012 
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 Gardening Matters    
A Year In Your Garden   March/ April   Gillian Alderton 

 
 Planting and moving winter flowering plants such as 

snowdrops, winter aconites or cyclamen is best done in 

March when they have just finished flowering but are 

still making growth. Add some leafmould or garden 

compost to the soil before planting and if they are go-

ing to be at the foot of a hedge or close to shrubs sprin-

kle a little bone meal to get them off to a good start as 

they will be competing for nutrients with the larger 

plants. Always plant the clump slightly deeper than it 

grew before.               Winter Aconites 

 

Plants such as willows and dogwoods are often grown for their 

lovely winter stem colour, to ensure bright new shoots, cut back 

between one and two thirds the old stems to within 2.5cms of the 

case, then feed the plant well.  A lovely example of this type of 

plant is Cornus alba, ‘Elegantissima’, easy to grow and hardy, it has 

pretty white edged leaves in the summer and ruby red stems in 

winter. 

 
Cornus alba, ‘Elegantissima’ 

 

As soon as winter flowering heathers are past their best clip them over to ensure they 

remain compact. If you have Hebes that have been damaged by the cold weather it 

is worth cutting them back to the ground as if the roots are still alive they will grow 

back from the base. 

 

This is the time of year to clear the old thatch from your lawn by raking, if you are not 

an organic gardener, apply moss killer first. When the grass begins to grow more vigor-

ously, apply a lawn feed. 

 

 

In the vegetable garden March sowings can 

begin. Follow the planting advice on the pack-

ets of seeds. Early potatoes can be planted 

now, prepare the soil well with well-rotted ma-

nure or garden compost. Once shoots begin to 

appear watch out for forecasts of frost and 

cover with garden fleece. For extra early crops 

cover the planted area with clear plastic and 

when shoots begin to appear make slits to allow 

the growth to come through. 
                 Winter Fleece  
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Gardening Matters    

Purley Horticultural Society  
 

Trading  
The Trading Store in the Memorial Hall car park, Glebe Road is now open every Satur-

day & Sunday from 10am-11am until the end of October, also Wednesdays (March to 

April) from 5pm-7pm.  If you wish to put in an early Sutton's seed order, please contact 

Margaret Rolfe on 9417247 for more details about discounts.  Seed potato order forms 

are also available at the Store. 
 

Talks 

On Wednesday 21st March, Ken Tudgay and John Green will give the Society a talk  

on Growing & Showing vegetables.   Ken and John have spent many years growing 

and showing vegetables.  Ken is also a Show Judge and we have been fortunate in 

obtaining his services for our Spring & Summer Shows.  This should be a very interesting 

talk and hopefully will encourage more people to enter our Summer Show later in the 

year.  Please try and support  this meeting so that we have a good audience for these 

two speakers and it is also our last talk until the Autumn. 

 

 

Spring Show 
This will take place on Saturday, 31st March, 2012 in Purley Memorial Hall and will be 

open to the public from 2.30pm until 4pm.  Tea and cakes will be available.   Sched-

ules are available at the Trading Store or can be obtained by looking on the Purley-on-

Thames web site – www.purleyonthames.net and the on-line notice board or Purley 

Groups.  Entries must be handed into the Store by Sunday, 25th March or to Paul Hum-

phreys, 20 Brading Way, Purley by Wednesday, 28th March. 

 

Plant Sale 
Saturday, 12 May, 9am-11.30am in Memorial Hall car park. 

 

Happy gardening in 2012. 

 

Marion Dabbs, 

 9422349 

http://www.purleyonthames.net/
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Swans on River Pang 

Local photograph      by Leah Maskelll 
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PR Motors  

 

By Alan Maskell 

 

Paul and Roger have been servicing local vehicles for many years from 

their base in Tidmarsh Lane. 

 

Cathy and Gerry Tucker, residents of Tidmarsh have been using PR Motors 

for over fifteen years, keeping their cars, horse box, pick-up and Chero-

kee Jeep on the road. 

 

They comment that they find Paul and Roger’s business values are based 

on being honest with the customer.  Certainly I have received a very 

friendly service from them. 

 

Jerry describes the  attraction of PR Motors as “Old fashioned customer 

service.”  He comments: “They will discuss the problem with you and even 

pick your vehicle up from Pangbourne railway station. They offer value for 

money because of the service they offer and the quality of work.” 

 

P & R Motors offer MOT, tyres, mechanical work, sophisticated engine di-

agnosis and can work on all type and size of vehicle including agricultural 

machinery. 
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Church matters  
Tidmarsh Carol Singing  Jennifer Nutt 

 
The numbers who turned out to sing were very few. However 

what we lacked in quantity we made up in quality!  The col-

lection for the charity ,Parents and Children Together was just 

over £240.We are extremely grateful to those who donated so 

generously and to the two households who fed us and wa-

tered so well. 

Jennifer Nutt 

 

 

Crocus Sunday 
 
On Sunday 29th of January St Nicholas Church, Sulham held it’s annual Crocus Sunday 

open afternoon. Visitors were welcomed with tea and cakes and were able to enjoy 

the spring flowers in the churchyard. Sadly as the sun was not shining the crocus flow-

ers stayed firmly closed but many people said they would return for a second look on a 

sunny day. 

The donations made, including a generous cheque from a Sulham resident , came to 

over four hundred pounds. This money will be put towards major repairs needed on the 

main roof. 

Many thanks go to all who came and supported the event and to those who helped 

with tea and cakes. 

 

 

 

 

Church Dates 
Tidmarsh 4th March 11.00 Family service 

Tidmarsh 11th March 11.00 Family communion 

Sulham 18th March 11.00 Family service 

Sulham 25th March 3pm Evensong 

Tidmarsh 1st April 11.00 family service 

Tidmarsh 8th April Easter Sunday  

Sulham 15th April 11.00 Family service 

Sulham 22nd April 3pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 25th March at 2-4pm 
St. Nicholas Churchyard Tidy-up 

All offers of help very welcome! 
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Church matters  cont..... 

The oldest is medieval St Laurence in Tid-

marsh where a lively family worship is held 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful Victo-

rian estate church and is very popular for 

weddings and baptisms. 

 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is the 

largest church and can seat 300 people 

for our community events.  

Weekly worship begins with Prayer Book 

Holy Communion in the early morning fol-

lowed by Sunday at Ten contemporary 

worship for all ages. 

 

Each church has other services on a 

monthly pattern including a variety of 

evening services from Prayer Book to Con-

temporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

 

We are a worshipping community commit-

ted to the Word of God and being in 

Communion. We follow preaching series, 

keep the church seasons and celebrate 

Holy Communion three times weekly. 

 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 

in worship, we teach and baptise those 

seeking Christian faith and would like to 

encourage all members of the Church of 

England to For full service details, please 

see the church noticeboards. 

  
contribute regularly to the mission of the 

Church serving the people in our villages. 

 

Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh 

  

Family service on the 1st Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Family communion is held on the 2nd Sun-

day of each month at 11 am. 

 

Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham 

  

Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

 

Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 

The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the Christian 

community gather for worship.  

Your Roman Catholic church 

 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne 

which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. 

Confession is by arrangement. 

 

For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on  

0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 
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Church matters  cont..... 
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Church matters  Cont.......... 
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Women’s World Day of 

Prayer 
March 2nd 2012 2pm St James the Less Pangbourne 

Let Justice Prevail 
prepared by Christian Women of Malaysia  

Everybody welcome - Refreshments served  

Are you a skilled administrator  
sympathetic to the Christian faith?  

Would you like a part-time job helping the church community  

and parish with communication and organisation? 

 The Parish of Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham would like 

to appoint a skilled administrator with good computer skills  

to work 10 hours per week. For more information email 
admin@pangbournechurches.info  

Church matters  Cont.......... 

mailto:admin@pangbournechurches.info
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Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business. 

 

Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience. 

 

Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.  

 

All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets. 

 

Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden 

and impress your friends just ask! 

 

Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades. 

 

Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties. 
 

Call now for a free estimate  

0118 984 4391 

07920 776 116 

info@chilternelectric.co.uk 

or visit 

www.chilternelectric.co.uk 

 

We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask! 

mailto:info@chilternelectric.co.uk
http://www.chilternelectric.co.uk
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PREMIER GARDENS 

& FENCING 
 

FENCING   PAVING & PATIOS 

T URFING      SHED  BA SES  

BLOCK P AVI NG    D ECKI NG  

BRI CK WA LLS  

C A L L  F O R  F R E E   

Q U O T A T I O N  

 

P HONE :   01 1 8  97 1  4 98 7  

M OBIL E :  0 7 83 3  6 42 74 0  

E m a i l : a d y qu i c k @ y a hoo . c o .u k  

    w w w . p re mi e r ga r d ens . b i z  

Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 

60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 

Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk 
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

 

 

 

CLEAN AND TIDY  

Catherine  
 

C a t  b y  n a m e . . .   

C l e a n  &  Ti d y  b y  n a t u r e    

T e l  0 1 1 8  9 6 2 4 5 7 1   

E m a i l   c a t h y ba n i u k @ a o l . c o m  

DUSTING.  HOOVERING.  
POLISHING.  I RONING.  

SPRING CLEANS  
 

REGULAR OR ONE -OFF VISITS  
 

mailto:holly@holtherapy.co.uk
http://www.holtherapy.co.uk
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LK Property Services 
 

Renovations & Extension Specialists 

Building / Structural Alterations ♦ Period Properties 

Brick Work ♦ Ground Works ♦ Hard Landscaping  

Building Repairs ♦ Home Improvements 

Kitchens ♦ Bathrooms ♦ Carpentry 

Plastering ♦ Flooring ♦ Decorating 

 

All your building needs in one company 
 

Free advice / All work guaranteed 

Local references available 
 

Telephone 01635 579656 
 

Mobile 07710 380408 
 

Email leekeeler@lkpropertyservices.co.uk 
 

www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 
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ADVERTISE HERE,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS ALSO APPEAR IN THE ONLINE VER-

SION OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE. FOR EXAMPLE, 

GOOGLING “HANDYMAN TIDMARSH” DIRECTS CUS-

TOMERS TO THE ONLINE VERSION OF THE MAGAZINE.  

 

 

 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

COULD BE HERE,  

DISTRIBUTED TO HOUSE-

HOLDS IN TIDMARSH 

AND SULHAM AT A VERY 

REASONABLE PRICE 
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Advice and support 

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 

Bartholomew St,  Newbury 01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 

Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Clubs and Societies 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 

Margaret Pawson (president)    0118 984 2619 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  

Tidmarsh and Sulham 

Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928 

 

Church wardens 

Cherry East       ...........................0118 984 2636 

Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820 

Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370 

Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698 

Ann Bolam ................................ 0118 942 1020 

Parochial Church Council 

  

Tidmarsh representatives 

Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912 

 

 

Sulham representatives 

Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

 

Friends of St Laurence 

Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768 

Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666 

Government 

MP for Reading West 

Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881 

 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 

Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280 

 

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 

Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860 

Colin Pawson ..............................0118 984 2619 
Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837 

Libraries 
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117 

Newbury       ...............................01635 519 900 

 

Local Information  

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 

magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 

reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views ex-

pressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 April at the latest. Whilst we make every effort to 

ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot 

accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur. 
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If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 

0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 

Full page – £100 Full page – £50 

Half page – £60 Half page – £30 

Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of 

£15. Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

Medical 

The Boat House Surgery 

Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne.....0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 

Reading office ............................0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  ........................... 0118 984 5202 

John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370 

Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820 

Public transport 

Rail travel 

First Great Western ....................08457 000 125  

National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50  

TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50 

 

Bus travel 

DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service)..0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  .............................0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500 

Thames Travel...............................01491 837988 

Traveline 

National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33 

 

Emergencies ............................................999 

 

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505 

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire...............    07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286   

Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765 

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard ...................... 01635 42400 

Streetcare  ...................................01635 519080 

Planning applications  ................01635 519111 

Local Information ..... Continued 



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk 


